
JOINT MEETING
LINCOLN BOARD OF EDUCATION/LANCASTER COUNTY BOARD

LINCOLN CITY COUNCIL/MAYOR DON WESELY

FRIDAY, JANUARY 25, 2002
7:30 - 9:30 a.m.

Lancaster County Youth Services Center
1200 Radcliff

(located off So. 14th Street, behind Lincoln Mattress)

AGENDA

1. Tour of Youth Services Center - Dennis Banks, YSC Director (30 minutes)

2. Approval of minutes from July 18, 2001 meeting (attached)

3. Methamphetamine Drug Use in Lincoln and Lancaster County - Chief
Tom Casady and Sheriff Terry Wagner (30 minutes)

4. Community Learning Centers - Bonnie Coffey, Lincoln-Lancaster Women’s
Commission Executive Director (15 minutes)

5. Road Progress and Traffic Signals Near new High Schools - Scott Opfer,
Public Works traffic Manager (10 minutes)

6. Low Income Schools - LPS (10 minutes)

7. Physical Education Programs Targeting Obesity - LPS (10 minutes)

8. Continuing Business

9. New Business

10. Future Meeting Date

11. Adjournment



MINUTES
JOINT MEETING 

LANCASTER COUNTY BOARD/CITY COUNCIL
LINCOLN BOARD OF EDUCATION

LANCASTER COUNTY YOUTH SERVICES CENTER
1200 RADCLIFF STREET, LINCOLN, NEBRASKA 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 25, 2002
7:30 A.M.

PRESENT: Lincoln Board of Education - Doug Evans, President; Kathy
Danek; James Garver; Lillie Larsen; Don Mayhew; Keith Prettyman;
Ed Zimmer
Lancaster County Board of Commissioners - Bob Workman,
Chair; Kathy Campbell; Bernie Heier; Ray Stevens
City Council - Annette McRoy, Chair; Jon Camp; Coleen Seng; Ken
Svoboda

ALSO PRESENT: Kerry Eagan, Lancaster County Chief Administrative Officer; Gwen
Thorpe, Lancaster County Deputy Chief Administrative Officer;
Dennis Banks, Lancaster County Juvenile Detention Center
Director; Michelle Schindler, Lancaster County Juvenile Detention
Center Deputy Director; Gus Hitz, Youth Assessment Center
Director; Jim Jones, OASIS, Inc.; Amy Tejral, Mayor Wesely’s
Office; Darrell Podany, City Council Staff; Carol Connor, Lincoln City
Libraries Director; Bonnie Coffey, Lincoln-Lancaster Women’s
Commission Executive Director; Sandy Myers, Lincoln Parks and
Recreation Department; Philip Schoo, Superintendent of Schools;
Lea Ann Johnson and Cathie Petsch, 21st Century Community
Learning Centers; Dennis Van Horn, Marilyn Moore and Dave
Myers, Lincoln Public Schools; JoAnne Young, Lincoln Journal Star
Newspaper

AGENDA ITEM

 1 TOUR OF YOUTH SERVICES CENTER - Dennis Banks, Lancaster
County Juvenile Detention Center Director

Dennis Banks, Lancaster County Juvenile Detention Center Director, conducted a tour
of the Youth Services Center.
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Bob Workman, County Board Chair, called the meeting to order at 8:02 a.m.

 2 APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF JULY 18, 2001 MEETING

The minutes of the July 18, 2001 Joint Meeting of the Lincoln Board of Education, City
Council, Mayor Wesely and Lancaster County Board of Commissioners were approved
as distributed.

 3 METHAMPHETAMINE DRUG USE IN LINCOLN AND LANCASTER
COUNTY - Tom Casady, Chief of Police; Terry Wagner, Lancaster County
Sheriff

Tom Casady, Chief of Police, and Terry Wagner, Lancaster County Sheriff, gave an
overview of methamphetamine related problems for law enforcement (Exhibit A):

Violent Crime

• Several recent homicides have been intertwined with
methamphetamine.  Armed robberies are increasingly linked with
homicides.

Property Crime

• The rapid increase in thefts from automobiles is linked with
methamphetamine.

• There were 4545 auto break-ins in 2001 in Lincoln, with a dollar loss
over $2 million.  This was a 10% increase over 2000.

• Forgeries and frauds are strongly linked with methamphetamine. 
Forgeries were up 33% last year, fraud up 21%.  

Methamphetamine Labs

• During 2001, 43 methamphetamine labs were located in Lancaster
County, 22 of these within the city limits of Lincoln.  This compares
with 31 labs in the entire state during 2000.

• One man died in a methamphetamine lab explosion and several fires
caused serious property damage.  Meth labs are very expensive to
take down.

• Overtime, equipment and training costs have skyrocketed.  Meth labs
pose serious environmental hazards and health risks.

NOTE:  A map pinpointing methamphetamine cases in Lincoln for the period of January 
            1, 2001 to January 24, 2002 and a document from the Koch Crime Institute      
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            containing responses to frequently asked questions about methamphetamine    
            were also included in Exhibit A.  Before and after photographs of a                   
            methamphetamine user and the August, 2000 issue of Nebraska Farmer           
            magazine which contained an article alerting farmers to theft of anhydrous       
            ammonia, used in the manufacture of methamphetamine, were also circulated.

Casady said methamphetamine is a critical issue for the community, noting
environmental and health impacts.  He said all available resources are being devoted to
drug investigations.

Wagner said there has been good citizen cooperation in terms of reporting cases.

Casady said he believes the Adult and Juvenile Drug Courts offer one of the most
promising approaches to behavioral modification of drug addicts.

Kathy Campbell, County Board, offered to forward information about the Drug Court
program to members of the City Council and Board of Education.

 4 COMMUNITY LEARNING CENTERS - Bonnie Coffey, Executive Director
of the Lincoln-Lancaster Women’s Commission

Bonnie Coffey, Executive Director of the Lincoln-Lancaster Women’s Commission,
explained that Community Learning Centers (CLC’s) are not places, rather partnerships 
that provide support services and opportunities for students to learn better and
opportunities to strengthen families and neighborhoods.  She said the Lincoln Public
Schools developed a pilot project for four sites and expanded the project to thirteen
schools after receiving a 21st Century Grant.  Consultants and cross-site visits are
provided through a Technical Assistance Grant the City received from the National
League of Cities.  Coffey said a City team (includes representatives of the Lincoln City
Libraries, Lincoln Police Department, Urban Development, Lincoln Parks and Recreation,
and Lincoln/Lancaster County Health Department) has been established to look at what
services could be provided through the CLC’s.

The following materials were distributed (Exhibits B & C):

• Expanding Afterschool Opportunities
• 21st Century Community Learning Centers Program

 5 ROAD PROGRESS AND TRAFFIC SIGNALS NEAR NEW HIGH
SCHOOLS - Scott Opfer, City Public Works/Utilities Traffic Manager

Scott Opfer, City Public Works/Utilities Traffic Manager, distributed maps of the Lincoln
Southwest High School and North Star High School areas (Exhibits D & E). 

Page -3-



Lincoln Southwest High School

Opfer said a traffic signal is located at 14th & Pine Lake Road, the main entrance into
Lincoln Southwest High School, but said a signal will not be installed at 14th Street and
Garret Lane until warranted by traffic.  He said a major area of concern is the lack of
sidewalks along 14th Street.

In response to a question, Opfer said flashing lights, timed with the traffic signal, are
being placed north and south of the Warlick Boulevard and Old Cheney Road
intersection to warn motorists that they need to prepare to stop.  In addition, speed
display readout units will be installed south of the intersection on Warlick Boulevard.

North Star High School

Opfer said every effort will be made to have a traffic signal installed at the intersection
of 27th Street and Folkways Boulevard prior to the school opening.  He said traffic
signals will be installed on 33rd Street when warranted.

 6 LOW INCOME SCHOOLS -  Philip Schoo, Superintendent of Schools;
Marilyn Moore, Lincoln Public Schools

Marilyn Moore, Lincoln Public Schools, said the district wide low income average is 26%
and the elementary schools average is over 30%.  Twelve elementary schools have a
low income rate of more than 50%.  She said applications for free or reduced lunches
are the only indicator of income and said lower averages in secondary schools may be
more attributable to those students’ reluctance to complete the applications than a
change in income status.

Philip Schoo, Superintendent of Schools, said test scores in the low income schools
have been lower than other schools in the city.  He said additional resources have been
located in the schools with large concentrations of special needs children, including low
income, and said there has been significant progress in closing the achievement gap. 
Schoo noted that other factors such as adequate housing and nutrition also make a
significant difference in how children learn.  He said “it’s not simply a school problem,
it’s a community problem.”

 7 PHYSICAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS TARGETING OBESITY  -
Marilyn Moore, Lincoln Public Schools

Marilyn Moore, Lincoln Public Schools, said Physical Education and Health Education are
part of the Lincoln Public Schools curriculum for all students in Kindergarten through
Eighth Grade.  She said Health Education includes a strong emphasis on nutrition and
Physical Education emphasizes physical activity for wellness.  Health Education, with a
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nutritional component, is a required class in high school.  Two quarters of Physical
Education, in two different years, is also a high school requirement.  Moore said a
fitness assessment covering five different areas is given to students each year,
beginning in the Fourth Grade.

In response to a question, Moore said the middle schools and high schools have
intermural programs that extend to the weekends.  She said school playgrounds are
always open but said open use of the gymnasiums is limited, as there are organized
programs using the space (City Parks and Recreation programs are an example). 

 8 CONTINUING BUSINESS

None.

 9 NEW BUSINESS

None.

10 OTHER BUSINESS

Kathy Campbell, County Commissioner, distributed information regarding Charting Our
Future II, Community Services Implementation Project (C-SIP), a conference that will
be held Friday, February 22, 2002, from 8 a.m. - 12 p.m. at the County Extension
Office, 444 Cherrycreek Road, Lincoln, Nebraska (Exhibit F). 

11 FUTURE MEETING DATE

The next meeting will be held at the “F” Street Community Center in mid May, 2002.

12 ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:25 a.m.
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EXHIBIT A
























































