




























MINUTES  
BOARD OF CORRECTIONS MEETING

COUNTY-CITY BUILDING
ROOM 113 - BILL LUXFORD STUDIO

THURSDAY, APRIL 27, 2017
9:00 A.M.

Board Members Present: Bill Avery, Vice Chair
Roma Amundson
Todd Wiltgen
Jennifer Brinkman

Board Members Absent: Deb Schorr, Chair

Others Present: Brad Johnson, Interim Corrections Director 
Kerry Eagan, Chief Administrative Officer
Ann Taylor, County Clerk’s Office

The Vice Chair called the meeting to order at 10:35 a.m.

AGENDA ITEM

 1 APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 26, 2017
MEETING 

MOTION: Amundson moved and Brinkman seconded approval of the minutes of the
January 26, 2017 meeting.  Brinkman, Amundson and Avery voted yes. 
Schorr and Wiltgen were absent.  Motion carried 3-0. 

 2 POPULATION STATISTICS & CHARTS

Brad Johnson, Corrections Director, discussed the following population statistics and
charts (see agenda packet):

A. Average Daily Population Comparison

The average daily population was 624.5 for the first quarter of 2017 compared to 565.5
for the same period in 2016 (a 13.3% increase).  The facility is at 94.5% of operational
capacity of 665 beds.  Other population figures are as follows: Felony arrests (244.7);
Misdemeanor arrests (398.0); Felons sentenced (31.0); Misdemeanors sentenced
(46.7); Held for other jurisdictions (49.7); and Percent conditionally released (40.5).
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In response to a question from Avery, Johnson said it requires 5 staff members to staff
a pod 24 hours/7 days a week.

B. Booking and Lodging Totals

Average bookings were down 4.4% and average lodgings were down 17.9%, compared
to the same time period last year.  Johnson said these numbers indicate it is length of
stay that is driving the population numbers.  

C. Pre-Trial and Sentence Conversion Release

Behavioral health/jail diversion numbers have decreased since last year.  Pre-trial
release numbers remained steady and sentence conversion numbers increased
dramatically (see graph in agenda packet).

D. Custodial Sanctions/County Reinvestment Act

There have been 163 custodial sanctions since the 2015-2016 Legislative Session’s LB
605, which changed classification of penalties, punishments, probation and parole
provisions, and provisions relating to criminal records and restitution, went into effect
on August 31, 2015.  Johnson said those offenders served a total of 2,770 days in the
jail, adding 24 probationers served 617 days this quarter.

E. Community Hospital Posts

Johnson discussed a chart detailing community hospital posts.  NOTE: The facility must
staff each offender who is hospitalized on a 24/7 basis and two staff members must
accompany any offender that is having a procedure.

F. Felonies Sentenced to Lancaster County

27 Felony 3A inmates served a total of 5,992 days (207.12 average days) and 38
Felony 4 inmates served 8,532 days (224.61 average days).

Wiltgen arrived at the meeting at 10:49 a.m.

G. Drug Court Remand

29 Drug Court remands served 470 days (16.2 average days).
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H. Violation of House Arrest

11 offenders served 464 days (42.2 average days).

 3 PROGRAMMING

See agenda packet.

 4 TRANSPORTATION

See agenda packet.

 5 WORK CREWS

See agenda packet.

 6 TRAINING

See agenda packet.

7 COUNTY JUSTICE REINVESTMENT GRANT PROGRAM

Johnson noted the County received a County Justice Reinvestment Grant in the amount
of $74,400.

8 SKID LOADER LEASE DISCUSSION

Johnson said Corrections has rented a skid loader every year on a weekly basis to help
pick up gravel in the parking lot.  This year they will have additional uses for a skid
loader and would like to lease the equipment.  He compared the cost of renting one for
four to five weeks for $2,500 to leasing one for a full year for $4,500.  Johnson said it
could also be used by other departments, provided the operators were properly trained. 
There was no objection to the request.

Avery asked Johnson to comment on a death that occurred at the facility last night. 
Kerry Eagan, Chief Administrative Officer, felt discussion would not be appropriate as
there will be a grand jury investigation.  He referred questions to the County Attorney’s
Office. 

MOTION: Amundson moved and Avery seconded to accept the Corrections
Director’s report.  Amundson, Avery, Brinkman and Wiltgen voted yes.  Schorr was
absent.  Motion carried 4-0.
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9 ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Amundson moved and Wiltgen seconded to adjourn the meeting at 10:59
a.m.  Avery, Brinkman, Amundson and Wiltgen voted yes.  Schorr was
absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 

_________________
Dan Nolte
Lancaster County Clerk
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