






























MINUTES  
BOARD OF CORRECTIONS MEETING

COUNTY-CITY BUILDING
ROOM 113 - BILL LUXFORD STUDIO

THURSDAY, JULY 21, 2016
9:00 A.M.

Board Members Present: Deb Schorr, Chair
Roma Amundson
Bill Avery 
Todd Wiltgen

Board Members Absent: Larry Hudkins, Vice Chair

Others Present: Brad Johnson, Interim Corrections Director 
Lieutenant Virginia Prey, Corrections Records Division
Kerry Eagan, Chief Administrative Officer
Ann Taylor, County Clerk’s Office

The Chair called the meeting to order at 9:13 a.m.

AGENDA ITEM

 1 APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 21, 2016
MEETING 

MOTION: Amundson moved and Avery seconded approval of the minutes of the
January 21, 2016 meeting.  Wiltgen, Avery, Amundson and Schorr voted
yes.  Hudkins was absent.  Motion carried 4-0.  

Brad Johnson, Interim Corrections Director, said the report covers the period of
January-June, 2016 because the first quarter meeting was cancelled.  He stated the
agenda is in the same format that was used in the past but said he would like feedback
on information the Board would like him to provide in the future. 

 2 POPULATION STATISTICS

Johnson discussed the following population statistics (see agenda packet):

A. Average Daily Population

The average daily population was 588, compared to 532 for the same period in 2015 (a 
10.5% increase.  Johnson felt the increase is primarily due to offenders staying longer
in the facility. 
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Avery asked whether Corrections is accepting prisoners from the State.  Johnson said
they are not.

Johnson said the facility is at 88.5% of operational capacity (665 beds).  NOTE: The
total capacity is 786.  Operational capacity is based on staffing and classifications. 
Population averages are as follows: Felony arrests (233.3); Misdemeanor arrests
(428.8); Felons sentenced (20.0); Misdemeanors sentenced (61.7); Held for other
jurisdictions (55.3); and Percent conditionally released (35.7).

B. Booking and Lodging Totals

Average bookings were down 1.1% and average lodgings were down 9.9%, compared
to the same time period last year. 

C. Pre-Trial/Sentence Conversion Release

Johnson said 12 individuals were on behavioral health/jail diversion, 31 on pre-trial
release and 6 on sentence conversion, which is primarily house arrest, for this period. 
Johnson said many offenders elect not to participate in house arrest because it is costly
and good time credits are not applied.

Avery questioned whether the County should have built a larger facility.  NOTE: The
Lancaster County Adult Detention Facility (LCADF) at 3801 West “O” Street opened in
July, 2013.  Johnson said a lot of the population numbers are the ramifications of the
2015 Legislative Session’s Legislative Bill (LB) 605, which changed the classification of
penalties, punishments, probation and parole provisions, and provisions relating to
criminal records and restitution.  He said LCADF is holding nine individuals who are
sentenced to more than one year in the jail; one individual who has three-one year
consecutive sentences and will not be released until November, 2017; and one
individual who has consecutive sentences of 180 days, 90 days, 30 days, and 90 days. 
Johnson noted minimum sentences on Class III, IIIA and IV felonies were eliminated
and said offenders who now receive a sentence of a year or less are sent to the county
jail.

Kerry Eagan, Chief Administrative Officer, asked whether Corrections is tracking the
impact of LB 605.  Johnson said they are.  Lieutenant Virginia Prey, Corrections Records
Division, said 56 probationers are serving a total of 869 days as a result of the custodial
sanctions.  Eagan noted counties were promised when the bill was drafted that if the
original sentence could result in a term of more than a year, it would be served in the
Nebraska State Penitentiary but said the statute was written to state that any sentence
of less than a year, regardless of whether it was for a felony that could be served over
a year, is served in the jail.  Prey said the individuals Johnson referred to were charged
with felonies and pled down to misdemeanors.
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Schorr asked whether the County could introduce legislation about the concurrent
component, that if the length of the concurrent sentences exceed a year that they
would have to be transferred to the Penitentiary.  Eagan said that is a different
concept. 

Schorr asked what type of misdemeanors were involved.  Prey said one individual was 
charged with Felony III strangulation and it was broken into three cases of violation of
a protection order and a domestic assault.  All four are Misdemeanor I’s.  The individual
received sentences of 365, 120, 180 and 365 days, to run consecutively.

D. Custodial Sanctions

See Item 2C.

E. Felonies Sentenced to Lancaster County

See Page 5 of the report.

F. Drug Court Remand

See Page 5 of the report.

G. Violation of House Arrest

See Page 5 of the report.

H. Probation Revocation in Lancaster County

See Page 5 of the report.

 3 PROGRAMMING

See Pages 5 and 6 of the report.

Avery asked whether there is mental health counseling available.  Johnson said a
psychiatrist comes in once a week and Licensed Mental Health Practitioners (LMHP’s)
are on-staff seven days a week.

 4 TRANSPORTATION

This item was not covered.

 5 WORK CREWS

This item was not covered.
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 6 TRAINING

This item was not covered.

 7 ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Amundson moved and Wiltgen seconded to adjourn the meeting at 9:31
a.m.  Amundson, Avery, Wiltgen and Schorr voted yes.  Hudkins was
absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 

_________________
Dan Nolte
Lancaster County Clerk
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