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STAFF MEETING MINUTES 
LANCASTER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

THURSDAY, MAY 16, 2019 
COUNTY-CITY BUILDING 

ROOM 113 - BILL LUXFORD STUDIO 
8:30 A.M. 

 
Commissioners Present: Roma Amundson, Vice Chair; Deb Schorr, Sean Flowerday and Rick Vest 
 
Commissioners Absent: Jennifer Brinkman, Chair 
 
Others Present: Kerry Eagan, Chief Administrative Officer; Ann Ames, Deputy Chief Administrative 
Officer; Dan Nolte, County Clerk; and Leslie Brestel, County Clerk’s Office 
 
Advance public notice of the Board of Commissioners Staff Meeting was posted on the County-City 
Building bulletin board and the Lancaster County, Nebraska web site and provided to the media on    
May 15, 2019. 
 
The Vice Chair noted the location of the Open Meetings Act and opened the meeting at 8:30 a.m.   
 
AGENDA ITEM 
 
1) APPROVAL OF STAFF MEETING MINUTES FOR MAY 9, 2019 
 
MOTION:  Schorr moved and Vest seconded approval of the May 9, 2019 Staff Meeting minutes.  
Schorr, Amundson, Vest and Flowerday voted yes.  Brinkman was absent. Motion carried 4-0.   
 
2) LEGISLATIVE UPDATE – Joe Kohout and Brennen Miller, Kissel, Kohout, ES Associates LLC 
 
Joe Kohout, Kissel, Kohout, ES Associates LLC, stated the Legislature could adjourn four or five days 
early. 
 
He reviewed the weekly legislative report (Exhibit A).   
 
Regarding LB583 (Provide powers for certain cities, counties, and joint entities under the 
Transportation Innovation Act), an amendment was filed (see Exhibit B). 
 
Kohout said there were concerns if LB525 (Change provisions relating to the sale of county land in 
fee simple) allowed for remonstrance, which is a process in which 30% of the electors have 30 days 
to set aside the sale of real property.  Kerry Eagan, Chief Administrative Officer, added this provision 
is intended for villages and smaller cities.  When real property is sold from a political subdivision to a 
political subdivision, it is exempt from the remonstrance process.   
 
Regarding LB686 (Change provisions relating to post-release supervision, competency to stand trial, 
restrictive housing, and the long-term restrictive housing work group, create a criminal offense 
relating to electronic communication devices in correctional facilities, and provide for deferred 
judgments by courts), the bill includes LB90 (Make post-release supervision optional for Class IV 

https://lancaster.ne.gov/clerk/agenda/2019sm/190509/potentiallegislativeproposalsfor2020.pdf
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felonies) of which there is a recommendation for support and LB684 (Change provisions relating to 
post-release supervision for Class IV felonies) with a recommendation of opposition.  Amendment 
AM1454 and the Committee Statement on LB686 were distributed (Exhibits C and D). 
 
It was the consensus of the Board for Kohout and Brennen Miller, Kissel, Kohout, ES Associates LLC, 
to discuss the interim studies with the Senators. 
 
Information on legislative bills and the bill hearing schedule were also distributed (Exhibits E and F). 
 
3) EXECUTIVE SESSION (LEGAL ADVICE) – David Derbin, Deputy County Attorney; Pam 

Dingman, Lancaster County Engineer; and Stephen Henrichsen, Planning Development Review 
Manager 

 
MOTION:  Schorr moved and Vest seconded to enter Executive Session at 8:42 a.m. for the 
purposes of receiving legal advice, and to protect public interest. 
 
The Vice Chair said it has been moved and seconded that the Board enter Executive Session. 
 
ROLL CALL: Schorr, Amundson, Vest and Flowerday voted yes.  Brinkman was absent.  Motion 
carried 4-0.   
 
The Vice Chair restated the purpose for the Board entering Executive Session. 
 
Vest exited the meeting. 
 
MOTION:  Schorr moved and Flowerday seconded to exit Executive Session at 9:24 a.m.  Schorr, 
Amundson and Flowerday voted yes.  Brinkman and Vest were absent.  Motion carried 3-0.   
 
4) JUVENILE JUSTICE REVIEW COMMITTEE AND JOINT BUDGET COMMITTEE 

FUNDING RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FY 19-20 – Sara Hoyle, Human Services Director 
 
Sara Hoyle, Human Services Director, reviewed the funding recommendations (see agenda packet).  
She stated the City of Lincoln allocated an additional $15,000 to the Joint Budget Committee (JBC) 
beginning in September 2019.  After the distribution, there will be $156,019 remaining which will go 
into an emergency fund. 
 
Schorr added the YWCA Mother Daughter Circle and Lincoln Public Schools Truancy Diversion Lite 
were not funded due to low participation and Cedars Youth Services was not funded as the original 
funding was a one-time stipulation.  The Bridge Behavioral Health will need to go through the JBC 
process for future funding requests.   
 
Vest returned to the meeting at 9:30 a.m.  
 
Hoyle reviewed the Yezidi Youth Club and the Young Women’s Christian Association (YWCA) Project 
Restore Family Support programs.   
 
It was the consensus of the Board to forward the recommendations to next Tuesday’s meeting. 

http://lancaster.ne.gov/clerk/agenda/2019sm/190516/jbc19-20.pdf
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Hoyle reported 44 new citizens were sworn in at the Lincoln Unites event.   
 
5) ACTION ITEM 
 

A. Special Designated License Application  From Kramer Bar & Grill For An Event At 11365 
West Kramer Street, Crete, Nebraska on June 1, 2019. 

 
Item was removed from the agenda. 
 

GENERAL ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT 
 

A. Legislative Retreat 
 
It was the consensus of the Board for the Legislative Retreat to be discussion on legislative priorities 
between the appointed directors and elected officials, after which, the priorities will be presented to 
the Senators at the Nebraska Association of County Officials (NACO) County 101 workshop.  A date 
and time for the Legislative Retreat has not been determined. 
 

B. 2019 NACo Voting Credentials 
 
Schorr will be the designated County delegate. 
 
6) BUDGET HEARINGS – Dennis Meyer, Budget and Fiscal Officer 

 
A. COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS  (676) – Kim Etherton, Community Corrections Director 

 
Dennis Meyer, Budget and Fiscal Officer, stated expenses increased 3.00% and revenues decreased 
.7% (see agenda packet).  He reminded the Commissioners that a Field Officer for the 24/7 program 
was added during the past year and that funding will now be included in its entirety in the budget.  
 
Schorr exited the meeting at 9:45 a.m. 
 
Kim Etherton, Community Corrections Director, added contractual expenses will decrease as there are 
fewer in-person Safety Training Option Program (S.T.O.P.) classes and electronic monitoring and 
housing costs have also decreased.  She confirmed that a new vehicle is not included in the budget. 
 
Schorr returned to the meeting at 9:48 a.m. 
 
Etherton reported she needs an additional staff member for the 24/7 program.  Currently, S.T.O.P. 
funds cover 24/7 staffing costs with the intention of future 24/7 fees covering the costs.  Currently, 
there are 40 participants.  She felt with legislation changes, 200-300 people could be in the program.  
 
When asked about federal funding, Etherton said she has a $500,000 drug court enhancement grant 
($125,000 for four years) for medication-assisted treatment planning and housing for drug court 
participants.  It also provides funding for staff to attend the National Association for Drug Court 
Professionals Conference, which has provided information on ways to improve the drug court 
program.   

http://lancaster.ne.gov/clerk/agenda/2019sm/190516/specialdesignatedlicenseapp.pdf
http://lancaster.ne.gov/clerk/agenda/2019sm/190516/NACo2019credentialsvotingform.pdf
http://lancaster.ne.gov/clerk/agenda/2019sm/190516/communitycorrections.pdf
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Etherton added there is a $2,000,000 four-year Re-entry grant (including matching funds) for the Re-
entry program.  The grant required a one-year planning period.  She will be requesting a one-year 
cost extension.  The County is progressively responsible for the match contribution each year.  
Etherton feels the target population needs a different transitional housing option and she is 
discussing a partnership option with Matt Talbott Kitchen & Outreach.   
 
The grant for social support for drug court participants was not approved. 
 
Regarding future needs, Etherton said the current case management system will upgrade to include 
an application for mobile devices.  The cost is unknown.  Also, the staff needs access to the rewrite 
of the Criminal Justice Information Services (CJIS).  She felt including behavioral health information 
in CJIS is crucial. 
 
7) CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER REPORT 
 

A. County Board Initiatives Update 
 
It was the consensus of the Board to add CJIS to the initiatives. 
 
Amundson stated May 22, 2019 will be the Infrastructure Task Force meeting with the Cities of 
Waverly and Hickman and Kent Seacrest, Seacrest & Kalkowski, PC, LLO. 
 

B. Market Adjustment for Deputy Chief Administrative Officer 
 
Schorr proposed to increase the salary of the Deputy Chief Administrative Officer to $92,610 to be 
effective the next pay period. 
 
MOTION:  Schorr moved and Vest seconded to forward the proposal to Tuesday’s meeting.  Schorr, 
Amundson, Vest and Flowerday voted yes.  Brinkman was absent. Motion carried 4-0.   
 
8) GENERAL ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT 
 

A. Legislative Retreat 
B. 2019 NACo Voting Credentials 

 
Items A and B moved forward on agenda. 
 
9) DISCUSSION OF BOARD MEMBER MEETINGS ATTENDED 
 

A. Lincoln Parks and Recreation Advisory Board – Vest 
 
Vest said the Lincoln Parks and Recreation Advisory Board is reviewing proposals on how best to fix 
or replace the Teachers Fountain at S. 27th Street and Normal Boulevard.  
 

B. Lincoln Metropolitan Planning Organization – Brinkman/Amundson 
 
Amundson reported the Star Tran electric bus charging stations were approved.  There were also 

http://lancaster.ne.gov/clerk/agenda/2019sm/190516/NACo2019credentialsvotingform.pdf


Page 5 of 6 

 

discussions on the Saltillo Road safety improvements, S. 98th Street improvements and the East 
Beltway. 
 

C. Emergency Medical System Oversight Authority – Flowerday 
 
Flowerday stated Lincoln Fire and Rescue requested 16 new Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) 
training dummies to meet updated American Heart Association standards.  The request will be 
funded.   
 

D. Region V Meetings – Flowerday 
 
Flowerday reported Region V is conducting an internal audit of procedures and also gave a financial 
report. 
 

E. Public Building Commission Chair Meeting W/Mayor – CANCELLED 
 

F. Lancaster County Board Chair/Vice-Chair Mtg W/Mayor – CANCELLED 
 

G. Public Building Commission Meeting – Brinkman/Amundson 
 
Amundson said the Hall of Justice deck repair is almost complete, the Lincoln-Lancaster County 
Health Department remodel is advancing and new locks at the Mental Health Crisis Center (MHCC) 
will be installed.  Additionally, security updates to the parking garage and a reconfiguration of the 
County Assessor/Register of Deeds Office were discussed (Exhibits G and H). 
 

H. Lincoln-Lancaster County Board of Health – Flowerday 
 
Flowerday reported measles were discussed. 
 

I. Visitors Promotion Committee – Amundson 
 
Amundson reported grant applications from the Lincoln Arts Council, the Nebraska History Museum, 
Lincoln Parks and Recreation and the Lincoln Sports Foundation were reviewed.  The proposed 
budget, director reports and Visitors Promotion Committee community representative change were 
also discussed.  
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Amundson stated she attend the Information Services Policy Committee (ISPC) which had updates on 
CJIS and the new payroll system.  Training for employees on electronic security will be available at a 
later date.   
 
10) SCHEDULE OF BOARD MEMBER MEETINGS 
 
For informational purposes only. 
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11) EMERGENCY ITEMS 
 
There were no emergency items. 
 
12) ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION:  Schorr moved and Vest seconded to adjourn at 10:47 a.m.  Schorr, Amundson, Vest and 
Flowerday voted yes.  Brinkman was absent. Motion carried 4-0.   
 
 

 






































































































































































































































