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STAFF MEETING MINUTES 
LANCASTER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

THURSDAY, APRIL 25, 2019 
COUNTY-CITY BUILDING 

ROOM 113 - BILL LUXFORD STUDIO 
8:30 A.M. 

 
Commissioners Present: Jennifer Brinkman, Chair; Roma Amundson, Vice Chair; Sean Flowerday and 
Rick Vest 
 
Commissioners Absent: Deb Schorr 
 
Others Present: Kerry Eagan, Chief Administrative Officer; Dan Nolte, County Clerk; Cori Beattie, 
Deputy County Clerk; and Leslie Brestel, County Clerk’s Office 
 
Advance public notice of the Board of Commissioners Staff Meeting was posted on the County-City 
Building bulletin board and the Lancaster County, Nebraska web site and provided to the media on    
April 24, 2019. 
 
The Chair noted the location of the Open Meetings Act and opened the meeting at 8:30 a.m.   
 
AGENDA ITEM 
 
1) APPROVAL OF STAFF MEETING MINUTES FOR APRIL 18, 2019 
 
MOTION: Flowerday moved and Vest seconded approval of the April 18, 2019 Staff Meeting 
minutes.  Brinkman, Amundson, Vest and Flowerday voted yes.  Schorr was absent.  Motion carried 
4-0.   
 
2) LEGISLATIVE UDPATE – Joe Kohout and Brennen Miller, Kissel, Kohout, ES Associates LLC 
 
Joe Kohout, Kissel, Kohout, ES Associates LLC, reviewed the weekly legislative report (Exhibit A). 
 
Regarding the hearing for LB289 (Change provisions relating to county assessor inspections of real 
property for property tax purposes), Kohout stated he will forward the proposed amendment to the 
Commissioners when it is available. 
 
When asked about levy limits being reached, Dennis Meyer, Budget and Fiscal Officer, said the $.50 
levy limit is referenced in both the State statutes and the State Constitution.  
 
The budget must be advanced by the Appropriations Committee by May 2 and must be on the 
Governor’s desk by May 22. 
 
An amendment to LB177 (Change a termination date for bonding authority of natural resources 
districts) (Exhibit B), information on legislative bills and the bill hearing schedule were distributed 
(Exhibits B through D). 
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Vest exited the meeting at 8:44 a.m.  
 
3) UPDATES TO AIR POLLUTION REGULATIONS – Gary Bergstrom, Health Department Air 

Quality Supervisor 
 
Scott Holmes, Lincoln/Lancaster County Environmental Health Manager, was also present for the 
discussion. 
 
Gary Bergstrom, Lincoln/Lancaster County Health Department Air Quality Supervisor, reviewed the 
proposed updates to the regulations (see agenda packet).   
 
Vest returned to the meeting at 8:46 a.m. 
 
When asked who receives a Prevention of Significant Deterioration (PSD) of Air Quality permit, 
Bergstrom stated the PSD major sources, which are major sources of air pollutants.  
 
Regarding the Flint Hills burning season, Bergstrom said there are not as many impacts as previous 
years.  The State and the National Weather Service are also monitoring this issue. 
 

CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER REPORT 
 

A. County Board Initiatives Update 
 
Brinkman reported she and Schorr will hold search firm phone conferences on Thursday, May 2.   
 
Regarding the Transportation Task Force Implementation, Brinkman said Kent Seacrest, Seacrest and 
Kalkowski Law Firm, has a proposed contract that has been reviewed by the County Attorney’s Office.  
The City of Hickman has asked to review the contract.  The final contract will be on the May 7th 
agenda. 
 
Amundson said the vehicles for the Fleet program will need to be bought, not leased.  She is working 
with the Purchasing Department on how to proceed with the project.   
 
Regarding the Wilderness Park transfer, Kerry Eagan, Chief Administrative Officer, stated the City of 
Lincoln has requested an easement and restrictions search, which is significantly more than the 
previously agreed upon title search cost of $4,000.  A Geographic Information System (GIS) map will 
be available at the next meeting.  The next meeting will be held after the May 7 election. 
 

B. Wildlife Services Contract with United States Department of Agriculture 
 
Eagan reviewed the contract (see agenda packet), which will be on the next Tuesday agenda. 
 

C. Request from Lincoln Children's Zoo for Consideration of Request for Improvement Fund 
Grant at Special Visitors Promotion Committee Meeting 

 
Eagan reported the request has been withdrawn at this time. 
 

https://lancaster.ne.gov/clerk/agenda/2019sm/190425/lincolnchildrenszoorequest.pdf
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D. NACO Survey on Flood Damage 
 
Pam Dingman, County Engineer, will respond to the survey. 
 
4) UPDATE ON BRIDGE NO. N114 (SOUTH OF DENTON) – Pam Dingman, Lancaster County 

Engineer; Nicole Fleck-Tooze, Lincoln Parks and Recreation Department Liaison & Compliance 
Administrator; and Sara Hartzell, Lincoln Parks and Recreation Planner II 

 
Dingman gave an update on a proposed interlocal agreement in which the City of Lincoln, the County 
and the Village of Denton would share the cost of replacing the bridge equally, the County would 
vacate the road, after which, Denton would maintain control of the bridge and road.  The bridge is an 
access point to Denton’s water supply.  The agreement will be reviewed with the Village of Denton. 
 
Amundson exited the meeting at 9:06 a.m. and returned at 9:09 a.m.  
 
5) MASTER RESOLUTION FOR DISASTER DECLARATIONS – David Derbin, Lancaster 

County Deputy Attorney 
 
David Derbin, Lancaster County Deputy Attorney, reviewed the resolution (see agenda packet).   
 
Brinkman asked what is different between this resolution and normal operations.  Derbin responded it 
formalizes the process.  Eagan added emergency contracts still must be approved by the Board. 
 
Dingman said a Mutual Aid agreement between the County and the City of Lincoln for engineering 
services is being drafted.  Additional Mutual Aid agreements for engineering services with other 
entities in the County should also be completed.  Without Mutual Aid agreements, the County would 
waive FEMA reimbursement rights for engineering services.   
 
Brinkman exited the meeting at 9:20 a.m. and returned at 9:22 a.m. 
 
6) RETIREMENT OF COUNTY CLERK ACCOUNTING OPERATIONS MANAGER – Dan Nolte, 

Lancaster County Clerk; Cori Beattie; Chief Deputy County Clerk; and Dennis Meyer, Budget 
and Fiscal Officer 

 
Dan Nolte, Lancaster County Clerk, and Cori Beattie; Chief Deputy County Clerk, announced the 
retirement of Tim Genuchi, Accounting Operations Manager.  The Clerk’s Office wants the new 
employee to begin in August and funds will be included in the 2019-2020 budget for this purpose. 
 
It was the consensus of the Board for the position of Accounting Operations Manager to be opened. 
 
7) A. STATEWIDE TORNADO DRILL REPORT; AND 

 
B. FLOOD DISASTER DECLARATION UPDATE – Jim Davidsaver, Emergency 

Management Director 
 
Jim Davidsaver, Emergency Management Director, reviewed the report and declaration update (see 
agenda packet).   

https://lancaster.ne.gov/clerk/agenda/2019sm/190425/nacosurveyonflooddamage.pdf
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8) BREAK 
 
No break was taken. 
 
9) A. ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS; AND 
 
Meyer reviewed the memo (see agenda packet).   
 

B. MOTOCROSS 2018 FINANCIAL STATEMENT – Dennis Meyer, Budget and Fiscal 
Officer 

 
Meyer reviewed the financial statement (see agenda packet).  He stated there was less Motocross 
activity this year than in previous years.  Due to internal issues with the Abbott Sports Complex, 
there has been a significant decrease in membership; however, it is still almost breaking even.  The 
grant contract which originally included the Ethel S. Abbott Charitable Foundation, the Lincoln Sports 
Foundation, the Lower Platte South Natural Resources District and Lancaster County, is set to expire 
20 years after it was signed (see County Contract C-06-0531).  
 
Brinkman asked if any grant terms would be violated if the center were never open.  Meyer answered 
the center must be open to the public for a certain number of days. 
 
Brinkman asked if the parties needed to be changed on the grant contract.  Meyer replied the County 
Attorney’s Office indicated it would be necessary to amend the agreement to as the Abbott 
Foundation will no longer be involved with the project.  Eagan added the legal procedure is known as 
a novation of parties. 
 
Brinkman and Flowerday exited the meeting at 9:59 a.m. and returned at 10:02 a.m. 
 
Vest exited the meeting at 9:59 a.m. and returned at 10:03 a.m. 
 
10) DEPARTMENT BUDGET HEARINGS – Dennis Meyer, Budget and Fiscal Officer 
 
Ron Rohde, Budget and Fiscal Accountant, was also available for the discussion.  
 
Meyer reviewed the OpenGov site (https://opengov.com), including logging in to the site, the 
budgets and reports (Exhibits E-G).  Regarding the budgets tab, users can find specific information 
on expenses, revenues and budget activity.  Regarding the reports tab, users can find information on 
line item expenses, revenue, annual budget percentage changes, multiple graph layouts.  The 
Commissioners have read only rights.  Views may not be recorded in the activity log.  
 

A. BUDGET & FISCAL (611) – Dennis Meyer 
 
Meyer noted the Grant Coordinator position will be moved over to Human Services, and the on-call 
accountant has been added (see agenda packet).  A replacement computer for Meyer has been 
budgeted.   
 
 

https://opengov.com/
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B. COUNTY BOARD (601) – Dennis Meyer 
 
Meyer reviewed the salaries and benefits (see agenda packet).  The salaries have increased due to 
the number of work hours being increased from 2080 to 2096.   
 

C. VETERANS SERVICE (803, 260) – Rick Ringlein, Lancaster County Veterans Service 
Officer 

 
Rick Ringlein, Lancaster County Veterans Service Officer, stated this year’s budget increase is due to 
increases in salaries, bond amounts, and additional grave emblems (Exhibits H and I).  He reported 
the Veterans Services Department has used $258,243 out of the budgeted $341,879.  An efficiency 
for the office would be a laptop for offsite visits.   
 
Regarding the Veteran’s Aid Fund, revenue from the General Fund is transferred over to balance the 
fund if necessary.  Ringlein added his office uses the State’s Veterans Trust Fund so the Veteran’s Aid 
Fund does not need to be replenished at this time. 
 
11) CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER REPORT 
 

A. County Board Initiatives Update 
B. Wildlife Services Contract with United States Department of Agriculture 
C. Request from Lincoln Children's Zoo for Consideration of Request for Improvement Fund 

Grant at Special Visitors Promotion Committee Meeting 
D. NACO Survey on Flood Damage 

 
Items A-D moved forward on agenda.  
 
12) DISCUSSION OF BOARD MEMBER MEETINGS ATTENDED 
 

A. Lancaster County Fairgrounds Joint Public Agency (JPA) – CANCELLED 
 

13) SCHEDULE OF BOARD MEMBER MEETINGS 
 
For informational purposes only. 
 
14) EMERGENCY ITEMS 
 
There were no emergency items. 
 
15) ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION:  Amundson moved and Vest seconded to adjourn at 11:07 a.m.  Brinkman, Amundson, 
Vest and Flowerday voted yes.  Schorr was absent.  Motion carried 4-0.   

 

https://lancaster.ne.gov/clerk/agenda/2019sm/190425/lincolnchildrenszoorequest.pdf
https://lancaster.ne.gov/clerk/agenda/2019sm/190425/nacosurveyonflooddamage.pdf











































































































































































































