
Page 1 of 8 

 

STAFF MEETING MINUTES 
LANCASTER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

THURSDAY, MARCH 28, 2019 
COUNTY-CITY BUILDING 

ROOM 113 - BILL LUXFORD STUDIO 
8:30 A.M. 

 
Commissioners Present: Jennifer Brinkman, Chair; Roma Amundson, Vice Chair; Sean Flowerday and 
Rick Vest 
 
Commissioners Absent: Deb Schorr  
 
Others Present: Kerry Eagan, Chief Administrative Officer; Ann Ames, Deputy Chief Administrative 
Officer; Dan Nolte, County Clerk; Cori Beattie, Deputy County Clerk; and Leslie Brestel, County Clerk’s 
Office 
 
Advance public notice of the Board of Commissioners Staff Meeting was posted on the County-City 
Building bulletin board and the Lancaster County, Nebraska web site and provided to the media on    
March 27, 2019. 
 
The Chair noted the location of the Open Meetings Act and opened the meeting at 8:31 a.m.   
 
AGENDA ITEM 
 
1) APPROVAL OF STAFF MEETING MINUTES FOR MARCH 21, 2019 
 
MOTION:  Vest moved and Amundson seconded approval of the March 21, 2019 Staff Meeting 
minutes.  Brinkman, Amundson, Vest and Flowerday voted yes.  Schorr was absent. Motion carried 4-
0.   
 
2) LEGISLATIVE UPDATE – Joe Kohout and Brennen Miller, Kissel, Kohout, ES Associates LLC 
 
Joe Kohout and Brennen Miller, Kissel, Kohout, ES Associates LLC, gave an update on the flood 
impact on the budget.  The Military Department felt funds appropriated through the Governor’s 
emergency fund should be sufficient through the fiscal year; however, they indicated the 
Appropriations Committee should expect deficit appropriations in the 2020-2021 and 2021-2022 
budgets.  Miller added the Department of Roads wants State-owned bridges repaired in months.  
 
Kohout reviewed the weekly legislative report (Exhibit A).   
 
Brinkman asked for a copy of Brad Johnson’s, Corrections Director, testimony on LB455 (Change 
medical services payment provisions relating to jails).   
 
When asked about the status of LB631 (Create the Medicaid Expansion Implementation Task Force), 
Kohout answered there is concern regarding the level of oversight.   
 
Regarding the possibility of bonding for bridges, Kohout stated there are conversations on how to 
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make the bill more appealing to the committee.  One option being considered would be to diversify 
the use of the bond proceeds.   
 
Information on an amendment for LB304 (Exempt certain operations from the definition of a food 
establishment under the Nebraska Pure Food Act), legislative bills and bill hearing schedule were 
distributed (Exhibits B-D). 
 

OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Brinkman read an email from Commissioner Schorr stating Schorr is in Ogallala for the West 
Nebraska Association of County Officials (NACO) District meeting.   
 

ACTION ITEM 
 

A. Amendment to County Contract C-17-0390 with LexisNexis VitalChek Network, Inc. to 
expand payment processing services to additional Lancaster County Departments. 

 
Ann Ames, Deputy Chief Administrative Officer, distributed an amendment to the LexisNexis contract 
(Exhibit E).   
 
MOTION:  Flowerday moved and Vest seconded to authorize the amendment.  Brinkman, 
Amundson, Vest and Flowerday voted yes.  Schorr was absent. Motion carried 4-0.   
 

CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER REPORT 
 
A. County Board Initiatives Update 

 
Amundson stated the Fleet Vehicle Committee is refining the vehicle checkout process and number of 
vehicles.  The Request for Proposal (RFP) for vehicle leasing will close April 5.  
 
Brinkman reported the Commission on Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities (CARF) resurvey at the 
Mental Health Crisis Center (MHCC) is taking place tomorrow and the RFP for the facility study should 
be published soon. 
 
Regarding Wilderness Park, Kerry Eagan, Chief Administrative Officer, said the task force is waiting 
on the real property report from the title company.   
 

B. Claim for Review – PV #641589 to Information First Inc, in the amount of $585.00.  This 
invoice is dated October 8, 2018.  This claim is beyond the 90-day time period. 

 
Cori Beattie, Deputy County Clerk, stated there was miscommunication on the submittal of the 
invoice. 
 

MOTION:  Amundson moved and Flowerday seconded to move the claim as a regular claim to the 
next Tuesday meeting.  Brinkman, Amundson, Vest and Flowerday voted yes.  Schorr was absent. 
Motion carried 4-0.   
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DISCUSSION OF BOARD MEMBER MEETINGS ATTENDED 
 
A. Lancaster County Fairgrounds JPA – Amundson/Vest 

 
Amundson stated the last bill was paid.   
 
When asked if a Joint Public Agency (JPA) is still needed, Eagan replied the JPA was designed to be 
kept as it is the Board’s authority over bonds issued.   
 
3) VISITORS PROMOTION COMMITTEE (VPC) RECOMMENDATIONS – Lynne Ireland, 

VPC Chair; and Jeff Maul, Lincoln Convention & Visitor's Bureau Executive Director 
 
Lynne Ireland, VPC Chair, and Jeff Maul, Lincoln Convention & Visitor's Bureau Executive Director, 
reviewed the recommended grants (see agenda packet, Items A-F and Exhibit F).  Applicants are 
encouraged to engage in private fundraising as these grants should be viewed as supplementary 
funds.  Funds can be distributed over a period of time. 
 
A Visitor Improvement Fund balance document was also distributed (Exhibit G). 
 

A. BRANCHED OAK OBSERVATORY ($64,747 requested for telescope; VPC 
Recommendation is $20,000, contingent upon applicant raising the balance of the 
request). 

 
Maul said the observatory was asked to track their marketing efforts more closely to be eligible for 
future grants.  
 

B. HEARTLAND BIKE SHARE (BikeLNK requested $49,640; full amount recommended by 
VPC for new station and five bikes). 

 
C. LIED CENTER FOR PERFORMING ARTS ($175,000 requested for stage rigging and 

light system; VPC recommendation is $100,000, contingent upon applicant raising the 
balance of the request). 

 
D. LINCOLN PARKS FOUNDATION ($50,000 requested for four Pickleball Courts; VPC 

recommendation is $50,000). 
 
Maul stated this recommendation will allow Lincoln to bid for regional tournaments. 
 

E. LINCOLN SPORTS FOUNDATION ($100,000 requested for improvements to lobby, 
bathrooms, soccer fields and signage; VPC recommendation is $0). 

 
F. THE NEBRASKA COMMUNITIES PLAYHOUSE ($295,863 requested for auditorium; 

VPC recommends $239,313, contingent on applicant raising the balance of the request). 
 
Maul clarified the portion excluded from the request was excavation and grading of the site.   
 
Regarding grant expenditures, Maul said a listing of facilities is maintained in accordance with 
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community interests and needs. 
 
Maul reviewed the grant process, as it is four times per year with two times focused on grants of 
$10,000 or less and two times on grants of more than $10,000.  Funds are from the hotel 4% 
lodging tax, with 2% going to the Visitor’s Improvement Fund and 2% to the Visitor’s Promotion 
fund.  Dennis Meyer, Budget and Fiscal Director, added funds are projected for future years.  Larger 
grants tend to be funded in multiple year increments.  The support for the projects over multiple 
years may give the projects leverage for other funding opportunities. 
 
MOTION:  Amundson moved and Flowerday seconded to move approval of the VPC grant 
recommendations.  Brinkman, Amundson, Vest and Flowerday voted yes.  Schorr was absent. Motion 
carried 4-0.   
 

DISCUSSION OF BOARD MEMBER MEETINGS ATTENDED 
 

B. Emergency Medical Oversight Governing Board – Flowerday 
 
Flowerday stated the Lincoln Police Department (LPD) is getting automated external defibrillators 
(AEDs) for the police cars and LPD officers will be trained in its use.   
 

C. Chair & Vice-Chair Meeting with Planning Commission – Amundson/Brinkman 
 
Brinkman and Amundson reported the Lincoln Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) funding 
through the Long-Range Transportation Plan (LRTP), zoning code as related to solar power, the 
Confined Animal Feeding Operations (CAFO) taskforce and farm-to-plate restaurants within farm 
wineries were discussed.   
 

D. Joint Budget Committee – Flowerday/Schorr 
 
Flowerday stated he was elected Chair of the Joint Budget Committee (JBC) and discussions centered 
around the fiscal impact of expanded Medicaid implementation and the Continuum of Care, Aftercare 
and Recover for Everyone (C-CARE) Request for Information.  
 

E. NACO District Meetings – Schorr 
 
Schorr was absent.  
 
4) BLOOD CHEMISTRY PROFILES FOR COUNTY EMPLOYEES – Sue Eckley, County Risk 

Manager 
 
Sue Eckley, County Risk Manager , discussed the increase in the pricing of County-funded blood 
chemistry profiles for employees.  Due to the limited number of companies who responded to the bid 
request, the cost for the profiles will cost the County $6,198.  If the participant level is the same as 
last year, the Wellness Committee will be approximately $500 over budget.   
 
Discussion ensued on exploring other options, including the enhanced wellness package from Aetna, 
Bryan Hospital Heart Aware program, and employee incentives.  
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MOTION:  Vest moved and Amundson seconded to proceed with the blood chemistry profiles as in 
previous years and re-evaluate for next year.  Brinkman, Amundson, Vest and Flowerday voted yes.  
Schorr was absent. Motion carried 4-0.   
 
Vest exited the meeting at 9:57 a.m.  
 
5) BOARD OF EQUALIZATION PROTEST UPDATE – Cori Beattie, Chief Deputy Lancaster 

County Clerk; and Cody Gerdes, Great Plains Appraisal 
 

A. 2019 Policies & Procedures 
 
Cori Beattie, Chief Deputy County Clerk, reviewed the policies and procedures and stated the 
electronic recordings of each hearing will be discontinued (see agenda packet).  Cody Gerdes, Great 
Plains Appraisal, added the recordings have not been pertinent at the Tax Equalization Review 
Commission (TERC).  
 
Vest returned at 10:00 a.m. 
 
When asked about policies of a constituent recording a hearing, Beattie answered the public is 
allowed to record their own hearing.   
 

B. Resolution 
 
Beattie recommended the Board adopt the resolution to extend the deadline for the Board of 
Equalization (BOE) at a future Tuesday meeting (see agenda packet).   
 

C. Letters 
 
Beattie reviewed the letters (see agenda packet).  She recommended the Board not allow protestors 
to submit additional protest information after the referee recommendation, therefore eliminating the 
need for a referee recommended value letter and explained protesters can access recommended 
value information in multiple ways.   
 
It was the consensus of the Board to not allow additional information to be submitted after the 
referee recommendation and to eliminate the referee recommended value letter. 
 
Brinkman said the Assessor/Register of Deeds Office has agreed to have staff at the Lancaster Event 
Center during the hearings if there are questions from the referees. 
 
It was the consensus of the Board to hold the final value Board of Equalization (BOE) hearing on 
August 8, 2019 at 1:00 p.m. pending Commissioner Schorr’s schedule.  The public may speak at the 
meeting during the public comment section. 
 

D. Rental Space Agreement 
 
The rental space agreement will be on a future Tuesday meeting agenda.   
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Next year, the protest hearings will need to be at a different location due to the National High School 
Rodeo Finals. 
 

E. Timeline 
 
Beattie reviewed the property protest process. 
 
6) BREAK 
 
The meeting was recessed at 10:37 a.m. and reconvened at 11:02 a.m. 
 
7) MUTUAL AID AGREEMENT WITH CITY OF LINCOLN FOR ON-CALL USE OF 

EQUIPMENT DURING EMERGENCIES – Pam Dingman, Lancaster County Engineer; David 
Derbin, Lancaster County Deputy County Attorney 

 
Item was tabled. 
 
8) INSURANCE COVERAGE FOR RENTED EXCAVATOR – Pam Dingman, Lancaster County 

Engineer; Sue Eckley, Lancaster County Risk Manager; Jen Holloway, Lancaster County Deputy 
County Attorney; and Dennis Meyer, Lancaster County Budget & Fiscal Officer 

 
Item was tabled. 
 
9) C-CARE REQUEST FOR INFORMATION – Sara Hoyle, Lincoln/Lancaster Human Services 

Director; Renee Dozier, Region V Director of Child and Family Services 
 

Honorable Reggie Ryder, Lancaster County Juvenile Court, and Sharon Dalrymple, parent advocate, 
were also present for the discussion. 
 
Sara Hoyle, Human Services Director, reviewed the C-Care report which identifies a missing level of 
care in the community with a place for youth to stay while receiving crisis response and aftercare 
support services (see agenda packet).  Additionally, she requested the Board’s permission for a 
nationwide RFI for providers to address possible services to implement to address the gap. 
 
Ryder stated beginning July 1, detaining a youth based on their risk to themselves will no longer be 
an option and echoed the need for additional alternative youth service options.   
 
Dalrymple said parents need help finding the right services for their children and feels this is a great 
opportunity.  Renee Dozier, Region V Director of Child and Family Services, added support is needed 
for the proper level and system of care for youth.   
 
There was general discussion as to the gap size, location, timeline and initial funds for alternative 
service options. 
 
MOTION:  Amundson moved and Vest seconded to authorize Hoyle to move forward with the RFI.  
 
Flowerday reported Commissioner Schorr is excited about the idea and is supportive.  Hoyle added 
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Lori Griggs, Chief Probation Officer, is also supportive of the RFI.  
 
When asked about the selection committee members, Hoyle answered members are Bernie Hascall, 
Nebraska Division of Behavioral Health Youth Service Administrator; Chris Turner, Chief Deputy 
County Attorney; Shelley Schindler, Youth Services Center Director; and Mark DeKraai, University of 
Nebraska- Lincoln (UNL) Public Policy Center Senior Research Director. 
 
ROLL CALL:  Brinkman, Amundson, Vest and Flowerday voted yes.  Schorr was absent. Motion 
carried 4-0.   
 
10) ACTION ITEM 
 

A. Amendment to County Contract C-17-0390 with LexisNexis VitalChek Network, Inc. to 
expand payment processing services to additional Lancaster County Departments. 

 
Item moved forward on agenda. 
 
11) CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER REPORT 

 
A. County Board Initiatives Update 
B. Claim for Review – PV #641589 to Information First Inc, in the amount of $585.00.  This 

invoice is dated October 8, 2018.  This claim is beyond the 90-day time period. 
 
Items moved forward on agenda. 
 
12) DISCUSSION OF BOARD MEMBER MEETINGS ATTENDED 

 
A. Lancaster County Fairgrounds JPA – Amundson/Vest 
B. Emergency Medical Oversight Governing Board – Flowerday 
C. Chair & Vice-Chair Meeting with Planning Commission – Amundson/Brinkman 
D. Joint Budget Committee – Flowerday/Schorr 
E. NACO District Meetings – Schorr 

 
Items moved forward on agenda.  
 
13) SCHEDULE OF BOARD MEMBER MEETINGS 
 
For informational purposes only. 
 
14) EMERGENCY ITEMS 
 
There were no emergency items. 
 
15) ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION:  Amundson moved and Vest seconded to adjourn at 11:42 a.m.  Brinkman, Amundson, 
Vest and Flowerday voted yes.  Schorr was absent. Motion carried 4-0.   
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