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STAFF MEETING MINUTES 
LANCASTER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2019 
COUNTY-CITY BUILDING 

ROOM 113 - BILL LUXFORD STUDIO 
8:30 A.M. 

 
Commissioners Present: Jennifer Brinkman, Chair; Roma Amundson, Vice Chair; Deb Schorr, Sean 
Flowerday and Rick Vest 
 
Others Present: Kerry Eagan, Chief Administrative Officer; Ann Ames, Deputy Chief Administrative 
Officer; Dan Nolte, County Clerk; Cori Beattie, Deputy County Clerk; and Leslie Brestel, County Clerk’s 
Office 
 
Advance public notice of the Board of Commissioners Staff Meeting was posted on the County-City 
Building bulletin board and the Lancaster County, Nebraska web site and provided to the media on    
February 13, 2019. 
 
The Chair noted the location of the Open Meetings Act and opened the meeting at 8:30 a.m.   
 
AGENDA ITEM 
 
1) APPROVAL OF STAFF MEETING MINUTES FOR JANUARY 31, 2019 AND THE MID-

YEAR BUDGET FOR FEBRUARY 7, 2019 
 
MOTION: Amundson moved and Schorr seconded approval of the January 31, 2019 Staff Meeting 
minutes and the February 7, 2019 Mid-Year Budget Meeting minutes. 
 
Brinkman noted on page 8, Item 12.a. of the Mid-Year Budget Meeting minutes, the “OpenGov.” 
should be removed from “Departments can look forward to training on the system in March.  
OpenGov.”  
 
ROLL CALL:  Brinkman, Schorr, Amundson, Vest and Flowerday voted yes.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
2) LEGISLATIVE UPDATE – Joe Kohout and Brennen Miller, Kissel, Kohout, ES Associates LLC  
 
Joe Kohout, Kissel, Kohout, ES Associates LLC, reviewed the weekly legislative report (Exhibit A).  
Kohout thought there would need to be a policy decision on how to include the needs for individuals 
working multiple jobs that would have difficulty with twice a day testing.  Kim Etherton, Community 
Corrections Director, stated accommodations could be made for extenuating circumstances.  Details 
regarding driving privileges while on the 24/7 Sobriety program need to be discussed further. 
 
Amundson will provide testimony for LB609 (Provide for reimbursement of actual costs of a rental 
vehicle by county and local governments). 
 
Regarding LB103 (Change provisions relating to property tax requests), Dennis Meyer, Budget and 
Fiscal Director, felt the bill would not change the County’s process.   
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There was general discussion on how LB616 (Provide for build-finance projects under the Build 
Nebraska Act and the Transportation Innovation Act) could limit the number of companies willing to 
bid on projects.   
 
Kohout outlined LB148 (Change requirements for public hearings on proposed budget statements and 
notices of meetings of public bodies) and stated he will obtain a copy of the amendments suggested 
by the League of Municipalities and will forward them to Dan Nolte, County Clerk.  
 
Flowerday felt LB330 (Change the administration, duties, membership, purpose, and reports of the 
Nebraska Children's Commission) is a bill worthy of support.   
 
There was general discussion on bills LB651 (Change funding provisions for the Community-based 
Juvenile Services Aid Program), LB703 (Appropriate funds to the Nebraska Commission on Law 
Enforcement and Criminal Justice) and LB294 (Appropriate funds for the expenses of Nebraska State 
Government for the biennium ending June 30, 2021).  It was the consensus of the Board to wait on 
the letter regarding LB294 until the appropriations package is complete. 
 
Kohout stated he received a request for support from Douglas County regarding LB446 (State intent 
relating to appropriations for the County Justice Reinvestment Grant Program) who would like to use 
the funds for the Stepping Up initiative.  Brad Johnson, Corrections Director, stated the funds were 
divided based on statewide county jail population percentage.  Lancaster County received 15% of the 
$500,000 grant.  It was the consensus of the Board to continue to monitor the bill. 
 
Kohout reported Etherton spoke in the neutral capacity to the Judiciary Committee on LB646 
(Eliminate cash bail bonds, appearance bonds, and related provisions). 
 
Flowerday and Vest will testify at the hearings for LB240 (Change procedures for determining 
competency to stand trial) and LB726 (Require a protocol for individuals eligible for medical parole to 
apply for medical assistance), respectively. 
 
Brinkman asked the Board to consider how the County jail might help individuals leaving custody on 
medical parole to sign up for Medicaid.   
 
MOTION:  Amundson moved and Vest seconded to recess the staff meeting at 9:00 a.m.  Brinkman, 
Schorr, Amundson, Vest and Flowerday voted yes.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 
3) BOARD OF CORRECTIONS QUARTERLY MEETING – Brad Johnson, Corrections Director 
 
Separate minutes.  
 
MOTION:  Amundson moved and Flowerday seconded to resume the staff meeting at 9:24 a.m.  
Brinkman, Schorr, Amundson, Vest and Flowerday voted yes.  Motion carried 5-0. 
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DISCUSSION OF COUNTY BOARD MEETINGS ATTENDED 
 

A. Justice Council – Schorr/Vest 
 
Schorr said the group discussed legislative bills, a grant for a Peer Support program, the Stepping Up 
Initiative, Warrant Week and the community partner endeavors.  The American Civil Liberties Union 
of Nebraska bond fund is no longer active.   
 
Spike Eickholt, Government Liaison, American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU), will provide a presentation 
to the Board on the bond fund program. 
 
4) LABOR NEGOTIATIONS – Doug McDaniel, Human Resources Director; Kristy Bauer, Deputy 

County Attorney; Nicole Gross, Compensation Manager; and Amy Sadler, Compensation 
Technician  

 
MOTION:  Schorr moved and Flowerday seconded to enter Executive Session at 9:29 a.m. for the 
purpose of labor negotiations and to protect public interest. 
 
The Chair said it has been moved and seconded that the Board enter Executive Session. 
 
ROLL CALL:  Brinkman, Amundson, Schorr, Vest and Flowerday voted yes. Motion carried 5-0. 
 
The Chair restated the purpose for the Board entering Executive Session. 
 
MOTION: Amundson moved and Vest seconded to exit Executive Session at 10:01 a.m.  Brinkman, 
Amundson, Vest, Schorr and Flowerday voted yes. Motion carried 5-0. 
 
5) OVERVIEW OF COUNTY EMPLOYMENT CLASSIFICATIONS – Doug McDaniel, Human 

Resources Director; and Kristy Bauer, Deputy County Attorney 
 
Doug McDaniel, Human Resources Director, reviewed the County Civil Service Act (Exhibit D) and 
gave an overview of how a case is handled at the Commission of Industrial Relations (CIR).   
 

DISCUSSION OF COUNTY BOARD MEETINGS ATTENDED 
 

B. Lincoln Chamber of Commerce Coffee – Brinkman/Amundson 
 
Brinkman stated the USA Volleyball competition will be held at Pinnacle Bank Arena, the High School 
Finals Rodeo is secured for 2020-2021 and 2026-2027, and the Lincoln Telephone Museum was 
moved to the Speedway museum.  There was discussion of a possible war museum in Air Park, 
Airbnb sales and lodging taxes, scholarships, legislation and the supporting testimony for County 
bridges and Lincoln Public Schools’ building capacity issues at some of the high schools.  
 

C. Lincoln Metropolitan Planning Organization – Brinkman/Amundson 
 
Brinkman reported the Lincoln Bike Plan and the proposed 33rd and Cornhusker Highway Sub-Area 
Plan were adopted into the Long-Range Transportation Plan.  Mike Brienzo, Metropolitan Planning 
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Organization Administrator, retired.   
 

D. JDAI Collaborative Meeting – Amundson/Brinkman 
 
Amundson said the following items were discussed:  data collection, committee updates, prevention 
and family engagement classes and case processing using the StrengthsFinder assessment.  Juvenile 
Pre-Justice Prevention Fund applications are due March 1. 
 

E. Region V Meetings – Brinkman 
 
Meeting cancelled. 
 

F. Railroad Transportation Safety District – Schorr/Brinkman/Vest 
 
Vest reported they discussed adding the proposed sales tax increase to the April ballot.  If approved, 
the Railroad Transportation Safety District (RTSD) would receive .5% of the sales tax gathered.  An 
additional $200,000 for the RTSD for the 33rd and Cornhusker project was requested.  
 

G. Public Building Commission Chair Meeting with Mayor – Brinkman 
 
Brinkman stated plans for the old police building (233 Building) were discussed. 
 
6) PURCHASING THRESHOLDS – Bob Walla, Lincoln-Lancaster County Purchasing Agent 
 
Bob Walla, Lincoln-Lancaster County Purchasing Agent, stated he needed to know how the Board 
wants to handle contract reviews with the increased purchasing thresholds. 
 
It was the consensus of the Board for Jenifer Holloway, Deputy County Attorney, to bring a resolution 
to a Tuesday meeting regarding the increased purchasing thresholds using the limits set by the State. 
 
It was also the consensus of the Board that, with the increase in the threshold limit, additional 
contracts may come before the Board as recommendations at Walla’s discretion.  
 
Walla will add this topic to the March 20 employee training. 
 
7) SHERIFF'S OFFICE GENERAL INVESTIGATOR PROPOSAL – Terry Wagner, County 

Sheriff; and Todd Duncan, Chief Deputy County Sheriff 
 
Todd Duncan, Chief Deputy County Sheriff, discussed the request for Board approval for the Sheriff’s 
Office to hire one additional Full Time Equivalent (FTE) employee to be paid for by forfeited asset 
funds (see agenda packet.)  Sheriff Wagner explained how the original agreement was formatted.   
 
MOTION:  Schorr moved and Flowerday seconded approval of the request for a general investigator 
position.  Brinkman, Amundson, Vest, Schorr and Flowerday voted yes. Motion carried 5-0. 
 
The meeting was recessed at 10:46 a.m. and reconvened at 10:54 a.m. 
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DEPUTY CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER REPORT 
 

A. Confined Animal Feedlot Operation (CAFO) Committee 
 
Tom Cajka, Lincoln-Lancaster County Planning Department, Planner II, reviewed the list of applicants 
for the Confined Animal Feedlot Operation (CAFO) work group (Exhibit E).  He also contacted the 
Relator’s Association about possible membership. 
 
It was the consensus of the Board that the Center for Rural Affairs also be invited to participate. 
Applicants not selected will receive communication from the Board thanking them for their interest, 
informing them of meeting dates and inviting them to participate as members of the public.   
 
Meeting minutes will be prepared by the Planning Department. 
 
8) CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER REPORT 
 

A. 2019 Initiatives Report 
 
Ann Ames, Deputy Chief Administrative Officer, stated the Leadership Program received a $6,300 
grant from the Department of Workforce Development and a student from the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln is interested in joining the Leadership Academy.   
 
Schorr reported the Stepping Up agenda is available on the NACO website, and NACO is seeking 
financial support for the conference. 
 
Brinkman said the Mental Health Crisis Center (MHCC) resurvey will cost $1,800. 
 
Kerry Eagan, Chief Administrative Officer, said the Wilderness Park committee meeting will be next 
week. 
 

B. Chief Administrative Officer (CAO) Search Process Update 
 
It was the consensus of the Board for the Commissioners to forward their job description priorities to 
Schorr and Brinkman to compile for discussion next week. 
 
The Human Resources Director will be contacted for a search firm recommendation.   
 

C. Amended Fiscal Note Policy 
 
Brinkman reviewed the policy (see agenda packet).   
 
MOTION:  Amundson moved and Flowerday seconded approval to update and distribute the policy.  
Brinkman, Amundson, Vest, Schorr and Flowerday voted yes. Motion carried 5-0. 
 

D. Appeal from Denial of Driveway Access Permit for 2600 S. 154th Street, Walton, NE 
 
Eagan explained how property owners file a driveway request and the Board’s informal process on 
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hearing appeals (see agenda packet and Exhibit F).  Pam Dingman, County Engineer, explained the 
policy as to why the permit was denied.   
 
It was the consensus of the Board to hear the appeal at a future staff meeting. 
 

E. Claim for Review - PV # 637481 to Office Interiors & Design from Public Defender's Office 
in the Amount of $3,263.36.  This Payment Requires a Purchase Order. 

F. Claim for Review - PV #636682 to Journal Technologies Inc. from Community Corrections 
in the Amount of $616.00.  The Invoice is Dated September 19, 2018.  This Claim is 
Beyond the 90 Day Time Period. 

G. Claim for Review - PV #636650 and PV #636651 to Great Plains Fire and Safety from 
Corrections in the Amount of $77.00.  The Invoices are Dated June 11, 2018 ($20.00) and 
July 19, 2018 ($57.00) These Claims are Beyond the 90 Day Time Period. 

H. Claim for Review - PV #637383 to Cross Dillon Tire Inc., from County Engineering in the 
Amount of $555.04.  This Invoice is Dated September 18, 2018.  This Claim is Beyond the 
90 Day Time Period. 

 
MOTION:  Amundson moved and Flowerday seconded to forward Items 8.E, 8.F, 8.G and 8.H as 
regular claims to the next Tuesday agenda.  Brinkman, Schorr, Amundson, Vest and Flowerday voted 
yes.  Motion carried 5-0.   
 
9) DEPUTY CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER REPORT 
 

A. Confined Animal Feedlot Operation (CAFO) Committee 
 
Item moved forward on agenda. 
 
10) DISCUSSION OF OTHER MEETINGS ATTENDED 
 

A. JDAI Conference – Amundson 
 
Amundson reported on the importance of Disproportionate Minority Contact (DMC) data, the need to 
increase representation from DMC groups, transportation disparity, and the youth panel.  A state 
suicide prevention conference will be held in April.   
 
11) DISCUSSION OF COUNTY BOARD MEETINGS ATTENDED 
 

A. Justice Council – Schorr/Vest 
B. Lincoln Chamber of Commerce Coffee – Brinkman/Amundson 
C. Lincoln Metropolitan Planning Organization – Brinkman/Amundson 
D. JDAI Collaborative Meeting – Amundson/Brinkman 
E. Region V Meetings – Brinkman 
F. Railroad Transportation Safety District – Schorr/Brinkman/Vest 
G. Public Building Commission Chair Meeting with Mayor – Brinkman 

 
Items A-H were moved forward on the agenda.  
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H. Lancaster County Board Chair and Vice-Chair Meeting with Mayor – Brinkman/Amundson 
 
Brinkman reported the Wilderness Park Committee is moving along.  The City of Lincoln is preparing 
to annex a portion along Arbor Road.   The City proposed discussing a land-bank credit exchange 
between the City and the County.   
 

I. Public Building Commission – Brinkman/Amundson 
 
Brinkman stated a contract to install a mother’s room in the Hall of Justice, a bid for the dental clinic 
remodel, and a bid for a new mower with snow removal blade were approved.  The Commission also 
discussed additional video storage, new lighting upgrades, and the budget.  
 

J. Lincoln-Lancaster County Board of Health – Flowerday 
 
Flowerday said the Board of Health had a letter of support for LB710 (Change provisions relating to 
tobacco including sales, crimes, a tax increase, and distribution of funds) and a letter of opposition to 
LB 304 (Exempt certain operations from the definition of a food establishment under the Nebraska 
Pure Food Act), a fiscal year update and an air quality program update. 
 

K. Lancaster County Mental Health Crisis Center Advisory Board – Brinkman 
 
Brinkman reported a lock has been installed and implemented, however it is not functioning 
satisfactorily.  The MHCC is also working through a fire door release issue.  WellCare payments and 
grants from the Mental Health Foundation have been received. 
 
SCHEDULE OF BOARD MEMBER MEETINGS 
 
For informational purposes only. 
 
12) EMERGENCY ITEMS 
 
There were no emergency items. 
 
13) ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION:  Amundson moved and Schorr seconded to adjourn at 11:44 a.m.  Brinkman, Schorr, 
Amundson, Vest and Flowerday voted yes.  Motion carried 5-0.   
 
 

 






























































































































































