
STAFF MEETING MINUTES  
LANCASTER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

COUNTY-CITY BUILDING
ROOM 113 - BILL LUXFORD STUDIO

TUESDAY, APRIL 14, 2015
11:30 A.M. OR IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE 10:30 A.M. COUNTY BOARD

OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING

Commissioners Present: Roma Amundson, Chair
Larry Hudkins, Vice Chair
Deb Schorr
Bill Avery
Todd Wiltgen

Others Present: Kerry Eagan, Chief Administrative Officer
Gwen Thorpe, Deputy Chief Administrative Officer
Dennis Meyer, Budget and Fiscal Officer
Dan Nolte, County Clerk 
Cori Beattie, Deputy County Clerk
Ann Taylor, County Clerk’s Office

Advance public notice of the Board of Commissioners Staff Meeting was posted on the
County-City Building bulletin board and the Lancaster County, Nebraska, web site and
provided to the media on April 13, 2015.

The Chair noted the location of the Open Meetings Act and opened the meeting at
11:47 a.m.

AGENDA ITEM

 1 APPROVAL OF THE APRIL 9, 2015 STAFF MEETING MINUTES

The minutes were not available.

 2 ADDITIONS TO AGENDA

None were stated.
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 3 LEGISLATIVE UPDATE - Joe Kohout and Jonathan Bradford,
Kissel/E&S Associates (Legislative Consultants)

Joe Kohout, Kissel/E&S Associates, presented a legislative update and legislative bills
of interest report, noting the following (Exhibits A and B):

• The Legislature voted yesterday to advance Legislative Bill (LB) LB
610 (Change motor fuel excise taxes) to Final Reading (see Exhibit C
for record of the vote).  Kohout indicated 30 votes will be needed to
override an anticipated veto by the Governor.

• The prison reform package will be up for debate today at 1:30 p.m. 
Those bills are: LB 173 (Change habitual criminal provisions); LB 598
(Change and provide requirements regarding treatment and
segregation of mentally ill inmates); and LB 605 (Change classification
of penalties, punishments, probation and parole provisions, and
provisions relating to criminal records and restitution and provide for
a special legislative committee).  An amendment was filed by Senator
Seiler to address the concerns regarding penalty provisions that were
raised by the County Attorneys Association.  

Kohout said Larry Dix, Nebraska Association of County Officials (NACO) Executive
Director, has indicated NACO’s focus will be to make sure there is a $250,000 aid
component.  He also reported the Douglas County Board of Commissioners is still
debating a resolution to support LB 605.  Schorr asked what the $250,000 would be
utilized for.  Kohout said to offset any costs that counties can demonstrate are a result
of the passage of LB 605.  Schorr asked whether the County could access the funds if
it becomes necessary to add another County judge.  Kohout did not know.  He said
$250,000 isn’t a lot of money but state senators are frustrated with how some of the
juvenile diversion dollars were used since passage of the juvenile reform component
and are reluctant to fund this to a greater extent.  Kohout said negotiations are
continuing between the Nebraska Attorney General’s Office and Senator Seiler and said
the County Attorneys Association remains engaged.  Eagan said the whole premise of
LB 605 is to relieve the burden on the Nebraska State Penitentiary.  He said he views it
as anti-tax relief and believes the State will only pay the County a fraction of its actual
costs for the prisoners.  There was consensus to have Kohout relay the Board’s
concerns regarding potential costs.

Kohout also reported he had further discussions with representatives of the City of
Lincoln regarding amendments to LB 132 (Change joint public agency bonding powers
and procedures) that had previously been offered to Senator Ebke (see April 9th

County Board Staff Meeting minutes).  He said he then approached Senator Ebke and
expressed the Board’s concerns about two issues: 1) The refinancing component; and
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2) Use of the bonding authority under Nebraska Revised Statute §23-120 (Provide
buildings; tax; levy authorized).  Kohout said Senator Ebke expressed a willingness to
examine those concerns further and said he and Eagan plan to meet with her on
Wednesday.  It was noted the bill moved off General File last week. 

Schorr exited the meeting at 12:06 p.m.

 4 ACTION ITEMS

There were no action items.

 5 CONSENT ITEMS

There were no consent items.

 6 ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER REPORT

A. Reappointments to the Lincoln-Lancaster County Board of Health
(Alan Doster and Craig Strong)

There was consensus to schedule the item on the April 21, 2015 County Board of
Commissioners Meeting agenda.

 7 PENDING

There were no pending items.

 8 DISCUSSION OF BOARD MEMBER MEETINGS

There were no meetings to discuss.

 9 EMERGENCY ITEMS AND OTHER BUSINESS

There were no emergency items or other business.

10 ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Wiltgen moved and Hudkins seconded to adjourn the meeting at 12:08
p.m.  Wiltgen, Avery, Hudkins and Amundson voted aye.  Schorr was
absent from voting.  Motion carried 4-0.

_________________
Dan Nolte
Lancaster County Clerk
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