
STAFF MEETING MINUTES  
LANCASTER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

COUNTY-CITY BUILDING
BILL LUXFORD STUDIO (FORMERLY KNOWN AS ROOM 113)

TUESDAY, MARCH 11, 2014
11:15 A.M. OR IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING CONCLUSION OF 

THE REGULAR COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING

Commissioners Present: Larry Hudkins, Chair
Brent Smoyer, Vice Chair
Deb Schorr
Jane Raybould

Commissioners Absent: Roma Amundson

Others Present: Kerry Eagan, Chief Administrative Officer
Gwen Thorpe, Deputy Chief Administrative Officer
Dan Nolte, County Clerk
Cori Beattie, Deputy County Clerk
Ann Taylor, County Clerk’s Office

Advance public notice of the Board of Commissioners Staff Meeting was posted on the
County-City Building bulletin board and the Lancaster County, Nebraska, web site and
provided to the media on March 10, 2014.

The Chair noted the location of the Open Meetings Act and opened the meeting at
11:18 a.m.

AGENDA ITEM

 1 APPROVAL OF THE MARCH 6, 2014 STAFF MEETING MINUTES 

MOTION: Smoyer moved and Schorr seconded approval of the March 6, 2014 Staff
Meeting minutes.  Schorr, Smoyer, Raybould and Hudkins voted aye. 
Amundson was absent from voting.  Motion carried 4-0.

 2 ADDITIONS TO AGENDA

None were stated.
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 3 LEGISLATIVE UPDATE - Gordon Kissel and Joe Kohout, Kissel/E&S
Associates (Legislative Consultants)

Joe Kohout, Kissel/E&S Associates, presented a legislative update, noting bills that
relate to the County’s legislative priorities and other legislation of potential interest to
the County (Exhibits A and B).  He referenced adult corrections reform efforts and said
he anticipates that Legislative Bill (LB) 907 (Provide for supervised release, re-entry
probation officers, create the Nebraska Center for Justice Research, and change pre-
sentence investigations and good time provisions) and LB 999 (Adopt the Criminal
Justice Reentry and Data Act and create the Reentry Programming Board) will be
merged into one bill and advanced.  Kohout also reported there has been discussion of
remodeling a facility in Hastings to serve as a mental health facility for individuals
identified in the correctional system as having significant mental health needs.

Raybould asked Kohout whether Commissioners should lobby senators to support LB
887 (Adopt the Wellness in Nebraska Act) the Medicaid expansion bill.  Kohout said he
will run it by the coalition that is supporting Medicaid expansion and report back on
what their thoughts are.  Raybould said the National Association of County Officials
(NACo) has a policy paper that suggests individuals being booked into a correctional
facility be evaluated to see if they qualify for Medicaid or coverage under the
Affordable Care Act.  Kohout said he will talk to Larry Dix, Nebraska Association of
County Officials (NACO) Executive Director, and Julie Erickson, who has done
extensive work in the area of “navigators”, which were created by federal health care
reform. 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER REPORT

A. Letter of Support for Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) Grant

MOTION: Schorr moved and Smoyer seconded to authorize signature by the Chair. 
Raybould, Smoyer, Schorr and Hudkins voted aye.  Amundson was
absent from voting.  Motion carried 4-0.

 4 LINCOLN COMMUNITY FOUNDATION GRANT ($3,800 FOR
TRAINING CONFERENCE FOR VETERANS DIVERSION STAFF) -
Kim Etherton, Community Corrections Director

Kim Etherton, Community Corrections Director, said her department was awarded a
$3,800 Lincoln Community Foundation grant to pay travel expenses for Veteran
Diversion Program staff who will be attending a training conference in Anaheim,
California.  She said the conference is held in conjunction with National Association of
Drug Court Professionals training.
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MOTION: Smoyer moved and Raybould seconded to authorize the Chair to sign a
letter acknowledging receipt of the grant (see Exhibit C).  Smoyer,
Raybould and Hudkins voted aye.  Schorr abstained from voting, due to a
conflict of interest.  Amundson was absent from voting.  Motion carried
3-0, with one abstention.

NOTE: Schorr is a member of the Lincoln Community Foundation Board of Directors.

DISCUSSION OF BOARD MEMBER MEETINGS

B. Region V Governing Board - Smoyer

Smoyer said the meeting was routine in nature.

C. Meeting with Mayor - Hudkins, Smoyer

Hudkins said the meeting was cancelled.

EMERGENCY ITEMS AND OTHER BUSINESS

Hudkins reported on a meeting the Public Building Commission (PBC) had with the
Mayor.  He said they discussed the 233 Building (former Lincoln Police Department
Building) and the Mayor asked whether the County would be willing to move
Emergency Management, which is located on the lower level.  They also discussed
plans to remodel the former Lancaster County Adult Detention Facility (605 South 10th

Street).

 5 INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS FOR INDEPENDENT CONTRACTORS
- Dr. Mitchel Herian, PhD, University of Nebraska Public Policy Center;
Dennis Keefe, Public Defender; Brittany Behrens, Deputy County Attorney

NOTE: The County intends to contract with Dr. Herian to finish the scope of work
remaining under terms of a consulting contract with Dr. Liz Neeley, Objective
Advantage, LLC, for implementation of the recommendations of the Lancaster County
Indigent Defense Advisory Committee aimed at decreasing the costs of legal services
in Lancaster County (see December 19, 2013 Staff Meeting Minutes).

Dr. Mitchel Herian, PhD, University of Nebraska Public Policy Center, said he has had
difficulty in procuring insurance to meet the requirements of the contract.  He said he
contacted two insurance providers and they were unable to find any carriers who
would provide coverage.
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Brittany Behrens, Deputy County Attorney, said that can occur when the scope of the
work is so limited.  She said she consulted Sue Eckley, County Risk Manager, and Tom
Champoux, UNICO Group, Inc., and they felt the County’s exposure would be very
limited, due to the nature of the work. 

MOTION: Smoyer moved and Schorr seconded to waive the insurance
requirements for the contract.  Schorr, Raybould, Smoyer and Hudkins
voted aye.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 6 EXECUTIVE SESSION (POTENTIAL LITIGATION) - Doug Cyr, Chief
Administrative Deputy County Attorney; Richard Grabow and Brittany
Behrens, Deputy County Attorneys

MOTION: Smoyer moved and Schorr seconded to enter Executive Session at 11:41
a.m. for the purpose of protecting the public interest with regards to
potential litigation. 

The Chair restated the motion for the record.

ROLL CALL:  Raybould, Smoyer, Schorr and Hudkins voted aye.  Amundson was
absent from voting.  Motion carried 4-0. 

MOTION: Smoyer moved and Schorr seconded to exit Executive Session at 12:12
p.m.  Schorr, Smoyer, Raybould and Hudkins voted aye.  Amundson was
absent from voting.  Motion carried 4-0.

 7 ACTION ITEMS

There were no action items.

 8 CONSENT ITEMS

There were no consent items.

 9 ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER REPORT

A. Letter of Support for Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) Grant

Item was moved forward on the agenda.
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10 PENDING

There were no pending items.

11 DISCUSSION OF BOARD MEMBER MEETINGS

A. Chamber Coffee - Amundson, Schorr, Smoyer

Meeting report was given at the March 6, 2014 Staff Meeting. 

B. Region V Governing Board - Smoyer
C. Meeting with Mayor - Hudkins, Smoyer

Items B and C were moved forward on the agenda.

12 EMERGENCY ITEMS AND OTHER BUSINESS

Item was moved forward on the agenda.

13 ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Smoyer moved and Schorr seconded to adjourn the meeting at 12:12
p.m.  Raybould, Schorr, Smoyer and Hudkins voted aye.  Amundson was
absent from voting.  Motion carried 4-0.

_________________
Dan Nolte
Lancaster County Clerk
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