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MINUTES 
LANCASTER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 5, 2014 
COUNTY-CITY BUILDING, ROOM 112 

10:30 A.M. 
 
Advance public notice of the Board of Commissioners meeting was posted on the County-City 
Building bulletin board and the Lancaster County, Nebraska, web site and emailed to the media on 
August 1, 2014. 
 
 Commissioners present: Larry Hudkins, Chair  
      Brent Smoyer, Vice Chair 
      Roma Amundson 
      Jane Raybould 

 
Commissioners absent:  Deb Schorr 
 
Others present:     Kerry Eagan, Chief Administrative Officer 

Gwen Thorpe, Deputy Chief Administrative Officer 
Brittany Behrens, Deputy County Attorney 
Dan Nolte, County Clerk 
Cori Beattie, Deputy County Clerk 
Angela Zocholl, County Clerk’s Office 

 
The Chair called the meeting to order at 10:31 a.m., the pledge of allegiance was recited and the 
location of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act was announced. 
 
1) MINUTES: Approval of the minutes of the Board of Commissioners meeting held on 

Tuesday, July 29, 2014.   
 
MOTION: Smoyer moved and Raybould seconded approval of the minutes.  Raybould, Amundson, 
Smoyer and Hudkins voted aye.  Schorr was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
2) CLAIMS: Approval of all claims processed through Tuesday, August 5, 2014. 

 
MOTION: Amundson moved and Raybould seconded approval of the claims.  Raybould, Amundson, 
Smoyer and Hudkins voted aye.  Schorr was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 
3) SPECIAL PRESENTATION: 

 
A. Recognition of the County Records and Information Management Department for 

participation in the 2014 Work and Gain Experience in the Summer (WAGES) 
Program, sponsored by the Nebraska Commission for the Blind and Visually 
Impaired – Brian Pillard, Records Manager; Jessica Brennfoerder, program 
participant; and Amy Buresh, Nebraska Commission for the Blind and Visually 
Impaired. 
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SPECIAL PRESENTATION CONTINUED: 
 
Brian Pillard provided information on the summer program and introduced Amy Buresh.  Buresh 
discussed the valuable work experience gained by those in the program, as well as other skills taught 
by their organization.  She introduced Jessica Brennfoerder who expressed her appreciation for the 
opportunity and shared her plans for the future.  Pillard presented a certificate of appreciation from 
the Nebraska Commission for the Blind and Visually Impaired.   
 
4) NEW BUSINESS: 
 

A. Resolution adopting certain amendments to the Lancaster County HIPAA Privacy 
Policies.  (R-14-0042) 

 
MOTION: Smoyer moved and Raybould seconded approval of the resolution.  Smoyer, Raybould, 
Amundson and Hudkins voted aye.  Schorr was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 

B. Recommendation from Purchasing and the County Sheriff to issue a purchase order 
to CDW at a cost of $25,581.43 for seven Panasonic Toughbooks.  (B-14-0030) 
 

Jeff Bliemeister, Chief Deputy Sheriff, said the toughbooks, which are used in the vehicles, are 
purchased through a cooperative agreement with the City and the County.   
 
MOTION: Smoyer moved and Raybould seconded approval of the recommendation.  Raybould, 
Amundson, Smoyer and Hudkins voted aye.  Schorr was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 

C. Mini-grant contract application and award with the Nebraska Office of Highway 
Safety (NOHS) for the “You Drink and Drive. You Lose.” mobilization.  NOHS will 
provide funding for overtime in the amount of $5,799.20.  (C-14-0390) 

 
MOTION: Raybould moved and Smoyer seconded approval of the application and award.  Raybould, 
Amundson, Smoyer and Hudkins voted aye.  Schorr was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 

D. Interlocal agreement with the City of Waverly for three Sheriff’s Deputies for law 
enforcement services within the corporate limits of the City of Waverly.  Waverly 
will pay the County $24,727.11 per month.  Term of the agreement is October 1, 
2014, to September 30, 2015.  (C-14-0391) 

 
MOTION: Amundson moved and Smoyer seconded approval of the agreement.  Amundson, Smoyer, 
Raybould and Hudkins voted aye.  Schorr was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 

E. Defensive driving course agreement with the National Safety Council, Nebraska, 
for online STOP traffic diversion classes.  The County will pay $19.20 per course for 
3,000 online courses.  Term of the agreement is one year from the date of 
execution.  (C-14-0392) 
 

MOTION: Raybould moved and Smoyer seconded approval of the agreement.  Smoyer, Raybould, 
Amundson and Hudkins voted aye.  Schorr was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 
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NEW BUSINESS CONTINUED: 
 

F. Grant contract with the Nebraska Crime Commission in the amount of $85,303 for 
the Lancaster County Training Application.  (C-14-0393) 
 

MOTION: Smoyer moved and Raybould seconded approval of the contract.  Raybould, Amundson, 
Smoyer and Hudkins voted aye.  Schorr was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 
G. Contract between Insight Public Sector, Lancaster County and the City of Lincoln 

for computers: Enterprise hardware, software and services.  (C-14-0394) 
 

MOTION: Raybould moved and Amundson seconded approval of the contract.  Raybould, 
Amundson, Smoyer and Hudkins voted aye.  Schorr was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 
H. Political subdivision tort claim filed by Joel Leibel in the amount of $1,800.  

 
MOTION: Smoyer moved and Raybould seconded denial of the tort claim based on the Corrections 
Director’s recommendation.  Amundson, Smoyer, Raybould and Hudkins voted aye.  Schorr was 
absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
5) CONSENT ITEMS: These are routine business items that are expected to be adopted 

without dissent.  Any individual item may be removed for special discussion and 
consideration by a Commissioner or by any member of the public without prior notice.  
Unless there is an exception, these items will be approved as one with a single vote of 
the Board of Commissioners.  These items are approval of: 

 
A. Setting of public hearings on Tuesday, August 12, 2014, at 10:30 a.m., in Room 112 

of the County-City Building (555 S. 10th Street, Lincoln), regarding the following: 
1. County Change of Zone No. 14019, from AG Agricultural District to AGR 

Agricultural Residential District, on property generally located at SW 56th Street 
and W. Denton Road. 

2. County Special Permit No. 14017, to develop the Bronco Hills Estates 
Community Unit Plan, on property generally located at SW 56th Street and W. 
Denton Road.   

 
MOTION: Amundson moved and Raybould seconded approval of the consent items.  Smoyer, 
Raybould, Amundson and Hudkins voted aye.  Schorr was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 
6) PUBLIC COMMENT:  Those wishing to speak on items relating to County business not 

on the agenda may do so at this time.  
 
No one appeared for public comment. 
 
7) ANNOUNCEMENTS:   
 

A. The Lancaster Board of Commissioners will hold a staff meeting on Thursday, 
August 7, 2014, at 8:30 a.m., in the Bill Luxford Studio (Room 113) of the County-
City Building (555 S. 10th Street, Lincoln).         
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ANNOUNCEMENTS CONTINUED: 
 

B. The Lancaster County Board of Commissioners will hold their next regular meeting 
on Tuesday, August 12, 2014, at 10:30 a.m., in Room 112 of the County-City 
Building (555 S. 10th Street, Lincoln) with the Board of Equalization immediately 
following.   

 
C. The County Commissioners can be reached at 402-441-7447 or 

commish@lancaster.ne.gov. 
 

D. The Lancaster County Board of Commissioners meeting is broadcast live.  It is 
rebroadcast on Tuesday and Saturday on 5 City-TV, Cable Channel 5.  In addition, 
the meeting may be viewed on the internet at lancaster.ne.gov under 5 City-TV, 
Video on Demand or 5 City-TV on YouTube. 

 
8)  ADJOURNMENT 

 
MOTION: Raybould moved and Smoyer seconded to adjourn the Board of Commissioners meeting 
at 10:49 a.m.  Raybould, Amundson, Smoyer and Hudkins voted aye.  Schorr was absent.  Motion 
carried 4-0. 
 
 
 
__________________ 
Dan Nolte 
Lancaster County Clerk 
 



- 1 - 

MINUTES 
LANCASTER COUNTY BOARD OF EQUALIZATION 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 5, 2014 
COUNTY-CITY BUILDING, ROOM 112 

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE LANCASTER COUNTY  
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING 

 
Advance public notice of the Board of Equalization meeting was posted on the County-City Building 
bulletin board and the Lancaster County, Nebraska, web site and emailed to the media on August 1, 
2014. 
 
 Commissioners present: Larry Hudkins, Chair  
      Brent Smoyer, Vice Chair 
      Roma Amundson 
      Jane Raybould 

Deb Schorr 
 

Others present:     Norma Agena, County Assessor/Register of Deeds 
  Rob Ogden Deputy County Assessor/Register of Deeds 

Scott Gaines, Deputy County Assessor/Register of Deeds 
Kerry Eagan, Chief Administrative Officer 
Gwen Thorpe, Deputy Chief Administrative Officer 
Brittany Behrens, Deputy County Attorney 
John Watson, Deputy County Attorney 
Dan Nolte, County Clerk 
Cori Beattie, Deputy County Clerk 
Angela Zocholl, County Clerk’s Office 

 
The Chair called the meeting to order at 10:49 a.m. and the location of the Nebraska Open Meetings 
Act was announced. 

 
1) MINUTES: Approval of the minutes of the Board of Equalization meeting held on 

Tuesday, July 29, 2014.   
 

MOTION: Smoyer moved and Amundson seconded approval of the minutes.  Raybould, Amundson, 
Smoyer and Hudkins voted aye.  Schorr was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 
2) ADDITIONS AND DEDUCTIONS TO THE TAX ASSESSMENT ROLLS: (See attached 

additions and deductions) 
 

MOTION: Raybould moved and Smoyer seconded approval of the additions and deductions.  
Raybould, Amundson, Smoyer and Hudkins voted aye.  Schorr was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 
3) MOTOR VEHICLE TAX EXEMPTION APPLICATIONS: 

 
Community Action Partnership of Lancaster and Saunders Counties 
 

MOTION: Smoyer moved and Raybould seconded approval of the motor vehicle tax exemption 
applications.  Amundson, Smoyer, Raybould and Hudkins voted aye.  Schorr was absent.  Motion 
carried 4-0. 
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4) APPEAL OF ASSESSED VALUATION CHANGE: 
 

Ryan Omel 
 
Scott Gaines, Deputy County Assessor/Register of Deeds, said the value changed under a recent 
Greenbelt approval.  After reviewing the land use, the Assessor’s Office recommended adjusting the 
value to $9,000. 
 
MOTION: Amundson moved and Smoyer seconded approval of the appeal to adjust the value to 
$9,000 based on the County Assessor’s recommendation.  Smoyer, Raybould, Amundson and Hudkins 
voted aye.  Schorr was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
5) PUBLIC COMMENT:  Those wishing to speak on items relating to County business not 

on the agenda may do so at this time.  
 
Glen Steffensmeier, 16522 S. 134th Street, said the referee had recommended no change to his 
assessed property value of $416,400.  He discussed the comparable properties in his area and the 
costs of building his home.  He showed pictures of his home, along with his shed and incomplete 
deck (Exhibit A).  He felt his value should be lowered to $326,000.  Steffensmeier added that he tried 
to sell his home three years ago and only had an offer for $340,000, which included the acreage 
equipment.              
 
Tom Kubert, Great Plains Appraisal, said the protest and supplemental information were reviewed for 
Steffensmeier’s property, and he felt the improvements were consistently valued in the Assessor’s 
system.  Kubert confirmed that the deck was on the property when the Assessor valued the property 
for 2014, that no general contractor fees had been figured into building costs and that no appraisal 
had been done.  Kubert said he would recommend no change today, but an appraisal would be 
beneficial for Steffensmeier if he pursued the next level with TERC (Tax Equalization Review 
Commission). 
 
Peter Katt, representative for Hartland Homes (now known as HH Development), explained that 
Hartland Homes traditionally developed its own lots with its own product, but now HH Development 
markets lots to anyone.  In 2012, vacant land was assessed at about half the retail price, and 
Hartland Homes lots were sold as part of the property.  In 2013, the Assessor said everything would 
be assessed at a retail price, which doubled the values and made it higher than the list price.  He 
asked that the values at least be reduced to the list price.  Katt discussed changes to the referee 
system in recent years, suggesting separate referee representation at the County and State levels, as 
well as a reduction of the whole class of vacant lots.   
 
Kubert said most of these properties are on appeal with TERC, and it is the first time he has seen the 
list price information since referee hearings were waived.  Katt said this information was submitted in 
2013; he waived hearings in 2014 because his understanding was nothing would be changed while 
TERC cases are still pending.  Kubert questioned if any properties sold during this time.  Katt said 
four properties sold and agreed to provide that information to Kubert. 
 
John Schupbach, 2304 S. 24th Street, distributed documents related to his property valuation protest 
(Exhibit B).  He discussed his pending TERC case, comparable properties and the change in the 
referee’s original recommendation from $39,200 to $53,800 based on the pending TERC case.   
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PUBLIC COMMENT CONTINUED: 
 
Brian McAllister, 17321 Pioneers Boulevard, discussed the rounding of property valuation numbers 
under Nebraska Revised Statute §77-1311.01 (The county assessor may, in extending a value on any 
item of real property, reject all values that fall below two dollars and fifty cents and extend all values 
of two dollars and fifty cents or more to the next higher five dollars or multiples thereof, making all 
valuations end in zero or five.)  He reviewed the LCG (Land Capability Group) rates and the referee’s 
report, noting that numbers appeared to be rounded to the nearest $100 on both.  In addition, 
McAllister discussed agricultural and horticultural land definitions and valuations, quoting Nebraska 
Revised Statute §77-103, Nebraska State Constitution Article VIII-1, Nebraska Revised Statute §77-
1359, Nebraska Revised Statute §77-1343.  He clarified that his protest pertains to the value of the 
farm site, the farm site land and the farm home site land.  He said the 2013 protest is pending with 
TERC. 
 
Kubert noted there was not a requested value on McAllister’s protest form.  He said there is nothing 
to say Lancaster County taxpayers have been treated inappropriately because of Nebraska law.   
 
The Chair recessed the meeting at 11:37 a.m. 
 
The Chair reconvened the meeting at 11:50 a.m.     
 
6) FINAL ACTION ON REAL PROPERTY VALUATION PROTESTS FOR 2014 
 
Tom Kubert, Great Plains Appraisal, introduced Cody Gerdes and Lori Johnson who assisted with the 
protest process.  He provided an overview of the 2014 protest process, noting there were around 
1,100 protests filed (1% of the parcels in Lancaster County) and 394 referee hearings waived.  He 
discussed expectations and changes for the 2015 protest year.  
 
Kubert addressed the Hartland Homes protests (discussed in Item 5).  He noted three properties 
selling for $30,000, $36,000 and $22,000 (Exhibit C).  He did not feel the valuation was in error at 
this point.    
 
Schorr entered the meeting at 12:15 p.m. 
 
Kubert reviewed valuation protests that received additional information but had no changes to the 
original referee recommended value: 14-00004, 14-00005 and 14-00008 (Sergey Nadein); 14-00143 
(Sandra Johnson); 14-00145 (Robert Frerichs); 14-00147 (Orchid Enterprises Limited); 14-00164 
(Rhodes Family Trust); 14-00178 (Jerry & Joan Pflanz); 14-00232 (Timothy Foster); 14-00508 (Kim 
Rayment & Joel Minge); 14-00511 (Brown Family Trust); 14-00567 (Duane & Marles Theasmeyer); 
14-00573 (Lynda Parde & Ricky Rohrs); 14-00583 (Pat & Michele Klausen); 14-00637 (Doron & Karli 
Bonnie); 14-00714 (Burlington Northern Railroad); 14-00767 (Bayview Loan Servicing, LLC); 14-
00792 (LHP, LLC); 14-00819 (Richard & Sandra Keefover); 14-00857 (Glen & Margaret 
Steffensmeier); 14-00861 (Margaret Kahler); 14-00868 (Brian & Rita McAllister); 14-00875 (JR 
Schupbach); 14-00948 (Marcella Barber Trust); 14-00959, 14-00961, 14-00962, 14-00963, 14-00968, 
14-00973 and 14-00976 (LHP, LLC); 14-01049 (Rae Ann Schmeichel Trust); 14-01078 (Lee Krumm); 
and 14-01102 (Mark Lucey). 
 
Kubert reviewed valuation protests that received additional information and had changes to the 
original referee recommended value: 14-00011 (Paul & Jeannette Fry) from $313,000 to $270,000 
and 14-00083 (Bryan & Lyndsay Stutzman) from $207,800 to $163,000;  
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FINAL ACTION ON REAL PROPERTY VALUATION PROTESTS FOR 2014 CONTINUED: 
 
MOTION:  Amundson moved and Raybould seconded to accept the recommendations of the 
referees for the 2014 real estate property valuations as established by the record except where the 
Board of Equalization determined a revised value was warranted during protest hearings.  Raybould, 
Amundson, Smoyer, Schorr and Hudkins voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
MOTION:  Amundson moved and Schorr seconded to close the Board of Equalization acting upon 
individual real property valuation protests for 2014.  Amundson, Smoyer, Schorr, Raybould and 
Hudkins voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
7) ADJOURNMENT  
 
MOTION: Raybould moved and Smoyer seconded to adjourn the Board of Equalization meeting at 
12:38 p.m.  Raybould, Amundson, Smoyer, Schorr and Hudkins voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
 
 
__________________ 
Dan Nolte 
Lancaster County Clerk 
 




































































