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MINUTES 
LANCASTER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TUESDAY, JULY 8, 2014 
COUNTY-CITY BUILDING, ROOM 112 

10:30 A.M. 
 

Advance public notice of the Board of Commissioners meeting was posted on the County-City 
Building bulletin board and the Lancaster County, Nebraska, web site and emailed to the media on 
July 3, 2014. 
 
 Commissioners present: Brent Smoyer, Vice Chair 
      Roma Amundson 
      Jane Raybould 

  Deb Schorr 
 
Commissioners absent:  Larry Hudkins, Chair 
 
Others present:     Kerry Eagan, Chief Administrative Officer 

Gwen Thorpe, Deputy Chief Administrative Officer 
Richard Grabow, Deputy County Attorney 
Dan Nolte, County Clerk 
Cori Beattie, Deputy County Clerk 
Angela Zocholl, County Clerk’s Office 

 
The Chair called the meeting to order at 10:31 a.m. and the location of the Nebraska Open Meetings 
Act was announced. 
      
1) PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
2) MINUTES: Approval of the minutes of the Board of Commissioners meetings held on 

Tuesday, July 1, 2014. 
 
MOTION: Raybould moved and Schorr seconded approval of the minutes.  Schorr, Raybould and 
Smoyer voted aye.  Amundson abstained.  Hudkins was absent.  Motion carried 3-0 with one 
abstention. 
 
3) CLAIMS: Approval of all claims processed through Tuesday, July 8, 2014. 

 
MOTION: Raybould moved and Schorr seconded approval of the claims.  Raybould, Amundson, 
Schorr and Smoyer voted aye.  Hudkins was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 
4) SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS: 
 

A. Proclamation of July 7-25, 2014, as the annual “Campaign Against Hunger” - Scott 
Young, Executive Director of the Lincoln Food Bank, Minette Genuchi and Elaine 
Severe, Food Drive Co-chairs.  (See 5A for correlating item.) 
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SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS CONTINUED: 
 
Scott Young introduced Alex Shada and Kim Miller from the Lincoln Food Bank and discussed the 
“Produce Results” campaign.  He noted that last year’s City-County drive gathered 3,636 lb of food 
and $24,616.  Young said the Lincoln Food Bank serves 16 counties in Southeast Nebraska. 
 
Schorr commended Minette Genuchi and Elaine Severe for their work with the Food Bank, as well as 
other employees who are involved with the ongoing fundraisers.   
 
The Deputy Clerk read the proclamation for the record. 
 

B. Commissioners’ Award of Excellence for June 2014 to Maria Bachman, Brian 
Hansen and Dave Marreel, Corrections. 

 
Mike Thurber, Corrections Director, and Brad Johnson, Corrections Transition Coordinator, recognized 
Maria Bachman, Brian Hansen and Dave Marreel for their work in the facility transition.  The Deputy 
Clerk read the nomination for the record.  Raybould, Amundson and Schorr presented plaques to the 
recipients who expressed their appreciation for the award.   
 

C. Recognition of Megan Pohlen for receiving a 2014 NACO (Nebraska Association of 
County Officials) scholarship – Larry Dix, NACO Executive Director. 

 
Larry Dix said the annual scholarship of $1,000 is awarded to ten children of County officials and 
employees across the State.  Megan Pohlen, daughter of Kim and Jane Pohlen, expressed her 
appreciation for the award, discussed her plans for the future and recognized her family members 
present.  (Kim Pohlen is a security guard in the Sheriff’s Office.)      
 

D. Region V Annual Report – Dave Merrill, Region V Services, and C. J. Johnson, 
Region V Systems. 

 
C.J. Johnson distributed the Region V Systems 2012-2013 Annual Report (Exhibit A).  He explained 
that Region V Systems provides mental health and substance abuse services to approximately 10,000 
individuals throughout Southeast Nebraska annually.  Johnson discussed Emergency System 
Coordination (reduction in emergency protective custody and repeat admissions), the Rental 
Assistance Program, demographic information and the Professional Partner program.  In response to 
Raybould’s question on future concerns, Johnson discussed the Legislature’s withdrawal of 
$5,000,000 from the public behavioral health system beginning July 1, 2014.  This resulted in Region 
V reducing funds by $1,100,000.  He stated that he has not seen a reduction in need, although the 
system is stable.  Currently, additional services are not being purchased.  Johnson thanked Gwen 
Thorpe, Deputy Chief Administrative Officer, for her work with the transition of the Community 
Mental Health Center.   
 
Dave Merrill distributed the Region V Services 2013 Annual Report (Exhibit B).  He explained that 
Region V Services provides direct support to people with developmental disabilities.  He discussed the 
positive indicators of success (employment in the community, home ownership), changes in 
legislation (homestead expansion bill, establishment of office of public guardianship, streamlined 
criminal background checks, addition of $5,000,000 to waiting list appropriations) the people 
supported and funding.  Merrill thanked Smoyer for serving on the governing board.   
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5) NEW BUSINESS: 
 

A. Resolution proclaiming the period of July 7-25, 2014, as the annual “Campaign 
Against Hunger.”  (R-14-0035) 

 
MOTION: Schorr moved and Raybould seconded approval of the resolution.  Schorr, Raybould, 
Amundson and Smoyer voted aye.  Hudkins was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 

B. Resolution in the matter of County Change of Zone No. 14014, requesting a change 
from AG Agricultural to AGR Agricultural Residential on property generally located 
at Southwest 29th Street and West Martell Road, Lancaster County, Nebraska.   
(R-14-0036) 
 

MOTION: Schorr moved and Amundson seconded approval of the resolution.  Schorr, Raybould, 
Amundson and Smoyer voted aye.  Hudkins was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 
C. Recommendation from Purchasing to award a bid to Dry Clean City in the amount 

of $50,000 (four-year term) for uniform cleaning for the County Sheriff and 
Corrections.  (B-14-0027) 
 

MOTION: Amundson moved and Schorr seconded approval of the recommendation.  Schorr, 
Raybould, Amundson and Smoyer voted aye.  Hudkins was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 
D. Construction contract with Gana Trucking & Excavating in the amount of 

$259,229.58 for erosion control at various culverts and bridges.  (C-14-0348) 
 
Pam Dingman, County Engineer, said this is an annual maintenance contract for repair of erosion 
damage.  She noted that erosion was particularly bad this year. 
 
MOTION: Raybould moved and Amundson seconded approval of the contract.  Raybould, 
Amundson, Schorr and Smoyer voted aye.  Hudkins was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 
E. Amendment to County Contract C-14-0294 with B.I. Incorporated for the annual 

supply of offender monitoring products, services and solutions.  The amendment 
adds GPS equipment to the list of available products.  (C-14-0349)   

 
MOTION: Raybould moved and Amundson seconded approval of the amendment.  Amundson, 
Schorr, Raybould and Smoyer voted aye.  Hudkins was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 

F. Amendment to C-10-0317 with Correctional Healthcare Companies for medical 
services at the Youth Services Center.  The amendment renews the agreement for 
an additional one-year term from July 1, 2014, to June 30, 2015, and increases the 
amount of compensation to $15,369.42 per month.  (C-14-0350) 
 

MOTION: Schorr moved and Raybould seconded approval of the amendment.  Schorr, Raybould, 
Amundson and Smoyer voted aye.  Hudkins was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 
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NEW BUSINESS CONTINUED: 
 

G. Contract between Mark Lukin, PhD, and Lancaster County, on behalf of the 
Lancaster County Mental Health Crisis Center, for services of a qualified 
psychologist.  The services will be provided at the rate of $65 per hour for up to 
320 hours per year.  Term of the contract is May 1, 2014, to April 30, 2015.   
(C-14-0351) 
 

MOTION: Amundson moved and Raybould seconded approval of the contract.  Schorr, Raybould, 
Amundson and Smoyer voted aye.  Hudkins was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 
H. Agreement with the Child Guidance Center for internal case management and 

evaluation services at the Youth Services Center.  The County will pay $67,951.45 
for the services.  Term of the agreement is July 1, 2014, to June 30, 2015.   
(C-14-0352) 
 

MOTION: Raybould moved and Amundson seconded approval of the agreement.  Raybould, 
Amundson, Schorr and Smoyer voted aye.  Hudkins was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 
I. Grant contract with the Nebraska Crime Commission for the Indian Center, Inc.  

The Commission will provide $41,000 and the Indian Center will provide an 
$18,128 match for a total project cost of $59,128.  (C-14-0353) 

 
MOTION: Schorr moved and Raybould seconded approval of the contract.  Amundson, Schorr, 
Raybould and Smoyer voted aye.  Hudkins was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 

J. Grant contract with the Nebraska Crime Commission for Christian Heritage.  The 
Commission will provide $9,878 and Christian Heritage will provide a $60,606 
match for a total project cost of $70,484.  (C-14-0354) 

 
MOTION: Raybould moved and Amundson seconded approval of the contract.  Schorr, Raybould, 
Amundson and Smoyer voted aye.  Hudkins was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
6) CONSENT ITEMS: These are routine business items that are expected to be adopted 

without dissent.  Any individual item may be removed for special discussion and 
consideration by a Commissioner or by any member of the public without prior notice.  
Unless there is an exception, these items will be approved as one with a single vote of 
the Board of Commissioners.  These items are approval of: 

 
A. Receive and place on file the following reports for June 2014: 

1. County Clerk 
2. Clerk of the District Court 
3. County Assessor/Register of Deeds 

 
B. Setting of a public hearing on Tuesday, July 15, 2014, at 10:30 a.m., in Room 112 

of the County-City Building (555 S. 10th Street, Lincoln) regarding County Change 
of Zone No. 14015, from AG Agricultural District to I Industrial District, on property 
generally located at S. 148th Street and Hooper Road. 
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CONSENT ITEMS CONTINUED: 
 
MOTION: Schorr moved and Amundson seconded approval of the consent items.  Schorr, Raybould, 
Amundson and Smoyer voted aye.  Hudkins was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
7) PUBLIC COMMENT:  Those wishing to speak on items relating to County business not 

on the agenda may do so at this time.  
 
No one appeared for public comment. 
 
8) ANNOUNCEMENTS:   

 
A. The Lancaster County Board of Commissioners will hold a staff meeting on 

Thursday, July 10, 2014, at 8:30 a.m., in the Bill Luxford Studio of the County-City 
Building (555 S. 10th Street, Lincoln).         

 
B. The Lancaster County Board of Commissioners will hold their next regular meeting 

on Tuesday, July 15, 2014, at 10:30 a.m., in Room 112 of the County-City Building 
(555 S. 10th Street, Lincoln) with the Board of Equalization immediately following.   

 
C. The County Commissioners can be reached at 402-441-7447 or 

commish@lancaster.ne.gov. 
 

D. The Lancaster County Board of Commissioners meeting is broadcast live.  It is 
rebroadcast on Tuesday and Saturday on 5 City-TV, Cable Channel 5.  In addition, 
the meeting may be viewed on the internet at lancaster.ne.gov under 5 City-TV, 
Video on Demand or 5 City-TV on YouTube. 

 
9) ADJOURNMENT 

 
MOTION: Raybould moved and Amundson seconded to adjourn the Board of Commissioners 
meeting at 11:14 a.m.  Raybould, Amundson, Schorr and Smoyer voted aye.  Hudkins was absent.  
Motion carried 4-0. 
 
 
 
__________________ 
Dan Nolte 
Lancaster County Clerk 
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MINUTES 
LANCASTER COUNTY BOARD OF EQUALIZATION 

TUESDAY, JULY 8, 2014 
COUNTY-CITY BUILDING, ROOM 112 

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE LANCASTER COUNTY  
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING 

 
Advance public notice of the Board of Equalization meeting was posted on the County-City Building 
bulletin board and the Lancaster County, Nebraska, web site and emailed to the media on July 3, 
2014. 
 
 Commissioners present: Brent Smoyer, Vice Chair 
      Roma Amundson 
      Jane Raybould 

  Deb Schorr 
 
Commissioners absent:  Larry Hudkins, Chair 

 
Others present:     Scott Gaines, Deputy County Assessor/Register of Deeds 

Kerry Eagan, Chief Administrative Officer 
Gwen Thorpe, Deputy Chief Administrative Officer 
Richard Grabow, Deputy County Attorney 
Dan Nolte, County Clerk 
Cori Beattie, Deputy County Clerk 
Angela Zocholl, County Clerk’s Office 

 
The Chair called the meeting to order at 11:14 a.m. and the location of the Nebraska Open Meetings 
Act was announced. 

 
1) MINUTES: Approval of the minutes of the Board of Equalization meeting held on 

Tuesday, July 1, 2014.   
 

MOTION: Raybould moved and Schorr seconded approval of the minutes.  Schorr, Raybould and 
Smoyer voted aye.  Amundson abstained.  Hudkins was absent.  Motion carried 3-0 with one 
abstention. 

 
2) MOTOR VEHICLE TAX EXEMPTION APPLICATIONS: 

 
Bryan Medical Center 
Christian Retirement Homes, d/b/a Eastmont Towers 
Food Bank of Lincoln 
Villa Marie School 
 

MOTION: Amundson moved and Raybould seconded approval of the motor vehicle tax exemption 
applications.  Schorr, Raybould, Amundson and Smoyer voted aye.  Hudkins was absent.  Motion 
carried 4-0. 
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3) ADJOURNMENT  
 
MOTION: Schorr moved and Raybould seconded to adjourn the Board of Equalization meeting at 
11:15 a.m.  Schorr, Raybould, Amundson and Smoyer voted aye.  Hudkins was absent.  Motion 
carried 4-0. 
 
 
 
__________________ 
Dan Nolte 
Lancaster County Clerk 
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