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MINUTES 
LANCASTER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2012 
COMMISSIONERS HEARING ROOM, ROOM 112 

FIRST FLOOR, COUNTY-CITY BUILDING 
9:30 A.M. 

 
Advance public notice of the Board of Commissioners meeting was posted on the County-City Building 
bulletin board and the Lancaster County, Nebraska, web site and emailed to the media on February 17, 
2012. 
 
 Commissioners present: Deb Schorr, Chair  
      Larry Hudkins, Vice Chair 
      Jane Raybould 

  Brent Smoyer 
 
Commissioners absent:  Bernie Heier 
 
Others present:     Kerry Eagan, Chief Administrative Officer 

Gwen Thorpe, Deputy Chief Administrative Officer 
Brittany Behrens, Deputy County Attorney 
Dan Nolte, County Clerk 
Cori Beattie, Deputy County Clerk 
Angela Zocholl, County Clerk’s Office 

 
The location announcement of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act was given and the meeting was called 
to order at 9:30 a.m. 
      
1) MINUTES: Approval of the minutes of the Board of Commissioners meeting held on 

Tuesday, February 14, 2012. 
 
MOTION: Hudkins moved and Raybould seconded approval of the minutes.  Hudkins, Raybould, 
Smoyer and Schorr voted aye.  Heier was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 

2) CLAIMS: Approval of all claims processed through Tuesday, February 21, 2012. 
 
MOTION: Smoyer moved and Raybould seconded approval of the claims.  Raybould, Smoyer, Hudkins 
and Schorr voted aye.  Heier was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
3) SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS: 

 
A. Visitors Improvement Fund grant for promotion of the Special Olympics Nebraska 

Sports Classic Competition - Cliff Carlson, Vice President of Development for Special 
Olympics Nebraska.   

 
Cliff Carlson said grant funds would be used for the Sports Classic taking place at the Abbott Sports 
Complex in August 2012.  Raybould asked if volunteers would be needed for the event.  Carlson said 
volunteers could sign up using the volunteer enrollment form on the web site at www.sone.org or by 
calling the office at 402-331-5545.  Hudkins discussed the success of the Special Olympics Nationals 
event and thanked Carlson for his organization’s work. 
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5) NEW BUSINESS: 
 

A. A Visitors Improvement Fund grant contract between Lancaster County, grantor, and 
Special Olympics Nebraska, grantee, in the amount of $10,000 for promotion of the 
Sports Classic competition to be held in August 2012.  (C-12-0094)  

 
Hudkins noted the Visitors Improvement Fund comes from lodging tax and not property tax. 
 
MOTION: Smoyer moved and Hudkins seconded approval of the contract.  Hudkins, Raybould, Smoyer 
and Schorr voted aye.  Heier was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
RETURNING TO SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS: 
 

B. Visitors Improvement Fund grant for the Lincoln Area Railway Historical Society’s 
renovation of the Roca Depot – Larry Angle, President of Lincoln Area Railway 
Historical Society.   

 
Larry Angle said his organization is currently working on restoration of the Roca Depot.  Last year’s 
grant helped remodel the foundation, structure and roof; these grant funds would be used to redo the 
sides of the building and install the platform.   
 
RETURNING TO NEW BUSINESS: 

 
B. A Visitors Improvement Fund grant contract between Lancaster County, grantor, and 

the Lincoln Area Railway Historical Society, grantee, in the amount of $10,000 for 
renovation of the Roca Depot.  (C-12-0095) 

 
MOTION: Hudkins moved and Raybould seconded approval of the contract.  Raybould, Smoyer, 
Hudkins and Schorr voted aye.  Heier was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
4) PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

 
A. Use of Community Development Block Grant – Reuse Economic Development Loan 

Program Financing in Lancaster County, Nebraska.  (See 5C for correlating item.) 
 
The Chair opened the public hearing. 
 
Craig Eberle, Program Administrator for the Lancaster County Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) Economic Development Loan Program, was administered the oath.  He said the loan was 
recommended for funding as proposed by the CDBG Reuse Fund Loan Review Committee.  If approved 
by the County Board, the CDBG funds would be provided to Prairieland, LLC, as a reuse loan to assist 
with the purchase of equipment and shipping and installation costs associated with that equipment for 
the expansion of their processing facility in rural Firth.  The equipment would be placed in the glass 
bottle dairy processing facility located in downtown Hallam.  With the reuse loan, the business would 
create at least ten full time job positions within 24 months as well as retain at least 30 existing jobs for 
at least 36 months.  In response to Hudkins’ question, Eberle said there should not be any significant 
concerns with the loan.  
 
The Chair closed the public hearing. 
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RETURNING TO NEW BUSINESS: 
 

C. A resolution approving the obligation of funds in the amount of $100,000 to 
Prairieland Foods, LLC, under the Community Development Block Grant – Reuse 
Economic Development Loan Program Financing.  (R-12-0015) 

 
MOTION: Hudkins moved and Smoyer seconded approval of the resolution.  Smoyer, Hudkins, 
Raybould and Schorr voted aye.  Heier was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
RETURNING TO PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
 

B. Public comment on the recommendations from the Community Mental Health Center 
Planning Committee. 

 
The Chair announced the item would be held until the end of the meeting. 
 
RETURNING TO NEW BUSINESS: 

 
Items 5A, 5B and 5C were moved forward on the agenda. 

 
D. A construction contract with Hartmann Construction Company in the amount of 

$87,787 for grading work on Havelock Avenue between N. 162nd Street and N. 176th 
Street; Project 12-27.  (C-12-0096) 

 
MOTION: Raybould moved and Smoyer seconded approval of the contract.  Smoyer, Hudkins, 
Raybould and Schorr voted aye.  Heier was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 

E. An amendment to County Contract C-11-0211 between Kenwood USA Corporation 
Communications Division, Lancaster County and the City of Lincoln for two-way 
communications equipment and related accessories.  The amendment renews the 
agreement from January 1, 2012, to June 30, 2012.  (C-12-0098) 

 
MOTION: Smoyer moved and Raybould seconded approval of the amendment.  Hudkins, Raybould, 
Smoyer and Schorr voted aye.  Heier was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 

F. A space rental agreement between the Lancaster Event Center and Lancaster County, 
on behalf of the Lancaster County Clerk, for meeting space within the Event Center to 
be used for hearings between June 14 and July 28, 2012.  (C-12-0097) 

 
MOTION: Hudkins moved and Raybould seconded approval of the agreement.  Raybould, Smoyer, 
Hudkins and Schorr voted aye.  Heier was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 

G. An amendment to County Contract C-11-0112 with the Nebraska Department of 
Health and Human Services (DHHS) Division of Children and Family Services for the 
provision of detention services for youth committed to or placed with DHHS at the 
Youth Services Center.  The amendment changes the end of the term to June 30, 
2012.  (C-12-0099) 

 
MOTION: Raybould moved and Smoyer seconded approval of the amendment.  Smoyer, Hudkins, 
Raybould and Schorr voted aye.  Heier was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 
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NEW BUSINESS CONTINUED: 
 

H. A political subdivision tort claim filed against Lancaster County Corrections by Henry 
J. Blackbonnet for damaged property in an undisclosed amount.   

 
MOTION: Hudkins moved and Smoyer seconded denial of the tort claim based on the department 
director’s recommendation.  Hudkins, Smoyer, Raybould and Schorr voted aye.  Heier was absent.  
Motion carried 4-0. 
 

I. A political subdivision tort claim filed against Lancaster County Corrections by Troy L. 
Smith for lost property in the amount of $125.   

 
MOTION: Raybould moved and Smoyer seconded approval of the tort claim in the reduced amount of 
$31.50 based on the department director’s recommendation.  Hudkins, Raybould, Smoyer and Schorr 
voted aye.  Heier was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
6) CONSENT ITEMS: These are routine business items that are expected to be adopted without 

dissent.  Any individual item may be removed for special discussion and consideration by a 
Commissioner or by any member of the public without prior notice.  Unless there is an exception, 
these items will be approved as one with a single vote of the Board of Commissioners.  These items 
are approval of: 

 
A. Receive and place on file the Lancaster County Agricultural Society Management’s 

Discussion and Analysis, Financial Statements and Supplementary Information for 
year ended November 30, 2011. 

 
MOTION: Hudkins moved and Smoyer seconded approval of the consent items.  Raybould, Smoyer, 
Hudkins and Schorr voted aye.  Heier was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
7) PUBLIC COMMENT:  Those wishing to speak on items relating to County business not on the 

agenda may do so at this time.   
 
No one appeared for public comment. 
 
8) ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 
A. The Lancaster County Board of Commissioners will hold a staff meeting on Thursday, 

February 23, 2012, at 8:30 a.m., in Room 113 on the first floor of the County-City 
Building.     
 

B. The Lancaster County Board of Commissioners will hold their next regular meeting on 
Tuesday, February 28, 2012, at 9:30 a.m., in Room 112 on the first floor of the 
County-City Building.   
 

C. The Lancaster County Board of Commissioners meeting is broadcast live.  It is 
rebroadcast on Tuesday and Saturday on 5 City-TV, Cable Channel 5.  In addition, the 
meeting may be viewed on Nebraska On Demand Time Warner Channel 411 and on 
the internet at www.lancaster.ne.gov.  Click on 5 City-TV Video on Demand. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS CONTINUED: 
 

D. The County Commissioners can be reached at 402-441-7447 or 
commish@lancaster.ne.gov. 

 
The Chair recessed the meeting at 9:48 a.m. 
 
The Chair reconvened the meeting at 9:50 a.m. 
 
RETURNING TO PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
 

B. Public comment on the recommendations from the Community Mental Health Center 
(CMHC) Planning Committee. 

 
The Chair opened the public hearing and had those wishing to testify stand for the administering of the 
oath.  She recognized members of the CMHC Planning Committee and those providing support: C.J. 
Johnson, Region V Systems Administrator; Dean Settle, CMHC Director; Deb Shoemaker, People’s 
Health Center Executive Director; Lori Seibel, Community Health Endowment President/Chief Executive 
Officer; Pat Talbott, Mental Health Association of Nebraska; Kit Boesch, Lancaster County Human 
Services Director; Kerry Eagan, Lancaster County Chief Administrative Officer; and Ann Taylor, 
Lancaster County Clerk’s Office. 
 
Dr. Klaus Hartmann, former CMHC psychiatrist, discussed the importance of services provided by the 
CMHC.  He felt dispersing services to different locations would decrease effectiveness and urged the 
Board to delay changes to the current facility.  Raybould asked about changing trends in behavioral 
health.  Hartmann said state institutional care has diminished over the years and care at the community 
level has become more important.  Hudkins asked if there has been increased migration to the 
Lincoln/Lancaster County area due to other facilities closing.  Hartmann said there has been increased 
migration with many of those using services taking up residence near the CMHC.  Schorr asked about 
collaboration between primary care and behavioral health.  Hartmann said the federal government is 
pushing to integrate physical and mental health needs; he applauded the CMHC’s move in that 
direction. 
 
Marguerite Sparks, Debra Trainor, Grace Kopycinski, Carl Hutchins, Adolphus Arnold, Sonya Wing and 
Kent Krause discussed their experiences with the CMHC and its services.    
 
Timothy Pickerel discussed changes in government funding and distributed information on the CMHC 
and Legislative Bill 952 (Exhibit A).   
 
Becki Simerly, Crisis Center employee, discussed the increase in clients at the Crisis Center and 
expressed concern over future changes at the CMHC.  She encouraged the Board to keep County 
employees through the transition process.    
 
Mariah Holmes, CMHC employee, stressed the importance of stability for clients at the CMHC and 
discouraged the Board from making any changes.  Raybould asked about the changing demand at the 
CMHC.  Holmes said the number of clients increase every year, utilizing many aspects of the CMHC. 
 
Topher Hansen, Centerpointe, said the intention of going through this process with the CMHC is to focus 
on the next step for delivery of behavioral health services; it is not meant to take away valuable 
services.  He referenced a letter from CenterPointe regarding the privatization of the CMHC (Exhibit B).      
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PUBLIC HEARINGS CONTINUED: 
 
J. Rock Johnson discussed changes in mental health services over the years.  She thanked the Board for 
their support and involving the community with changes to the CMHC.    
 
Dean Settle, CMHC Director, discussed the importance of stability and integrated care for mental health 
clients.  In response to Schorr’s question, Settle felt Channels 5 and 10 would be the best way to 
communicate updates on the changes in progress.   
 
Smoyer discussed the County’s budget cuts and the affect it could have on the CMHC.  He said the 
intention is not to eliminate the CMHC but to make it better.   
 
Settle asked the Board for a timeline on possible future changes at the CMHC.  Schorr highlighted a few 
of the Committee recommendations: the CMHC should remain in the same location for 24 months as 
other options are reviewed, the County should maintain its current level of financial support for the 
CMHC for up to 24 months, a system with primary care and behavioral services combined should be 
established and discussions with Region V should begin no later than July 1.  She recommended that 
the Board officially accept the recommendations and begin discussing Region V negotiations at the next 
staff meeting with the hope of concluding them by July 1.  Raybould reiterated the recommendations 
regarding maintenance of the same location and retention of financial support, noting they would help 
provide continuity of care.  Hudkins noted a loss of $1,600,000 in State aid last year, which contributed 
to a 97% budget request for all County departments, which should apply to all agencies.  He stated his 
intention to support the committee’s recommendations.  Smoyer agreed the Board should move forward 
with the recommendations and said the Board would work with Settle on this process. 
 
The Chair closed the public hearing. 
 
MOTION: Hudkins moved and Smoyer seconded to receive the CMHC Planning Committee Report and 
Recommendations and to express gratitude to the Committee for their guidance.  Hudkins, Raybould, 
Smoyer and Schorr voted aye.  Heier was absent.  Motion carried 4-0.   
 
Smoyer stressed the importance of communication and urged the public to spread the word. 
 
9) ADJOURNMENT  
 
MOTION: Smoyer moved and Hudkins seconded to adjourn the Board of Commissioners meeting at 
10:59 a.m.  Smoyer, Hudkins, Raybould and Schorr voted aye.  Heier was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
 
 
__________________ 
Dan Nolte 
Lancaster County Clerk 
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MINUTES 
LANCASTER COUNTY BOARD OF EQUALIZATION 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2012 
COMMISSIONERS HEARING ROOM, ROOM 112 

FIRST FLOOR, COUNTY-CITY BUILDING 
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE LANCASTER COUNTY  

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING 
 
Advance public notice of the Board of Equalization meeting was posted on the County-City Building 
bulletin board and the Lancaster County, Nebraska, web site and emailed to the media on February 
17, 2012. 
 
 Commissioners present: Deb Schorr, Chair  
      Larry Hudkins, Vice Chair 
      Jane Raybould 

  Brent Smoyer 
 
Commissioners absent:  Bernie Heier 

 
Others present:     Norm Agena, County Assessor/Register of Deeds 

Kerry Eagan, Chief Administrative Officer 
Gwen Thorpe, Deputy Chief Administrative Officer 
Brittany Behrens, Deputy County Attorney 
Dan Nolte, County Clerk 
Cori Beattie, Deputy County Clerk 
Angela Zocholl, County Clerk’s Office 

 
The location announcement of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act was given and the meeting was 
called to order at 9:48 a.m. 

 
1) MINUTES: Approval of the minutes of the Board of Equalization meeting held on 

Tuesday, February 14, 2012.   
 
MOTION: Smoyer moved and Raybould seconded approval of the minutes.  Hudkins, Raybould, 
Smoyer and Schorr voted aye.  Heier was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
2) ADDITIONS AND DEDUCTIONS TO THE TAX ASSESSMENT ROLLS (See attached 

additions and deductions) 
 
MOTION: Hudkins moved and Smoyer seconded approval of the additions and deductions.  
Raybould, Smoyer, Hudkins and Schorr voted aye.  Heier was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
3) MOTOR VEHICLE TAX EXEMPTION APPLICATIONS: 

 
Alzheimer’s Association – Great Plains Chapter 
Lutheran Family Services of Nebraska 
Lux Center for the Arts 
Nebraska Conference – United Church of Christ 
NET Foundation for Television 



- 2 - 

 

MOTOR VEHICLE TAX EXEMPTION APPLICATIONS CONTINUED: 
 
MOTION: Raybould moved and Hudkins seconded approval of the motor vehicle tax exemption 
applications.  Smoyer, Hudkins, Raybould and Schorr voted aye.  Heier was absent.  Motion carried 4-
0. 
 
4) ADJOURNMENT  
 
MOTION: Raybould moved and Hudkins seconded to adjourn the Board of Equalization meeting at 
9:50 a.m.  Smoyer, Hudkins, Raybould and Schorr voted aye.  Heier was absent.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
 
 
__________________ 
Dan Nolte 
Lancaster County Clerk 






























