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MINUTES 
LANCASTER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 30, 2011 
COMMISSIONERS HEARING ROOM, ROOM 112 

FIRST FLOOR, COUNTY-CITY BUILDING 
9:30 A.M. 

 
COMMISSIONERS: Deb Schorr, Chair; Bernie Heier, Vice Chair; 

Larry Hudkins; Jane Raybould; and Brent Smoyer 
 
 Commissioners present: Deb Schorr, Chair  
      Bernie Heier, Vice Chair 
      Larry Hudkins 
      Jane Raybould 

  Brent Smoyer 
 
Others present:     Kerry Eagan, Chief Administrative Officer 

Gwen Thorpe, Deputy Chief Administrative Officer 
Brittany Behrens, Deputy County Attorney 
Dan Nolte, County Clerk 
Cori Beattie, Deputy County Clerk 
Ann Taylor, County Clerk’s Office 

 
The location announcement of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act was given and the meeting was called 
to order at 9:30 a.m. 
      
1) MINUTES: Approval of the minutes of the Board of Commissioners meeting held on 

Tuesday, August 23, 2011. 
 
MOTION: Hudkins moved and Smoyer seconded approval of the minutes.  Hudkins, Raybould, Heier, 
Smoyer and Schorr voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
2) CLAIMS: Approval of all claims processed through Tuesday, August 30, 2011. 
 
MOTION: Heier moved and Smoyer seconded approval of the claims.  Raybould, Heier, Smoyer, 
Hudkins and Schorr voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
3) SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS: 
 

B. Lancaster County Improvement Fund Grant for creation of a sign/sculpture at the 
National Museum of Roller Skating – James Vannurden, National Museum of Roller 
Skating Director and Curator; and Jeff Maul, Lincoln Convention and Visitors Bureau 
(CVB) Executive Director.   

 
Steven Hilton, Visitors Promotion Committee (VPC) Chair, appeared and explained the request is related 
to new signage for the museum.  He said the VPC has recommended approval of the request. 
 
James Vannurden, National Museum of Roller Skating Director and Curator, appeared and gave an 
overview of the project, noting the Lincoln Arts Council will assist the museum in artist selection. 
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NEW BUSINESS: 
 

B. A $10,000 grant from the Lancaster County Visitors Improvement Fund to the 
National Museum of Roller Skating for creation of a sign/sculpture at the National 
Museum of Roller Skating.  (C-11-0497) 

 
MOTION: Hudkins moved and Smoyer seconded approval of the grant.  Raybould, Heier, Smoyer, 
Hudkins and Schorr voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0.  
 
RETURNING TO SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS:  

 
A. Lancaster County Improvement Fund Grant for the exhibit, “Minerals and Meteorites, 

Treasures from Earth and Beyond” at the University of Nebraska State Museum – 
Matt Joeckel, University of Nebraska State Museum Curator, and Jeff Maul, Lincoln 
Convention and Visitors Bureau Executive Director.   

 
Hilton said the grant request is related to a new exhibit at the University of Nebraska State Museum. 
The VPC has recommended approval of the request. 
 
Matt Joeckel, University of Nebraska State Museum Curator, appeared and gave a presentation on the 
exhibit (Exhibit A). 
 
RETURNING TO NEW BUSINESS: 

 
A. A $9,980 grant from the Lancaster County Visitors Improvement Fund to the 

University of Nebraska State Museum for the exhibit, “Minerals and Meteorites, 
Treasurers from Earth and Beyond”.  The grant period is December 16, 2011, to 
March 31, 2013.  (C-11-0496) 

 
MOTION: Raybould moved and Smoyer seconded approval of the grant.  Hudkins, Raybould, Heier, 
Smoyer and Schorr voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0.  
 

I. A resolution in the matter of authorizing use of the County Visitors Improvement 
Fund for visitor promotion for the period of January 2011, to June 2011, totaling 
$154,290.21.  (R-11-0061) 

 
Jeff Maul, Lincoln Convention and Visitors Bureau (CVB) Executive Director, appeared and said the funds 
will be used to assist groups that come into the community with their expenses.  
 
MOTION: Raybould moved and Smoyer seconded approval of the resolution.  Hudkins, Raybould, 
Heier, Smoyer and Schorr voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
RETURNING TO SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS: 
 

C. Funding and development of the prevention system within Region V, the State 
Epidemiological Workgroup, Southeast Nebraska and Drug Advisory Boards and 
acknowledgment of the local coalition and Youth Action Board (YAB) members – 
Sandy Morrissey, Director of Regional Prevention Coalition (RPC). 
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SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS CONTINUED: 
 
Sandy Morrissey, Director of Regional Prevention Coalition (RPC), presented a list of Region V Systems 
2011-2012 Prevention Federal Block Grant recipients and presented an annual report on community 
substance abuse efforts (Exhibits B & C). 
 
Teri Vosicky, Lincoln Council on Alcoholism and Drugs (LCAD), appeared and discussed prevention 
efforts, particularly in the schools.  
 
4) PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
 

A. An amusement license application from Christian Heritage Children's Home to hold an 
event at 14880 Old Cheney Road, Walton, on Thursday, September 15, 2011.   

 
The Chair opened the public hearing. 
 
The Clerk administered the oath to Jeff Nelson, Program Director. 
 
Brown gave an overview of plans to hold a free, outdoor concert event. 
 
The Clerk administered the oath to Brad Brown, Recruitment Supervisor, 
 
Brown said the event is a recruitment drive to increase awareness of the need for foster families in the 
community. 
 
Heier said Christian Heritage Children’s Home has been an asset to the Walton community. 
 
The Chair closed the public hearing. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
 

C. An amusement license application from Christian Heritage Children's Home to hold an 
event at 14880 Old Cheney Road, Walton, on Thursday, September 15, 2011.   

 
MOTION: Heier moved and Smoyer seconded approval of the amusement license.  Heier, Smoyer, 
Hudkins, Raybould and Schorr voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
RETURNING TO PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
 

B. The vacation of a portion of W. Panama Road, more particularly described as Lot 2, an 
irregular tract located at a point in the Southwest Quarter of Section 4, Township 7 
North, Range 6 East of the Sixth Principal Meridian, Lancaster County, Nebraska. 

 
The Clerk administered the oath to DaNay Kalkowski, attorney for Craig and Lori Gana, who own the 
adjoining property. 
 
Kalkowski said the Gana’s discovered the County owned this tract during the process of having their 
property surveyed. The County apparently acquired the property for the purpose of right-of-way but it 
has never been used for that purpose.  She said the Gana’s have requested the vacation and would like 
to acquire the property, perhaps through an exchange of property.   
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PUBLIC HEARINGS CONTINUED: 
 
Ken Schroeder, County Surveyor, appeared and said his office has no objection to the request.  
 
The Chair closed the public hearing. 
 
MOTION:  Heier moved and Smoyer seconded to direct the County Attorney’s Office to prepare a 
resolution for potential sale of the property to the adjoining landowners. Smoyer, Hudkins, Raybould, 
Heier and Schorr voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0.     
 

C. Amendment of Sections VI and XV of County Resolution No. 03-0007, regulations for 
the operation of body art and piercing establishments in Lancaster County, Nebraska, 
by increasing various fees.   

 
D. Amendment of Section XIII of County Resolution No. 02-0030, procedures for the 

regulation of on-site wastewater treatment systems in Lancaster County, Nebraska, 
by increasing various fees.   

 
E. Amendment of Section X of County Resolution No. 06-0005, procedures for the 

inspection of on-site water supply systems and on-site wastewater treatment 
systems prior to the sale, transfer, or conveyance of property in Lancaster County, 
Nebraska, by increasing various fees.   

 
F. Amendment of Resolution No. 5069, the Lancaster County Air Pollution Control 

Resolution, to increase the fee for open burning permits charged to business and 
industry.   

 
G. Amendment of the Lincoln-Lancaster County Air Pollution Regulations and Standards, 

to increase the fee for asbestos project notifications and consolidate all fees into a 
single section for clarity.   

 
Items C-D were heard together. 
 
The Clerk administered the oath to Scott Holmes, Environmental Public Health Division Manager, 
Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department. 
 
Holmes said most of the fees are increasing in the range of 3 to 5 percent, which translates to $5.00 to 
$10.00 for a typical permit.  He said the Property Transfer Program is changing to become completely 
fee funded and that fee increase is substantially more.  Holmes noted an article in today’s Lincoln 
Journal Star Newspaper incorrectly identified the program as regulation of water wells in the County 
(see Exhibit D).  He said the Air Pollution Regulations and Standards are being amended to put all fees 
in one section to make it more consistent and easier to administrate. 
 
Schorr noted that the County does not currently have any body art and piercing establishments. 
 
The Chair closed the public hearing. 
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5) NEW BUSINESS: 
 

A. A $9,980 grant from the Lancaster County Visitors Improvement Fund to the 
University of Nebraska State Museum for the exhibit, “Minerals and Meteorites, 
Treasurers from Earth and Beyond”.  The grant period is December 16, 2011, to 
March 31, 2013.  (C-11-0496) 

 
B. A $10,000 grant from the Lancaster County Visitors Improvement Fund to the  

National Museum of Roller Skating for creation of a sign/sculpture at the National 
Museum of Roller Skating.  (C-11-0497) 

 
C. An amusement license application from Christian Heritage Children's Home to hold an 

event at 14880 Old Cheney Road, Walton, on Thursday, September 15, 2011.   
 
Items A-C were moved forward on the agenda. 
 

D. A resolution amending Sections VI and XV of County Resolution No. 03-0007, 
regulations for the operation of body art and piercing establishments.  The 
amendment increases permit fees for the operation of body art and piercing 
establishments as provided in Attachment A.  (R-11-0056) 

 
MOTION: Raybould moved and Hudkins seconded approval of the resolution.  Smoyer, Hudkins, 
Raybould, Heier and Schorr voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

E. A resolution amending Section XIII of County Resolution No. 02-0030, procedures for 
the regulation of on-site wastewater treatment systems.  The amendment increases 
the fees for on-site wastewater treatment permits as provided in Attachment A.   
(R-11-0057) 

 
MOTION: Heier moved and Hudkins seconded approval of the resolution.  Hudkins, Raybould, Heier, 
Smoyer and Schorr voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

F. A resolution amending Section X of County Resolution No. 06-0005, procedures for 
the inspection of on-site water supply systems and on-site wastewater treatment 
systems prior to the sale, transfer, or conveyance of property.  The amendment 
increases the fees for evaluation and review of property transfer inspector reports, 
necessary site visits by the Health Director and property transfer inspector permits as 
provided in Attachment A.  (R-11-0058)  

 
MOTION: Hudkins moved and Raybould seconded approval of the resolution.  Raybould, Heier, 
Smoyer, Hudkins and Schorr voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

G. A resolution amending Resolution No. 5069, the Lancaster County Air Pollution 
Control Resolution of 1993, to increase the fee for open burning permits as provided 
in Attachment A.  (R-11-0059) 

 
MOTION: Heier moved and Smoyer seconded approval of the resolution.  Heier, Smoyer, Hudkins, 
Raybould and Schorr voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 
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NEW BUSINESS CONTINUED: 
 

H. A resolution amending Article 1, Sections 5 and 6, and Article 2, Sections 8, 17, 29 
and 30, of the Lincoln-Lancaster County Air Pollution Regulations and Standards.  The 
amendment increases the fee for asbestos project notifications and consolidates all 
of the fees into Article 1, Section 6, as provided in Attachments A, B, C, D, E and F.  
(R-11-0060) 

 
MOTION: Hudkins moved and Raybould seconded approval of the resolution.  Smoyer, Hudkins, 
Raybould, Heier and Schorr voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

I. A resolution in the matter of authorizing use of the County Visitors Improvement 
Fund for visitor promotion for the period of January 2011, to June 2011, totaling 
$154,290.21.  (R-11-0061) 

 
Item was moved forward on the agenda. 
 

J. A resolution in the matter of exceeding the budgeted restricted funds limit for the 
2010-11 fiscal year by an additional one percent.  (R-11-0062) 

 
Dennis Meyer, Budget and Fiscal Officer, appeared and explained that this action will allow the base 
amount to grow but does not automatically increase property taxes. 
 
MOTION: Heier moved and Raybould seconded approval of the resolution.  Raybould, Heier, Smoyer, 
Hudkins and Schorr voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

K. A resolution in the matter of final allocation of levy authority to all political 
subdivisions subject to County levy authority.  (R-11-0063) 

 
Meyer noted there have been changes to the sinking funds for the Malcolm and Raymond Rural Fire 
Districts since the document was initially prepared.  He said all of the political subdivisions would remain 
within the 15 cent levy authorized for certain political subdivisions 
 
MOTION: Heier moved and Smoyer seconded approval of the resolution.  Heier, Smoyer, Hudkins, 
Raybould and Schorr voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

L. A resolution implementing Lancaster County’s last best offer regarding contract 
negotiations with the American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees, 
AFL-CIO (AFSCME).  (R-11-0064) 

 
Appearing in opposition to the proposed changes to the AFSCME contract were Joy Shiffermiller, 
Attorney for AFSCME; Kim Kaspar, AFSCME president; Melvin Moore, former county employee and 
former AFSCME president; and Rick DeBoer, Arlynn Brunke, Loyd Heusinkvelt; and Roger Forsgren, 
county employees.  A written statement from Candy Hunt, a county employee, was also submitted into 
the record (Exhibit E).  
 
MOTION: Heier moved and Smoyer seconded approval of the resolution.  Raybould, Heier, Smoyer, 
Hudkins and Schorr voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 
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NEW BUSINESS CONTINUED: 
 

M. An amendment to County Contract C-08-0580 with Electronic Contracting Company 
for fire alarm and security system monitoring services at the County Motor Vehicle 
Services Building.  The amendment renews the agreement for an additional one-year 
term from October 16, 2011, to October 15, 2012.  (C-11-0494) 

 
MOTION: Heier moved and Smoyer seconded approval of the amendment.  Hudkins, Raybould, Heier, 
Smoyer and Schorr voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

N. An interlocal agreement with the City of Lincoln for a combined weed control plan in 
Lancaster County and the City of Lincoln.  The County will provide weed control 
abatement in the City.  The City will compensate the County at 50% of the proposed 
budget for weed control.  The contract is from year to year unless terminated by 
mutual consent or unilaterally upon giving 30 days notice.  (C-11-0498) 

 
MOTION: Raybould moved and Heier seconded approval of the agreement.  Raybould, Heier, Smoyer, 
Hudkins and Schorr voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

O. Reappointment of Dave Skipton and Wilbur “Bud” Dasenbrock to the Lincoln-
Lancaster County Air Pollution Advisory Board for three-year terms expiring 
September 1, 2014. 

 
MOTION: Hudkins moved and Smoyer seconded approval of the reappointments.  Heier, Smoyer, 
Hudkins, Raybould and Schorr voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

P. A political subdivision tort claim filed against Lancaster County Corrections by Joshua 
Keena for lost property in the amount of $50. 

 
MOTION: Heier moved and Smoyer seconded denial of the tort claim based on the department 
director’s recommendation.  Smoyer, Hudkins, Raybould, Heier and Schorr voted aye.  Motion carried 5-
0. 
 

Q. A political subdivision tort claim filed against Lancaster County Corrections by Jajuan 
Key for damaged property in the amount of $10.  

 
MOTION: Heier moved and Hudkins seconded denial of the tort claim based on the department 
director’s recommendation.  Hudkins, Raybould, Heier, Smoyer and Schorr voted aye.  Motion carried 5-
0. 
 
6) CONSENT ITEMS: These are routine business items that are expected to be adopted without 

dissent.  Any individual item may be removed for special discussion and consideration by a 
Commissioner or by any member of the public without prior notice.  Unless there is an exception, 
these items will be approved as one with a single vote of the Board of Commissioners.  These items 
are approval of: 

 
A. A right-of-way contract between the County Engineer and David and Ellen Funk in 

the amount of $765, located at 2720 S. 98th Street; Project No. C55-KP-412(1).   
(C-11-0495) 
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CONSENT ITEMS CONTINUED: 
 
MOTION: Heier moved and Smoyer seconded approval of the consent items.  Raybould, Heier, 
Smoyer, Hudkins and Schorr voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
7) PUBLIC COMMENT:  Those wishing to speak on items relating to County business not on the 

agenda may do so at this time.   
 
John Austin, citizen, appeared and discussed a variety of issues. 
 
8) ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 
A. A public hearing will be held on Tuesday, August 30, 2011, at 7:00 p.m., in Room 112 

on the first floor of the County-City Building regarding the following: 
1. Keno Fund Projects (on file with the County Budget and Fiscal Office). 
2. Lancaster County’s Proposed Budget for Fiscal Year 2011-2012. 
 

B. The Lancaster County Board of Commissioners will hold a staff meeting on Thursday, 
September 1, 2011, at 8:30 a.m., in Room 113 on the first floor of the County-City 
Building. 

 
C. The Lancaster County Board of Commissioners will hold their next regular meeting on 

Tuesday, September 6, 2011, at 9:30 a.m., in Room 112 on the first floor of the 
County-City Building, with the Board of Equalization meeting immediately following.   

 
D. The Lancaster County Board of Commissioners meeting is broadcast live.  It is 

rebroadcast on Tuesday and Saturday on 5 City-TV, Cable Channel 5.  In addition, the 
meeting may be viewed on Nebraska On Demand Time Warner Channel 411 and on 
the internet at www.lancaster.ne.gov.  Click on 5 City-TV Video on Demand. 
 

E. The County Commissioners can be reached at 402-441-7447 or 
commish@lancaster.ne.gov. 

 
9) ADJOURNMENT  
 
MOTION: Heier moved and Raybould seconded to adjourn the Board of Commissioners meeting at 
10:55 a.m.  Heier, Smoyer, Raybould, Hudkins and Schorr voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
 
 
 
__________________ 
Dan Nolte 
Lancaster County Clerk 
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MINUTES 
LANCASTER COUNTY BOARD OF EQUALIZATION 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 30, 2011 
COMMISSIONERS HEARING ROOM, ROOM 112 

FIRST FLOOR, COUNTY-CITY BUILDING 
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE LANCASTER COUNTY  

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING 
 
 Commissioners present: Deb Schorr, Chair  
      Bernie Heier, Vice Chair 
      Larry Hudkins 
      Jane Raybould 

  Brent Smoyer 
 

Others present:     Norm Agena, County Assessor/Register of Deeds 
Kerry Eagan, Chief Administrative Officer 
Gwen Thorpe, Deputy Chief Administrative Officer 
Brittany Behrens, Deputy County Attorney 
Dan Nolte, County Clerk 
Cori Beattie, Deputy County Clerk 
Ann Taylor, County Clerk’s Office 

 
The location announcement of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act was given and the meeting was 
called to order at 10:55 a.m. 
      
1) MINUTES: Approval of the minutes of the Board of Equalization meetings held on 

Tuesday, August 9, 2011, and Tuesday, August 23, 2011.   
 
MOTION: Smoyer moved and Raybould seconded approval of the minutes.  Hudkins, Raybould, 
Heier, Smoyer and Schorr voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
2) ADDITIONS AND DEDUCTIONS:  Approval of two additions and deductions to the tax 

assessment rolls per Attachment “A”. 
 
MOTION: Hudkins moved and Raybould seconded approval of the additions and deductions.  
Raybould, Heier, Smoyer, Hudkins and Schorr voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
3) MOTOR VEHICLE TAX EXEMPTION APPLICATIONS:  
 

Benedictine Sisters of Sacred Heart Monastery 
Heartland Bible Church 
Lincoln Christian School 
Priestly Fraternity of St. Peter 
Sesostris Shrine 
Slavic Christian Church 
Union College 
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MOTOR VEHICLE TAX EXEMPTION APPLICATIONS CONTINUED: 
 
MOTION: Heier moved and Smoyer seconded approval of the motor vehicle tax exemption 
applications.  Heier, Smoyer, Hudkins, Raybould and Schorr voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
4) ADJOURNMENT  
 
MOTION: Heier moved and Raybould seconded to adjourn the Board of Equalization meeting at 
10:58 a.m.  Smoyer, Hudkins, Raybould, Heier and Schorr voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________ 
Dan Nolte 
Lancaster County Clerk 
 
 
 


































































































































































