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MINUTES 
LANCASTER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 18, 2011 
COMMISSIONERS HEARING ROOM, ROOM 112 

FIRST FLOOR, COUNTY-CITY BUILDING 
9:30 A.M. 

 
 Commissioners present: Deb Schorr, Chair  
      Bernie Heier, Vice Chair 
      Larry Hudkins 
      Jane Raybould 

  Brent Smoyer 
 
Others present:     Kerry Eagan, Chief Administrative Officer 

Gwen Thorpe, Deputy Chief Administrative Officer 
Brittany Behrens, Deputy County Attorney 
Dan Nolte, County Clerk 
Cori Beattie, Deputy County Clerk 
Angela Zocholl, County Clerk’s Office 

 
The location announcement of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act was given and the meeting was called 
to order at 9:32 a.m. 
      
1) MINUTES: Approval of the minutes of the Board of Commissioners meeting held on 

Tuesday, January 11, 2011.   
 
MOTION: Hudkins moved and Smoyer seconded approval of the minutes.  Hudkins, Raybould, Heier, 
Smoyer and Schorr voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
2) CLAIMS: Approval of all claims processed through Tuesday, January 18, 2011. 
 
MOTION: Heier moved and Hudkins seconded approval of the claims.  Raybould, Heier, Smoyer, 
Hudkins and Schorr voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
3) SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS: 

 
A. Presentation of the County Sheriff Employee Awards for outstanding service in 2010. 

 
Terry Wagner, County Sheriff, presented the awards to each recipient. 

 Honorable Discharges to Sergeant Andrew Stebbing (not present) and Sergeant Kristen 
Hillabrand Peterson. 

 Exceptional Duty Awards to Sergeant Jerry Witte, Deputy Jason Mayo (not present) and Deputy 
Drew Bolzer. 

 Life Saving Award to Deputy Barry Barnett. 
 Civilian Employee of the Year Award to Jamie Quandt. 
 Deputy Sheriff of the Year to Deputy Ryan Schmuecker. 

 
B. Hickman Regional Recreational & Event Complex Master Plan – Brett Baker, Hickman 

City Administrator and Economic Development Coordinator. 
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3)  SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS CONTINUED: 
 
Brett Baker gave an overview of the Regional Recreational & Event Complex (Exhibit A).  He said local 
trails and lakes were taken into consideration for the project and noted receipt of a grant for 
approximately $500,000 to construct a trail along Hickman Road.  He reviewed possible sites being 
considered.   
 
David Potter, JEO Senior Planner, said the plan is based on a 100-acre complex, which would be 
developed in four phases.  Phase 1 would include land acquisition, grading, a drive-in theater area, 
large event parking, a shelter, playground equipment and a restroom facility.  Phase 2 would include a 
ball field complex, a concession stand, batting cages, roads and additional parking.  Phase 3 would 
include multipurpose fields, multipurpose courts, picnic shelters, restrooms, a dog exercise area, a skate 
park, a computerized playground, Frisbee golf and additional parking.  Phase 4 would consist of a golf 
course and clubhouse.  Appropriate lighting, trails, sidewalks, sewer lines, landscaping and sitting areas 
would be installed as the complex is developed.  He said the plan would likely evolve more as the 
location is obtained, funding achieved and construction documents prepared. 
 
Jeff Maul, Lincoln Convention & Visitors Bureau Executive Director, said he felt the project would benefit 
Lancaster County.   
 
Hudkins commended the project.  He suggested working with Gary Bergman at the Lancaster County / 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln Extension Office. 
 

C. Southeast Community College Annual Report – Jack Huck, President. 
 
Jack Huck gave an overview of the Southeast Community College Annual Report (Exhibits B and C).  He 
reviewed graduate information, tuition and fees, national ranking, enrollment, expenditures and 
revenue, and local property tax. 
 
Hudkins praised the college for providing affordable opportunities for students.  He noted the number of 
students that stay in Nebraska. 
 

D. Introduction of Clover Frederick and Nate Woods, members of the Keno Human 
Services Advisory Board. 

 
Schorr explained that a percentage of Keno funds are retained by the County: 60% are allocated to 
Human Service projects in the community and 40% are allocated to future building endowments.   
 
Nate Woods and Clover Frederick introduced themselves and provided a brief history.  
 
Raybould commended Woods and Frederick for their service. 
 
Schorr discussed the large amount of fund requests received by the Keno Human Services Advisory 
Board and the difficult decisions involved in choosing recipients for the funds. 
 
4) PUBLIC HEARING: 

 
A. A request to vacate North Street abutting Lot 1, Block 1, as platted in the 

unincorporated village of Agnew, Lancaster County, Nebraska. 
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4)  PUBLIC HEARING CONTINUED: 
 
Gene Peaks was administered the oath.  He said he has lived adjacent to North Street for 23 years and 
has maintained a garden in this area.  Peaks said he would like to have the ground in his name.  
Hudkins asked Peaks if he visited with the landowner of the parcel between 84th Street and the railroad 
tracks.  Peaks said he had not.   
 
Mike DeKalb, Lincoln-Lancaster County Planning, was administered the oath.  He showed a map, 
explaining the area to be vacated and the position of the adjacent landowners.  He noted that Todd 
Jansa, adjacent landowner, would lose access to the north part of his property if North Street is 
vacated. 
 
Hudkins said he was initially unaware that this area was an entrance to the north end of the Jansa 
property.  He said there was a discrepancy in the lot line and the fence line, which raised questions on 
ownership and use. 
 
John Austin was administered the oath.  He questioned if the railroad would still have use for this area.  
Hudkins said the coop went into bankruptcy and the land was sold to Todd Jansa.  Austin felt the 
vacation should be approved if the Board could satisfy everyone involved. 
 
Todd Jansa was administered the oath.  Jansa said closing North Street would restrict access to the 
north end of his property since George Street was closed.  He expressed concern over the effect on 
future development of his property.  Smoyer asked Jansa if the vacation could be done with an 
easement.  Jansa felt that was not a good option since it would be difficult to bring in large equipment.  
Raybould asked what was farmed on his property.  Jansa said he stores machinery there.  Raybould 
asked if he ever tried to access the property using North Street.  Jansa said he once tried but did not 
want to drive over the garden.  Smoyer asked about other access along Franklin Street.  Jansa 
explained the road comes to a dead end and there is no access north of North Street.   
 
Schorr closed the public hearing. 
 
Brittany Behrens, Deputy County Attorney, said the Board would need to direct her on the resolution. 
Hudkins asked if a resolution was needed if the Board wished to not vacate.  Behrens said a resolution 
needs to be done either way. The State statute requires the resolution to be done at the next meeting 
or as soon thereafter as possible.  The Board can either vacate the property or not.  If the road is 
vacated, the resolution needs to state if the property will be sold, revert to private ownership, or if it will 
remain in the public for public use.  Hudkins asked Behrens to check the statutes to see if there are any 
restrictions on closing a road that would limit access to an adjacent property.  He felt full access should 
be open to Jansa’s property. 
 
5) NEW BUSINESS: 

 
A. A resolution in the matter of amending the Lancaster County Purchasing Manual to 

require that purchases resulting in contracts for amounts equal to or greater than 
$20,000 must receive a majority vote of approval from the Lancaster County Board of 
Commissioners prior to the contract being drawn by the Purchasing Department.   
(R-11-0007) 

 
MOTION: Heier moved and Hudkins seconded approval of the resolution.  Hudkins, Raybould, Heier, 
Smoyer and Schorr voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 
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5)  NEW BUSINESS CONTINUED: 
 

B. A resolution in the matter of approving annual salary increases for Directors, 
Assistant Directors, Psychiatrists, Sheriff Captains, District Court Law Clerks, bailiffs, 
the Child Support Referee and Attorneys.  (R-11-0008) 

 
Jody Nelson, District Court Judge, discussed the bailiff salaries.  She explained that previously the 
District Court and Juvenile Court bailiffs were paid more than Paralegal 2’s.  Approximately ten years 
ago, the County Board decided to equalize the Paralegal 2 salaries to the bailiff salaries.  However, 
Paralegal 2’s are classified, which allows for step increases in pay, as well as cost of living increases.  
Since bailiffs only received cost of living increases, they fell behind in salary.  A few years ago the Board 
agreed to work on equalizing the salaries again.  She said the bailiff salaries are only $391 behind and 
asked that they be made equal.  Raybould asked if the same situation would occur the next year.  
Nelson said the bailiffs would be at the top rung of pay for paralegal 2s so everyone would receive only 
cost of living raises from that point.  Hudkins said the Board has tried to solve the inequity, but it was a 
stretch to do as much as they did this year.   
 
John Austin said approval of more money for the bailiffs would open the door for everyone else to ask 
for more money. 
 
MOTION: Heier moved and Smoyer seconded approval of the resolution.  Heier, Smoyer, Hudkins, 
Raybould and Schorr voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

C. A recommendation from the Purchasing Agent to award a contract to Mainline 
Mechanical, Inc., in the amount of $54,521, for chilled water piping replacement for 
Trabert Hall.  (B-11-0004) 

 
MOTION: Heier moved and Hudkins seconded approval of the recommendation.  Smoyer, Hudkins, 
Raybould, Heier and Schorr voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

D. A recommendation from the Purchasing Agent and Emergency Management Director 
to award a contract to Schmader Electric Construction Company, Inc., in the amount 
of $90,312, for outdoor warning sirens and replacement in Bennett, Malcolm, 
Palmyra, Firth and Raymond.  (B-11-0005) 

 
Doug Ahlberg, Emergency Management Director, said the original grant was in the amount of $124,000 
for siren installation.  Since the bid came in less than the grant amount, he would see if another siren 
could be purchased at the same rate.  Ahlberg noted the siren listed as Palmyra is actually for Panama. 
He said DC-powered sirens are currently in Denton, Hallam and Hickman.   
 
MOTION: Hudkins moved and Smoyer seconded approval of the recommendation.  Hudkins, Raybould, 
Heier, Smoyer and Schorr voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

E. An agreement between Lancaster County and All Needs Computer & Mailing Services, 
Inc., for mailing services for the Lancaster County Treasurer.  The County shall pay 
for products and services according to the contractor’s proposal, excluding the $10 
per day pickup fee.  Term of the agreement is from the date of execution to December 
31, 2011.  (C-11-0039) 
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5)  NEW BUSINESS CONTINUED: 
 
Liz Thanel, Accountant for the County Treasurer’s Office, said this is a license plate year, which will 
require a very large mailing.  She said her office and the mailroom would not be able to handle the 
large mailing without interfering with their normal level of service.  Hudkins asked about the credentials 
of the company used.  Thanel said All Needs was the only bidder, but she checked with the post office 
who said they were a reputable company.   
 
MOTION: Hudkins moved and Heier seconded approval of the agreement.  Raybould, Heier, Smoyer, 
Hudkins and Schorr voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

F. An agreement between Cardiac Science Corporation, the City of Lincoln, Lancaster 
County and the Lincoln-Lancaster County Public Building Commission for automated 
external defibrillators (AEDs).  Pricing will be pursuant to Purchasing Solutions 
Alliance Contract No. 09-100 dated October 9, 2009.  Term of the agreement is from 
the date of execution through October 8, 2011.  (C-11-0040) 

 
Bob Walla, Assistant Purchasing Agent, said the AEDs were originally purchased using a contract 
through the Veterans Hospital.  The contract expired, but the same company was used for the 
corresponding accessories.  He said Purchasing Solutions Alliance offered the best deal.  The AEDs, 
including the accessories, are replaced on an as needed basis. 
 
MOTION: Smoyer moved and Hudkins seconded approval of the agreement.  Heier, Smoyer, Hudkins, 
Raybould and Schorr voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

G. A maintenance agreement with Microfilm Imaging Systems, in the amount of $895, 
for a Canon scanner located in the Clerk of the District Court's Office.  Term of the 
agreement is February 1, 2011, to January 31, 2012.  (C-11-0041) 

 
Heier asked for the item to be held.  He said the machine was purchased in 2004.  With a maintenance 
agreement cost of $895 per year, six years later the total cost is $6,145, versus the cost of $4,500 for a 
new machine.  Hudkins agreed the options should be reviewed before approval.  The Board agreed to 
hold the item. 
 

H. A licensure renewal application to operate a mental health center with the Nebraska 
Department of Health and Human Services in connection with the Lancaster County 
Mental Health Center.  The County will pay $250 for the renewal license.   
(C-11-0038) 

 
MOTION: Raybould moved and Smoyer seconded approval of the application.  Hudkins, Raybould, 
Heier, Smoyer and Schorr voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

I. A grant contract with Lincoln Literacy Council to provide funds in the amount of 
$10,000 to support capacity building.  Term of the grant contract is July 1, 2010, to 
June 30, 2011.  (C-11-0042) 

 
Item was held per request of the County Attorney. 
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5)  NEW BUSINESS CONTINUED: 
 

J. Approval of the Keno Human Services Prevention Fund Round 33 funding 
recommendations: Bright Lights, $1,850; Heartland Big Brothers/Big Sisters, $3,750; 
Lancaster County Medical Society Foundation, $5,000; Bryan LGH Foundation, 
$3,500; Friendship Home, $7,500; Voices of Hope, $7,500; and Community CROPS, 
$1,800. 

 
Schorr noted there had been almost $80,000 in requests. 
 
MOTION: Raybould moved and Hudkins seconded approval of the funding recommendations.  Heier, 
Smoyer, Hudkins, Raybould and Schorr voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
6) CONSENT ITEMS: These are items of business that are routine which are expected to be adopted 

without dissent.  Any individual item may be removed for special discussion and consideration by a 
Commissioner or by any member of the public without prior notice.  Unless there is an exception, 
these items will be approved as one with a single vote of the Board of Commissioners.  These items 
are approval of: 

 
A. A right-of-way contract between the County Engineer and the following: 

1. B&W Landon Family Farms, LLC, in the amount of $91, located at 19617 E. Agnew 
Road; Project No. CP-A-214.  (C-11-0043) 

2. Rodney and Gloria Egger, in the amount of $136, located at 10401 Wagon Train 
Road; Project No. CP-S-21.  (C-11-0044) 

3. Jerry and Ruthann Snyder, in the amount of $345.50, located at W. Waverly Road 
and NW 126th Street; Project No. CP-E-191.  (C-11-0045) 

4. Susan Lowe and Jack Petersen, in the amount of $8, located at 16844 S. 120th 
Street; Project No. CP-R-104.  (C-11-0046) 

5. Steven and Diane Kraus, in the amount of $344, located at SW 128th Street and W. 
Bennet Road; Project No. CP-U-78.  (C-11-0047) 

6. Clyde Burgess, in the amount of $9, located at SW 84th Street and Pioneers 
Boulevard; Project No. CP-N-7.  (C-11-0048) 

7. Lola Sievers, Living Trust, in the amount of a donation, located at W. Waverly Road 
and NW 126th Street; Project No. CP-E-191.  (C-11-0049) 

 
B. Receive and place on file the County Sheriff monthly report for December, 2010. 

 
MOTION: Heier moved and Hudkins seconded approval of the consent items.  Smoyer, Hudkins, 
Raybould, Heier and Schorr voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
7) PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
John Austin discussed a variety of topics, including the Sheriff awards, the Korean War and the Hickman 
Regional Recreational & Event Complex. 
 
8) ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 
A. The Lancaster County Board of Commissioners will hold a staff meeting on Thursday, 

January 20, 2011, at 8:30 a.m., in Room 113 on the first floor of the County-City 
Building. 
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8)  ANNOUNCEMENTS CONTINUED: 
 

B. The Lancaster County Board of Commissioners will hold their next regular meeting on 
Tuesday, January 25, 2011, at 9:30 a.m., in Room 112 on the first floor of the County-
City Building, with the Board of Equalization meeting immediately following.   

 
C. The Lancaster County Board of Commissioners meeting is broadcast live at 9:30 a.m., 

on Tuesdays and rebroadcast at 1:30 p.m., and 6:30 p.m., as well as on Saturday 
afternoon on 5 City-TV, Cable Channel 5.  In addition, this meeting may be viewed on 
Nebraska On Demand Time Warner Channel 101 and is available on the internet 24 
hours a day at www.lancaster.ne.gov.  Click on 5 City-TV Video on Demand. 

 
9)  ADJOURNMENT  
 
MOTION: Heier moved and Hudkins seconded to adjourn the Board of Commissioners meeting at 
11:32 a.m.  Hudkins, Raybould, Heier, Smoyer and Schorr voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
 

 
__________________ 
Dan Nolte 
Lancaster County Clerk 
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MINUTES 
LANCASTER COUNTY BOARD OF EQUALIZATION 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 18, 2011 
COMMISSIONERS HEARING ROOM, ROOM 112 

FIRST FLOOR, COUNTY-CITY BUILDING 
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE LANCASTER COUNTY  

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING 
 
 Commissioners present: Deb Schorr, Chair  
      Bernie Heier, Vice Chair 
      Larry Hudkins 
      Jane Raybould 

  Brent Smoyer 
 

Others present:     Norm Agena, County Assessor/Register of Deeds 
  Scott Gaines, Deputy County Assessor/Register of Deeds 

Kerry Eagan, Chief Administrative Officer 
Gwen Thorpe, Deputy Chief Administrative Officer 
Brittany Behrens, Deputy County Attorney 
Dan Nolte, County Clerk 
Cori Beattie, Deputy County Clerk 
Angela Zocholl, County Clerk’s Office 

 
The location announcement of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act was given and the meeting was 
called to order at 11:32 a.m. 
      
1) MINUTES: Approval of the minutes of the Board of Equalization meeting held on 

Tuesday, January 11, 2011.   
 
MOTION: Hudkins moved and Smoyer seconded approval of the minutes.  Hudkins, Raybould, 
Heier, Smoyer and Schorr voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
2) ADDITIONS AND DEDUCTIONS: Approval of 26 additions and deductions to the tax 

assessment rolls per Attachments “A” and “B”. 
 
MOTION: Heier moved and Smoyer seconded approval of the additions and deductions.  Raybould, 
Heier, Smoyer, Hudkins and Schorr voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
3) MOTOR VEHICLE TAX EXEMPTION APPLICATIONS:  
 

BryanLGH Medical Center 
Child Guidance Center 
Cornhusker Place of Lincoln-Lancaster County 
Evangelical United Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
Priestly Fraternity of St. Peter 
Wyuka Funeral Home & Cemetery 

 
MOTION: Raybould moved and Hudkins seconded approval of the motor vehicle tax exemptions.  
Heier, Smoyer, Hudkins, Raybould and Schorr voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 



- 2 -   

 
4) ADJOURNMENT  
 
MOTION: Heier moved and Hudkins seconded to adjourn the Board of Equalization meeting at 11:34 
a.m.  Smoyer, Hudkins, Raybould, Heier and Schorr voted aye.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
 

 
__________________ 
Dan Nolte 
Lancaster County Clerk 




























































































