
- 1 - 

MINUTES 
LANCASTER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

COUNTY-CITY BUILDING, ROOM 112 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2015 

6:30 P.M. 
 
 

Advance public notice of the Board of Commissioners meeting was posted on the County-City 
Building bulletin board and the Lancaster County, Nebraska, web site and emailed to the media on 
October 23, 2015. 
 
Commissioners present:  Roma Amundson, Chair; Deb Schorr and Todd Wiltgen 
 
Commissioner absent:  Larry Hudkins, Vice Chair; Bill Avery  
 
Others present:  Pam Dingman, County Engineer; David Derbin, Deputy County Attorney; Dan Nolte, 
County Clerk; Cori Beattie, Deputy County Clerk; and Kelly Lundgren, County Clerk’s Office 
 
The Chair called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m., the pledge of allegiance was recited and the 
location of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act was announced. 
 

 PUBLIC HEARING:  
 
  A.  One and Six-Year Road and Bridge Improvement Program for July 1, 2016  
    through June 30, 2021.   
 
The Chair opened the public hearing and the oath was administered to those who wished to testify.   
 
The County Engineer’s staff was introduced.   
 
Pam Dingman, County Engineer, submitted the County Comprehensive Plan Conformance No. 15030: 
Lancaster County Road and Bridge Construction Program for Fiscal Years 2016 and 2017-2021 
(Exhibit A).  She began her presentation (Exhibit B) with an overview of the flooding event that took 
place on May 5, 2015 noting the areas of damage on a map.  Dingman noted that an interactive map 
was created that aided the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) in quickly declaring the 
flood area a disaster.  She said the map provided information such as a photo of the damage, the 
material list that it took for repair and the hours of labor.  Dingman reported that reimbursement is 
approved for the County from both Nebraska Emergency Management Agency (NEMA) and FEMA.  
 
Dingman highlighted projects completed in 2015 including grading of 54th Street and asphalt overlay 
of South 70th Street, Holdrege Street, Pine Lake Road and East and West Van Dorn Streets.  She said 
projects for 2016 may be delayed due to the cost of repairs that are needed for roads and bridges 
damaged during the flood.  Dingman discussed the One and Six-year Road and Bridge Construction 
Program (Exhibit C) that include paving Bluff Road, West Agnew Road, West Denton Road and Old 
Cheney Road; asphalt overlay of roads; and grading of North 27th and Rokeby Road.  She noted 
additions to the long-term plan including paved shoulders along Saltillo Road and paving shoulders on 
68th Street into Hickman.   
 



- 2 - 

Larry Nedrow, 10331 N. 145th Street (Waverly), appeared and read a prepared statement regarding 
the Bluff Road project (Exhibit D).  
 
Heather Rubenking, 15757 Bluff Road (Waverly), thanked the Board for placing the Bluff Road 
project on the 2016 one-year plan.  
 
Mike Werner, 10220 East Oak Lane Circle, Waverly Mayor; Joe Dalton, 9640 N. 148th Street, Waverly 
City Council Member; and Doug Rix, 6601 N. 148th Street, Waverly City Administrator, all expressed 
appreciation that the Bluff Road project was included in the 2016 plan.  The items they discussed 
were:  increased growth and development of Waverly, increased traffic, support of an Interlocal 
agreement with Lancaster County for the Bluff Road project, long-term plans, and safety issues.  
They told the Board that bids would go out for culvert replacement for Bluff Road after the first of the 
year with work to begin in the spring of 2016.    
 
Joe Holman, 9921 N. 147th Street (Waverly) and Mike Faughn, 10321 N. 142nd Street (Waverly), 
Camp Creek Threshers, appeared in support of the Bluff Road project.  They noted the increase in 
activities at the Camp Creek facility throughout the entire year, which has resulted in heavier traffic 
on Bluff Road.  They both agreed that the dust caused by the increased traffic is a safety concern.   
 
Brian Chaffin, 601 “P” Street (Lincoln), Olsson & Associates, appeared on behalf of Lincoln Electric 
Systems (LES) requesting that a portion of Rokeby Road between 84th and 98th Street be added to 
the one-year plan.  He told the Board that LES has plans for a new operation center in that area.   
Chaffin stated adding it to the one-year plan ensures flexibility going forward if there is any type of 
Interlocal agreement with LES.   
 
Dave Hergenrader, 7100 Saltillo Road; Jim Becker, 5101 Saltillo Road (Roca); Don Miller, 5701 Saltillo 
Road (Lincoln) all discussed the need for road improvements on Saltillo Road.  They noted the high 
traffic counts, the fatalities that have occurred and the speed at which the traffic travels.  
Hergenrader said he had discussed the sharp drop-offs along the shoulders with Dingman.  He said 
they continue to be told the proposed Beltway would help reduce the amount of traffic, however, 
that could still be several years away.  Becker asked the Board why there was such resistance to 
discussing improvements to Saltillo Road.   Miller stated placing shoulders on the road would not 
solve all the problems associated with this County road.    
 
Dingman stated that it is the Department of Roads theory that the South Beltway will reduce the 
traffic on Saltillo Road.  She said she is aware of extensive traffic and high rate of speed vehicles are 
traveling on Saltillo.  Dingman noted that the City of Lincoln is only a mile away and conversation has 
begun with the Mayor’s office looking at this corridor.  She said the Planning Department is 
performing a long-range traffic study and will offer their recommendations.  Dingman added that 
Saltillo Road has been included in years two through six-year projects. 
 
Dave Dykman, 100 Fencerock Court #11, (Hickman), appeared in support of placing the 68th Street 
and Roca Road project on the one-year plan.  He said the City of Hickman has plans to put in turning 
lanes because of the increase growth in businesses and it would be beneficial to have the road into 
Hickman completed at the same time.   
 
Mike Meyers, 315 Orchard Place, (Hickman), Hickman City Administrator, expressed support of the 
paving of 68th Street into Hickman.  He noted that the City of Hickman is the fastest growing city in 
Nebraska.  Meyers said many citizens work in Lincoln and 68th Street traffic will only continue to 
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increase and expressed concerns over public safety. He thanked the Board for including 68th Street in 
the one and six-year plan.   
 
Mike Cvitak, 7731 Southwest 56th Street, (Denton), expressed his disappointment that Southwest 56th 
Street was not included in the one and six-year plan.  He said the road is like a “washboard” and you 
cannot travel more than 20 MPH.  Cvitak noted there has been a recent rollover fatality on this road 
and would like the road to be considered for blacktop paving.   
 
Commissioner Schorr asked if Dingman could provide a traffic count for Southwest 56th Street.   
 
Dave Watts, 13351 Dovers Street, (Waverly); Brian Clark, 11339 Wenzel Drive, (Waverly); and Dan 
Hans, 1201 North 112th Street (Waverly) all appeared in support of the 112th Street and “O” Street to 
Holdrege project.  They all expressed appreciation for it being placed on the one and six-year plan.  
It was noted that there is heavy truck traffic through this area and the dust is a significant issue.  
They asked the Board to consider moving this project up if at all possible.  There was also concern 
over low-lying areas and flooding of Salt Creek and when rock is brought to fill in the areas it 
increases the dust.   
 
Jim Brown, 8757 Bennet Road, (Bennet), expressed concern regarding Bennet Road and 82nd Street. 
He said a box culvert on Bennet Road was placed to help with water flow however, with the flooding 
this spring much of the dirt has eroded.  Brown stated that the County bought extra land three years 
ago to widen the road.  He said previously Bennet Road was a standby project but now does not 
appear anywhere on the list.   
 
Commissioner Amundson assured Brown that follow up would be done concerning the section of 
8757 Bennet Road west to 82nd Street.   
 
Sean Fintel, 12401 West Denton Road, (Denton), appeared with concerns regarding West Denton 
Road and Southwest 112th Street to Southwest 140th Street.  He provided a power point presentation 
with information regarding the need for this project to be a priority in 2016 (Exhibit E). 
Fintel noted increase traffic on the road and potholes being a safety issue.   
 
Craig Kreiner, 10300 North 27th Street, (Davey) expressed concerns with the fact that North 27th 
Street and Arbor Road into Waverly is not on the five to six-year plan to be blacktopped.  He noted 
North 27th Street has a substantial amount of garbage truck traffic.  Kreiner said he would like to see 
this section paved soon due to continued increase in traffic.  He also expressed concern regarding a 
bridge on Bluff Road and if it had been inspected recently.  Kreiner said that ton rating had been 
increased.  He inquired if traffic counts could be included on the County website to keep the public 
informed.   
 
Schorr read an email that she received from Jared J. Cox regarding Rokeby Road between South 14th 
Street and Highway 77 (Exhibit F).  He requested that the County consider paving the half-mile long 
section.  
 
Dingman thanked the citizens of Lancaster County for attending the public hearing and showing 
concern for the bridges and roads in the County.  She also thanked the Commissioners for their 
leadership and noted that the Board has increased the road maintenance fund by fifty percent.  
Dingman said despite this they still have to deny several projects requested.  She stated the County 
Engineer’s Office continues to look for the most cost effective solutions. Dingman thanked her staff 
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for their dedication and cooperation.  She said during the flooding that many members of the staff 
took on extra duties to ensure the safety of the public and performed extraordinarily.   
 
Commissioner Wiltgen thanked Dingman for her counsel and offering guidance in allocating funds for 
projects.   
 
Amundson also thanked Dingman for the innovations she has initiated in the County Engineer’s 
Office.  She said that while she does recognize the frustrations that many residents of Lancaster 
County have with County roads, but it is a very complicated issue with many restrictions and 
regulations as well as the budget aspect.   
 
Schorr said the County Engineer will take the comments made during the public hearing under 
advisement and the County Board will take final action on the one and six-year proposed plan in 
approximately two to four weeks.  She added that additional information will be available on the 
County Engineer’s website.   
 
2)  ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION: Schorr moved and Wiltgen seconded to adjourn at 8:10 p.m.  Schorr, Wiltgen and 
Amundson voted aye.  Hudkins and Avery were absent.  Motion carried 3-0.   
 
 
 
 
 
________________________   
Dan Nolte, County Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
  
   
 
  


































































































































