DIRECTORS’/ORGANIZATIONAL AGENDA
ADDENDUM
Monday, November 16, 2020
I.

CONSTITUENT CORRESPONDENCE
1. LES Goal Setting Process; Fossil Fuel - Ken Haar
2. Zoom Video Calling Platform - Jeanette Nakada
3. Virtual Testimony - Leah Gregory
4. Virtual Testimony - Cassey Lottman
5. South Park Addition, Block 2, Lot 21, N1/2 - William Stolzenburg

Angela M. Birkett
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jeanette Nakada <nakada.jeanette5@gmail.com>
Friday, November 13, 2020 10:46 AM
Council Packet
Zoom video calling platform

[CAUTION] This email comes from a sender outside your organization.

Dear City Council Members,
I am writing to ask that the Zoom video calling platform during City Council meetings be reinstated.
This format provides a much-needed and accessible avenue to me, and to other interested citizens,
to voice concerns and thoughts about important issues during this "red zone" pandemic.
However, such virtual testimony works to the benefit of the entire Lincoln community--now, with
COVID-19 at an all-time high--but also beyond, once the virus is a thing of the past.
Virtual testimony greatly increases *accessibility* for all citizens, for both public comment as well as
agenda items. Such a gesture would improve communication between the City Council and citizens.
Thank you for considering this request and for your ongoing dedication and service to the community.
Sincerely,
Jeanette Nakada
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Angela M. Birkett
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Leah Gregory <leahruthie@gmail.com>
Friday, November 13, 2020 2:24 PM
Council Packet
Virtual Testimony

[CAUTION] This email comes from a sender outside your organization.

Esteemed members of the Lincoln City Council,
My name is Leah Gregory, and I've been a Lincoln citizen for nearly 15 years. I'm writing today to ask that you
indefinitely reinstate the ability to testify virtually for both public comment and agenda items in your weekly
Council meetings.
Enabling virtual testimony not only makes it easier for those who aren't able to leave home or work to
participate in vital discussion, it's also a far safer alternative at a time when our local coronavirus case load is at
an all-time high and climbing by the day. The risk of transmission is great, and offering virtual testimony is a
relatively easy way to ensure folks are still able to participate while protecting their health and safety (and
yours!).
While the coronavirus pandemic has certainly been an important impetus for enacting this virtual testimony
option, I would urge you to consider making this option a permanent one to ensure that all members of our
community are able to engage with our governing body, offer our thoughts and opinions, and become more
collaborative partners in the shaping of our community's policies. There are significant barriers that keep many
of our citizens from making their voices heard at Council meetings, and with the leaps and bounds in
videoconferencing technology over the years — and especially this year — there are real solutions available to
us for removing many of those barriers with just a little extra elbow grease.
I'm so thankful for each of you and the leadership you're offering during such a pivotal time in our city, state,
and country. I'd ask you to use your influence as Council members to make these conversations more accessible
to everyone in our community. Please consider reinstating virtual testimony.
Thank you for your time and service.
Leah Gregory
206 S 30th St.
Lincoln, NE 68510
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Angela M. Birkett
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Cassey Lottman <calottman@gmail.com>
Friday, November 13, 2020 2:54 PM
Council Packet
Please reinstate virtual testimony

[CAUTION] This email comes from a sender outside your organization.

Hello,
I am writing to encourage you to reinstate the possibility of virtual testimony from the public at city council
meetings. To make sure that the public comment period is representative of community views to the extent it
can be (it will always exclude people whose lives do not contain the luxury of many hours free at certain
prescribed hours on a weekday), public comment must be as accessible as possible. That means meeting people
where they are, and right now, people who are not at work are (or should be) at home.
Even once the pandemic is over, allowing virtual testimony will enable greater access for people who can't
make it to the meeting in person due to commute times, childcare responsibilities, disability, and so many more
reasons. Therefore, I am asking the council to bring back virtual testimony and make it a permanent feature of
city council meetings.
Thank you for your consideration.
Please include this in the meeting's public record.
Cassey Lottman
Lincoln NE 68502
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Angela M. Birkett
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Carmen J. Flynn
Monday, November 16, 2020 7:59 AM
Angela M. Birkett
FW: South Park Addition, Block 2, Lot 21, N1/2

See below
From: Bill Stolzenburg <stolz28@yahoo.com>
Sent: Friday, November 13, 2020 4:38 PM
To: City Clerk <CityClerk@lincoln.ne.gov>
Subject: South Park Addition, Block 2, Lot 21, N1/2

[CAUTION] This email comes from a sender outside your organization.
I have received a letter stating a proposed ordinance creating an Alley Paving Special Assessment District. Which means the ordinance wants to pave the alley in
my backyard. I opposed to any paving of the alley if I have to pay for it. If the apartment owners wants to pave the alley for their customers, then the apartment
owner will have to pay for it all.
William Stolzenburg
2321 S 10th
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