City Council Introduction: December 18, 2017
Public Hearing: January 8, 2018, 3:00 p.m.

Bill No. 17R-305

FACTSHEET
TITLE: Special Permit No. 1219N To allow Bryan Medical Center East Campus to construct
wall signage larger than 50 square feet and amend their
campus signage plan
(48th & A Streets)

BOARD/COMMITTEE: Planning Commission

APPLICANT: Bryan Medical Center

RECOMMENDATION: Conditional Approval (9-0:
Beckius, Hove, Edgerton, Finnegan, Harris, Joy,
Washington, Corr, and Scheer voting 'yes').

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Conditional Approval.

OTHER DEPARTMENTS AFFECTED:

SPONSOR: Planning Department

OPPONENTS: None present at hearing.

REASON FOR LEGISLATION:
This is a request for a special permit per Section 27.63.080 Health Care Facilities – Non-Residential for a new campus
sign plan for the Bryan Medical Center East Campus. The applicant is requesting five wall signs up to 200 square feet
and one wall sign up to 150 square feet to allow identification of buildings within the campus with additional wall
signage area allowed exceeding 200 square feet of wall sign per building facade in two instances associated with the
Falkner Building and the new 5055 A Street building. All of the proposed new wall signs are oriented toward the
interior of the campus except for signage on the north side of the 5055 A Street building. This special permit is being
requested in conjunction with Text Amendment 17020 which is a related item that modifies the sign regulations
pertaining to hospitals and post-secondary education facilities.
DISCUSSION / FINDINGS OF FACT:
1.

This special permit request appeared on the Consent Agenda of the Planning Commission on December 6, 2017;
however, it was removed from the Consent Agenda and opened for public hearing at the request of
Commissioner Corr.

2.

The staff recommendation of conditional approval of this special permit is based upon the “Analysis” as set forth
on pp.2-3, concluding that the zoning for Bryan Medical Center East Campus and other such facilities is
residential which limits the allowable signage in comparison to other districts. The proposal, while permitting
additional signage for the growing hospital campus, still limits the square footages allowed. In addition, the
specific proposed signs with the exception of the 5055 A Street building signage are oriented to the interior of the
campus and are not exterior facing toward residential areas. In the case of the 5055 A Street, this building will
be setback approximately 200 feet from A Street with significant landscaping and parking in front. Staff
presentation is found on p.16.

3.

Testimony on behalf of the applicant is found on pp.16-17. There was no testimony in support or in opposition to
this application.

4.

On December 6, 2017, the Planning Commission voted 9-0 to recommend conditional approval of this special
permit.
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SPECIAL PERMIT NO. 1219N
SPECIAL PERMIT NO. 1219N, TO ALLOW BRYAN MEDICAL CENTER EAST CAMPUS TO
CONSTRUCT WALL SIGNAGE LARGER THAN 50 SQUARE FEET AND AMEND THEIR CAMPUS
SIGNAGE PLAN, GENERALLY LOCATED AT 48TH AND A STREETS.
December 6, 2017
Members present: Beckius, Corr, Edgerton, Finnegan, Harris, Hove, Joy, Washington, and
Scheer.
Staff recommendation: Conditional Approval.
Corr disclosed the text amendment related to this item was discussed at a Mayor’s Roundtable
meeting that she attended. No other ex parte communications were disclosed.
Staff Presentation: George Wesselhoft of the Planning Department stated this application
to amend the special permit for the Bryan East Campus will add several new signs, two of
which will exceed the regulated limit and will require City Council approval. Two of the new
signs will be in the newly expanded area at the northeast of the site. Overall, the proposal
will not be a detriment to any nearby residents because they are largely internal to the
campus and the new buildings have large setbacks from streets.
Proponents:
1. DaNay Kalkowski, Seacrest & Kalkowski, 1128 Lincoln Mall, said this request is to amend
the special permit because even if the associated text amendment passes, there are two
instances where her client’s request will exceed the maximum limit. The main purpose of the
signs is to assist with way-finding for patients, their families, people from out of town, or
those in stressful situations. Having each building clearly identifiable will make it easier for
people to determine where they are heading when they enter the site. Though the aspects of
the signs sound large, they are in keeping with the size and scope of the buildings. A few of
the signs are pulled down so they are not visible by area residents. On one tower, the sign is
up higher due to the fascia of the building. The new building will include a sign and Bryan
would also like to incorporate their logo on the north side, so it equals 350 on the north face
of the new building.
Beckius said he understands the need for way-finding. He asked how the towers are named
because he has concern about changing the ordinance to help with a fundraising effort.
Kalkowski said she will defer to the applicant to answer that but noted the importance of
having easily identifiable buildings.
2. David Reese, Vice President of Clinical& Support Services for Bryan Health, said that
several of the buildings have longstanding names that were chosen to commemorate
prominent citizens in the community who were affiliated in some way with Bryan. He
reiterated the importance of providing easy markers to provide visitors with so they start out
in close proximity to their destination. In answer to Beckius’ question, there are many aspects
to choosing a name and fundraising is just one. It is an opportunity to honor a prominent
person or volunteer who has done great work for Bryan.
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Washington noted that the characters appear to be a different scale on the 5055 Building. She
wondered if that is accurate, or if it just appears that way in the rendering. Reese said it
could be because in graphic design terms, the black on white skews the scale. It will not be
larger. Washington expressed her concern that the illumination will impact neighbors.
Kalkowski said they held a neighborhood meeting to explain the changes. Washington asked if
they showed the wattage of the signs. Reese said they did not; only about the sign and the
fact that it would be lit and would face north.
3. Don Sheets, Director of Facilities at Bryan Health, said the larger appearance is related
to the scale. The other buildings are eight stories so the same letters appear smaller. The
lettering will be black with halo lighting from behind. Scheer asked if there would be lighting
for parking. Reese said yes.
4. Bob Norris, Nebraska Sign Company, said a good sign for reference is located at the
medical center on 40th & Pine Lake Road. There is no exposed light source. The letters are
acrylic, which mutes the LED lights.
There was no testimony in opposition.
SPECIAL PERMIT NO. 1219N
ACTION BY PLANNING COMMISSION:

December 6, 2017

Corr moved for approval, seconded by Finnegan.
Corr thanked Kalkowski for taking the initiative after finding an area where the regulations
could be improved.
Beckius said this proposal is entirely appropriate.
Scheer commented that having clear signage is helpful for visitors.
Motion carried, 9-0: Beckius, Corr, Edgerton, Finnegan, Harris, Hove, Joy, Washington, and
Scheer voting ‘yes’.
Note: This is a recommendation to the City Council.
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