IN LIEU OF
DIRECTORS’ MEETING
NOVEMBER 10, 2014

I.

CITY CLERK

II.

MAYOR
1. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor encourages support for new half-marathon, November 9, 2014.
a) Route map for the Good Life Halfsy.
2. NEWS RELEASE. Year’s final household hazardous waste collection event set for November
14, 2014.

III.

DIRECTORS CORRESPONDENCE
WEST HAYMARKET JOINT PUBLIC AGENCY
1. The West Haymarket Joint Public Agency public meeting, originally scheduled for November
13th has been rescheduled for Tuesday, November 18, 2014, 3:00 p.m., 555 S. 10th Street, in
Council Chambers.
HEALTH DEPARTMENT
1. Lincoln - Lancaster County Health Department Board of Health meeting minutes of October 14,
2014.
2. Lincoln - Lancaster County Health Department: Department report, October 2014.
PLANNING DEPARTMENT
1. Administrative Amendment No. 14078 approved by the Planning Director on October 31, 2014.
2. Map of Annexation by Ordinance, SW 56th and W “O” Streets. Effective: November 11, 2014,
39.41 acres.
PUBLIC WORKS & UTILITIES/ENGINEERING
1. ADVISORY. Sidewalk Repair Advisory. Priority sidewalk repair - various locations. Project
#702624C.

IV.

COUNCIL MEMBERS

V.

CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 402-441-7511
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: November 4, 2014
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Dave Norris, Citizen Information Center, 402-441-7547
Ben Cohoon, Pink Gorilla Events, 402-770-1170

MAYOR ENCOURAGES SUPPORT FOR NEW HALF-MARATHON
Some roads will be closed along scenic race route
Mayor Chris Beutler today encouraged residents to line the race route to support the City’s
inaugural Good Life Halfsy half-marathon Sunday, November 9. About 3,500 runners will
participate in the race, which begins at 9 a.m. at Seacrest Field and ends at the Railyard (a route
map is attached).
“This event sold out in just 36 hours in February and is one of the year’s largest inaugural halfmarathons in the nation,” Mayor Beutler said. “The route includes Holmes Lake, Union Plaza
and other City parks, and we are proud to welcome runners from 28 states to experience our
beautiful City. I want to thank the organizers, Ben Cohoon and Jason Bakewell of Lincoln, for
enhancing our reputation as a fun and fit City.”
Cohoon and Bakewell are with Pink Gorilla Events, which also created the Market to Market
Relay. The race is certified by United States of America Track and Field, and more information
can be found at goodlifehalfsy.com.
The public is advised to plan ahead for any delays they may encounter along the race route.
Police Officers will control intersections, allowing cars to pass safely along the race course. The
Antelope Valley trail will be closed from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. from Randolph to Court streets.
Street closures are as follows:
•
All southbound lanes of 70th Street from Wedgewood to North Holmes Shore Drive will
be closed from 8:30 to 10 a.m.
•
All lanes of North Holmes Shore Drive from 70th Street to Normal Blvd. will be closed
from 8:30 to 10 a.m.
•
All lanes of Normal Blvd. from 70th to 62nd streets will be closed from 8:30 to 11 a.m.
•
One westbound lane of Capital Parkway will be closed from 62nd to Randolph streets
from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
•
Streets in Innovation Campus will be closed from 9:15 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
•
Some streets in the North Bottoms area will be partially closed, and no parking will be
allowed from 14th to 6th streets from 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
•
All lanes of Canopy Street from “R” to “P” streets will be closed from 5 a.m. to 3 p.m.
•
The Arena Festival Lot and Haymarket Park Lot will be available for parking, but the
remainder of the area will be closed from 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
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UPDATED 10/23/2014

LINCOLN-LANCASTER COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
3140 “N” St., Lincoln, NE 68510, 402-441-8000
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: November 5, 2014
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Dan N. King, Environmental Health Specialist, 402-441-8084

YEAR’S FINAL HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE
COLLECTION EVENT SET FOR NOVEMBER 14
Lincoln and Lancaster County residents can dispose of unwanted chemicals at the last household
hazardous waste collection effort of the year Friday, November 14. This collection is by
appointment only, and residents can schedule a reservation by contacting the Lincoln-Lancaster
County Health Department LLCHD at 402-441-8021. Callers will be asked to identify the types
and approximate quantity of waste they plan to bring and will receive details on the time and
location of the collection. Reservations are limited.
Accepted items include pesticides, household cleaning products, paint thinners, stains, polishes
and waxes, turpentine, oil-based paint, pool cleaning chemicals, flea and tick powders, rodent
poison, charcoal starter fluids, mixed or old gasoline, brake or power steering fluids, and items
containing mercury such as CFLs and thermometers. A complete list of accepted items is
available at lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: household).
Items that will not be accepted include latex paint, motor oil, fertilizers, gas grill cylinders,
pharmaceutical waste, electronics and batteries. For information on recycling these and other
materials, check the “Guide to Recycling” at recycle.lincoln.ne.gov.
The event is free to residents of Lincoln and Lancaster County. Donations are accepted the day
of the collection.
The Household Hazardous Waste program is partially funded by the Nebraska Department of
Environmental Quality.
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Mary M. Meyer
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Dave B. Norris
Tuesday, November 04, 2014 1:43 PM
Council Packet
rescheduled West Haymarket JPA meeting

The West Haymarket Joint Public Agency (JPA) public meeting originally scheduled for
Thursday, November 13 has been rescheduled for 3 p.m. Tuesday, November 18 in Council
Chambers, County‐City Building, 555 S. 10th St.

David Norris
Citizen Information Center
555 S. 10th St. ‐ Suite 301
Lincoln, NE 68508
402‐441‐7547

1

LINCOLN-LANCASTER COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Board of Health
October 14, 2014
I.

ROLL CALL
The meeting of the Board of Health was called to order at 5:00 PM by Heidi Stark at the
Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department. Members Present: Roma Amundson, Alan
Doster, Doug Emery, Karla Lester, Jacquelyn Miller, Michelle Petersen, Brittany Behrens
(ex-officio), Tim Sieh (ex-officio) and Heidi Stark.
Members Absent: Craig Strong, Mike Tavlin, Rick Hoppe (ex-officio).
Staff Present: Scott Holmes, Charlotte Burke, Steve Frederick, Steve Beal, Nancy Clark,
Tim Timmons, Jim Bare, Andrea Haberman, Jim Bare and Elaine Severe

II.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Dr. Stark asked if there were any additions or corrections to the Agenda.
Motion: Moved by Dr. Lester that the Agenda be approved as printed. Second by Mr.
Emery. Motion carried by acclamation.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Dr. Stark asked if there were any additions or corrections to the Minutes.
Motion: Moved by Ms. Amundson that the August 12, 2014 Minutes be approved as
printed. Second by Dr. Miller. Motion carried by acclamation.

III.

PUBLIC SESSION
DEPARTMENT REPORTS
A.

Health Director Update
Mr. Holmes stated the s. Halstead stated the Department was notified the Home
Visitation Program received national accreditation. Congratulations to Ms.
Haberman, Ms. Bonesteel, and Mr. George for their good work.
Staff will continue their work on the Department’s Strategic Plan on October 9,
2014. John Beranek, Intersections Consulting, will facilitate the event. Ms.
Halstead invited Board members to attend and participate in the sessions
The Lincoln & Lancaster County Environmental Leadership Awards Breakfast will
be held on Friday, November 14, 2014 at 7:30 AM at the Nebraska Innovation
Campus Conference Center. Invitations will be mailed in the near future.

Ms. Halstead provided an update on the cigar bar legislation and the Supreme Court
ruling on exempting cigar bars from the Clean Indoor Air Act. The Court ruled
that the exemption was unconstitutional and enforcement of the Clean Indoor Air
Act relative to cigar bars will begin shortly. In the past, the license was tied to the
establishment’s liquor license.
LaVista city officials made the press regarding feral cats. Information was
provided to the Nebraska Humane Society about our relationship and agreement
with The Cat House. The Cat House efforts help maintain and curb the feral cat
population in Lincoln. Ms. Halstead noted they do a nice job and at no cost to the
Department.
Steve Frederick provided an update on Enterovirus D 68. He stated the virus has
similar symptoms as a cold virus and is a concern in the community. Several states
have experienced a high number of cases. He stated there is no specific treatment
for the virus and said hand washing is the best approach to minimize coming down
with the virus.
Ms. Halstead provided an update on the number of bat cases. Animal Control has
responded to over 600 calls this year. Staff are urging the public to “Don’t Shoo
Out the Bat” if they have been bitten or suspect they were bitten by a bat in their
home. If Animal Control is able to catch the bat, it can be sent to the laboratory for
rabies testing. If not, the individual who was bitten will have to undergo rabies
vaccinations, which can be very costly, upwards of $15,000.00.
Federal Regulations were recently released regarding allowing pharmacies the
ability to take back prescription medication, including controlled substances. An
event is scheduled for September 27th, where the public will be able to drop off
leftover or unwanted medications at 11 local pharmacies.
IV.

CURRENT BUSINESS (Action items)

V.

CURRENT BUSINESS (Information Items)
A.

Summer Food Program Update
Mr. Carver provided an update on the Department’s Graffiti Program. The program
is in its 5th year. The Mayor’s Stronger Safer Neighborhoods handled the original
complaints. The program received funding from the Mayor’s Office in 2009. Mr.
Carver reviewed the history of the program, the program focus and education
efforts. Graffiti complaints continue to decline. In 2009, 1066 complaints were
received. In 2013, 514 complaints were investigated. Board members asked
about the average days to close a case. Mr. Carver responded most instances of
graffiti are removed in less than seven days.

B.

Hazardous Materials Emergency Response Team Activities
Ms. Bonesteel and Mr. George presented information on the Healthy Families
America Program. Prevent Child Abuse America announced this week that the
Health Department/CEDARS Youth Services program achieved accreditation in the
Healthy Families America model of home visitation. The program works to reduce

child abuse, family violence, juvenile delinquency and crime. She reviewed the
mission, statistics, demographic data and major areas of strengths. Staff receive
extensive training to work with new parents to care for their baby and cope with
stress. They offer services before the baby is born, use a standardized assessment
tool to identify families who are most in need of services and use positive outreach
efforts to build family trust. Staff are screening 100% of their targeted populations.
Mr. George reviewed the dashboard data including standards and program level
data. The program level data is very useful to the home visitors and is a great
management tool.
C.

Seasonal Flu Update
Mr. Holmes provided a presentation on the Department’s updated Online Food
Inspection Viewer. The information is available on the Health Department’s
website and was recently enhanced. The Viewer now provides more information to
the public. The website provides information regarding establishment inspections,
definitions and violations cited with short violation descriptions.

D..

HEROES Program - Children’s Hospital & Medical Center in Affiliation with
Teach A Kid To Fish
Ms. Halstead provided information on smoking in cars with children present. She
stated seven states currently have legislation banning smoking in vehicles with
children present in the vehicle. Some are primary offenses and some are secondary
offenses. If implemented in Nebraska, law enforcement agencies would enforce the
legislation. Staff believe legislation banning smoking in vehicles with children
should only be implemented at a statewide level; enforcement at a local
jurisdictional level would be very difficult to enforce.

VI.

FUTURE BUSINESS

VII.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Next Meeting - November 4, 2014 - 5:00 PM

VIII.

ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 6:32 PM.
Elaine Severe
Recording Secretary

Jacquelyn Miller
Vice-President

DEPARTMENT REPORT
OCTOBER, 2014
DIRECTOR’S OFFICE
-

The Health Director and Division Managers provided an orientation and tour of the
Department to Dr. Ali Khan and staff from the University of Nebraska Medical Center
College of Public Health. Dr. Khan is the new Dean of the College of Public Health.

-

The Health Director and Health Promotion & Outreach staff participated in the National
Safe Walk To School Day on October 8, 2014 at Kahoa School.

-

The Health Director attended the Capital Humane Society Annual Dinner on October 10,
2014.

-

The Health Director and Management Team members participated in a Strategic Planning
Implementation Meeting on October 9, 2014. John Beranek, private consultant, served as
the facilitator of the session.

-

The Health Director met with state and local stakeholders at the University of Nebraska
Medical Center to discuss LR 422 regarding developing policy recommendations towards
transformation of Nebraska’s health care system.

-

The Department is participating in the Combined Campaign for United Way, Community
Health Charities and the Community Services Fund. The Campaign runs October 1 –
November 7, 2014. The Administrative Aide serves as the City-Wide Coordinator and
Department Coordinator.

-

The Employee Relations Committee hosted an Employee Appreciation Luncheon for
Department staff on October 23, 2014.

-

Keerun Kamble – Health Promotion & Outreach Division

ANIMAL CONTROL
Sep 12-

Sep 13-

Sep 14-

Pet Licenses Sold
Cases Dispatched
Investigation

4506
2212
2358

4601
2037
2223

4882
1731
1910

Animals Impounded
Dogs

144

143

132
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Cats

117

135

139

Court Citations Issued
Warnings/Defects Issued

36
1345

35
1280

26
689

Bite Cases Reported
Attack Cases Reported

43
5

34
3

47
8

Dogs Declared (PPD, DD,V)

10

6

9

Animal Neglect Investigations
Injured Animal Rescue
Wildlife Removal
Dead Animal Pickup

55
81
48
208

48
84
48
188

70
98
43
215

Lost and Found Reports
Phone Calls
Average Response Time (in mins)

216
4580
26

195
3776
23

217
4164
33

-

Staff attended the Emergency Response Campus Ready Event that was held on Tuesday,
October 24th at the UN-L City Campus. Several agencies and organizations participated
in educational presentations, interacting with students and faculty and distributing ER
preparedness materials. The Animal Control Division shared a table with the Capital
Humane Society.

-

Staff are preparing a grant application for assistance with our pet emergency
preparedness planning and exercises. There is no set deadline for completion; however
the intent is to get the grant completed before January 2015.

-

On Saturday, October 25th, Animal Control will assist with a microchip clinic at UN-L
East Campus. The event will be held from 10:00AM-2:00PM.

-

Staff continue to work on defining the “work flow” process for a number of the major
duties in Animal Control. The purpose is to define what we do, how it gets done, what the
pitfalls are, and what are the productive tasks. Upon completion, we will know what
kinds of technology and computer applications can best serve our dispatch operations,
record keeping, reporting, licensing and other day to day duties and responsibilities.

-

Staff are working with the GIS Coordinator to look at where mapping of data can help
the officers do their jobs in the field and in the office. This will include where the
problem owners and properties are located.

-

Animal Control service, license and permit fees were posted on the Department webpage
and on the Animal Control webpage. Staff will be reviewing some of the fees and make
recommendations for any consolidation or changes. Some of the fees have been in place
for over 10 years with no changes.
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-

Staff attended the Capital Humane Society Annual Dinner and fund raiser. It was a record
setting event for CHS and they reached many of their goals for fund raising. The
cooperation with CHS continues to produce good outcomes which has been recognized
and commented on by the community.

COMMUNITY HEALTH SERVICES
Project Homeless Connect
-

October 1, 2014 was the sixth annual Project Homeless Connect-Lincoln. This is a
national model of one-day, “one-stop” services for those who are homeless or near
homeless. Lincoln’s Homeless Coalition holds this event in partnership with the
Veteran’s Administration’s “Stand Down” for veterans. This year, the venue was
changed from Pershing Auditorium to the Pinnacle Bank Arena. Three hundred fifty six
(356) people were served this year, which is a 21% increase from last year’s attendance.
Five people were housed immediately and seven more people were housed within one
week at CenterPointe and Fresh Start.

-

LLCHD nurses gave a total of 159 vaccines at the event: flu (100), TDaP (31), Hepatitis
B (17), Hepatitis A (6), Pneumonia (5).

-

Thirty nursing students from Bryan and UNMC volunteered to triage the initial health
needs of participants, giving them an excellent clinical experience with this population.

-

Last year, 54% of those served were literally homeless and another 20% were at
imminent risk of homelessness according to HUD’s definitions. Data for this year is in
the process of being analyzed by UNL’s Center on Children, Families and the Law.
Other services provided included: meals (breakfast & lunch, Lincoln Food Bank, Ayars
& Ayars, Salvation Army), housing (Lincoln Housing Authority), legal services (Legal
Aid of Nebraska), clothing, shoes, foot clinic (Matt Talbot Kitchen & Outreach & Union
College), mental health & substance abuse screening/assessments (CenterPointe, Blue
Valley Behavioral Health), tax preparation/returns (IRS), Medicaid applications (DHHS),
Economic Assistance applications (food stamps, energy assistance, child care subsidies,
DHHS & Community Action Partnership of Lancaster & Saunders Counties), Lancaster
County General Assistance applications (Lancaster County GA), Veterans benefits and
health care (VA), ex-offender reentry program (Released & Restored), family planning,
breast and cervical cancer screening, and sexually transmitted infection screening &
treatment (Family Health Services Inc.), HIV testing (Nebraska AIDS Project), vision
screening, vouchers for a free follow up exam and corrective glasses, free reading glasses
(Clinic With a Heart), dental screenings and referrals to care (UNMC College of
Dentistry), haircuts, identification cards, job placement/vocational rehab (Community
Action of Lancaster & Saunders Counties/Workforce NE), and drop in child care.

Flu Vaccine Outreach
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-

LLCHD nurses are planning sixteen outreach events for flu vaccination this flu season.
We focus on working with agencies who serve the homeless and near homeless: Clinic
With a Heart, the Gathering Place, Matt Talbot Kitchen & Outreach, and the Center for
People in Need. We typically are available during large holiday giveaway events. We’ve
also partnered with the UNMC College of Nursing to have students develop a site for us
at a local church during a Food Net event. Again, demonstrating to nursing students how
poor health can manifest due to poverty is a valuable clinical experience, is valuable for
their future practice, and hopefully, results in healthier patient outcomes.

Health Insurance Marketplace
-

The next open enrollment period for the Health Insurance Marketplace will be November
15, 2014 through February 15, 2015. According to the Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services (CMS), in the first enrollment period, approximately 44,000 people
living in Nebraska enrolled in the Marketplace. CMS also stated that nearly 7 in 10
persons enrolled in the Marketplace nationally, are paying $100 a month or less for health
insurance. Like last year, there are likely to be 4 insurance companies offering plans in
Nebraska. The official announcement has not been made at the time of this report. CHS
will have 28 staff trained as Certified Application Counselors (CACs) this year. As a part
of their normal case management and outreach activities, CACs are expected to assist
clients in applying for Marketplace insurance or NE Medicaid and refer clients to
Lancaster County General Assistance, Health 360, People’s Health Center or NE Urban
Indian Health Center for care. CHS staff members are completing the required
Marketplace and NE Medicaid training this month and in November. LLCHD will host a
NE Medicaid and Economic Assistance application training for our staff and community
partners on November 6th. Staff from Community Action Partnership of Lancaster &
Saunders Counties, People’s Health Center, and NE Appleseed will attend along with
LLCHD staff.

DENTAL HEALTH & NUTRITION
WIC
Caseload (Participation):
Total
Main
LMEP
Cornhusker Clinic

Food: For April 2014

3773
2861
154
758
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$ 232,297.99
$ 69.05
$ 44.04

Food Monthly Obligations
Food Pkg Avg.
Women
Infants
Children

$ 142.71
$ 46.86

Mentoring:
(Number and school)

Students
Interns
Volunteers
LMEP Residents

1

This will be the last month for LMEP. Clinic closed September 30, 2014.

Dental Health
Patient visits (duplicated provider appointments): 932
Patient Encounters (duplicated count): 665
Patients (unduplicated count): 573
Children served: 300 (52%)
Medicaid Enrolled clients: 316 (55%)
Clients falling at or below 100% of poverty on minimum fee for service: 197 (34%)
Clients falling in range of 101%-200% of poverty for steps 2 - 5 fees: 62 (11%)
Race/Ethnicity/White non-English (Arabic, Farsi, French, Kurdish, Russian, Ukranian):
approximately 67%
Clients served during extended evening clinic: 76 children during 77 client encounters
with 115 provider visits.
Children served during extended evening hours: 71 (92%)
Outreach Activities
LPS school screenings orientation for nurses: 34 nurses attending
Educare screenings and fluoride rinse applications: 119 children participating
Center Pointe oral health presentation: 16 participants
Waverly School District school screenings: 600 students screened
One dental assisting student from Southeast Community College rotated through the
clinic during month of September.

ENVIRONMENTAL PUBLIC HEALTH
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Program
Water Quality - Private Water Wells
Water Quality Goals (Purpose)
Protect human health by: preventing waterborne illness; preventing ground and surface water
pollution; preventing illicit discharges; assuring Lincoln maintains compliance with its NPDES
Stormwater Permit; and assuring new developments have adequate water and sewer.
Water Quality Indicator
Ensure all private wells used for potable water are tested annually for bacterial and Nitrate
contamination and well owners/users are notified of the results within 7 days.
Strategies/Methods (What we do)
- educate well owners on protecting groundwater from contamination
- investigate suspected waterborne illnesses
- issue permits
- conduct annual inspections and take water samples from potable wells within the city limits
- conduct inspections and take water samples from new or repaired wells within the 3-mile limit
- assure proper decommissioning of wells
- take enforcement actions
Funding/Source
Approximately 90% of the direct field costs for this program are funded through user/permit
fees.
Water Well Data:
FY11
550
747
1074
15%

FY12
550
532
918
11.1%

% + E. coli

1%

% >= 10 ppm
Nitrate

6%

Permits Issued
Inspections
Water Samples
% + Coliform

FY13

FY14

604
790
841
18%

572*
891
1343
14.5%

.73%

2.7%

1.5%

2.3%

5.7%

5.2%
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* 532 water well permits issued in the City, 37 newly drilled, and 3 water well repair permits
were issued in the 3-mile limit (newly drilled wells). (BPRA001 data from 10/23/14)
Comparison
In FY14, 14.5% of water wells tested for bacterial contamination were found to have coliform
bacteria, indicating contamination issues, 1.6% had E. coli, indicating fecal contamination. 6.1%
of wells tested for Nitrate had levels which posed a known public health risk (>10mg/L). These
data are consistent with past years, but somewhat on the high side. Contamination can be
affected by weather conditions; heavy rainfall/runoff tends to increase contamination levels;
drought conditions (such as 2012) may result in less contamination.
Description
Local ordinance requires all domestic wells (drinking water, irrigation, etc.) within the city and
all new wells drilled within the 3-mile limit to hold a permit. In FY14, the permit fee for a newly
drilled well was $200, and the annual permit fee for a well in the City limits was $115 (LMC
8.44). Over 50% of the wells in the City are used for drinking water, and the majority of the rest
are used for irrigation. All domestic wells in the City that are used for drinking water are
inspected and tested for bacteria and Nitrate contamination annually. Each of the newly drilled
potable water wells within the 3 mile limit were inspected and sampled for bacteria and Nitrate.
Water is one of the most common carriers of disease causing organisms and chemicals which
present health risks. When properties with private wells are annexed into the city, the owners are
allowed by right to retain their water well and not connect to the Lincoln Water System.
Annexations increase the number of people required to obtain a city well permit.
Partnerships & Efficiencies
Health works closely with DHHS and LPSNRD on groundwater issues. Health works closely
with Planning on newly annexed areas to assure that people know how the well ordinance
applies. A geographically referenced database has been created and Accela Automation holds all
permit information.

HEALTH DATA & EVALUATION
-

With the diagnosis of three Ebola cases in Dallas, including two nurses who treated the
Liberian man who was the first person diagnosed with Ebola in the U.S., there has been
much greater work for our Communicable Disease and Preparedness staff. The fourth case
of Ebola diagnosed in the U.S. was just confirmed in New York City. The patient is a doctor
who cared for Ebola patients in West Africa. HDE staff members (especially our
Communicable Disease Supervisor, Tim Timmons, and our Public Health Emergency
Response Coordinator, Randy Fischer) have been engaged on several fronts:
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Interviewing with the media about Ebola, how it’s spread and explaining who is at risk
for contracting the disease. Reminding the media that the general public is at extremely
low risk for contracting the disease since it is not a respiratory disease and can only be
contracted by someone who has contact with the patient’s body fluids after they begin
having symptoms. By far, those at highest risk for contracting the disease are health care
workers and close family members and friends who may care for the patient
Informing the medical providers and alerting them of who might be considered a suspect
case of Ebola. Generally, it is someone who has symptoms of the disease (fever, fatigue,
vomiting, diarrhea, a rash, unusual bleeding) and has a recent travel history from one of
the West Africa nations where Ebola is present
Working with our partner agencies/organizations that might be affected by an Ebola case
if we were to have one in Lancaster County. Making sure that plans are in place should
we have a suspect case. The partners include the Lincoln hospitals, Lancaster County
Emergency Management, LFR, clinics, Lancaster County Medical Society, LPS, UNL
among others
Learning from the mistakes and improper handling of the Dallas cases, to better diagnose
suspect Ebola cases, better protect health care workers and minimize the mixed
messages that were connected to how the hospital and public health officials managed
the cases
Creating a situation manual and scheduling a tabletop exercise for October 28th with the
partners mentioned above plus others. We have RSVPs from 92 individuals representing
40 agencies for the exercise
Participating in CDC and Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services calls to
keep up with the evolving guidelines and policies
Informing members of our Lancaster County and Southeast Nebraska Healthcare
Coalitions about their Ebola plans and determining gaps in their preparedness level
-

This is also the beginning of flu season so we are encouraging the public to get their annual
flu vaccination. Once again this year the recommendation is that everyone six months or
older be given a flu vaccination, which is the best way to prevent getting the flu. Tim
Timmons is once again distributing his Weekly Flu Activity reports every Friday, which
reports local, state and national flu activity levels. The local report draws information from
lab reports, school absentee information and the reason stated by patients for provider visits.
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HEALTH PROMOTION & OUTREACH
Chronic Disease Prevention and Minority Health
-

Lincoln has been recognized by the National League of Cities for receiving all five gold
medals in the Let’s Move Cities, Towns, and Counties (LMCTC) initiative. This
initiative is especially focused on a community effort to increase physical activity and
healthy eating among Lincoln’s citizens with special emphasis on children. Currently
there are 454 cities in the country that are participating in LMCTC, but only 16 have
achieved gold status in all five goals.

-

Staff participated in a meeting to assess community interest in a shared bike program in
Lincoln that would include both the City and the two UNL campuses. The meeting was
attended by representatives from other City departments, UNL, and from the bicycling
community. An evening open house was held at the County/City Building to gather input
from citizens regarding their interest in such a program. There are multiple bike share
programs in the country including one in Omaha.

-

Staff presented bicycle and pedestrian safety information at Lakeview Elementary for
over 250 students and family members and at Dawes Middle School for 75 students and
family members. In addition, staff presented information about bicycle safety on
KLKN’s Midday Form. Discussion was about safety habits that motorists and bicyclists
need to practice since they are sharing the road.

Injury Prevention
-

International Walk to School 2014 was conducted at Kahoa Elementary School on
October 7th and 8th. Six hundred fifth grade students participated in four interactive and
educational stations addressing crosswalk safety and physical activity. Stations included:
being safe around high profile vehicles (FedEx and a LPS school bus); a Safer Journeys
computer game exercise on choosing safe routes and pedestrian safety behaviors; safely
navigating a marked and signed crosswalk; and how to incorporate physical activity into
a daily routine, including walking and biking to school. The school assembly/celebration
featured Joe Skare from B107.3 radio as the emcee; City Councilman, Doug Emery; LPS
Superintendent, Dr. Steve Joel, and all 600 enthusiastic, cheering students.

Tobacco Prevention
-

Staff coordinated a tobacco compliance check with the Lincoln Police Department and
four youth volunteers. There were no sales out of 44 attempts to purchase at tobacco
retail establishments. Year-to-date, there have been 14 sales to minors out of 215
attempts to purchase for a 93.5% compliance rate among retailers.

Department Report – September, 2014

INFORMATION & FISCAL MANAGEMENT
-

Dentrix (electronic dental record software) was successfully updated to the current
version.

-

Division Manager and staff attended demonstrations of document management software
to evaluate usefulness.

-

The City HIPAA Risk Analysis and Management Team met. For the next four months,
the Division Manager will be coordinating HIPAA Risk Analysis for City agencies. The
Risk Analysis will begin in late November or early December.

Memorandum
Date: g
To: g
From: g

November 4, 2014
City Clerk
Amy Hana Huffman, Planning Dept.

Re: g

Administrative Approvals

cc: g

Mayor Chris Beutler, Planning Commission, Jean Preister

This is a list of the administrative approvals by the Planning Director from October 28,
2014, through November 3, 2014:
Administrative Amendment No. 14078, to Pre-Existing Use Permit No. 24A, Parker’s
Smokehouse, approved by the Planning Director on October 31, 2014, requested by
Architectural Design Associates, to increase the allowable floor area to 6,300 square feet,
on property generally located at S. 84th Street and O Street
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November 6, 2014

SIDEWALK REPAIR ADVISORY
Priority Sidewalk Repair - Various Locations Project #702624C
The City of Lincoln has awarded a contract for sidewalk repair at various locations in the southwest and
northwest portions of the City. This contract includes sidewalk repair adjacent to your property. The contract
for this work has been awarded to R & C Construction of Lincoln, Nebraska.
The contractor is expected to be working in association with this contract through mid to late November. The
repair work will involve removal and replacement of marked sections of sidewalk. There will be some
inconvenience to residents in this area as sidewalk sections are removed and replaced and sidewalk locations
are closed and barricaded to complete this work. Driveways may also be closed for short durations to
complete work on sidewalk through the drive.
If you have special needs or know of a neighbor that does, please contact us as soon as possible so we can
work with you.
We request the patience and cooperation of residents in this area as the contractor progresses with this work.
If you have a sprinkler system, it is advisable that you mark the location of the sprinkler lines and heads. It is
the City’s policy that sprinkler systems are a private improvement located in the public right-of-way. The
Public Works and Utilities Department will not accept responsibility for repair of sprinkler systems which are
located adjacent to the sidewalk.
This project is funded with funds allocated through Certificates of Participation issued by the Lincoln City
Council. The Public Works and Utilities Department will administer this contract. Speece Lewis Engineers
will provide project management and inspection as the contractor progresses with the sidewalk repair work.
If you have questions, please contact one of the people listed below. You may also contact the Sidewalk Office
at 402-441-7541 with any questions regarding the sidewalk repair program.
Please contact either the R & C Construction Project Superintendent or the Speece Lewis Engineer’s Project
Manager with concerns or to address problems during construction.
Project Manager
Greg Hutmacher, PE
Speece Lewis Engineers
(402) 770-7119
702624C Adv HBK tdq.wpd

Project Superintendent
Rene Solc
R & C Construction
(402) 432-2145

Project Manager
Harry Kroos
Public Works
(402) 429-4872

