IN LIEU OF
DIRECTORS’ MEETING
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2013

I.

CITY CLERK

II.

MAYOR
1. Fiscal Impact Statement. Department: Police/Garage.
2. Fiscal Impact Statement. Department: Lincoln Fire & Rescue/Emergency Services.
3. NEWS RELEASE. Take steps now to prevent frozen pipes.
4. NEWS RELEASE. Residents urged to sign up now for “Snow Angels” program.
5. Administrative Regulation, #9. Use of Vehicles by City Employees.
6. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler will hold a news conference Thursday, November 21,
10:00 a.m., 555 S. 10th Street, to discuss the final report on the Taking Charge citizen
participation and the City’s response.
7. NEWS RELEASE. Taking Charge participants want increased funding for street and sidewalk
repair.

III.

DIRECTORS CORRESPONDENCE
FINANCE/BUDGET
1. November sales tax reports reflecting September activity.
a) Actual Compared to Projected Sales Tax Collections;
b) Gross Sales Tax Collections (With Refunds Added Back In) 2009-1010 through 2013-2014;
c) Sales Tax Refunds 2009-2010 through 2013-2014; and
d) Net Sales Tax Collections 2009-2010 through 2013-2014.
PLANNING DEPARTMENT
1. Administrative Amendment No. 13068 approved by the Planning Director on November 12,
2013.

IV.

COUNCIL MEMBERS

V.

CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS
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PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES DEPARTMENT
Lincoln Water System, 2021 N. 27th Street, Lincoln, NE 68503, 402-441-7571
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: November 20, 2013
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Steve Owen, Lincoln Water System, 402-441-5925

TAKE STEPS NOW TO PREVENT FROZEN PIPES
With the arrival of cold temperatures, the Lincoln Water System (LWS) reminds property owners
to take steps to protect pipes from freezing. LWS officials say the most common problems are
associated with irrigation systems that have not been properly winterized. The pipe or backflow
device can freeze and break causing costly damage and high water bills. Other locations where
pipes can freeze are along exterior walls, in poorly insulated structures and in unheated
basements, crawl spaces, attached garages and cabinets.
LWS recommends property owners take the following precautions:
•
Properly drain and winterize lawn irrigation systems.
•
Remove hoses from exterior faucets. Most newer homes have freeze-proof faucets which
drain water when the hose is removed. Older homes may have a valve inside the home
that needs to be shut off.
•
Make sure that all areas with plumbing are heated. Space heaters should only be used
according to manufacturer instructions and only when supervised.
•
If pipes are concealed in accessible spaces near exterior walls, open cabinet doors to
allow warmer air to reach the pipes.
•
Heat tape should be installed according to manufacturer instructions or by a licensed
plumber.
•
Running a small amount of water from a kitchen or bathroom faucet for short intervals
will usually keep pipes from freezing. About one cup of water every minute is
recommended.
•
Locate shut-off valves so that water can be shut off immediately if there is a leak or break
in the plumbing system. The valves are usually near the water meter.
If your pipes do freeze, LWS recommends that property owners contact a licensed plumber who
can locate the problem and safely unthaw and repair any broken pipes. Never use a flame or high
heat device to unthaw pipes as this may damage piping or cause a fire.
More information on LWS is available at lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: water).
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PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES DEPARTMENT
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 402-441-7548
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: November 20, 2013
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 402-441-7831
Scott Opfer, Street and Traffic Operations, 402-525-5619

RESIDENTS URGED TO SIGN UP NOW
FOR “SNOW ANGELS” PROGRAM
With winter weather on its way, the Public Works and Utilities Department reminds residents
that volunteers are needed to shovel snow for those who are unable to clear their sidewalks and
driveways. The Public Works and Utilities Department’s Snow Angels program links volunteers
willing to shovel snow with residents who need the service. Individuals or organization wishing
to volunteer for snow removal as part of the program may sign up online at lincoln.ne.gov
(keyword: snow).
In addition to 51 individuals and one business, three churches have signed up to participate – St.
Luke United Methodist Church, South Gate United Methodist Church and Crossbridge Christian
Church. Scott Opfer, Street and Traffic Operations Manager, urged individuals and
organizations to sign up before it snows so the service is available when it is needed. He said the
program helped with snow removal at about 500 locations across the City, and many requested
assistance due to health problems.
Those who need the help can find volunteers near their home online or by calling the Snow
Center 402-441-7644 during regular business hours. Due to limited staffing, those needing
assistance are asked to wait until after it has snowed to call the Snow Center for assistance.
Aging Partners has a separate snow removal program for low-income seniors who live in their
homes, have no family or neighbors who can help with snow removal, and are physically unable
to do snow removal for themselves. To determine if a senior is eligible, call Aging Partners
Handyman Program at 402-441-7030 or 7031.
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 402-441-7511
DATE: November 20, 2013
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 402-441-7831

Mayor Beutler will discuss the final report on the Taking Charge citizen
participation effort and the City’s response to the public input at a news
conference at 10 a.m. Thursday, November 21 in the Mayor’s Conference
Room, County-City Building, 555 S. 10th Street.

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 402-441-7511
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: November 21, 2013
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 402-441-7831
Lisa PytlikZillig, Public Policy Center, 402-472-5678

TAKING CHARGE PARTICIPANTS WANT
INCREASED FUNDING FOR STREET AND SIDEWALK REPAIR
Mayor to announce action plan next week
Lincoln residents participating in the City’s October Community Conversation on budget issues
said the City should increase funding for street and sidewalk repair, but not at the expense of
other City services. The October 19th discussion was part of the Taking Charge public
engagement process that also included an online survey.
“Citizens want City Hall to take care of what we already have,” Mayor Beutler said. “They
demonstrated a clear preference for fixing the streets they drive every day. They want an end to
the potholes that create wear and tear on vehicles. They want the neighborhood sidewalks to be
safe, smooth routes for students walking to school, neighbors taking an evening stroll or people
going to work, rather than barriers to movement.”
The findings of the Community Conversation are part of the Taking Charge final report issued
today. The City has partnered with the University of Nebraska Public Policy Center on the
Taking Charge process since 2008. This year’s efforts focused on a strategic plan of action.
More than 1,100 people participating in an online survey this summer identified Safety and
Security and Efficient Transportation as the top two outcomes. About 100 people participating in
the Community Conversation focused on a strategic spending plan in those two areas.
Beutler said the discussion participants understand the importance of new roads and the South
Beltway to promote economic development and ease congestion. But when it comes to
budgeting with limited resources, rehabilitation of existing roads is the highest priority. And
none of the discussion groups recommended general fund cuts to fund roads.
“They do not want parks, pools, libraries and aging services to be cut in order to put more money
into roads,” he said. “They appreciate what these amenities do for their families and their role in
attracting people to our community. Strategic planning that pits roads against other services will
split the community and run counter to the consensus we hope to achieve from this effort.”
In the area of Safety and Security, online participants focused on keeping the crime rate low, but
the discussion groups were more concerned with the eroding emergency response rate to the
edges of the City.
- more -

Taking Charge
November 21, 2013
Page Two

“When presented with performance indicators for both crime rates and emergency response,
participants told us that bringing more addresses into the five-minute response range had to be
the City’s top public safety priority,” Beutler said. “They see the fire station relocation plan as a
crucial component to the strategic planning that will emerge from these sessions.”
The Mayor said he would announce next week the first steps to focus on the challenges identified
by citizens, followed by a comprehensive plan next spring.
“The challenges associated with infrastructure require a comprehensive, long-term strategy,”
Beutler said. “Keeping families safe and secure demands a similar outlook. I want to take the
time to develop a long-term plan that meets these challenges within the parameters set by the
community during this process.”
Survey results and more information on the Taking Charge process are available at
lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: taking charge). More information on the University of Nebraska
Public Policy Center is available at ppc.nebraska.edu.
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Memorandum
Date:

g

November 19, 2013

To:

g

City Clerk

From:

g

Teresa McKinstry, Planning Dept.

Re:

g

Administrative Approvals

cc:

g

Jean Preister

This is a list of the administrative approvals by the Planning Director from November 12, 2013
through November 18, 2013:
Administrative Amendment No. 13068 to Final Plat No. 99020, approved by the Planning
Director on November 12, 2013, requested by University of Nebraska Foundation, to extend
the time for two years to install sidewalks for University of Nebraska Technology Park 1st
Addition. The improvements shall be completed by October 30, 2015. Property is generally
located at NW. 1st St. and Highland Blvd.

City/County Planning Department
555 S. 10th Street, Ste. 213 • Lincoln NE 68508
(402) 441-7491

DIRECTORS’ AGENDA
ADDENDUM
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2013

I.

CITY CLERK

II.

MAYOR & DIRECTORS’ CORRESPONDENCE
MAYOR
1. NEWS RELEASE. Prepare now for winter weather.
2. NEWS RELEASE. Comment period offered for improvements at Coddington and West
VanDorn.
3. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler’s public schedule for the week of November 23, 2013
through November 29, 2013.
4. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler will hold a news conference Monday, November 25th, 9:30
a.m., at the County-City Building, 555 S. 10th Street, to announce an initial plan for funding
sidewalk and street repair.
5. NEWS ADVISORY. The Mayor’s news conference scheduled for today (see above, #4) is
rescheduled for Tuesday, November 26th, 10:00 a.m. at the County-City Building, 555 S. 10th
Street.
6. NEWS RELEASE. Separation of grass and leaves ends December 1.

III.

DIRECTORS
FINANCE/TREASURER
1. Monthly City Cash Report. City cash at the close of business on October 31, 2013.

IV.

COUNCIL MEMBERS

V.

CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS
1. InterLinc correspondence from Ann Chalupa with comments of having her car vandalized
while parked in a city parking garage. (Sent to Parking Services)
a) Explanation from Wayne Mixdorf, Parking Manager, to Ann Chalupa on her reference to
receiving a violation notice.
2. Roy Hereth’s comments on the proposed water district for SW 6th Street. (Public Hearing on
November 25th)
3. Letter from Elaine Egner in support of the proposed water district for SW 6th Street.
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PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES DEPARTMENT
Street and Traffic Operations, 949 West Bond, Lincoln, NE 68503, 402-441-68521
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: November 21, 2013
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Scott Opfer, Street and Traffic Operations Mgr., 402-525-5619

PREPARE NOW FOR WINTER WEATHER
The Public Works and Utilities Department encourages residents to be prepared for winter
weather by reviewing the City snow operations information available at lincoln.ne.gov (keyword:
snow). For City crews to clear streets effectively and efficiently, community cooperation is
required. Residents are discouraged from parking on the street during any snow storm and are
encouraged to plan ahead for alternative off-street parking.
The Mayor may declare three types of parking bans:
•

SNOW EMERGENCY: Parking may be banned on both sides of emergency snow
routes, arterial streets and City bus routes. These routes must remain open for emergency
vehicles. Along non-arterial streets, bus routes are marked with signs.

•

SNOW REMOVAL DISTRICTS: When a snow emergency is declared, the Mayor may
prohibit parking on both sides of the street in areas designated as snow removal districts.
In these areas, the snow is plowed into windrows, loaded into trucks and hauled out of the
area. Typically, snow removal occurs between midnight and 8 a.m. The districts include
streets in the following areas: Downtown, University Place, Havelock, Bethany, College
View, 11th and “G”, 17th and Washington, 25th and Sumner.

•

RESIDENTIAL: A residential parking ban applies to streets that are not emergency snow
routes, arterials or bus routes or included in a snow removal district. Parking is first
banned on the even-numbered (north and east) side of the street. Once the Mayor has
terminated that ban, parking will be banned on the odd-numbered (south and west) side of
the street, and parking is again permitted on the even side.

All bans remain in effect until terminated by the Mayor. Vehicles parked illegally during parking
bans are subject to fines, towing and storage costs at the owners’ expense. Vehicles parked in a
way that does not allow emergency vehicles to pass may be ticked for obstructing a public street.
The 2013-14 snow removal budget is about $3.7 million, a 4.5 percent increase over the previous
year. This includes a $528,000 fund balance, $1,133,261 from the Street Construction Fund, and
$2,045,114 from the General Fund.
- more -

City Snow Operations

November 21, 2013
Page Two

Residents also are asked to stay informed on the status of snow operations. The City uses the
following methods to inform the public:
•
Local news media sources
•
The City website - lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: snow)
•
RSS feeds - sign up at lincoln.ne.gov
•
Twitter - sign up at twitter.com/lincolnsnow. You do not need a Twitter account to
receive SMS alerts - text “follow lincolnsnow” to 40404 (standard text messaging rates
apply).
•
Time Warner Cable government access channels 5 and 10 and educational access channel
80.
City ordinance requires property owners to clear snow and ice from sidewalks by 9 a.m. the day
following the end of the snow storm. Sidewalks must be kept clear of snow and ice during the
day. The entire width of the walk must be cleared, along with any adjoining wheelchair ramps or
curb cuts. It is illegal to push or blow snow into or on any street, alley or sidewalk. Violators are
subject to a fine. Residents are encouraged to clear snow from fire hydrants.
Residents are also asked to keep the following contact information handy:
•
Street Condition Emergencies - 402-441-7701
•
Snow Center (parking bans/snow removal operations) - 402-441-7644
•
Non-Emergencies/Potholes - 402-441-7646
•
City Website - lincoln.ne.gov (Click on “City Service Request” to report potholes, ice on
streets, curb/gutter repair, snow being pushed into the street and other problems.)
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PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES DEPARTMENT
Engineering Services, 901 West Bond, Lincoln, NE 68521, 402-441-7711
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: November 22, 2013
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Craig Aldridge, Engineering Services, 402-416-5349
Stephanie Rittershaus, Alfred Benesch & Co., 402-479-2200

COMMENT PERIOD OFFERED FOR IMPROVEMENTS
AT CODDINGTON AND WEST VAN DORN
The City is offering the public a 30-day comment period to respond to changes in the
construction plans for the intersection of Coddington and West Van Dorn. The traffic safety and
improvement project includes the installation of a single-lane roundabout.
When the project was explained to the public in May of 2012, the intent was to phase
construction so that Van Dorn could remain open at all times. As the design process continued,
it was determined that it will be necessary to close the east and west legs of the intersection for
separate periods of up to 14 days. The plan to close Coddington Avenue during construction has
not changed. Access to adjacent businesses and residences will be maintained at all times.
Because of the change, residents will be able to comment further on the project from November
25 through December 24 through mail or e-mail to the following addresses:
•
Craig Aldridge, City Public Works and Utilities Department, caldridge@lincoln.ne.gov or
901 W. Bond St., Lincoln, NE 68521
•
Stephanie Rittershaus Alfred Benesch & Company, srittershaus@benesch.com or 825 “J”
St., Lincoln, NE 68508
Since the public meeting in May of 2012, the City and its contractor, Alfred Benesch &
Company, have been completing required environmental documents and advancing the design
plans. Once the environmental documents are approved, right-of-way acquisition will begin. At
this time, construction of this project is expected to begin in the spring of 2015.
Additional project information can be found at saferwestvandorn.com.
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Date: November 22, 2013
Contact: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 402-441-7831

Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule
Week of November 23 through 29, 2013
Schedule subject to change

Saturday, November 23
•
Distribute food at “Giving Thanksgiving” event - 1 p.m., Center for People in Need,
3901 N. 27th St.
Monday, November 25
•
News conference, topic to be announced - 9:30 a.m., room 303, County-City Building,
555 S. 10th St.
Tuesday, November 26
•
Corrections Joint Public Agency meeting - 9 a.m., room 113, County-City Building
•
KFOR - 12:30 p.m. (previously recorded)
Thursday, November 28 and Friday, November 29
CITY OFFICES CLOSED - THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 402-441-7511
DATE: November 22, 2013
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 402-441-7831

Mayor Beutler will announce an initial plan for funding sidewalk and street repair
at a news conference at 9:30 a.m. Monday, November 25 in Room 303, CountyCity Building, 555 S. 10th Street.

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 402-441-7511
DATE: November 25, 2013
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 402-441-7831

The Mayor’s news conference scheduled for 9:30 a.m. today has been rescheduled for 10 a.m. Tuesday, November 26 in Room 303, County-City
Building, 555 S. 10th Street. Mayor Beutler will announce an initial plan for
funding sidewalk and street repair.

PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES DEPARTMENT
Recycling Office, 2400 Theresa Street, Lincoln, NE 68521, 402-441-7043
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: November 25, 2013
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Gene Hanlon, Recycling Coordinator, 402-441-7043

SEPARATION OF GRASS AND LEAVES ENDS DECEMBER 1
Beginning Sunday, December 1, Lincoln and Lancaster County residents will no longer be
required to separate grass and leaves from their household trash.
The Nebraska Integrated Solid Waste Management Act requires that grass and leaves be
separated from household trash from April 1 through November 30 of each year. During these
months, the grass and leaves are diverted to the City’s compost facility, and local waste haulers
charge a separate fee for the yard waste collection.
Residents can place their grass and leaves with their household trash from December 1 through
March 31, however additional fees may be charged for their regular waste collection based on the
volume and weight of the leaves and grass collected.
More information on the City’s recycling program is available at recycle.lincoln.ne.gov.
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Mary M. Meyer
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

WebForm [none@lincoln.ne.gov]
Saturday, November 23, 2013 8:27 AM
Council Packet
InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council
Name:
Address:
City:

Ann Chalupa
4931 S 73 St
Lincoln, NE 68516

Phone:
Fax:
Email:

annchslupa@gmail.com

Comment or Question:
Friday, Nov. 22, 2013, my car was vandalized by a city employee.
I pay monthly to park in one of the city parking garages downtown. Friday, on my third trip
up the ramp, I finally found a spot between two cars. All was well and I went to work. When I
returned to my car at 5 p.m. I was stunned to find paper GLUED to my car! Apparently someone
up the row hadn't parked properly the rest of us didn't get lined up between the lines. There
was no common courteous call to tell me there was a problem with my car--only this notice
GLUED to my car! There was absolutely no reason to glue anything to my car! I can't get the
glue off without risking window breakage or the cleaner freezing to the car! This is
vandalism and totally uncalled for and unacceptable! If I had been notified of the problem, I
would have moved the car! The notice could have been placed under the windshield wipers!
Isn't that how the police do violation notices? Please stop this practise of gluing notice to
cars!

1

Mary M. Meyer
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Wayne B. Mixdorf
Monday, November 25, 2013 11:56 AM
'annchalupa@gmail.com'
Council Packet
parking violationwarning notice

Ms. Chalupa:
Your recent email concerning a parking violation warning notice applied to the window of your vehicle was
forwarded to me this morning. I apologize for any inconvenience that this warning notice may have caused you.
My research into the issue indicated that a standard “Parking Violation Warning Notice” (number 8817) was
issued for your vehicle and applied to the window.
You are correct that situations such as this are often caused by one vehicle being parked incorrectly and causing
a “domino” effect of subsequent vehicles also being parked outside of the stall lines. This is why the garage staff
utilizes the warning notice. It is usually not possible to determine which vehicle instigated the problem so we
notify all of the vehicle owners involved. We want to ensure that the warning is not overlooked, or removed by
someone other than the owner, so it is placed in a prominent location which is generally the driver’s side
window.
The warning notice that Parking Services uses in these cases is a standard form designed for use on automotive
glass. It has two thin strips of adhesive that allows the notice to adhere to the glass surface. It does not require
any additional glue for this purpose. If it was any other type of notice that was placed on your vehicle, please
notify Parking Services and we will investigate the matter to determine who may have done so.
It was never the intention of Parking Services staff to cause you to feel singled out as a parking violator or to
cause any inconvenience in any way. The intention was simply to notify the owners of the vehicles of the
parking problem resulting from the actions of one or two individuals. Again, I apologize for any inconvenience
you may have experienced.
Regards,
Wayne Mixdorf, CAPP
Parking Manager
City of Lincoln | Parking Services Divison
850 “Q” Street
Lincoln, NE 68508
402-441-6097
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Mary M. Meyer
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Roy Hereth [rhereth@neb.rr.com]
Sunday, November 24, 2013 3:32 PM
Council Packet
FW: Proposed Water District for SW 6th Street

From: Roy Hereth [mailto:rhereth@neb.rr.com]
Sent: Sunday, November 24, 2013 3:30 PM
To: 'council@lincoln.ne.govl'
Cc: 'khumphrey@lincoln.ne.gov'
Subject: Proposed Water District for SW 6th Street
My name is Roy Hereth. My wife and I own two properties on the south end of SW 6th Street south of Prospector Court
that is in the proposed special assessment district. 3117 SW 6th is our residence where we have lived for 37 years and
3116 was previously my in-laws residence and is now our rental property. The water from the wells on our properties
have continuously tested good for drinking with no odor and very low nitrate levels. Talking with neighbors leads me to
believe the water at our end of the street is an exception to the norm. The wells are over fifty five years old and ours
like several in the area is off the basement or below grade which does not meet current city codes and therefore has not
even been inspected after the initial city inspection. Wells that are below grade can be susceptible to sewer backup or
flooding that may contaminate a lot of the ground water. Our concerns and therefore the reasons we are in favor of the
proposed water district is that both our wells are aged to the point where the original cast iron casings are deteriorating
and may contaminate the water at any time. We may not be aware of contamination for six months or until the next
test date. We would need to have a new well drilled without the guarantee of producing drinkable water due to
contamination. 3108 SW 6th that is located on the north side of our rental property has had two wells drilled in the last
five years and have had problems with contaminated water. Many of the wells in our area do not meet the standards
for drinking water most residents of Lincoln take for granted. We would like to have a water district created so we
would at least have the choice to connect to Lincoln water since we are residents of Lincoln.
Thank you for your consideration
Roy Hereth
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