DIRECTORS’ MEETING
MONDAY, MARCH 11, 2013
555 S. 10TH STREET, ROOM 113
2:00 P.M.

I.

CITY CLERK

II.

MAYOR & DIRECTORS CORRESPONDENCE
MAYOR
1. NEWS RELEASE. Storytimes to focus on vision care at the Lincoln City Libraries.
2. NEWS RELEASE. New parking meter installation to begin Wednesday, March 7, 2013.
3. NEWS RELEASE. Check out Teen Tech Week @ Libraries.
WEST HAYMARKET JOINT PUBLIC AGENCY
1. The West Haymarket Joint Public Agency originally scheduled to meet in room 303 of the
County-City Building will now be held in Council Chamber on March 7th, 3:00 p.m.

III.

DIRECTORS
FINANCE
1. Correspondence pertaining to the City of Lincoln Comprehensive Annual Financial Report.
a) Memo from Steve Hubka, Finance Director, regarding the City of Lincoln Comprehensive
Annual Financial Report;
b) Auditor BKD’s letter to Mayor Beutler and the Lincoln City Council; and
c) Comprehensive Annual Financial Report for the fiscal year ended August 31, 2012 on file
in the City Council office.
HEALTH DEPARTMENT
1. NEWS RELEASE. Appointments available for household hazardous waste collection.
PLANNING COMMISSION
1. Action by the Planning Commission on March 6, 2013.
2. Planning Commission Final Action of March 6, 2013.
PLANNING DEPARTMENT
1. Administrative approvals by the Planning Director from February 26, 2013 through March 4,
2013.
URBAN DEVELOPMENT
1. Memo from David Landis, Urban Development Director, regarding the West Haymarket P
Street and Canopy Street Redevelopment.

IV.

COUNCIL MEMBERS

V.

CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS
1. Letter from the Board of Directors of the American Institute of Architects, Lincoln Chapter,
expressing concern of design review procedures on Project Oscar
F:\FILES\CITYCOUN\Directors Meetings\2013\March\da031113.wpd

LINCOLN CITY LIBRARIES
136 S. 14th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 402-441-8500
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: March 4, 2013
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Vicki Wood, Lincoln City Libraries, 402-441-8565

STORYTIMES TO FOCUS ON VISION CARE
Lincoln City Libraries is observing Save Your Vision Month with preschool storytimes focusing
on eyes and how to care for them. Staff from Ameritas Group Division will also be on hand to
provide information to parents about vision care.
These special storytimes are scheduled for 10:30 a.m. on the following dates:
•
Tuesday, March 19, Anderson Branch Library, 3635 Touzalin Avenue
•
Thursday, March 21, Gere Branch Library, 2400 S. 56th Street
•
Tuesday, March 26, Gere Branch Library
•
Wednesday, March 27, Anderson Branch Library
For more information about Lincoln City Libraries and library events, visit lincolnlibraries.org.
Or call 402-441-8500.
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URBAN DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
Parking Services, 850 “Q” Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 402-441-7275
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: March 5, 2013
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Scott Vrbka, Parking Services, 402-441-4623

NEW PARKING METER INSTALLATION TO BEGIN WEDNESDAY
The City will begin installing 1,400 new “smart” parking meters downtown Wednesday,
March 6. Duncan Parking Solutions and three teams from Republic Parking will install the
meters, and they hope to have the project completed by Monday, March 11.
Duncan Parking Solutions arrived in Lincoln February 19 and has been programming the meters
for each location and testing their use for credit cards and coins. Duncan Solutions also had to
replace and install new retainer plates in order for the new meter mechanisms to fit in the meter
housing. The new meters will be solar-powered and programmable and will accept credit, debit
and pre-paid parking cards and dollar coins in addition to dimes and quarters.
The City maintains about 2,300 parking meters downtown. The new meters will be installed
generally in the area bounded by 7th, 16th, “M” and “R” streets. New meters also will be
installed in the Haymarket lot north of “O” street and on 14th and “W” streets on the UNL
campus. Some of the meters will be multi-space meters.
Beginning Monday, March 11, the hourly rate at all downtown meters will increase from 50 cents
to $1, the first meter rate increase since 1995. After the rate change, City-owned parking garages
will be the cheapest downtown parking option.
The new Liberty brand meters from Duncan Solutions cost about $500 each and another $6,000
for management and training. The expense is covered through the City parking fund, and no
General Fund tax dollars are being used. The City Council approved the new meters and the rate
increase as part of the budget process.
For more information on downtown parking, call Parking Services at 402-441- PARK (7275) or
visit parkandgo.org.
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MEDIA NOTE: If you would like to cover the meter installation,
contact Scott Vrbka, Interim City Parking Manager, at 402-441-4623
or Tony Bisesi, Republic Parking General Manager, at 402-441-4613.

LINCOLN CITY LIBRARIES
136 S. 14th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 402-441-8500
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: March 7, 2013
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Vicki Wood, Lincoln City Libraries, 402-441-8565

CHECK OUT TEEN TECH WEEK @ LIBRARIES
Lincoln City Libraries is observing Teen Tech Week March 10 through 16 to showcase the wide
variety of outstanding technology the libraries have to offer teens. Services include online
homework help, e-books, audio books, databases and more. Teens visiting four or more times
during the week will be entered into a drawing to win an iTunes gift card.
The Pew Internet and American Life project found that 93 percent of teens go online to use social
networking sites, find news and information, share content they create and look for health
information.
“Teens need to know that the library is a trusted resource for accessing information,” said Library
Director Pat Leach. “Librarians are the experts who can help them develop the skills they need
to use electronic resources effectively and efficiently.”
Teen Tech Week, a national initiative sponsored by the Young Adult Library Services
Association, is aimed at teens, parents, educators and other concerned adults. The purpose of the
initiative is to ensure that teens are competent and ethical users of technologies, especially those
that are offered through libraries such as DVDs, databases, audio books, and video games.
More information about Teen Tech Week and related activities is available at lincolnlibraries.org.
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Mary M. Meyer
From:
Subject:

Council Packet
West Haymarket JPA March 7 meeting room location change

The West Haymarket Joint Public Agency (JPA) public meeting at 3 p.m. Thursday, March 7, originally scheduled to be in
room 303 of the County-City Building, will now be held in Council Chambers, first floor, County-City Building.
David Norris
Citizen Information Center
City of Lincoln
(402) 441-7547
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Mary M. Meyer
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Janice L. Folkner
Tuesday, March 05, 2013 8:49 AM
Council Packet
Steve D. Hubka; Peggy Tharnish; Jane L. Tillman
City of Lincoln Comprehensive Annual Financial Report
Memo for Council Packet - CAFR 2012.pdf; 2012 CAFR CITY OF LINCOLN,NE.pdf; 2012
City Audit Communication Letter.pdf

Please see attached documents in regards to the City of Lincoln Comprehensive Annual Financial Report.
Thank you.

Janice Folkner
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY TO DIRECTOR |FINANCE ADMINISTRATION | 555 S. 10TH ST| LINCOLN, NE 68508
P 402-441-7411 | F 402-441-8325 | jfolkner@lincoln.ne.gov
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City of Lincoln

Memo
To:

Members of the City Council

From:

Steve Hubka, Finance Department

Date:

3/5/2013

Re:

City of Lincoln Comprehensive Annual Financial Report

Attached to this memo are the following items:
 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report for the year ended August 31, 2012
 Single Audit Report on the Expenditure of Federal Funds
 Auditor’s Letter to the Mayor and City Council
If you have questions about this information, please let me know.
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The Honorable Mayor, Members of
the Audit Committee and Management
City of Lincoln, Nebraska

As part of our audit of the financial statements and compliance of the City of Lincoln, Nebraska (City) as
of and for the year ended August 31, 2012 and our audits of the financial statements of the City of
Lincoln, Nebraska Solid Waste Management Fund (Solid Waste), Community Health Permanent
Endowment Fund (CHE), Emergency Medical Services Fund (EMS), and Lincoln Parking System
(Parking), we wish to communicate the following to you.
AUDIT SCOPE AND RESULTS
Auditor’s Responsibility Under Auditing Standards Generally Accepted in the United States of
America and the Standards Applicable to Financial Audits Contained in Government Auditing
Standards Issued by the Comptroller General of the United States and U.S. Office of Management
and Budget (OMB) Circular A-133, Audits of States, Local Governments, and Nonprofit
Organizations
An audit performed in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of
America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards
issued by the Comptroller General of the United States and U.S. Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) Circular A-133, Audits of States, Local Governments, and Nonprofit Organizations is designed to
obtain reasonable, rather than absolute, assurance about the financial statements and about whether
noncompliance with the types of compliance requirements described in OMB Circular A-133 that could
have a direct and material effect on a major federal program occurred. In performing auditing procedures,
we establish scopes of audit tests in relation to the financial statements taken as a whole. Our engagement
does not include a detailed audit of every transaction. The 2012 audits of the financial statements and
compliance of the City were performed in accordance with the standards described in this paragraph. Our
engagement letter more specifically describes our responsibilities.
An audit performed in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of
America is designed to obtain reasonable, rather than absolute, assurance about the financial statements.
In performing auditing procedures, we establish scopes of audit tests in relation to the financial statements
taken as a whole. Our engagement does not include a detailed audit of every transaction. The 2012
audits of Solid Waste, CHE, EMS and Parking were performed in accordance with the standards
described in this paragraph. Our engagement letter more specifically describes our responsibilities.
These standards require communication of significant matters related to the financial statement and
compliance audits that are relevant to the responsibilities of those charged with governance in overseeing
the financial reporting process. Such matters are communicated in the remainder of this letter or have
previously been communicated during other phases of the audit. The standards do not require the auditor
to design procedures for the purpose of identifying other matters to be communicated with those charged
with governance.

Audits of the financial statements and compliance do not relieve management or those charged with
governance of their responsibilities.
Our engagement letter more specifically describes your
responsibilities.
Qualitative Aspects of Significant Accounting Policies and Practices
Significant Accounting Policies
The City’s significant accounting policies are described in Note 1 of the Comprehensive Annual Financial
Report (CAFR). The significant accounting policies of Solid Waste, CHE, EMS and Parking are
described in Note 1 of the respective audited financial statements. The following accounting policies and
practices are of significant importance to the City’s financial statements:
•
•

Fund accounting and the reconciliation of the governmental fund and government wide
financial statements
Determination of potential component units, including the inclusion of the West
Haymarket Joint Public Agency in the City’s CAFR

Alternative Accounting Treatments
No matters are reportable
Management Judgments and Accounting Estimates
Accounting estimates are an integral part of financial statement preparation by management, based on its
judgments. The following areas involve significant areas of such estimates for which we are prepared to
discuss management’s estimation process and our procedures for testing the reasonableness of those
estimates:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Accrued closure/post-closure care costs – Solid Waste
Allowance for uncollectible accounts – City, Solid Waste and EMS
Net ambulance services revenue – EMS
Other post-employment benefits (OPEB) – all reports
Valuation of investments – City and CHE
Determination of Investment in Joint Venture balance – City
Unearned revenue - Parking

Financial Statement Disclosures
The following areas involve particularly sensitive financial statement disclosures for which we are
prepared to discuss the issues involved and related judgments made in formulating those disclosures:
•
•
•

Fund balance classifications (GASB 54) – City
Commitments and contingencies – City
Subsequent events – City and Parking
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Audit Adjustments
During the course of any audit, an auditor may propose adjustments to financial statement amounts.
Management evaluates our proposals and records those adjustments which, in its judgment, are required
to prevent the financial statements from being materially misstated. Areas in which adjustments were
proposed and recorded include:
•
•

Investment advisory fees payable and investment income – CHE
Inventory - EMS

Auditor’s Judgments About the Quality of the City’s Accounting Principles
No matters are reportable
Disagreements with Management
No matters are reportable
Difficulties Encountered in Performing the Audit
No matters are reportable
Other Material Written Communications
Listed below are other material written communications between management and us related to the audit:
•
•

Management representation letter (attached)
Communication letter to the Board of Trustees – CHE

OTHER MATTERS
We observed the following matters and offer these comments and suggestions with respect to matters
which came to our attention during the course of the audit of the financial statements. Our audit
procedures are designed primarily to enable us to form an opinion on the financial statements and,
therefore, may not bring to light all weaknesses in policies and procedures that may exist. However, these
matters are offered as constructive suggestions for the consideration of management as part of the
ongoing process of modifying and improving financial and administrative practices and procedures. We
can discuss these matters further at your convenience and may provide implementation assistance for
changes or improvements if you require.

Documentation of Standard Accounting Procedures
During our testing at various City departments, we noted that not all departments maintain documentation
of their standard accounting policies and procedures. We recommend each department maintain formal
documentation of such procedures in the event of an unexpected absence of the primary individual
performing the procedures.
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Restrictive Endorsement of Checks Received
The City’s internal policies and procedures suggest that checks received at all City departments be
restrictively endorsed at the time of receipt to strengthen internal controls over cash inflows. During our
internal control walkthrough testing, we identified several checks which did not include this restrictive
endorsement. We suggest management emphasize to all City departments the importance of restrictively
endorsing checks received and adhering to all other policies and procedures.
New Accounting and Auditing Standards
Statement on Auditing Standards No. 122, Clarification and Recodification
In October 2011, the AICPA released Statement on Auditing Standards No. 122, Clarification and
Recodification, commonly known as the Clarity Standards. The Clarity Standards will be effective for the
City’s audit for its fiscal year ending August 31, 2013. While the Clarity Standards primarily clarify
existing standards, they include one new set of requirements likely to have a significant impact on your
audit.
The Clarity Standards introduce the concept of a “group audit”. A group audit is an audit of an
organization consisting of multiple components. Components can be separate legal entities such as
subsidiaries or joint ventures, but may also include various operating segments, divisions, or departments.
The group audit performance and communication requirements are significantly more extensive than
required in the past.
Implementation of the group audit requirements may require additional audit time once they become
effective. As we evaluate our approach to applying these requirements to your audit, we will let you
know how this affects you and BKD.
Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 60
The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) has issued Statement No. 60, Accounting and
Financial Reporting for Service Concession Arrangements, to improve financial reporting by addressing
issues related to service concession arrangements (SCAs), which are a type of public-private or publicpublic partnership. As used in this Statement, an SCA is an arrangement between a transferor (a
government) and an operator (governmental or nongovernmental entity) in which (1) the transferor
conveys to an operator the right and related obligation to provide services through the use of
infrastructure or another public asset in exchange for significant consideration and (2) the operator
collects and is compensated by fees from third parties.
Statement No. 60 is effective for the City’s fiscal year ending August 31, 2013.
Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 61
The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) has issued Statement No. 61, The Financial
Reporting Entity-Omnibus – An Amendment of GASB Statements No. 14 and No. 34, to improve financial
reporting for a governmental financial reporting entity. The requirements of GASB Statements No. 14
and No. 34 were amended to better meet user needs and to address reporting entity issues that have arisen
since the issuance of those Statements.
Statement No. 61 is effective for the City’s fiscal year ending August 31, 2013.
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Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 62
The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) has issued Statement No. 62, Codification of
Accounting and Financial Reporting Guidance Contained in Pre-November 30, 1989 FASB and AICPA
Pronouncements, to incorporate into the GASB’s authoritative literature certain accounting and financial
reporting guidance that is included in pre-November 30, 1989 FASB and AICPA pronouncements, which
does not conflict with or contradict GASB pronouncements. This Statement also supersedes Statement
No 20, Accounting and Financial Reporting for Proprietary Funds and Other Governmental Entities That
Use Proprietary Fund Accounting, thereby eliminating the election provided in paragraph seven of that
Statement for enterprise funds and business-type activities to apply post-November 30, 1989, FASB
Statements and Interpretations that do not conflict with or contradict GASB pronouncements.
This statement will eliminate the need for financial statement preparers and auditors to determine which
FASB and AICPA pronouncement provisions apply to governments, thereby resulting in a more
consistent application of applicable guidance in financial statements of governmental entities.
Statement No. 62 is effective for the City’s fiscal year ending August 31, 2013.
Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 63
The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) has issued Statement No. 63, Financial
Reporting of Deferred Outflows of Resources, Deferred Inflows of Resources, and Net Position. This
Statement amends the net asset reporting requirements in GASB Statement No. 34 and other
pronouncements by incorporating deferred outflows of resources and deferred inflows of resources into
the definitions of the required components of the residual measure and by renaming that measure as net
position, rather than net assets. This Statement provides guidance for reporting net position within a
framework that includes deferred outflows of resources and deferred inflows of resources, in addition to
assets and liabilities, which was not addressed in previous accounting guidance.
Statement No. 63 is effective for the City’s fiscal year ending August 31, 2013.
Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 65
The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) has issued Statement No. 65, Items Previously
Reported as Assets and Liabilities. This Statement establishes accounting and financial reporting
standards that reclassify certain items that were previously reported as assets and liabilities as deferred
outflows or deferred inflows of resources, or as current period outflows or inflows of resources. The
requirements of this Statement will improve financial reporting by clarifying the appropriate use of
deferred outflows of resources and deferred inflows of resources to ensure consistency in financial
reporting.
Statement No. 65 is effective for the City’s fiscal year ending August 31, 2014.
Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 68
The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) has issued Statement No. 68, Accounting and
Financial Reporting for Pensions, an amendment of GASB Statement No. 27. This Statement improves
accounting and financial reporting by state and local governments for pensions, by revising certain
measurement and disclosure requirements with the intent of providing decision-useful information,
supporting assessments of accountability and interperiod equity, and enhancing transparency.
Governments with pensions need to closely evaluate the impact of this Standard, as the revisions outlined
by GASB may require many governments to recognize a much larger pension liability than is being
currently reported.
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Statement No. 68 is effective for the City’s fiscal year August 31, 2015.
Accounting Standards Currently Being Proposed by GASB
Economic Conditions Reporting: Financial Projections
The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is deliberating the issuance of a new standard
that would require governments of all types and sizes to include forward-looking information
(projections) in their financial statements to provide an assessment of fiscal sustainability. The Board has
issued Preliminary Views for this proposed standard and deliberation is expected to continue throughout
2013. We suggest the City evaluate the impact this standard may have on the financial statement
preparation and reporting process, and submit comments to GASB expressing any suggestions or
concerns.

****
This communication is intended solely for the information and use of management, the Mayor, Members
of the Audit Committee and City Council and others within the organization and is not intended to be and
should not be used by anyone other than these specified parties.

February 25, 2013
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LINCOLN-LANCASTER COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
3140 “N” St., Lincoln, NE 68510, 402-441-8000

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: March 7, 2013
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Dan King, Environmental Health Specialist, 402-441-8084

APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE FOR
HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE COLLECTION
Lincoln and Lancaster County residents can now make appointments for a household hazardous waste
collection event from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Friday, March 15. Reservations can be made by calling 402-4418021. Callers will be asked to identify the types and approximate quantity of waste they plan to bring, and
they will receive details on the location of the collection. A limited number of reservations will be accepted,
and business waste will not be accepted.
Accepted items include pesticides, paint thinners, stains, polishes and waxes, turpentine, oil-based paint,
pool cleaning chemicals, flea and tick powders, rodent poison, charcoal starter fluids, mixed or old gasoline,
items containing mercury such as thermometers, upholstery cleaners, CFLs, grease removers and brake or
power steering fluids. A complete list of accepted items is available at lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: household).
Items NOT accepted include latex paint, motor oil, gas grill cylinders, pharmaceutical waste, electronics and
batteries. For information on recycling these and other materials check the “Guide to Recycling” at
lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: recycle).
The household hazardous waste program is partially funded by the Nebraska Department of Environmental
Quality.
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*** ACTION BY PLANNING COMMISSION ***
March 6, 2013
NOTICE:

The Lincoln/Lancaster County Planning Commission will hold a public
hearing on Wednesday, March 6, 2013, at 1:00 p.m., in Hearing Room
112 on the first floor of the County-City Building, 555 S. 10th St., Lincoln,
Nebraska, on the following items. For more information, call the
Planning Department, (402) 441-7491.
The Lincoln/Lancaster County Planning Commission will meet on
Wednesday, March 6, 2013, from 12:00 noon - 12:45 p.m. in Conference
Room 113 of the County-City Building, 555 S. 10th St., Lincoln,
Nebraska, for a briefing by Planning staff on “City of Lincoln Sidewalk
and Pedestrian Way Policies”.

**PLEASE NOTE: The Planning Commission action is final action on any item
with a notation of “FINAL ACTION”. Any aggrieved person may appeal Final
Action of the Planning Commission to the City Council or County Board by
filing a Notice of Appeal with the City Clerk or County Clerk within 14 days
following the action of the Planning Commission.
The Planning Commission action on all other items is a recommendation to
the City Council or County Board.
AGENDA
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 6, 2013
[Commissioner Weber absent]
Approval of minutes of the regular meeting held February 20, 2013. **APPROVED, 7-0
(Francis abstained; Weber absent)**
1.

Page
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CONSENT AGENDA:
(Public Hearing and Administrative Action)
PERMITS:
1.1
Special Permit No. 1816C, for soil excavation, on property generally located
at NW 40th Street & W. Vine Street. *** FINAL ACTION ***
Staff recommendation: Conditional Approval
Staff Planner: Sara Hartzell, 402-441-6371, shartzell@lincoln.ne.gov
Planning Commission ‘final action’: CONDITIONAL APPROVAL, as set
forth in the staff report dated February 19, 2013, 7-0 (Weber and Scheer
absent).
Resolution No. PC-01321.

Page
15

MISCELLANEOUS:
1.2
Street & Alley Vacation No. 13002, to vacate Schmidt Drive from W. Denton
Road to S. 1st Street.
Staff recommendation: Conformance with the Comprehensive Plan
Staff Planner: Paul Barnes, 402-441-6372, pbarnes@lincoln.ne.gov
Planning Commission recommendation: A FINDING OF
CONFORMANCE WITH THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN, subject to the
provisions of Chapter 14.20 of the Lincoln Municipal Code, 7-0 (Scheer
declaring a conflict of interest; Weber absent).
Public Hearing before City Council will be scheduled when the
provisions of Chapter 14.20 have been satisfied.

2.
3.

REQUESTS FOR DEFERRAL: None.
ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA: None.

4.

PUBLIC HEARING AND ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION:

Page
21

ANNEXATION WITH RELATED ITEMS:
4.1a Annexation No. 12002, to annex approximately 25 acres, more or less,
generally located at S. 70th Street and Yankee Hill Road.
Staff recommendation: Approval
Staff Planner: Brian Will, 402-441-6362, bwill@lincoln.ne.gov
Had public hearing.
Planning Commission recommendation: APPROVAL, 7-0 (Sunderman
declaring a conflict of interest; Weber absent).
Public Hearing before City Council tentatively scheduled for Monday,
March 25, 2013, 5:30 p.m.
4.1b

Page
21

Change of Zone No. 05068C, an amendment to The Woodlands at Yankee
Hill Planned Unit Development, for a change of zone from AG Agriculture
District to R-3 Residential PUD District, for expansion of the area of the PUD
by approximately 25 acres, more or less, on property generally located at S.
70th Street and Yankee Hill Road; for a Planned Unit Development district
designation; and for approval of a revised development plan which proposes
certain modifications to the Zoning and Land Subdivision Ordinances to allow
an additional approximately 60 dwelling units in the underlying R-3 zoned
area.
Staff recommendation: Conditional Approval
Staff Planner: Brian Will, 402-441-6362, bwill@lincoln.ne.gov
Had public hearing.
Planning Commission recommendation: CONDITIONAL APPROVAL, as
set forth in the staff report dated February 20, 2013, 7-0 (Sunderman
declaring a conflict of interest; Weber absent).
Public Hearing before City Council tentatively scheduled for Monday,
March 25, 2013, 5:30 p.m.

Page
43

PERMITS:
4.2
County Special Permit No. 13007, to allow a tower which exceeds the
maximum district height for meteorological use to gather wind and weather
data, on property generally located between W. Gage Road and W. Hallam
Road on S.W. 29th Street. *** FINAL ACTION ***
Staff recommendation: Conditional Approval
Staff Planner: Sara Hartzell, 402-441-6371, shartzell@lincoln.ne.gov
Had public hearing.
Planning Commission ‘final action’: CONDITIONAL APPROVAL, as set
forth in the staff report dated February 22, 2013, 8-0 (Weber absent).
Resolution No. PC-01322.

**********
AT THIS TIME, ANYONE WISHING TO SPEAK ON AN ITEM
NOT ON THE AGENDA, MAY DO SO
**********
PENDING LIST:
1.

County Change of Zone No. 12038, from AG Agricultural District to AGR Agricultural
Residential District, on property generally located at NW 126th Street and W. Bluff
Road.
(2-20-13: Planning Commission voted 8-0 to continue public hearing on April
17, 2013 at the request of the applicant.)

Planning Dept. staff contacts:
Stephen Henrichsen, Development Review Manager . 402-441-6374
David Cary, Long Range Planning Manager . . . . . . . . 402-441-6364
Paul Barnes, Planner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 402-441-6372
Michael Brienzo, Transportation Planner . . . . . . . . 402-441-6369
Tom Cajka, Planner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 402-441-5662
Christy Eichorn, Planner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 402-441-7603
Brandon Garrett, Planner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 402-441-6373
Stacey Groshong Hageman, Planner . . . . . 402-441-6361 . . . . .
Sara Hartzell, Planner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 402-441-6371
David Pesnichak, Transportation Planner . . . . . . . 402-441-6363
Brian Will, Planner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 402-441-6362
Ed Zimmer, Historic Preservation Planner . . . . . . . 402-441-6360

. . . . shenrichsen@lincoln.ne.gov
. . . . . dcary@lincoln.ne.gov
. . . . . pbarnes@lincoln.ne.gov
. . . . . mbrienzo@lincoln.ne.gov
. . . . . tcajka@lincoln.ne.gov
. . . . . ceichorn@lincoln.ne.gov
. . . . . bgarrett@lincoln.ne.gov
slhageman@lincoln.ne.gov
. . . . . shartzell@lincoln.ne.gov
. . . . . dpesnichak@lincoln.ne.gov
. . . . . bwill@lincoln.ne.gov
. . . . . ezimmer@lincoln.ne.gov

*****
The Planning Commission meeting
which is broadcast live at 1:00 p.m. every other Wednesday
will be rebroadcast on Sundays at 1:00 p.m. on 5 City TV, Cable Channel 5.

*****
The Planning Commission agenda may be accessed on the Internet at
http://www.lincoln.ne.gov/city/plan/pcagenda/index.htm

PLANNING COMMISSION FINAL ACTION
NOTIFICATION
TO

:

Mayor Chris Beutler
Lincoln City Council

FROM :

Jean Preister, Planning

DATE :

March 6, 2013

RE

Notice of final action by Planning Commission: March 6, 2013

:

Please be advised that on March 6, 2013, the Lincoln City-Lancaster County Planning
Commission adopted the following resolution:
Resolution No. PC-01321, approving Special Permit No. 1816C, with conditions,
requested by Noel L. and Gloria J. Chadd, for the excavation of soil, sand and gravel for
a period of three years, on property generally located at N.W. 40th Street and West Vine
Street.
This is final action unless appealed to the City Council by filing a notice of appeal with the City
Clerk within 14 days of the action by the Planning Commission.
The Planning Commission Resolution may be accessed on the internet at www.lincoln.ne.gov
(Keyword = PATS). Use the “Search Selection” screen and search by application number (i.e.
SP1816C). The Resolution and Planning Department staff report are in the “Related
Documents” under the application number.

Q:\shared\wp\jlu\2013 ccnotice\030613

Memorandum
Date: g
To: g
From: g

March 5, 2013
City Clerk
Jean Preister, Planning Dept.

Re: g

Administrative Approvals

cc: g

Teresa McKinstry

This is a list of the administrative approvals by the Planning Director from February 26,
2013 thru March 4, 2013:
Waiver No. 12023, approved by the Planning Director on February 26, 2013, requested
by Lincoln Federal Savings Bank, to extend the time for two years to install sidewalks for
Northview 7th Addition. The improvements shall be completed by February 26, 2015.
Property is generally located at N. 24th St. and Northview Rd.
Administrative Amendment No. 13003, approved by the Planning Director on February
27, 2013, requested by Fire Brothers Development, LLC, to extend the time for two years
to install street trees for Baron’s Ridge 3rd Addition and landscape screen for Baron’s Ridge
1st Addition. The improvements shall be completed by February 27, 2013. Property is
generally located at NW. 1st St. and Highland Blvd.
Administrative Amendment No. 13008 to Change of Zone No. 05004A, Pine Garden
Planned Unit Development, approved by the Planning Director on February 27, 2013,
requested by ESP, Inc., to delineate building envelopes for Lots 2 and 3, Block 1, to
reallocate commercial floor area to Lot 2, and to revise General Notes 1 and 2 accordingly,
on property generally located at the northwest corner of S. 84th St. and Old Cheney Rd.

Q:\shared\wp\teresa\AA weekly approvals.wpd

City/County Planning Department
555 S. 10th Street, Rm. 213
Lincoln NE 68508
(402) 441-7491

TO:
FROM:
DATE:
RE:

City Council Members
David Landis, Director
March 6, 2013
West Haymarket - P Street and Canopy Street Redevelopment
Project

At City Council on Monday, I shared with you that the Historic Preservation
Commission had voted 5 to 0 to support the Oscar Project in West Haymarket as a
“good neighbor” to the Historic Haymarket. Councilwoman Schimek alluded to
concerns expressed by the Urban Design Committee that the design did not meet their
standards.
In error, I did not share with you a memo that was written by Ed Zimmer to the
Mayor’s Office and City Council about the design review. I had understood that you
had already received this memo and, therefore, I did not read it at the meeting or pass
it on. I am including this memo for your review and to be shared as you see fit.
The Historic Preservation Commission would normally be the design review board
that reviews and advises on TIF project within this proximity of the Historic
Haymarket District. However, Urban Design Commission has been brought in to the
West Haymarket discussion and review process. The developer will be working with
the City to address the concerns raised by the Committee. While the Olsson
Associates and Scott, Woodbury, Wiegert does not intend to start over on the building
design, they do intend to address the Committee’s biggest concerns about comfort,
safety, and functionality of the public plaza space. The development team will take
the plaza design back to the joint Historic Preservation Commission/Urban Design
Committee for review and comment before Urban Development, Planning, and the
Mayor’s Office will approve the final design.
I do wish to stress the importance of moving forward with this project in order to get
to the next step of the design phase. As you may realize, the developer is further
along than many developers are at this stage of the redevelopment process. Urban
Development feels that the developer will address more of the Committee’s concerns,
if given the opportunity over the coming weeks.
Thank you for your support of this project.

C/O: AIA Nebraska
335 North 8TH Street, Suite A
Lincoln, NE 68508
www.aialincoln.org
March 6, 2013

To: City Council Members and Mayor of the City of Lincoln

Dear Mayor and Council Members,
On behalf of the Board of Directors of the American Institute of Architects,
Lincoln Chapter, we are writing to express concern of the design review
procedures involving Project Oscar in the new West Haymarket Development.
The addition of this important project will be a major contributor to the successful
development of the District, and should be something of which the City and all
Lincoln residents should be proud of for years to come.
It has come to our attention that the Urban Design Committee voted 6-1 not to
recommend approval of the publically-oriented design elements which will be the
recipient of $2.25 million in tax increment financing. Yet, the project appears to
be moving forward pending approval by the City Council, despite the
overwhelming objection of the Urban Design Committee.
As we understand, the Urban Design Committee reviewed this project late in
design development and was not able to undertake the customary review
process offering comments for the design. Then later reviewed the revised
design and vote for approval. Instead, the design was reviewed and voted for in
a rush on Thursday, February 28 as the City Council’s first review was imminent
on the following Monday, March 4.
It appears that the Urban Design
Committee’s vote and comments were not presented to the City Council for their
understanding.
This expedited process also did not allow members of the Lincoln community,
including AIA Lincoln members, an opportunity to become informed and offer
public testimony at City Council. We understand a similar expedited and

abbreviated review process occurred for the review of the Downtown Civic Plaza
on 13TH & P Streets. Important public projects like these deserve a full public
review, incorporation of the Urban Design Committee’s thoughtful insights, and
the opportunity for the community at large to become informed and offer
testimony at City Council.
The new West Haymarket, and specifically project Oscar represent a unique
opportunity to complement the existing Haymarket, expanding a treasured part of
the City of Lincoln. We believe that the final approval process should be
temporarily suspended until alternative design proposals have been presented
and approved by the Urban Design Committee. This approach will insure the
successful “fit” of this project into the West Haymarket, and its enjoyment by both
tenants and citizens for decades to come.

Sincerely,
Board of Directors
The Lincoln Chapter of the American Institute of Architects

Contact:

Cleve Reeves, AIA
AIA Lincoln Communications Chair
creeves@bvh.com
402-475-4551

DIRECTORS’ AGENDA
ADDENDUM
MONDAY, MARCH 11 , 2013

I.

CITY CLERK

II.

MAYOR & DIRECTORS CORRESPONDENCE
MAYOR
1. Mayor Beutler’s public schedule for the week of March 9th through March 15, 2013.

III.

DIRECTORS
CITIZENS INFORMATION CENTER
1. City of Lincoln snow removal update, Sunday, March 10, 2013.
2. City of Lincoln snow removal update, Monday, March 11, 2013, 5:00 a.m.
PARKS AND REC
1. Invitation to press conference to kick off the 2013 Lincoln Cares and 2 for Trees Programs,
Thursday, march 14, 2013, 10:00 a.m., at Eiseley Library, 1530 Superior Street.
2. Parks and Recreation Advisory Board meeting agenda for March 14, 2013.
a) Minutes of Parks and Recreation Advisory Board meeting of February 14, 2013.
PLANNING DEPARTMENT
1. Memo from Ed Zimmer, Planner, Historic Preservation, regarding Design Boards’ Responses to
Project Oscar. Erroneously omitted from the Directors’ Meeting agenda of March 11th.
a) Memo from David Landis, Urban Development Director, regarding West Haymarket - P
Street and Canopy Street Redevelopment Project. (Also listed on Directors’ Meeting
Agenda, 03.11.13, Urban Development, No.1)
2. Notice of cancellation of the Urban Design Committee on March 13, 2013.

IV.

COUNCIL MEMBERS

V.

CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS
1. Letter from Lincoln Federal Savings Bank requesting withdrawal of impact fee appeal currently
on the pending list. Also, letter from Lincoln-Lancaster County Planning Department, dated
01.22.13, attached.
2. Lincoln Electric System meeting agenda for Friday, March 15, 2013.
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Date: March 8, 2013
Contact: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 402-441-7831

Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule
Week of March 9 through 15, 2013
Schedule subject to change
Monday, March 11
•
Mayor’s Award of Excellence presentation - 3 p.m., City Council Chambers, County-City
Building, 555 S. 10th St.
•
Mayor’s Neighborhood Roundtable meeting - 5:30 p.m., Mayor’s Conference Room,
County-City Building
Tuesday, March 12
•
International visitors from Armenia - 2:30 p.m., Mayor’s Conference Room
•
Mayor’s Multicultural Advisory Committee meeting - 4 p.m., Mayor’s Conference Room
Thursday, March 14
•
News conference on Lincoln Cares and Two for Trees - 10 a.m., Eiseley Branch Library,
1530 Superior Street

Mary M. Meyer
From:
Subject:

Council Packet
Snow removal update

CITY OF LINCOLN
SNOW REMOVAL UPDATE
A COMPLETE VOICE REPORT IS AVAILABLE AT 402-441-7783. THIS NUMBER IS FOR NEWS
MEDIA USE ONLY.
For more information:
Public Works Snow Center -- 402-441-7644
Citizen Information Center -- Diane Gonzolas cell 402-525-1520
Date: Sunday, March 10, 2013
Time: 4 p.m.

1

City crews have been out since about 9 this morning plowing and spreading materials on emergency snow
routes and main arterials. Parking bans are not in effect at this time. Drivers are urged to use caution,
especially in the outlying areas where blowing snow is causing visibility problems. The Lincoln Police
Department reports about 31 accidents from midnight to 4 p.m. today.
Public Works is keeping an eye on the weather, and crews will be working on the streets all night. Morning
traffic is expected to be lighter with Lincoln Public Schools on spring break this week. Again, parking bans are
not in effect at this time, but if you need to be out, please drive carefully.
Please stay informed on the status of snow operations in Lincoln. Additional information is available at
lincoln.ne.gov and in the blue pages of your phone directory. If you have questions, you may call the Public
Works Snow Center at 402-441-7644.
- 30-
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Mary M. Meyer
From:
Subject:

Council Packet
Snow removal update

CITY OF LINCOLN
SNOW REMOVAL UPDATE
A COMPLETE VOICE REPORT IS AVAILABLE AT 402-441-7783. THIS NUMBER IS FOR NEWS
MEDIA USE ONLY.
For more information:
Public Works Snow Center -- 402-441-7644
Citizen Information Center -- Diane Gonzolas cell 402-525-1520
Date: Sunday, March 10, 2013
Time: 4 p.m.
City crews have been out since about 9 this morning plowing and spreading materials on emergency snow
routes and main arterials. Parking bans are not in effect at this time. Drivers are urged to use caution,
especially in the outlying areas where blowing snow is causing visibility problems. The Lincoln Police
Department reports about 31 accidents from midnight to 4 p.m. today.
Public Works is keeping an eye on the weather, and crews will be working on the streets all night. Morning
traffic is expected to be lighter with Lincoln Public Schools on spring break this week. Again, parking bans are
not in effect at this time, but if you need to be out, please drive carefully.
Please stay informed on the status of snow operations in Lincoln. Additional information is available at
lincoln.ne.gov and in the blue pages of your phone directory. If you have questions, you may call the Public
Works Snow Center at 402-441-7644.
- 30-
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Mary M. Meyer
From:
Subject:

Council Packet
snow removal update

CITY OF LINCOLN
SNOW REMOVAL UPDATE
For more information:
Public Works Snow Center -- 402-441-7644
Citizen Information Center -- Diane Gonzolas cell 402-525-1520
Date: Monday, March 11, 2013
Time: 5 a.m.
City crews plan to begin snow removal in the residential areas about 8 this morning. Parking bans are not in
effect at this time, but residents are asked to move parked cars off the streets to help with the snow removal
operation. Crews have been out all night removing snow from emergency snow routes, arterials and bus
routes. They began spreading salt about 3:30 a.m. Streets are slick, and drivers are urged to use caution. The
Lincoln Police Department reports about 66 accidents yesterday, but only three since midnight.
Please stay informed on the status of snow operations in Lincoln. Additional information is available at
lincoln.ne.gov and in the blue pages of your phone directory. If you have questions, you may call the Public
Works Snow Center at 402-441-7644.
- 30-
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Mary M. Meyer
From:
Subject:

Council Packet
Lincoln Cares and 2 for Trees Press Conference

Dear Lincoln City Council and Lincoln Parks and Recreation Advisory Board members:
We would like to extend an invitation to each of you to join us for a press conference to kick off the 2013
Lincoln Cares and 2 for Trees programs. The press conference will be held on Thursday, March 14th, at 10:00
a.m. at the Eiseley Branch Library located at 1530 Superior Street. If you will be able to join us, please let me
know by email or by contacting me at the number below.
Thank you!

Angela Chesnut

Executive Secretary to the Director
Lincoln Parks & Recreation
2740 A Street
Lincoln, NE 68502
(402) 441-8264
achesnut@lincoln.ne.gov
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PLANNING DEPARTMENT MEMO
TO:

Mayor’s Office
City Council

FROM: Ed Zimmer

DATE: March 4, 2012

RE:

Design Boards’ Responses to Project Oscar

Josh Berger of S2W presented the “Project Oscar” redevelopment project to the Historic Preservation
Commission (HPC) on Feb. 21st and to the Urban Design Committee (UDC) yesterday, Feb. 28th.
The original intention was to hold the meeting of the 21st as a joint meeting of both design boards but
UDC did not have a quorum present in the snowstorm of Feb. 21st. All 7 members of UDC assembled for
the special meeting on Feb. 28th.
Historic Preservation Commission voted 5-0 to recommend the project’s modern design as a “good
neighbor” to Historic Haymarket, appropriate to its West Haymarket location.
Urban Design Committee had a robust discussion and members stated diverse opinions about the
overall style of the building. After discussion, they agreed the building’s style was not a matter on which
they needed to express a Committee opinion.
UDC adopted a motion by a vote of 6-1, stating they were unable to recommend Project Oscar because
of urban design concerns regarding the covered public plaza, especially for its impact on the pedestrian
experience adjacent to the plaza on P Street and on Canopy Street, or visiting the covered plaza, in
terms of safety, comfort, and desirability as a public use space.

TO:
FROM:
DATE:
RE:

City Council Members
David Landis, Director
March 6, 2013
West Haymarket - P Street and Canopy Street Redevelopment
Project

At City Council on Monday, I shared with you that the Historic Preservation
Commission had voted 5 to 0 to support the Oscar Project in West Haymarket as a
“good neighbor” to the Historic Haymarket. Councilwoman Schimek alluded to
concerns expressed by the Urban Design Committee that the design did not meet their
standards.
In error, I did not share with you a memo that was written by Ed Zimmer to the
Mayor’s Office and City Council about the design review. I had understood that you
had already received this memo and, therefore, I did not read it at the meeting or pass
it on. I am including this memo for your review and to be shared as you see fit.
The Historic Preservation Commission would normally be the design review board
that reviews and advises on TIF project within this proximity of the Historic
Haymarket District. However, Urban Design Commission has been brought in to the
West Haymarket discussion and review process. The developer will be working with
the City to address the concerns raised by the Committee. While the Olsson
Associates and Scott, Woodbury, Wiegert does not intend to start over on the building
design, they do intend to address the Committee’s biggest concerns about comfort,
safety, and functionality of the public plaza space. The development team will take
the plaza design back to the joint Historic Preservation Commission/Urban Design
Committee for review and comment before Urban Development, Planning, and the
Mayor’s Office will approve the final design.
I do wish to stress the importance of moving forward with this project in order to get
to the next step of the design phase. As you may realize, the developer is further
along than many developers are at this stage of the redevelopment process. Urban
Development feels that the developer will address more of the Committee’s concerns,
if given the opportunity over the coming weeks.
Thank you for your support of this project.

Jean Preister
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Michele M. Abendroth
Friday, March 08, 2013 1:44 PM
Adam Rupe; adamm@citywaverly.com; Allan Eurek; Amanda Bauman; Andrew Hartman;
Ann Bleed; awilkason@hotmail.com; Barbara van den Berg; Becky Martin; Camilla Rice;
Catherine Ward; Charla Rasmussen; Dallas A. McGee; Dan Rosenthal; Dana Rodriguez;
David Landis; David R. Cary; Deena Winter; Derek W. Contreras; Edith Hayes; Gregory
Gustafson; Gus P.; Gus Ponstingl; Holly Johnson; Ian Singh; Jason Stege; Jean Preister; Jill
Becker; John Badami; John Kaslon; John Newcomer; Jon Yoachim; Jordan Pascale; Joyce
Coppinger; Joyce Ebmeier; Keith Tenhulzen; Ken Fougeron; Kevin Andersen; Kristin Holmes;
Lindsay Burford; Lori Houle; Lynnette Nelson; Marvin S. Krout; Megan Patent-Nygren; Mike
Wicht; Nathan Morris; Nicholas Bergin; rkuzelka1@unl.edu; Ron Wick; Ryan Knollenberg;
Sarah Hanzel; Scott Hatfield; Scott Sandquist; Scott Svyskocil; Stacey L. Hageman; Stuart
Long; Terrence Lage; tuland@downtownlincoln.org; Tyler Mainquist; Wade Schuldt; Zachary
White; Gill Peace; JoAnne Kissel; MaryAnne Wells; Michele Tilley
(chocolatecake@neb.rr.com); Michelle Penn; Peter Hind; Scott Sullivan
Urban Design Committee

The March 13, 2013 Urban Design Committee meeting has been cancelled.
If you have any questions, please feel free to call the Planning Department at 441-7491.

Michele Abendroth
Lincoln/Lancaster County Planning Department
555 South 10th Street, Suite 213
Lincoln, NE 68508
402-441-6164
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AGENDA
LES ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD
Friday, March 15, 2013 – 9:30 A.M.
LES Board Room
1040 “O” Street
9:30 A.M.
1. Call to Order
2. Approval of Minutes of the February 15, 2013 Regular Meeting of the
LES Administrative Board
3. Comments from Customers
4. Committee Reports
A. Operations & Power Supply Committee
B. Finance & Audit Committee
*1. 2013 Bond Issue, LES Resolution 2013-1
C. Personnel & Organization Committee
*1. Amendment to Employees’ Retirement Plan, LES
Resolution 2013-2
*2. Amendment to LES Deferred Compensation Plan, LES
Resolution 2013-3
D. Budget & Rates Committee
5. Administrator & CEO Reports
A. State Legislative Report
B. Revenue Adjustment Mechanism Discussion
C. Annual Self-Insured Health & Dental Insurance Review
D. Enterprise Risk Management (ERM) Risk Appetite Statement
6. Chief Operating Officer’s Reports
A. Reliability Compliance Update
B. Ten-Year Transmission and Substation Plan
C. 2013 Performance Indicators
7. Other Business
A. Monthly Financial and Power Supply Reports
B. Miscellaneous Information
8. Adjournment
* Denotes Action Items
Next Regular Administrative Board meeting Friday, April 19, 2013.

MINUTES
DIRECTORS’ MEETING
MONDAY, MARCH 11, 2013

Present: Carl Eskridge, Chair; Jon Camp, Vice Chair; Lloyd Hinkley; Gene Carroll; and Jonathan Cook
Absent:

Doug Emery; and DiAnna Schimek

Others:

Joan Ross, City Clerk; and Rick Hoppe, Chief of Staff

Chair Eskridge opened the meeting at 2:04 p.m. and announced the location of the Open Meetings Act.
I.

CITY CLERK
Ross stated on today’s agenda, pages 2 and 3 with 4 liquor license applications. Will call the liquor
applications, and managers, together. On pg. 3 with Items 19, 20, and 21, should these be called together?
Eskridge agreed to call together.
Ross stated, a reminder, under 3rd Reading, pg. 5, Item 30 has a Motion to Amend, a substitute agreement,
Item 31 has a Motion to Amend, substitute agreement, Item 32 the same, substitute attachments A. On pg.
6, Item 35 has a Motion to Amend, substitute agreement. On pg. 7, under Pending, received a letter from
Mike Rierden asking to withdraw Item 42, requiring a motion and vote.

II.

MAYOR & DIRECTORS CORRESPONDENCE
MAYOR
1. NEWS RELEASE. Storytimes to focus on vision care at the Lincoln City Libraries.
2. NEWS RELEASE. New parking meter installation to begin Wednesday, March 7, 2013.
3. NEWS RELEASE. Check out Teen Tech Week @ Libraries.
No comments
WEST HAYMARKET JOINT PUBLIC AGENCY
1. The West Haymarket Joint Public Agency originally scheduled to meet in room 303 of the CountyCity Building will now be held in Council Chamber on March 7th, 3:00 p.m.
No comments

III.

DIRECTORS
FINANCE
1. Correspondence pertaining to the City of Lincoln Comprehensive Annual Financial Report.
a) Memo from Steve Hubka, Finance Director, regarding the City of Lincoln Comprehensive Annual
Financial Report;
b) Auditor BKD’s letter to Mayor Beutler and the Lincoln City Council; and
c) Comprehensive Annual Financial Report for the fiscal year ended August 31, 2012 on file in the
City Council office.
No comments
HEALTH DEPARTMENT
1. NEWS RELEASE. Appointments available for household hazardous waste collection.
No comments

PLANNING COMMISSION
1. Action by the Planning Commission on March 6, 2013.
2. Planning Commission Final Action of March 6, 2013.
No comments
PLANNING DEPARTMENT
1. Administrative approvals by the Planning Director from February 26, 2013 through March 4, 2013.
No comments
URBAN DEVELOPMENT
1. Memo from David Landis, Urban Development Director, regarding the West Haymarket P Street
and Canopy Street Redevelopment.
No comments
IV.

COUNCIL MEMBERS
JON CAMP
Camp would like to discuss the Experian Building. Hoppe stated he and Camp have exchanged emails
regarding Experian. Camp stated, 2 words in the September 7, 2010 media release said, government
subdivisions. A paragraph on the City and basically the only item in all our discussions.
Hoppe thought they discussed the numbers as we didn’t have clients/potential lessees. Camp stated the
article spoke about the City, with engineering there. Helped LPS after their fire. Hoppe replied in phase 2
we’d help fill the building. Meanwhile looked at potentially renting. Camp asked where is that mentioned?
Hoppe said also doesn’t say anything on renting to LPS. Camp replied 2 years, not a 15 year potential lease.
Hoppe stated do think we discussed with a number of folks in terms of this is a possibility if not filling with
City employees. The benefit being the open 35,000 square feet. It could benefit at the State level, if we’re
the low bid, and local taxpayers to have someone fill the space.
Camp stated he wanted to keep on the tax roles, $1250 to $2050 taxes paid by Experian rather than City
taxpayers and schools subsidizing it. But, it was justified, in a few years, the City needed the space. Now,
offering to a State agency for possibly a 5 year, plus 2 - 5 year options. Basically ties up to 15 years.
Hoppe replied, as you say, the 2 - 5 year pieces optional. We scheduled space for Lincoln Fire and Rescue,
consolidate administration, the quarter master program in the NSC. Requires a 3 million renovation, but
not funded. Can’t do now, so didn’t seem 5 years would be huge in the scope of putting the money together.
Camp stated lot of backup to justify not presenting to the City Council and citizens, when Experian was
discussed. Hoppe stated your interruption, believe we’ve been consistent. Camp said different words, but
not fair to the private sector/taxpayers. Off the tax roles and now trying to compete with businesses. Hoppe
stated you have the option to vote against, if we get the bid. Camp added thoughts are the City can go into
private sector’s business, and cost taxpayers. The 3 million renovation is totally different than presented.
Hoppe stated an expansive view of government versus private sector. Governments cooperate all the time
to save money, leasing space is one. In town there’s leases between government entities. We’re not the only
ones. The County rents space at Trabert Hall, we do space over the old police building to the State. Believe
the State has rented to other entities. Importantly, we do cooperative efforts such as an Interlocal Agreement
-2-

for Information Services with the County. Theoretically could be provided by the private sector.
Hoppe added, we can define broadly and say, anything government offers, which can be provided by the
private sector shouldn’t have agreements. But, not sure that’s a benefit to the taxpayers.
Camp stated all your examples different than Experian, which was an affirmative purchase, taking a private
building off the tax roles. Partially justified to help Experian stay. The rest was to be for City services. But
you said we can fill, and put other City property back on the tax role. Disagreed then, and still do, but
nonetheless the City has it. To affirmatively buy a 350,000 square foot building, taking off the tax roles cost
the schools, County, and all subdivisions $150,000 to $250,000 a year in taxes. Plus the renovation costs.
Uncalled for. Let the private sector do. If the State needs space they can buy, or go to the private sector.
Suddenly, the City makes a proposal. Totally inequitable to the private sector.
Hoppe replied have heard your point, you disagree. Hinkley added he would argue the purchase, but the
taxpayer would be left with 350,000 square feet sitting vacant. Letting it sit is unfair to citizens. Would
rather, as we have the space, go to government than private industry. Camp disagreed. Private industry goes
on the tax roles. Hinkley stated he doesn’t see the building having a mix. Camp commented Experian has
now. Hinkley asked if he would you rather have vacant? Camp replied frankly looks like the end is
justifying the means. No discussion on buying and being a leaser, landlord, to non-City government
agencies. It was City, and City subdivisions. A multi year move putting other properties on the tax role.
Experian would stay with a 5 to 7 year lease, spend $300,000 on renovations. Hinkley stated, sounds as if
arguing we shouldn’t have bought. Camp replied if we made a mistake still doesn’t justify competing with
the private sector, people who pay taxes.
Hoppe added all things mentioned happened. We have a creative plan to fill, but as mentioned didn’t have
money to finish the fire portion leaving open square footage to potentially rent to HHS. Camp stated, again,
you said this will work out, and remembers saying you’ll not the money to renovate. Now, admitting,
saying we’ll take out of the private sector who may have the ability to lease their property. Hoppe replied
you put your spin on this, which is fine, but do not agree with your assessment. There are properties which
will be back on the roles as a result of these moves. Some projects will go forward, pumping millions in
our economy. Understand your objection, but point out the jobs saved in Experian important to the
community then. People in the business community said yes, this makes sense. Camp said they weren’t sold
on the City being a landlord. You would have had major property owners saying no way. We took
businesses out of taxpaying buildings who now they’re suffering. He added, a situation which puts a
blemish on City government competing with the private sector. Cannot continue, need to get government
back to basics; police, fire and infrastructure. Not owning property, being landlords, and expanding into
the private domain.
Hoppe stated, we haven’t been as expansive as you’re suggesting. This opportunity presented itself. Camp
added we know the jail is coming up, along with Pershing. Now hear, guess we have extra space so let’s
lease it. Doesn’t justify. Embarrassed to the taxpayers for the City’s actions.
Eskridge asked for any other questions.
V.

CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS
1. Letter from the Board of Directors of the American Institute of Architects, Lincoln Chapter,
expressing concern of design review procedures on Project Oscar
No comment

VI. ADJOURNMENT
Chair Eskridge adjourned the meeting at 2:19 p.m.
-3-
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