IN LIEU OF
DIRECTORS’ MEETING
MONDAY, JANUARY 21, 2013

I.

CITY CLERK

II.

MAYOR & DIRECTORS CORRESPONDENCE
MAYOR
1. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor to present December Award of Excellence to Don Fosler and Krissa
Knopik.
2. NEWS RELEASE. Lincoln Recycles Day raises over $2,500 for LPS recycling program.
WEST HAYMARKET JOINT PUBLIC AGENCY
1. The West Haymarket Joint Public Agency will meet on Thursday, January 24, 2013, 3:00 p.m.,
at 555 S. 10th Street, in Council Chambers. Meeting agenda and attachments are posted on line.

III.

DIRECTORS
CITIZEN INFORMATION CENTER
1. Resignation of Shandi Pettine Petersen from the Cable TV Advisory Board.

IV.

COUNCIL MEMBERS

V.

CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS

F:\FILES\CITYCOUN\Directors Meetings\2013\January\da012113.wpd

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 402-441-7511
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: January 14, 2013
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 402-441-7831

MAYOR TO PRESENT DECEMBER AWARD OF EXCELLENCE
Mayor Chris Beutler today will present the Mayor’s Award of Excellence for December to Don
Fosler and Krissa Knopik, two Investigators from the Technical Investigations Unit (TIU) of the
Lincoln Police Department (LPD). The award will be presented at the beginning of today’s City
Council meeting, which starts at 3 p.m. in the County-City Building, 555 S. 10th Street..
The monthly award recognizes City employees who consistently provide exemplary service and
work that demonstrates personal commitment to the City.
Fosler has worked for the City since 1986, and Knopik has worked for the City since 1997.
Sergeant Sandra Myers of TIU nominated them in the categories of customer relations and
productivity for their work to stop a group of thieves known nationally as the Felony Lane Gang
or FLG. The group operates primarily in states in the south, east and Midwest. They steal IDs,
checks and other personal items and then use the stolen items to commit forgeries, identity thefts
and frauds around the country.
The gang usually travels in groups of four to six. A male acts as the leader while the others break
into vehicles, stealing checkbooks, IDs and credit and debit cards. The females use disguises to
resemble the photos on the stolen IDs and attempt to pass stolen checks. They use the drive-thru
lanes farthest from the bank to make identification more difficult.
In May 2012, local financial institutions contacted TIU about a group of women in a white SUV
passing stolen checks using stolen IDs. Fosler and Knopik began compiling information and
told the banks to contact LPD immediately if any of the suspected FLG members hit town.
During this time, a group of gang members passed more than $30,000 dollars in stolen and
forged checks at Lincoln and Omaha banks. The investigators continued to educate local banks,
and worked with Omaha Police to develop suspects. The officers also educated members of LPD
about the gang and enlisted their help.
In late May, a local bank alerted LPD that activity was occurring at several of its branches
consistent with FLG. Fosler and Knopik notified other banks and law enforcement officials and
gave descriptions of the suspects and vehicle. When a local bank notified LPD that an FLG
member was in its drive-thru, officers made their first FLG arrest.
In June, gang members were again in the area driving a silver SUV. Fosler and Knopik
canvassed branch banks that were being victimized. After an alert bank teller called 911 to
report FLG activity, officers arrested three women from the gang.
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In late June, Fosler received information from Omaha and Iowa police departments that FLG
activity was again occurring. Again, the information was passed on to the banks, and a 911 call
led to four more arrests of FLG members. LPD has now arrested eight individuals associated
with the gang, and felony charges are pending.
It’s believed the gang was responsible for more than $80,000 in losses to Lincoln and Omaha
banks in May and June alone. During this time, Fosler and Knopik continued to serve search
warrants, obtain phone records, distribute information and contact car rental agencies. The
exchange of information among law enforcement agencies has proven invaluable. LPD has now
identified some of the upper- and middle-tier leaders of the group in Florida, and charges are
forthcoming in those cases. LPD has received calls from law enforcement agencies in 19 other
states. Several have now issued arrest warrants for other FLG members and have cleared cases
relating to the gang’s activity.
It’s estimated that the FLG has fraudulently obtained close to $1 million nationwide. Because of
the hard work by TIU, specifically Fosler and Knopik, the Felony Lane Gang has not been back
to Lincoln or the Midwest. Sgt. Myers said the two officers are to be commended for their
investigative skill AND their ability to forge positive and productive relationships with the
banking community and other law enforcement agencies. Fosler and Knopik continue to dig into
the group’s financial records and activities and to share the information.
The other categories in which employees can be nominated are loss prevention, safety and valor.
Consideration also may be given to nominations that demonstrate self-initiated accomplishments
or those completed outside of the nominee’s job description. All City employees are eligible for
the Mayor’s Award of Excellence except for elected and appointed officials. Individuals or
teams can be nominated by supervisors, peers, subordinates and the general public. Nomination
forms are available at lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: personnel) or from department heads, employee
bulletin boards or the Personnel Department, which oversees the awards program.
All nominations are considered by the Mayor’s Award of Excellence Committee, which includes
a representative with each union and a non-union representative appointed by the Mayor. Award
winners receive a $50 gift certificate, a day off with pay and a plaque. All monthly winners and
nominees are eligible to receive the annual award, which comes with a $250 gift certificate, two
days off with pay and a plaque.
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PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES DEPARTMENT
Recycling Office, 2400 Theresa Street, Lincoln, NE 68521, 402-441-7043
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: January 15, 2013
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Gene Hanlon, City Recycling Coordinator, 402-441-7043
Marti Franti, LPS Recycling Coordinator, 402-436-1072, ext. 82007

LINCOLN RECYCLES DAY RAISES OVER $2,500
FOR LPS RECYCLING PROGRAM
The scrap metal recycling drive conducted in November as part of Lincoln Recycles Day raised
over $2,500 for the Lincoln Public Schools (LPS) recycling program. Alter Scrap Processing
and Sadoff Iron and Metal Company accepted scrap metal and aluminum cans from the public.
Public donations and matching funds totaled $2,551.16, and a check was presented January 9 at
an event that included Alter, Sadoff, LPS students and staff and the City Recycling Office. LPS
will use the money for new recycling containers.
“During the past 15 years, the LPS Recycling Program has re-purposed many old trash
containers into recycling containers by patching rusty holes, replacing wheels and lids, and
repainting,” said Marti Franti, LPS Recycling Program Coordinator. “The life expectancy is
over for many of these containers, and they can no longer be repaired. But they can be recycled
as scrap metal, and LPS can use the funds from this scrap metal drive to purchase new containers
for our recycling program. What a great way to close the recycling loop.”
The public donated scrap metal worth $580.31 at Alter Scrap Processing and $85.27 at Sadoff
Iron and Metal Company. The companies matched the amount of the public donations received
at their locations. Sadoff donated an additional $1,220, which included funds from the metal
rims collected at a scrap tire collection earlier this fall.
Lincoln Recycles Day 2012 also included the following events:
•

Recycling Enterprises and Shredding Solutions donated their services to shred about
5,650 pounds of paper.

•

About two tons of wood waste was collected as part of a free collection event at Hofeling
Enterprises.

•

On November 18, Dr. R.E. Cycle made an appearance at six recycling drop-off sites to
catch people “green handed.” Those dropping off their recyclables were awarded a prize
package that included a re-usable canvas tote bag, water bottle, Pepsi products, and
coupons for free food from Amigos, Runza, Red Mango and Colby Ridge Popcorn. All
items in the prize packages were donated by businesses and organizations.
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Winners were Cathy Bristol; Glenda Langley and her mother; Ken Darby; Lalit Jha;
Micki Cruthers; Jim Cassel; U.S. Representative Jeff Fortenberry and family; Brian
Schwinck; Chris Andregg; Terry Schonove; Lynn Stangl; Elisa Hesse; LeAnn Frobom;
Michaela Glover; Scott Williamson; Luke Peterson; Alex and A.J. Lake; David Fortune;
Phyllis McCaul; and Jefferson and Jackson Roberts.
Since 1990, the network of drop-off sites has collected 228 million pounds of recyclables. More
information on recycling is available at recycle.lincoln.ne.gov.
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Mary M. Meyer
From:
Subject:

Council Packet
West Haymarket JPA Meeting January 24, 2013

The West Haymarket Joint Public Agency will meet on Thursday, January 24, 2013 at 3:00 P.M.
in the City Council Chambers Room 112.
The agenda and attachments are posted at http://lincoln.ne.gov/city/finance/account/jpamtgs.htm
Pam Gadeken
ADMINISTRATIVE AIDE II
CITY PUBLIC WORKS & UTILITIES | 555 SO. 10TH, SUITE 203 | LINCOLN, NE 68508
P 402-441-7558| F 402-441-8609 | pgadeken@lincoln.ne.gov
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Mary M. Meyer
From:
Subject:

Council Packet
Resignation

From: Shandi Petersen [mailto:SPeterse@netad.unl.edu]
Sent: Monday, January 14, 2013 1:43 PM
To: Diane K. Gonzolas
Subject: Resignation

January 14, 2013

Dear Diane: [Could you please forward to the Board?]
Please accept my resignation effective immediately from the Cable TV Advisory Board. I have accepted a new position in
Denver, Colorado and am moving by the end of the week.
It has been a pleasure and honor to serve on the Board and I wish you all the best of luck in the future.
Sincerely,
Shandi Pettine Petersen
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