IN LIEU OF
DIRECTORS’ MEETING
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2009

I.

CITY CLERK

II. CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE MAYOR & DIRECTORS TO COUNCIL
MAYOR
1. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler will announce the City’s selection of a developer for
the downtown Catalyst project site on “Q” Street at a news conference, Friday, November
20, 2009, 2:00 pm, at 555 South 10th Street in the Mayor’s Conference Room. (Distributed
to Council Members on 11/20/09)
2. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor announces developer for major downtown project. (Sent to
Council Members on 11/20/09)
3. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler will issue proclamation for Homeless and Hunger
Awareness Month on Monday, November 23rd, 10:45 am at 3901 N. 27th, at the Center for
People in Need. Following will be a news conference. (Sent to Council Members on
11/20/09)
4. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler’s public schedule, week of 11-21/27-09. (Sent to
Council Members on 11/20/09)
5. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor says special session with impact City budget.
a) NEWS RELEASE. Correction in first paragraph, 4-percent decrease instead of 10
percent.
6. New homeless program created with stimulus funds.
7. NEWS RELEASE. Businesses collect 11 tons of material through America Recycles Day
efforts.
8. Washington Report, November 20, 2009.
DIRECTORS
HEALTH DEPARTMENT
1. NEWS RELEASE. Appointments for H1N1 vaccine are available.
LINCOLN LIBRARIES
1. NEWS RELEASE. The American Indian Heritage Read-In to be held on Thursday,
December 3, 2009, 12:00 noon, at the Walt Branch Library, 6701 S. 14th Street.
PLANNING DEPARTMENT
1. No Administrative Amendments approved for week of 11/17/09 through 11/23/09.
III. COUNCIL RFI’S AND CITIZEN CORRESPONDENCE TO INDIVIDUAL COUNCIL
MEMBERS

IV. CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS TO COUNCIL
1. InterLinc correspondence from Joseph Tindle with questions regarding railroad quiet zone
violations.
2. Letter and article from Bob Reeves regarding the proposed arena.
V.

ADJOURNMENT
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CONGRESS
Congressional leaders examine crafting
measures to create jobs. While waiting for
the Senate to act on items such as health care,
climate change, and the FY 2010 budget,
House leaders have started to focus on ways
to address the nation’s high unemployment
rate. Instead of talking of another economic
stimulus bill, House Democrats are intent on
measures that will result directly in job
creation.
To that end, House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (DCA) has tasked Reps John Larsen (D-CT), the
Chairman of the House Democratic Caucus,
and George Miller (D-CT), the Chairman of
the House Education and Labor Committee to
craft a jobs bill using suggestions from key
House committee chairmen.
Senators
Richard Durbin (D-IL) and Byron Dorgan (DND) have been tasked with a similar job in
that chamber by Majority Leader Harry Reid
(D-NV). High on the list of proposed
vehicles are a transportation infrastructure bill
(see related story below) and increased
incentives to small businesses, but no formal
proposals have been released as of yet.
In addition to the $787 billion American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA),
Congress has also approved measures
expanding unemployment benefits, healthcare benefits for unemployed workers, and
extension of the “cash for clunkers” program,
and an extension of the tax credit for firsttime home buyers from the stimulus bill.
While those measures may have contributed
to a growing economy, the unemployment
rate continues to rise.
House leaders, who insist that the jobs bill
will be paid for, indicated that a jobs bill
could be ready for floor consideration as early
as the week of November 30, but no later than
the December 18 target for congressional

adjournment. The Senate may not be as
committed to offsetting a jobs bill, and the
Obama Administration is looking toward its
December Jobs Summit to develop new ideas
in this area.

HEALTH CARE
Senate cloture vote set for Saturday night.
Surrounded by beaming Democratic
colleagues, Senate Majority Leader Harry
Reid (D-NV) announced that he has
scheduled a key procedural vote on
legislation (HR 3590) to overhaul the nation’s
health care system. Senators will be voting
on whether to proceed with consideration of
the bill, with 60 “yes” votes needed. If Reid
successfully secures 60 votes to proceed, the
Senate would then be on course to pass the
bill before the end of the year, with only a
simple majority of 51 votes for final approval.
Reid made his announcement soon after the
Congressional Budget Office (CBO) released
its analysis of the bill. CBO estimates that
the Senate bill would increase health
insurance coverage from 83 percent to 94
percent of all Americans while reducing the
projected federal budget deficit by $130
billion between 2010 and 2019 and by $650
billion in the subsequent decade.
Dubbed the Patient Protection and Affordable
Care Act, the bill would achieve increased
coverage through a combination of employer
mandates, individual mandates, subsidies, tax
credits and an expansion of Medicaid offset
by decreased growth in Medicare payment
rates, an excise tax on high-cost health care
plans, an excise tax on medical devices, an
annual fee on insurance providers and an
increase in the Medicare payroll tax for
individuals earning more than $200,000
annually ($250,000 couples).
The Senate bill would reach the goal of
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providing health insurance to most legal
residents of the United States in much the
same way its House-passed counterpart
(HR 3962):
expansion of Medicaid
eligibility, a mandate that most employers
provide health insurance to their
employees or pay a penalty, tax credits to
encourage certain categories of employers
to provide health insurance to their
employees and a mandate that most
individuals obtain health insurance or pay
a penalty, with federal subsidies on a
sliding scale for those between 133 percent
and 400 percent of the federal poverty rate.
(See the October 30 Washington Report
for a detailed overview of the House bill.)

TRANSPORTATION

One major difference between the House
and Senate bills comes with respect to
creation of a health insurance program
administered by the Department of Health
and Human Services, the much-discussed
“public option.” While the Senate bill
includes a “public option” similar to that in
the House bill, it would allow the states to
elect not to make it available to their
citizens.
Another major difference
between the two bills lies on the revenue
side: instead of an excise tax on high-cost
health care plans, the House relies largely
on a 5.4 percent income tax surcharge on
individuals earning more $500,000 per
year ($1 million couples). In addition, the
House bill relies more on Medicaid
expansion than the Senate bill, a difference
that partially accounts for the higher cost
of the House bill.

This week, Rep John Mica (R-FL), the
ranking member on the House
Transportation and Infrastructure (T&I)
Committee, and Rep. Peter DeFazio (DOR), the Chairman of the T&I
Subcommittee on Highways and Transit
outlined a plan to authorize surface
transportation programs for two years
before the end of the year, and then get
to work on completing a full, multi-year
reauthorization of the 2005 SAFETEALU law early next spring.

Like its House counterpart, the Senate bill
would authorize significant new funding
for a wide array community health,
prevention and wellness and health
professions training and education
programs. However, the Senate bill falls
short of its House counterpart in support
for increasing core state and local
government health capacity. Specifically,
the House bill would authorize an
additional $12 billion over five years for
Community Health Centers and $5.365
billion more over five years for formula
and competitive grants to state and local
health departments to increase core public
health infrastructure.

Lawmakers support $200 billion “miniauthorization” to create jobs. Support
from a bipartisan group of House
members is growing for a quick infusion
of $200 billion in federal highway and
transit projects.
As the nation’s
unemployment rate tops 10 percent,
more and more members of Congress are
looking to investment in transportation
infrastructure as a means to create jobs
quickly. Senate Majority Whip Richard
Durbin (R-IL) first addressed the idea of
“ f r o n t - l o a d i n g ” a m u l t i - ye a r
transportation a few weeks ago (see
October 30 Washington Report).

Reps. Mica and DeFazio will attempt to
use this proposal as a condition for
House support of the Senate’s plan to
extend the current surface transportation
authorization through April 2010.
Chairman Barbara Boxer (D-CA) of the
Senate Environment and Public Works
Committee announced this week that her
panel is ready to take up a multi-year
authorization measure in the near future,
provided the six-month authorization is
completed quickly.
While Democratic and Republican
authorizers agree in principle on this
approach, there is disagreement on how
to pay for a $200 billion front-loaded
authorization bill.
Mica and other
Republicans favor tapping unused funds
from the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act, while DeFazio and
other Democrats want to take unused
funds from the Troubled Asset Relief
Program. There are also several other
job creation initiatives under
development in Congress, and it is too
early to tell which might prevail.

The current extension of SAFETEA-LU
expires on December 18.
Meanwhile, last weekend the Obama
Administration announced a plan that
would give more oversight authority on
public transportation systems to the
Federal Transit Administration (FTA).
As part of this plan, the FTA would have
the authority to enforce minimum federal
safety standards on transit systems
nationwide. Additionally, the Secretary
of Transportation would create a state
certification program, allowing those
states that choose to opt-in to carry out
safety oversight directly. Those states
participating in this program would
receive additional federal aid.
Rep. DeFazio indicated his general
support for federal regulation of public
transit, but added that such a change
should be considered as part of the
broader consideration of the rewrite of
federal surface transportation policy.
Rep. Mica, however, disagrees with the
White House proposal, arguing that
rather than create a new oversight
regime, transit agencies should be able to
use a portion of their federal funds for
safety programs.
Currently, the federal government is
prohibited by law from establishing
safety standards for transit agencies, so
any change would have to be approved
by Congress. Following the Metrorail
crash in Washington, D.C. in June of this
year, which killed nine people and
injured 80, members of the Maryland
congressional delegation introduced
legislation in both chambers to allow the
federal government to oversee public
transportation safety.
Both Transportation Secretary Ray
LaHood and FTA Administrator Peter
Rogoff will testify about the
administration’s plan before the T&I
Committee Highways and Transit
Subcommittee on December 8.
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LAND USE

PUBLIC SAFETY

FCC issues ruling on local cell phone
tower zoning. After more than a year of
deliberation, the Federal Communications
Commission (FCC) issued an order this
afternoon about a time frame for local
governments to act on zoning applications
for cell phone towers (commonly referred
to as a “shot clock’).

House votes to expand fire grant
programs.
The Fire Grants
Reauthorization Act of 2009 (HR 3791)
passed the House with bipartisan support
on Wednesday.
The bill would
reauthorize the Assistance to Firefighters
Grants (AFG) program and the Staffing
for Adequate Fire and Emergency
Response (SAFER) program through FY
2014.

In the order, the FCC agrees with the
argument made by the cellular industry
that a specific time frame for local
government action on cell phone tower
siting applications is needed. However,
the order outlines a longer time frame (90
days for collocation and 150 days for new
towers) than what the industry requested
(30 days for collocation and 45 days for
new towers).
In addition, the order rejects the industry
request that a zoning application be
deemed granted if a local government fails
to act within the specified time frame.
Instead, the order directs dissatisfied cell
phone providers to seek relief in court.
The FCC order also grants the industry
request that local governments not be
allowed to deny a cell phone tower siting
application on the grounds that another
provider already serves the area, arguing
that such action by local governments
would harm competition.
While local government organizations
generally opposed the idea of a shot clock
as an unnecessary federal intrusion into
local zoning authority, the FCC order can
be seen as a partial victory for localities.
FCC decisions in recent years have leaned
heavily in favor of industry requests over
local government objections but this most
recent ruling acknowledges that industry
needs must be balanced with local laws.
A copy of the order can be found on the
FCC website at:
http://hraunfoss.fcc.gov/edocs_public/attac
hmatch/FCC-09-99A1.pdf

HR 3791 would set aside $1 billion
annually for the AFG program, and
would significantly increase the amount
of funding that larger departments may
apply for. The local match would be
reduced from 20 percent to 10 percent
for fire departments protecting
populations of 50,000 or greater, and a
matching requirement waiver would be
created for those facing economic
hardship.

increased from $1 million to $1.5
million.
The bill would also create
“Research and Development Grants”
under FP&S to fund projects focusing on
firefighter health and life safety.
The bill sets aside $1.2 billion annually
for the SAFER program. In order to
make it easier for municipalities to
commit to a SAFER grant the bill would
shorten the grant period from five to
three years and eliminate the current
funding cap. An across-the-board 20
percent local match would replace the
current local matching requirement
which increases each successive year.
HR 3791 would also allow for an
economic hardship matching
requirement waiver.
The Senate is currently working on
companion legislation.

ECONOMIC DEV.
AFG would be modified to permit the
use of grant funds for volunteer,
emergency medical services
organizations, and for certifying fire and
building inspectors employed by a fire
department or serving as a volunteer
building inspector with a fire
department. The bill would also make
state fire training agencies eligible to
receive up to three percent of AFG
funds. HR 3791 would raise the limit on
AFG awards for jurisdictions based on
population as follows:

Senate Committee approves EDA
reauthorization. The Environment and
Public Works Committee unanimously
approved the Economic Development
Revitalization Act of 2009 (S 2778). S
2778 would authorize EDA at $500
million per year from 2009 to 2013 to
provide development grants to
communities with high levels of
economic distress.

•

•

•
•
•
•

$9 million for jurisdictions with
populations of 2.5 million or more
$6 million for jurisdictions with
populations between 1 and 2.5
million
$3 million for jurisdictions with
populations between 500,000 and 1
million
$2 million for jurisdictions with
populations between 100,00 and
500,000
$1 million for jurisdictions with
populations less than 100,000

HR 3791 would set aside ten percent of
AFG funds for the funds for the Fire
Prevention and Safety (FP&S) Grant
program. The bill would eliminate the
matching requirement for fire
departments through FP&S and the
maximum award amount would be

The bill includes several changes to
EDA programs:

•

•

Increases the federal cost share for
areas in which unemployment is
especially high and per capita
income is especially low;
Permits recipients to convert
existing but no longer needed
revolving loan funds to carry out
another EDA eligible project; and
Permits recipients of more than 10
year old grants to buy out the
Government’s interest using a
depreciated figure based on the
project’s estimated useful life.

The current multi -ye ar EDA
authorization expired on September 30,
2008. From 2004 to 2008, EDA awarded
$976 million in public works, economic
adjustment and revolving loan fund
projects. S 2778 will now go before the
full Senate for consideration.
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STIMULUS WATCH
Weekly update on stimulus activities.
National Telecommunications and
Information Administration
NTIA is seeking public comment on issues
relating to the implementation of the
Broadband Technology Opportunities
Program (BTOP). Comments are due
Monday, November 30, 2009:
http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2009/E927359.htm.
NTIA submitted the third quarterly status
report on BTOP to Congress on November
16, 2009. In the report, NTIA stated that it
will not finish allocating the first round of
BTOP funds until February 2010:
http://www.ntia.doc.gov/recovery/index.ht
ml.
Department of Housing and Urban Dev.
HUD has posted a notice making further
corrections to the Neighborhood
Stabilization Program (NSP) 2 NOFA:
http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2009/E927414.htm.
Department of Labor
DOL announced $55 million for grants to
support job training and labor market
information programs to help workers find
jobs in green industries. DOL expects to
release funding for an additional three
green grant award categories over the next
several months:
http://www.doleta.gov/pdf/GreenJobs.pdf.
Department of Energy
DOE has posted EECBG Program
Guidance on sub-grants/loans in response
to the concerns of EECBG recipients. This
notice significantly limits when contract
officers must approve sub-grants and
loans:
http://www.capitaledge.com/eecbg.pdf.

GRANTS & NOTICES
C o r p o r a t i o n f o r Na t i o n a l a n d
Community Service
CNCS announces the anticipated
availability of approximately $1 million
(subject to the availability of
appropriations for FY 2010) for Learn and
Serve America Summer of Service grants.
Programs should be designed for middle
school students to participate in
community-based service-learning projects

Washington Report
that are intensive, structured, supervised,
and designed to produce identifiable
improvements to the community.
Applications are due by December 10,
2009:
http://tiny.cc/IUujp.

applicants include local governments
with a population of 50,000 or less. A
five percent match of cash or in-kind
services is required. Applications are due
on January 20, 2010:
http://tiny.cc/gxvCl.

Department of Homeland Security
The Assistance to Firefighters Grants
program office and help desk have
received numerous inquiries regarding
the eligibility for FY 2009 Staffing for
Adequate Fire and Emergency Response
(SAFER) grants of fire departments that
have planned layoffs of firefighters, but
have not yet implemented the layoffs.
The program guidance states: “the
position must have been the object of a
layoff action that was effected between
January 1, 2008, and October 31, 2009.”
This is interpreted to mean that a notice
must have been issued between January
1, 2008 and October 31, 2009, even if
the actual layoff had not occurred by
October 31, 2009. An applicant's
narrative should be used to explain the
circumstances of the layoff notifications,
such as the date of notification and the
effective date of the lay off. The FY
2009 SAFER program guidance does not
set aside a specific portion of funding for
the rehiring of laid-off firefighters, but
applicants are instructed to abide by this
definition if requesting funding for the
purpose of rehiring laid-off firefighters.
For program guidance and FAQs, see:
http://www.firegrantsupport.com/safer/.

HUD is accepting comments on its
drafted legislation for the Choice
Neighborhoods Initiative. Comments are
to be submitted November 24, 2009:
http://tiny.cc/rS9z6.

Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) issued a final rule
amending FEMA’s Public Assistance
eligibility regulations regarding
reimbursement for sheltering and
evacuation costs incurred outside of a
declared emergency or disaster area. The
ruling is effective December 21, 2009:
http://tiny.cc/E1PlL.
Dept. of Housing and Urban Dev.
HUD released the Notice of Funding
Availability for the FY 2009 HOPE VI
Main Street Grants program. The
purpose of this program is “to provide
grants to small communities to assist in
the rejuvenation of an historic or
traditional central business district or
“Main Street” area by replacing unused
commercial space in buildings with
affordable housing units.” Eligible

Federal Transit Administration
FTA issued a notice of proposed policy
statement on the radius around a public
transportation stop or station in which
FTA will consider pedestrian and bicycle
improvements eligible for FTA funding.
Current FTA policy considers pedestrian
facilities within 1,500 feet of a transit
stop to be functionally related to transit
and thus eligible for FTA funding. The
proposed policy states that “all
pedestrian improvements located within
one-half mile and all bicycle
improvements located within three miles
of a public transportation stop or station
shall have a de facto physical and
functional relationship to public
transportation” and would thus be
eligible for FTA funding:
http://tiny.cc/Un463.
Substance Abuse & Mental Health
Services Administration
SAMHSA’s Center for Substance Abuse
Treatment announced the availability of
FY 2010 funding for Projects to Deliver
Peer-to-Peer Recovery Support Services.
The purpose of these grants is to deliver
peer-to-peer recovery support services
that help prevent relapse and promote
sustained recovery from alcohol and
drug use disorders. Anticipated funding
of $2.2 million will be given through a
total of 6 awards. No match is required.
Applications are due by February 10,
2010:
http://tiny.cc/1Bf22.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

November 23, 2009

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Bruce D. Dart, Ph.D., Health Director, 441-8093
Andrea Mason, Manager, Community Health Services, 441-8054

Appointments for H1N1 Vaccine Are Available
The Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department continues to make appointments for
individuals within the priority groups that want to obtain the H1N1 vaccine. There are plenty of
open appointment times for the week of November 30th to December 4th. To make an
appointment, call 441-6262. The shots are available Monday-Friday, 8:00 AM - 4:15 PM at the
Health Department and there is no cost for the vaccine.
Priority Groups include:
•

Pregnant women

•

Caregivers in the household where there are children under 6 months of age

•

Children and youth 6 months of age through 24 years of age

•

Adults 25-64 years of age with certain chronic medical conditions, i.e., heart disease, lung
disease, asthma, and/or diabetes, or a weakened immune system, chronic health
conditions.

•

Health care workers and EMS personnel providing direct care

Children under 10 years of age must get 2 shots. The H1N1 vaccine is also available to the
priority groups at many of the physician offices in the community.
The Health Department is located at 32nd & O Street. Individuals should park and enter on the
east side of the building. The H1N1 vaccine clinic is located in the lower level (basement) of the
building.

###

Tammy J. Grammer
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Barbara Hansen [b.hansen@lincolnlibraries.org]
Wednesday, November 25, 2009 10:23 AM
brsupr@lincolnlibraries.org; jswanson@journalstar.com; Tammy J. Grammer; Diane K.
Gonzolas; info@downtownlincoln.org; newscrew@statepaper.com; amy.adams@wowt.com;
eandersen@journalstar.com; pbeutler@journalstar.com; voicenews@inebraska.com;
dennis.buckley@lee.net; rc34712@windstream.net; chicksdigdeals@gmail.com;
ddwinell@klkntv.com; nfinken2@unl.edu; guide@todointhistown.com;
troy.frankforter@kolnkgin.com; mhaggar@klkntv.com; njenkins@ap.org;
k.jeune@lincolnlibraries.org; johnsong@wowt.com; rjohnson@threeeagles.com;
p.jorgensen@mail.lcl.lib.ne.us; calendars@journalstar.com; jkirkpatrick@mchenrylaw.com;
clangekubick@journalstar.com; p.leach@lincolnlibraries.org; randy.lube@kolnkgin.com;
gm@kzum.org; lincolnkids@diodecom.net; newsdesk@cretenews.net;
g.mickells@mail.lcl.lib.ne.us; rmoody@klkntv.com; johanlon1@unl.edu;
events@Lincoln55Plus.com; news@owh.com; news42@kptm.com; citydesk@nebweb.com;
dn@unl.edu; rshannon@hearst.com; april@eagleprinting.biz; erictaylor@clearchannel.com;
lvanhoosen@klkntv.com; maja@nebheavyindustries.com
American Indian Heritage Read-In at Lincoln City Libraries

FOR RELEASE: November 25, 2009
CONTACT: Sheila Jacobs, Outreach Supervisor
PHONE: 402-441-8546
E-MAIL: s.jacobs@lincolnlibraries.org
Plan to attend the 3rd annual American Indian Heritage Read-In hosted by Lincoln City Libraries and the
Nebraska Indian Commission on Thursday, December 3, 12 noon, Walt Branch Library, 6701 So. 14th Street.
In recognition and celebration of American Indian Heritage Month, invited guests, ranging from students to
working professionals, will read aloud excerpts by and about American Indians. This enlightening and
educational event highlights an appreciation for the history and culture of American Indians.
On display will be the artwork of seventeen Native American elementary school students who participated
in Native American Art Day co-sponsored by the Indian Center, Inc’s Circles of Care Project and Lincoln
Public Schools’ Indian Education.
For additional information, contact Lincoln City Libraries, 441-8500, www.lincolnlibraries.org.

Barbara Hansen
Administrative Aide
Lincoln City Libraries
402-441-8512
Have you read the 2009 One Book - One Lincoln title
"People of the Book" by Geraldine Brooks?
Pick your copy up at the library today.
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Jean Preister
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Teresa A. McKinstry
Tuesday, November 24, 2009 9:21 AM
Sandy L. Dubas
Joan E. Ross; Judy A. Roscoe; Jean Preister
Administrative Amendment approvals

There were no Administrative Amendments approved for the week of 11/17/09 through 11/23/09.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Teresa McKinstry
Lincoln-Lancaster County Planning Dept.
555 S. 10th St. #213
Lincoln NE 68508
402-441-6162
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Tammy J. Grammer
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

WebForm [none@lincoln.ne.gov]
Friday, November 20, 2009 11:27 PM
Tammy J. Grammer
InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council
Name:
Address:
City:

Joseph Tindle
4603 Greenwood Street
Lincoln, NE 68504‐2049

Phone:
Fax:
Email:
Comment or Question:
With the recent installation of "quiet zones" in north Lincoln. Particularly at both 44th &
Cornhusker and 35 & Cornhusker. Is there any form of oversight in place to make certain that
the railroad follows the FRA regulations regarding quiet zones? Is there some form of
disciplinary action that can be taken in the event of a violation? And is there any way the
public can inform the "proper authorities" if there is a violation? If so, whom would that
be?
Even thought I have close family members working for the railroad, there has been countless
times that the quiet zone was violated, day and night. And no other factors were in place to
justify their actions.
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ADDENDUM
TO
DIRECTORS’ AGENDA
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2009
I.

CITY CLERK - None

II.

CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE MAYOR & DIRECTORS TO COUNCIL MAYOR 1.

NEWS ADVISORY - RE: Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule for Week of November 26,
through December 4, 2009 - Schedule subject to change (Forward and copy sent out in
Council packets on 11/25/09).

2.

NEWS RELEASE - RE: Mayor Beutler’s Thanksgiving Message (Forward and copy sent
out in Council packets on 11/25/09)

DIRECTORS - None

III.

COUNCIL RFI’S & CITIZENS CORRESPONDENCE TO INDIVIDUAL COUNCIL
MEMBERS JON CAMP -

IV.

1.

E-Mail to Dave Landis, Urban Development Director - RE: 09R-220 - Resolution on
Block 68.

2.

E-Mail to Marvin Krout, Planning Director - RE: South 56th - Old Cheney to Pine Lake.

3.

E-Mail to Trish Owen and Police Chief Tom Casady - RE: 11th and L.

4.

E-Mail to Dave Landis, Urban Development Director - RE: Catalyst Project.

CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS TO COUNCIL - None

daadd113009/tjg

Tammy J. Grammer
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Jon Camp
Thursday, November 26, 2009 12:32 PM
David Landis
Tammy J. Grammer
09R-220 Resolution on Block 68

Director Landis:
I have reviewed the above noted legislation and have several questions.
1. Please detail the anticipated TIF dollars that will be available--both total and an estimated itemization of how the TIF
will be applied. (See Paragraph 14 of Resolution). Please define by "Priority" in terms of dollars allocated out of the
proposed $4,383,000 TIF).
2. Please explain the "Public Enhancements" that are envisioned within the Redevelopment Agreement.
3. Please explain the anticipated Public Art--location and cost allocation.
a. How will the Public Art be funded?
4. Please explain the difference between "Public Improvements" and "Public Enhancements".
a. It will be helpful to have (1) a description/itemization of each, (2) the cost for each item and (3) the source of
funds for each item
5. Use Restrictions--what value do you place on these restrictions?
6. Paragraph 13--"Redeveloper Purchased TIF Bond"--do you consider this proposed TIF Bond to be a "developer
purchased"? It also reads that the "Redeveloper's lender" which is not merely the Developer.
7. Please provide your calculation worksheet detailing your computation to arrive at the $4.383 million TIF proceeds.
8. Since this project will be part of the Lincoln Center Redevelopment Plan, please explain how this project will be
monitored to ensure the full assessed valuation is achieved, thereby supporting the TIF $4.838 million.
9. Please provide evidence that the Acher Arms, LLC has the ability to develop this property, i.e. please explain the
disposition of current lease arrangements for the property.
a. Is there a cost involved to terminate the existing parking lease?
b. If so, what is the "source of the funds" to pay for the termination of the parking lease?
10. Please explain the City's plans to provide for alternative parking to meet the needs of the businesses currently served
by Block 68.
a. What cost is estimated?
b. What is the source of the funds to pay for the alternative parking?
c. What are the implications on other downtown parking projects?
d. Is any of the TIF being used for these parking needs?
e. How many parking spaces currently exist on Block 68?
f. How many parking spaces will be created on Block 68?
g. How many parking spaces will be needed for the hotel, commercial tenants and residential tenants on the new
development on Block 68?
h. How much of the TIF proceeds are anticipated to be used for the underground parking created on Block 68?
i. Site preparation?
j. Construction?
1

11. Has an economic analysis been prepared on this Block 68 Project detailing the outcome for employment, sales tax,
job creation (during construction and long term full-time and part-time), compensation levels of created jobs?
12. What impact will the Block 68 hotel have on existing hotels and their tax base? With the City of Lincoln and other
taxing authorities suffer tax losses and/or erosion due to this new project?
Thank you for your response as soon as possible on these questions.
Jon

Jon A. Camp
Lincoln City Council
402.474.1838 (personal office)
ec: Lincoln City Council Members
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Tammy J. Grammer
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jon Camp
Thursday, November 26, 2009 12:37 PM
Tammy J. Grammer
FW: South 56th -- Old Cheney to Pine Lake

Please provide for my City Council colleagues and public distribution.
Jon A. Camp
Lincoln City Council
402.474.1838 (personal office)
From: Jon Camp
Sent: Thursday, November 26, 2009 12:34 PM
To: Marvin S. Krout
Cc: David and Janice White; Thomas S. Shafer; Roger A. Figard; Greg S. MacLean; Trish A. Owen
Subject: RE: South 56th -- Old Cheney to Pine Lake
Director Krout:
Thank you for your response. I would ask that with the current flow of stimulus funds from Washington, D.C., and the
unknown future "new" stimulus funds, that all City of Lincoln officials be mindful of the S. 56th Street needs.
Other projects have been shifted to the forefront and this particular segment is critical to the "north-south" evolution of
good transportation routes in Lincoln.
The approximate $8.3 million cost of the project is formidable, but necessary.
Thank you,
Jon
Jon A. Camp
Lincoln City Council
402.474.1838 (personal office)
From: Marvin S. Krout
Sent: Wednesday, November 18, 2009 12:53 PM
To: Jon Camp
Cc: David and Janice White; Thomas S. Shafer; Roger A. Figard; Greg S. MacLean; Trish A. Owen
Subject: RE: South 56th -- Old Cheney to Pine Lake

Jon and Mr and Mrs. White: attached is the page from the current CIP that shows the current
best guess as to when we anticipate funds will be available for the 56th Street project (and also
for Old Cheney Road). Of course the CIP is just a "plan" beyond the first (current) year which is
voted on by the City Council as part of your annual budget. Forecasted revenues may change
from what they appear to be today, and as projects get closer to the front of the line, the
Council may decide to change priorities that are reflected in the CIP today.
According to Thomas Shafer in Public Works, the plans have been completed. If the revenues
are available as anticipated, and the Council votes next summer as part of your 2010-11 budget
to dedicate funds for the 56th Street project, then PW will begin ROW acquisition and doing the
1

required public and agency reviews. And if the Council votes to follow the CIP in future years,
then PW should be able to move into construction in the spring of 2012 or 2013.
I hope this is helpful; if you have any more specific questions about the 56th Street project, they
would best be addressed to Thomas.
Marvin S. Krout, Director
Lincoln‐Lancaster County Planning Department
555 South 10th Street, Room 213
Lincoln, NE 68510
402‐441‐6366
From: Jon Camp
Sent: Tuesday, November 17, 2009 10:18 AM
To: Marvin S. Krout
Cc: Jon Camp; David and Janice White
Subject: RE: South 56th -- Old Cheney to Pine Lake
Marvin:
Are we making any progress on the South 56th project, i.e. widening between Old Cheney and Pine Lake?
What are the timetables in our CIP for (1) Right-of-Way acquisition and (2) construction?
Thank you. Please copy Janice and Dave White on your response.
Jon
Jon A. Camp
Lincoln City Council
402.474.1838 (personal office)
From: Jon Camp [JonCamp@lincolnhaymarket.com]
Sent: Tuesday, November 17, 2009 10:08 AM
To: David and Janice White
Cc: Jon Camp
Subject: RE: South 56th
Janice and Dave:
Thanks. . .my brain may be “getting full”!
I will double check, but with the federal stimulus funds, I pushed quite hard for widening S. 56th. The Mayor responded
saying this is not “shovel ready” and will cost too much.
Regardless, I will copy you on an inquiry.
Jon

JON A. CAMP
Haymarket Square/CH, Ltd.
200 Haymarket Square
808 P Street
P.O. Box 82307
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Lincoln, NE 68501-2307
Office:
Fax:
Cell:

402.474.1838
402.474.1838
402.560.1001

Email:
joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com
If opportunity doesn't knock, build a door.
~Milton Berle
From: David and Janice White [mailto:dwhite@inebraska.com]
Sent: Tuesday, November 17, 2009 10:05 AM
To: Jon Camp
Subject: Re: South 56th
You are correct - Old Cheney to Pine Lake on 56th.----- Original Message ----From: Jon Camp
To: David and Janice White
Sent: Tuesday, November 17, 2009 9:49 AM
Subject: RE: South 56th
Janice:
I am experiencing a “brain lapse”. . .refresh my memory on right of way location. I think you were referring to Old Cheney
to Pine Lake, but I need nudging.
Thanks!
Jon

JON A. CAMP
Haymarket Square/CH, Ltd.
200 Haymarket Square
808 P Street
P.O. Box 82307
Lincoln, NE 68501-2307
Office:
Fax:
Cell:

402.474.1838
402.474.1838
402.560.1001

Email:
joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com
If opportunity doesn't knock, build a door.
~Milton Berle
From: David and Janice White [mailto:dwhite@inebraska.com]
Sent: Monday, November 16, 2009 4:57 PM
To: Jon Camp
Subject: South 56th
Any progress, i.e. buying right of way? Keep me posted
Janice White
\
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dwhite@inebraska.com
No virus found in this incoming message.
Checked by AVG - www.avg.com
Version: 8.5.425 / Virus Database: 270.14.60/2495 - Release Date: 11/16/09 07:43:00
No virus found in this incoming message.
Checked by AVG - www.avg.com
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Tammy J. Grammer
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Jon Camp
Thursday, November 26, 2009 12:40 PM
Trish A. Owen; Tom K Casady
tuland@downtownlincoln.org; Tammy J. Grammer
RE: 11th and L

Good news:
Mr. Abram Morales, the owner of La Tapatia, has agreed to reimburse those individuals who were towed. I personally
visited with him and have notified both Mr. Bob Hinman and Mr. Dave DeBoer of their need to submit a request directly to
Mr. Morales.
Hopefully this will smooth the poor impression given by the miscommunications that evening. Mr. Morales also indicated
he would be seeking a different towing company for future assistance, to ensure this does not happen again. The towing
company refused to participate in this reimbursement.
Jon
Jon A. Camp
Lincoln City Council
402.474.1838 (personal office)
From: Trish A. Owen
Sent: Tuesday, November 10, 2009 9:17 AM
To: Tom K Casady
Cc: Jon Camp
Subject: RE: 11th and L

Thank you Tom, Jon…..here is your answer. I must have missed the article in the LJS.
Trish
Trish Owen, MPA
Deputy Chief of Staff
Office of the Mayor
555 S. 10th Street, Suite 208
Lincoln, NE 68508
(402) 441‐7511 (Office)
(402) 430‐3390 (Cellular)
(402) 441‐7120 (Fax)
From: Tom Casady [mailto:tcasady@lincoln.ne.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, November 10, 2009 9:15 AM
To: Trish A. Owen
Subject: RE: 11th and L
TrishArticle in the paper this morning, and chatter on KLIN @ 0700 regarding this--including Jon Camp. Apparently the owner
of the restaurant charged people $10, then had them towed off the lot after 10:00 PM. It was in the "fine print" according
the the LJS article. This had nothing whatsoever to do with the City of Lincoln or the Police Department. It is typical for
1

people to call us when they discover that their car has been towed from a private lot, because they figure it was the police
who took it, or that it has been stolen. We do our best to help them figure out where it has gone.
http://www.journalstar.com/news/local/article_09235674-cd9c-11de-b8b0-001cc4c03286.html
Tom

From: Trish A. Owen [mailto:TOwen@lincoln.ne.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, November 10, 2009 8:21 AM
To: Tom K Casady
Subject: 11th and L

Tom‐
Did you get any information regarding twenty cars being towed from the 11th and L location after the Nebraska
football game on Saturday? Jon Camp
stopped me and said a friend of his called him at midnight because he and nineteen other cars had been towed. He
said they all paid $10.00 to park at this location (by the Mexican restaurant/grocery store) I believe, and when they
came back all their cars had been towed? I think the police did get called
but I don’t know if it was from the auto owners or from a business owner.
Trish
Trish Owen, MPA
Deputy Chief of Staff
Office of the Mayor
555 S. 10th Street, Suite 208
Lincoln, NE 68508
(402) 441‐7511 (Office)
(402) 430‐3390 (Cellular)
(402) 441‐7120 (Fax)
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Tammy J. Grammer
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Jon Camp
Friday, November 27, 2009 10:32 AM
David Landis
Tammy J. Grammer
Catalyst Project

Director Landis:
Mayor Beutler announced the Catalyst project last week and awarded the project to WRK LLC. The Lincoln Journal article
mentioned $27.1 million dollars for the project.
Would you please provide a breakdown of the $27.1 million?
1. How much is the private developer committing?
2. How much TIF is projected?
a. Are the TIF funds part of the $27.1 million?
3. How much will the City pay for the parking garage?
a. Is this part of the $27.1 million?
4. How much is the developer committing to invest?
5. Please identify the City's costs to acquire the land
a. 2 restaurant properties
b. Starship Theatre
c. Douglas Theatre
d. Projected/negotiated cost for the remaining building on 13th Street
6. The LJS article indicate there would be 20,000 Square Feet of commercial space
a. Please identify targeted users
b. There have been rumors of a CVS Pharmacy locating here. Is that correct?
c. Will the restaurants located in the existing building on 13th Street occupy part of the 20,000 SF?
d. If #b and #c are correct, will there be any remaining commercial space?
7. Tax Increment Financing--TIF
a. Again, how much is projected?
b. What are the proposed uses of the TIF?
c. Please identify the estimated TF amounts to be used for each aspect
8. When the former Chinese restaurant property was acquired, US Properties assisted in the purchase.
a. Please explain how that transaction occurred
b. Has US Properties been reimbursed for its expenditure?
c. Any other consideration given in this transaction?
9. Since the City will build the parking garage, how will the property be allocated for property tax purposes?
a. Residential units
b. Commercial space
10. Residential units--noted these will be 2 and 4 bedroom units--what is the expected price range for the condos?
11. Are there any other financial details I am omitting in my questions that are significant in this project?
Thank you in advance for your response.
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Jon
Jon A. Camp
Lincoln City Council
402.474.1838 (personal office)

2

