AGENDA
DIRECTORS’ MEETING
MONDAY, AUGUST 24, 2009
2:00 p.m.
COUNTY/CITY BUILDING
CONFERENCE ROOM 113
I.

CITY CLERK

II. CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE MAYOR & DIRECTORS TO COUNCIL
MAYOR
1. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor says SummerWorks program a success.
2. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor Beutler’s statement on the death of Terry Bundy.
3. NEWS RELEASE. City earns Groundwater Guardian designation.
4. NEWS RELEASE. City providing shuttles for today’s Health Care Forum.
5. NEWS RELEASE. Dates announced for 27th Street closures.
CITY OMBUDSMAN
1. Reply to Christopher Cashmere’s email regarding the unwelcomed and unwanted feeling at
the Ager Jr. Golf Course when his 5 ½ year old son was refused play on the course due to
his age.
DIRECTORS
FINANCE/BUDGET
1. Memo from Steve Hubka, Budget Officer, on August sales tax reports reflecting June
activity:
a) Actual Compared to Projected Sales Tax Collections;
b) Gross Sales Tax Collections (With Refunds Added Back In) 2003-2004 Through
2008-2009; and
c) Sales Tax Refunds 2003-2004 Through 2008-2009.
2. Memo from Steve Hubka, Budget Officer, regarding the budget resolution including the
schedules for 2009-2010 as amended by the Council:
a) Budget resolution.
HEALTH DEPARTMENT
1. NEWS RELEASE. Fall HHW (Household Hazardous Waste) collection season begins.
2. NEWS RELEASE. Clean up litter from local shorelines and banks of lakes and streams.
PLANNING DEPARTMENT
1. Lincoln-Lancaster County Planning Department newsletter posted on web page. Access at:
http://www.lincoln.ne.gov/city/plan/news/index.htm

PUBLIC WORKS/ENGINEERING
1. Letter to Mark Kurtenbach from Roger Figard, City Engineer, regarding concerns with the
safety and traffic flow on Old Cheney Road from 70th Street to 84th Street. Correspondence
from Mr. Kurtenbach and Mayor Beutler included.
URBAN DEVELOPMENT
1. Urban Development Department’s quarterly newsletter, The Urban Page, is available at:
http://www.lincoln.ne.gov/city/urban/reports/urbanpg.htm
III. COUNCIL RFI’S AND CITIZEN CORRESPONDENCE TO INDIVIDUAL COUNCIL
MEMBERS
IV. CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS TO COUNCIL
1. InterLinc correspondence from Andrea Koerner against the proposed cell tax increase.
2. InterLinc correspondence from Jessica Gropp regarding human and animal safety at
Holmes Lake Park run with pit bulls off of leashes. (Forwarded to the Parks and
Recreation Department)
3. InterLinc correspondence from Julie Corey regarding two pit bulls, without leashes, at
Rickman Dog Run intimidating both Ms. Corey and her dog. (Forwarded to the Parks and
Recreation Department)
4. InterLinc correspondence from Jim Easom questioning if an empty metal building next to
the Harris overpass is city property and possibly could be removed.
5. InterLinc correspondence from Laurie Stoehr-Tallman. Very frustrated in not being able to
building permit on purchased building, with timeline to move from the current building.
V.

ADJOURNMENT
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CITY OF LINCOLN
NEBRASKA

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 17, 2009
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831
Dan Cain, Urban Development, 441-7111

MAYOR SAYS SUMMERWORKS PROGRAM A SUCCESS
Mayor Chris Beutler today said the SummerWorks Program, funded through the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act, has so far provided jobs for 177 young people in the Lincoln area. The City received
$408,803 for the program, which is employing low-income youth ages 14 to 24 at 81 sites in Lincoln as well as
Lancaster and Saunders counties. (A list follows this release.)
“This federal stimulus program is having a direct impact on these young people who are working and earning
wages, some for the first time,” Mayor Beutler said. “The positive effects of SummerWorks will continue for
these young workers who now have job experience and a better understanding of workplace expectations. We
also appreciate the extra help at a time when budgets for City agencies and other non-profits are tight.”
Participants earn $7.25 an hour working at public and private non-profit organizations. The program began in
May and was scheduled to run through September, but Dan Cain, Manager of Workforce Investment for the
City Urban Development Department, said it will likely be extended.
City job sites included the Lincoln Commission on Human Rights (LCHR), Lincoln Fire and Rescue, Lincoln
City Libraries, One Stop Employment Solutions (Urban Development Department), Parks and Recreation and
Public Works and Utilities.
SummerWorks participant Keri Anderson said her experience at LCHR is helping her improve her phone,
computer and presentation skills while helping people and helping end discrimination. “Working at the Lincoln
Commission on Human Rights has been a wonderful and testing experience. This opportunity opened my eyes
and improved my ability to be a better, harder worker,” she said.
Cain said SummerWorks is helping to address a national problem – the 70 percent jobless rate for 16- to 24year olds not attending school. Some of the young people employed by SummerWorks also participated in a
“Strengths Quest” workshop. After the participants took the Clifton StrengthsFinder, Gallup gave a
presentation on the Strengths Theory and facilitated activities that helped participants understand their particular
strengths and how to apply those strengths to their career planning.
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CITY OF LINCOLN
NEBRASKA

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 17, 2009
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

MAYOR'S BEUTLER'S STATEMENT ON THE DEATH OF TERRY BUNDY
“Terry Bundy was an extraordinary public servant with a remarkable record of achievement. He was one of
those people who worked quietly, often behind the scenes, to build this community. The more you worked with
him, the more you experienced how this quiet, competent and confident style was more powerful than any more
aggressive approach.
“Terry also was very courageous in his willingness to stand behind decisions that were not always popular in the
short term. His interests were in the long-term benefit to the people, and because of that focus, his contributions
to the community will be felt for many generations.”
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CITY OF LINCOLN
NEBRASKA

PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT
2740 “A” Street, Lincoln, NE 68502, 441-7847, fax 441-8706
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 18, 2009
FOR MORE INFORMATION: J.J. Yost, Planning and Construction Manager, 441-8255

CITY EARNS GROUNDWATER GUARDIAN DESIGNATION
The Lincoln Parks and Recreation Department's four maintenance districts have earned Groundwater Guardian
Green Site designation for the second year in a row. The Groundwater Foundation developed the program to
encourage groundwater-friendly practices.
J.J. Yost, Planning and Construction Manager for the Parks and Recreation Department, said applicants
document the environmental impact of their current practices for highly-managed green spaces such as golf
courses, ball fields, nature centers and parks. The Groundwater Foundation looks at pesticide and fertilizer use,
water use, pollution prevention, water quality and environmental stewardship in making its designations.
More information on the Groundwater Foundation is available at www.groundwater.org. More information on
Lincoln's parks is available at parks.lincoln.ne.gov.
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CITY OF LINCOLN
NEBRASKA

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 20, 2009
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831
Sgt. Don Scheinost, Lincoln Police Department, 441-7215
Greg Topil, Public Works and Utilities, 441-7711
Molly Nance, Madonna Rehabilitation Hospital, 429-6106

CITY PROVIDING SHUTTLES FOR TODAY'S HEALTH CARE FORUM
The City of Lincoln is advising those attending U.S. Senator Ben Nelson's health care forum at Madonna
Rehabilitation Hospital this afternoon to use off-site parking on the east side of Seacrest Field, 70th and “A”
streets. Free StarTran shuttle service will be provided to Madonna beginning at noon. The forum begins at 3
p.m. at Madonna, 5401 South Street, and parking at that site is very limited. The City Public Works and
Utilities Department will post large message boards at Madonna directing traffic to Seacrest Field.
The Lincoln Police Department advises that weapons, backpacks and larger bags will not be allowed into the
Madonna facility. The number of people allowed inside the facility is limited. Standing room will be
provided outside in the northwest area of the Madonna campus, and speakers will be provided so the
overflow crowd can hear the discussion.
- 30 MEDIA NOTE: Media parking will be provided south of the main entrance of Madonna off South St.
Media vehicles will be directed to park on the grass on the east side of that entrance.

CITY OF LINCOLN
NEBRASKA

PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES DEPARTMENT
Engineering Services, 531 Westgate Blvd., Lincoln, NE 68528, 441-7711, fax 441-6576
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 20, 2009
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Larry Duensing, Engineering Services, 441-7711

DATES ANNOUNCED FOR 27TH STREET CLOSURES
The southbound lanes of S. 27th St. from Capital Parkway closed this morning for resurfacing. Once those
lanes are completed, they will be reopened, and the northbound lanes closed. The closure of the northbound
lanes is now expected to take place at 6 a.m. Wednesday, August 26.
The detour route is Capital Parkway to “A” Street to 27th Street.
The night time closure of the 27th and Capital Parkway intersection for resurfacing is scheduled for the
evenings of August 27th, 28th and 29th. The intersection will be closed those nights from 8 p.m. to 6 a.m.
The detour for these closures is Capital Parkway, to Randolph St., 33rd St. and Capital Parkway.
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Mary M. Meyer
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Lin Quenzer
Tuesday, August 18, 2009 5:04 PM
'Christopher Cashmere'
Council Packet
RE: Unwanted and Unwelcome at the Ager Jr. Golf Course?

Dear Mr. Cashmere:
Thanks for taking the time to write Mayor Beutler about Ager Junior Golf Course's refusal to
let your 5 1/2 year old son play the course with you. I'm very sorry you had a bad
experience with our recreational services and am investigating your concerns with the Parks &
Rec Department. Someone from the Parks & Rec Department will be contacting you at the
request of the Mayor's office regarding the issues you have raised. I will be monitoring the
department's response to your concerns. Your efforts in bringing this to the attention of
the Mayor's office is very much appreciated. If you would like to contact me with more
information or if you have other questions about City government operations, please feel free
to do so at any time.
Sincerely,
Lin Quenzer
Ombudsman
Office of the Mayor
City of Lincoln, Nebraska
555 South 10th Street, Suite 208
Lincoln, NE 68508
lquenzer@lincoln.ne.gov
402.441.7511

‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐
From: Christopher Cashmere [mailto:chris.cashmere@inbox.com]
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2009 11:19 PM
To: Mary A. Johnson; Lynn Johnson; Dale R. Hardy; Steve M. Hiller; Mayor; Jonathan A. Cook;
Doug Emery; Jon Camp; John Spatz; Eugene W. Carroll; Adam A. Hornung; Jayne L. Snyder
Subject: Unwanted and Unwelcome at the Ager Jr. Golf Course?
Parks and Rec Staff, Mayor Beutler, and City Council Members.
I just want to let you know how upset we are with the City of Lincoln's policy of only
allowing kids 7 years of age and up play at the Ager Junior Golf Course. I could not believe
it when the person at the course "Jay" asserted "the pro did not want them out there unless
they are seven years old." The only thing I can think is how do people, who's job it is to
promote the game of golf, come up with a policy to exclude certain kids from using the
"junior" or kids golf course? I can maybe see having an age limit on a "regular" course, and
that is a big maybe, but on a golf course that was made for and meant for kids? My son is
welcome to use the adult versions of bowling alleys, tennis courts, basketball courts,
baseball fields, soccer fields, bike paths, swimming pools, frisbee golf courses, and driving
ranges, but is not welcome to use a golf course meant for kids? What do you feel is so
special or sacred about your Junior golf course that you must exclude the youngest
participants? Is it because you feel they are not good enough to play, would not play fast
enough, or would get hurt? Rather than an age restriction why don't you have a policy
requiring a parent or adult to go with kids under 12. If you are worried about slow play you
can keep play moving by encouraging golfers young and old, who are having a little trouble
1

with a hole, to pick up the ball after a 5 or 6 stokes and place it on the green and put it
out. An 8 or 9 stroke maximum seems very reasonable since I just watched Padraig Harrington,
the #11 ranked player in the world, get an 8 on a par 3 and it took him the better part of 20
minutes to do it. I do not think my son or I would do much worse than that. I am also not
sure of the difference between a 5, 6, or 7 year old when it comes to safety or liability,
especially if a parent is with them. He is certainly more likely to get hurt riding his bike
or playing soccer than playing golf. I wonder the response you would get if the "Golf Pro" at
the Highlands or Holmes Lake decided he "did not want anyone out there" unless they are under
90 years old because they, are not good enough, will play too slow, or might get hurt.
Doesn't seem kind of ridiculous to exclude someone from playing golf because of their age or
ability? Is there any good reason to exclude anyone from participating in a round of golf? I
also hope parks and rec are not planning on extending their 'philosophy' of allowing only the
seemingly able to use certain city facilities to some or all of the Special Olympic athletes
coming here next summer? Or are they? Perhaps the "Pro" and parks and rec staff who write and
approve the policies at Ager should read the "Welcome" on the http://www.agergolf.com/ 'Ager
Golf' home page..."Our mission is to provide a stress free golf experience no matter what
your age or skill level." It seems to me you have abandoned or a least lost sight of your
mission at Ager.
My son, who is 5 and 1/2, just wants to play golf with his Dad on a real golf course and I
would love to take him. How about you open up the "kids golf course" for all kids to play on?
Let everyone play, good or bad, fast or slow, old or young. If you have the desire to play,
can swing a club, and have about 2 hours you are welcome at Ager!
Christopher Cashmere
3510 West Plum Street
Lincoln NE, 68522
402‐438‐9512
chris.cashmere@inbox.com

2

Mary M. Meyer
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

SHubka@lincoln.ne.gov
Thursday, August 20, 2009 12:47 PM
Council Packet
RobertBalfany@usbank.com
August sales tax reports
BFb090820-1.pdf; BFb090820-2.pdf; BFb090820-3.pdf; BFb090820-4.pdf

Attached are the August sales tax reports reflecting June activity. This completes the
fiscal year for sales tax and clearly it was not a good year.
Our projections for 2009‐2010 are scaled back and we'll be tracking them closely as the new
fiscal year begins.
(See attached file: BFb090820‐1.pdf)(See attached file: BFb090820‐2.pdf) (See attached file:
BFb090820‐3.pdf)(See attached file: BFb090820‐4.pdf)
****************************
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e‐mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use
of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any
unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e‐mail and destroy all copies of the
original message.
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Actual Compared to
Projected Sales Tax Collections
2008-09
PROJECTED
SEPTEMBER
$4,648,330
OCTOBER
$4,842,011
NOVEMBER
$4,836,314
DECEMBER
$4,534,401
JANUARY
$4,654,027
FEBRUARY
$5,930,039
MARCH
$4,312,238
APRIL
$4,101,468
MAY
$4,785,046
JUNE
$4,631,241
JULY
$4,699,599
AUGUST
$4,990,120
TOTAL

$56,964,834

2008-09
ACTUAL
$4,377,476
$4,736,074
$4,851,237
$4,336,273
$4,209,000
$5,691,880
$4,184,988
$4,048,629
$4,626,889
$4,179,081
$4,169,394
$4,844,454

VARIANCE
FROM
PROJECTED
($270,854)
($105,937)
$14,923
($198,128)
($445,027)
($238,159)
($127,250)
($52,839)
($158,157)
($452,160)
($530,205)
($145,666)

$54,255,375

($2,709,459)

$ CHANGE % CHANGE
FR. 07-08
FR. 07-08
($144,262)
-3.19%
($237,187)
-4.77%
$191,378
4.11%
($387,336)
-8.20%
($381,789)
-8.32%
$585,203
11.46%
$88,852
2.17%
($70,083)
-1.70%
($103,949)
-2.20%
($543,861)
-11.52%
($336,398)
-7.47%
($138,490)
-2.78%
($1,477,922)

-2.65%

Actual collections through August are 4.76 % below projections for the year

CITY OF LINCOLN
GROSS SALES TAX COLLECTIONS
(WITH REFUNDS ADDED BACK IN)
2003-2004 THROUGH 2008-2009

SEPTEMBER

ACTUAL
2003-2004
$4,453,875

ACTUAL
2004-2005
$4,648,160

ACTUAL
2005-2006
$4,630,210

ACTUAL
2006-2007
$4,573,597

% CHG.
FR. PRIOR
YEAR
-1.22%

ACTUAL
2007-2008
$4,612,020

% CHG.
FR. PRIOR
YEAR
0.84%

ACTUAL
2008-2009
$4,812,555

% CHG.
FR. PRIOR
YEAR
4.35%

OCTOBER

$4,670,587

$4,706,690

$4,823,369

$4,712,519

-2.30%

$5,052,950

7.22%

$4,845,000

-4.12%

NOVEMBER

$4,526,166

$4,687,792

$4,799,275

$4,658,480

-2.93%

$4,818,715

3.44%

$4,937,998

2.48%

DECEMBER

$4,314,111

$4,500,338

$4,511,403

$4,445,761

-1.46%

$4,753,456

6.92%

$4,545,947

-4.37%

JANUARY

$4,335,924

$4,264,010

$4,342,902

$4,554,634

4.88%

$4,617,097

1.37%

$4,465,270

-3.29%

FEBRUARY

$5,531,405

$6,086,841

$5,797,893

$5,993,653

3.38%

$5,596,617

-6.62%

$5,775,594

3.20%

MARCH

$3,980,041

$4,158,874

$4,247,908

$4,125,074

-2.89%

$4,421,405

7.18%

$4,258,773

-3.68%

APRIL

$3,889,388

$4,097,988

$3,991,159

$4,018,709

0.69%

$4,227,476

5.19%

$4,119,617

-2.55%

MAY

$4,602,788

$4,730,317

$4,543,369

$4,895,921

7.76%

$4,753,366

-2.91%

$4,744,089

-0.20%

JUNE

$4,599,245

$4,557,735

$4,539,614

$4,664,470

2.75%

$4,859,251

4.18%

$4,624,054

-4.84%

JULY

$4,391,257

$4,519,466

$4,655,061

$4,772,617

2.53%

$4,983,976

4.43%

$4,501,197

-9.69%

AUGUST

$4,893,438

$4,803,665

$4,991,723

$4,887,329

-2.09%

$5,026,702

2.85%

$4,856,331

-3.39%

TOTAL

$54,188,225

$55,761,877

$55,873,886

$56,302,764

0.77%
#DIV/0!

$57,723,030

2.52%

$56,486,425

-2.14%
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CITY OF LINCOLN
SALES TAX REFUNDS
2003-2004 THROUGH 2008-2009
ACTUAL
2003-2004

ACTUAL
2004-2005

ACTUAL
2005-2006

% CHG.
FR. PRIOR
YEAR

SEPTEMBER

($69,997)

($135,858)

($80,882)

-40.47%

($27,350)

($90,282)

230.10%

($435,079)

381.91%

OCTOBER

($110,193)

($165,219)

($358,866)

117.21%

($166,695)

($79,688)

-52.19%

($108,925)

36.69%

NOVEMBER

($219,454)

($101,531)

($173,972)

71.35%

($3,881)

($158,855)

3993.08%

($86,760)

-45.38%

DECEMBER

($390,445)

($325,510)

($6,319)

-98.06%

($175,440)

($29,848)

-82.99%

($209,674)

602.47%

JANUARY

($59,315)

($220,967)

($269,713)

22.06%

($84,287)

($26,308)

-68.79%

($256,270)

874.13%

FEBRUARY

($323,218)

($394,324)

($73,395)

-81.39%

($327,119)

($489,939)

49.77%

($83,713)

-82.91%

MARCH

($22,759)

($99,240)

($165,869)

67.14%

($133,574)

($325,269)

143.51%

($73,785)

-77.32%

APRIL

($199,018)

($69,900)

($196,682)

181.38%

($130,611)

($108,764)

-16.73%

($70,988)

-34.73%

MAY

($155,787)

($122,283)

($166,567)

36.21%

($381,653)

($22,529)

-94.10%

($117,201)

420.23%

JUNE

($194,593)

($34,811)

($14,085)

-59.54%

($186,252)

($136,308)

-26.82%

($444,973)

226.45%

JULY

($42,086)

($162,998)

($39,492)

-75.77%

($155,825)

($478,184)

206.87%

($331,804)

-30.61%

AUGUST

($531,884)

($148,028)

($57,700)

-61.02%

($569,595)

($43,759)

-92.32%

($11,878)

-72.86%

TOTAL

($2,318,751)

($1,980,668)

($1,603,541)

-19.04%

($2,342,280)

($1,989,734)

-15.05%

($2,231,050)

12.13%

Page 2

ACTUAL
2006-2007

ACTUAL
2007-2008

% CHG.
FROM PRIOR
YEAR

ACTUAL
2008-2009

% CHG.
FROM PRIOR
YEAR

Mary M. Meyer
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

SHubka@lincoln.ne.gov
Thursday, August 20, 2009 1:49 PM
Council Packet
John V. Hendry; Jan Bolin; Sherry L Wolf
Budget Resolution
BFb090820-5.pdf

Attached is a copy of the budget resolution including the schedules for 2009‐2010 as amended
by the Council. We've received our final valuations from the County Assessor. They reflect
a 1.19% decrease in the property tax base compared to the 1.25% decrease we were projecting.
This lesser decrease generated about $26,000 additional property tax revenue with our
existing tax rate. Per Council's direction on August 12, the tax rate remains the same and
the additional revenue was used to reduce the appropriation of fund balance. It is still
possible that there will be some last minute changes as we get close to the end of the fiscal
year, especially on the year‐end types of items in the resolution. If so, a substitute will
be provided and any changes pointed out at your meeting next Monday.
(See attached file: BFb090820‐5.pdf)
****************************
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e‐mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use
of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any
unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the
intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e‐mail and destroy all copies of the
original message.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
FOR MORE INFORMATION:

August 17, 2009
Dan King, 441-8084, dnking@lincoln.ne.gov or
Laurel Erickson, 441-8035, lerickson@lincoln.ne.gov

Fall HHW Collection Season Begins
As summer comes to a close, it’s time to check again in the basement and garage, or underneath the
sink, for household chemicals that are out-dated or no longer needed. During four collections this spring,
residents brought nearly 40,000 pounds of household hazardous waste for disposal.
Residents of Lincoln and Lancaster County have three opportunities left in 2009 to bring household
hazardous waste to local collections:
Saturday, August 29, at Lincoln Industries (600 West E St.) - 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Saturday, September 19, at Veyance Tech (formerly Goodyear - 4021 N. 56th) - 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Saturday, October 24, at Woods Park (31st & J Sts.) - 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
The collections are for the convenience of Lincoln and Lancaster County households (not businesses). There
will also be a Usable Latex Paint Exchange this fall, on September 18, 2009, from 3 to 7 pm at EcoStores
Nebraska, 530 W P. Street.
Items accepted at the HHW collections include fluorescent bulbs (CFLs) and tubes, pesticides, paint
thinners, stains, polishes and waxes, turpentine, oil-based paint, pool cleaning chemicals, flea and tick powders,
rodent poison, charcoal starter fluids, mixed or old gasoline, mercury-containing items including thermometers,
upholstery cleaners, grease removers and brake and power steering fluids.
Items that can be recycled or safely disposed of locally will not be accepted at the HHW collections:
latex paint, motor oil, gas grill cylinders, pharmaceutical waste, electronics, and batteries. For more information
about local recycling, call 441-8021 or check the on-line “Guide to Recycling” at www.lincoln.ne.gov
(keyword: recycling).

###

FOR RELEASE:

August 21, 2009

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Laurel Erickson, 441-8035, lerickson@lincoln.ne.gov

Clean Up Litter from Local Shorelines & Banks of Lakes and Streams
Volunteers are needed to help clean up litter from shorelines of area lakes or the banks of
rivers and streams as part of the 2009 International Coastal Cleanup. Keep Lincoln & Lancaster
County Beautiful (KLLCB) is recruiting individuals, groups, organizations, clubs and businesses
to participate in this effort to help keep the lakes clean of litter. Those with boats, canoes, and
kayaks are encouraged to register to help reach inaccessible areas of the shoreline.
During last year’s Lancaster County effort, nearly 300 volunteers cleaned the shorelines
of seven area lakes and a portion of Salt Creek. Volunteers found not only fishing materials such
as nets, floats, and bait containers, but such items as batteries, plywood, propane bottles, and car
parts. Plastic bags, beverage bottles, and cigarettes were abundant.
The 2008 international cleanup involved nearly 400,000 volunteers in 76 countries and
45 U.S. states and territories, who removed and tallied 6.8 million pounds of debris. Each year,
volunteers around the world spend a few hours removing trash and debris from beaches, lakes,
rivers and other waterways, keeping track of every piece of trash they find. Ocean Conservancy
uses that information to produce the world’s only annual country-by-country, state-by-state
index of the problem of marine debris, sharing the report with the public, industry, and
government officials as we work together to end the problem of marine debris.
If your group or organization is interested in conducting a cleanup of an area lake or
stretch of stream, call KLLCB at 441-8035 or email lerickson@lincoln.ne.gov. Cleanups must be

completed by October 11. Volunteers are provided trash bags and are asked to complete a data
card to record the types and amounts of litter collected. Final tallies are sent to The Ocean
Conservancy to be included in their annual international report.
The Keep Lincoln & Lancaster County Beautiful Program is partially funded by a grant
from the Litter Reduction and Recycling Fund administered by the Nebraska Department of
Environmental Quality.
###

Mary M. Meyer
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jean Preister
Wednesday, August 19, 2009 2:04 PM
Council Packet
Lincoln-Lancaster County Planning Department Newsletter

Subject: Lincoln-Lancaster County Planning Department Newsletter

The August 2009 Planning Department newsletter has been posted to our web page. The file is in pdf format and may
be accessed at lincoln.ne.gov/city/plan/news/index.htm.
If you have any questions regarding this newsletter or would like to speak to Planning staff, please feel free to call the
Planning Department at 441‐7491.
Michele Abendroth
Lincoln/Lancaster County Planning Department
555 South 10th Street, Suite 213
Lincoln, NE 68508
402‐441‐6164
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Mary M. Meyer
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Opal G. Doerr
Wednesday, August 19, 2009 12:14 PM
Opal G. Doerr
Summer URBAN PAGE Available

The Summer issue of Urban Development Department's quarterly newsletter, The Urban Page, is available at:
http://www.lincoln.ne.gov/city/urban/reports/urbanpg/v13i2s9.pdf
This issue includes articles on:
• Downtown Housing ‐ Evolving and Growing
• The Hardy Building Success Story
• New Housing in Core Neighborhoods
• Hartley "Happenings"
• College View and Havelock Streetscape Updates
• New Mural on N. 27th Street
• New Plans Available on the Web Site
• Assurity Site Prep
• Union Plaza Update
• Trail Bridge Dedicated and Named
If you'd prefer to not receive email notification of the availability of The Urban Page, just me know. Happy reading!

Opal G. Doerr
Planning Assistant
City of Lincoln / Urban Development Dept.
808 P Street, Suite 400, Lincoln, NE 68508
402-441-7852
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Tammy J. Grammer
WebForm [none@lincoln.ne.gov]
Thursday, August 13, 2009 5:27 PM
Tammy J. Grammer
InterLinc: Council Feedback

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council
Name:
Address:
City:

Andrea Koerner
1223 Norht 9th Street #118
Lincoln, NE, 68508

Phone:
Fax:
Email:

ackoerner@mac.com

Comment or Question:
City Council,
I recently reviewed the proposed cell tax increase for Nebraska. With the state's residents
already paying one of the highest percentages of taxes for each bill, I feel this is
unacceptable. For many in the state, including myself, a cell phone is my only means of
communication. I am a graduate student struggling to pay the bill, and currently my phone is
the second highest bill after rent!!! I have the cheapest plan available through AT&T, don't
have any add‐ons, and never go over my monthly allotted minutes. Nearly 22% of my bill is
comprised of taxes, putting a considerable strain on my already tight monthly budget. I
realize that in these tough economic times municipalities are also struggling for additional
income, but this specific tax increase is NOT where to get it. Luxury taxes should be the
first means of additional income for Lincoln such as cigarettes, alcohol, and other items
unnecessary for daily life of a regularly functioning citizen.
Please listen to this request, and the others I am sure you received, with careful
consideration. We do not believe this is a wise move to make.

Sincerely,
Andrea Koerner
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Tammy J. Grammer
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

WebForm [none@lincoln.ne.gov]
Saturday, August 15, 2009 1:52 AM
Tammy J. Grammer
InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council
Name:
Address:
City:

Jessica Gropp
605 NW 91
Lincoln, Nebraska 68528

Phone:
Fax:
Email:

(402) 475‐6345
none
TotalCC1@aol.com

Comment or Question:
I'm not really quite sure who this concern should be directed to. Today is Friday, August
14, 2009. At approximately 4:45pm I received a phone call from my mother who frequently
visits the dog run near Holmes Lake Park. More times than I can count my two daughters have
visited this park with her and her corgi. When she called me, she was very frustrated, angry
& shaken. She told me that while she was there with her dog (luckily my girls who are 8yrs &
2yrs weren't with her)she had a pretty scary incident. I have never been one to judge an
animal on the basis of breed until now. Her and her dog, Morgan, were coming back to the
entrance/exit of the dog run when a man was preparing to enter with his 2 pitbulls. She told
me she had a very bad feeling & tried to get Morgan out of there quick. Before she could get
out, the guy let both dogs off of their leashes & that was it. Both pitbulls went straight
for Morgan & the owner did nothing. He actually stood there and watched those 2 dogs nip,
circle & knock my mother's dog back and forth between the two of them to them point he was
crying. Mind you the owner still is doing absolutely nothing. My mom, by herself, had to
get these 2 dogs off of her Corgi. She and Morgan are both VERY lucky that nothing serious
happened there. This incident was witnessed by a gentleman who stated he was also going to
make a report on this. When my mother gathered Morgan, luckily, all the owner of the dogs
would say was "They were just playing, I don't see the big deal." I believe that this is
definitely not the first time this guy has taken these two dogs to this park & I highly doubt
that this will be the last. I really would like to know what is going to be changed to make
sure that the citizens of the city of lincoln are safe to use these facilities. What in the
world would've happened had 1 or both of my girls been with my mother today & those damn dogs
would've circled them? I also want to know who we are supposed to contact the next time
(because I'm sure it will happen again) this happens & are there any consequences for the
animal's owner? It seems that this issue keeps being swept under the rug until someone, yes
again, gets attacked by these dogs and then it gets splashed all over the news and is then
again swept away. Enough is enough. These parks for dogs need to have some sort of
regulation, just for this reason. The well being of the animals, as well as, the owner are
at stake. Morgan was not physically hurt, thank goodness, but now one of the only places my
mother has to take him besides his neighborhood walks is quite possibly gone. To be frank, I
am sick and tired of the victims of these instances having no recourse and the guilty can
walk and do as they please. I have seen the articles & news headlines from all over regarding
pitbull attacks & etc. When will there be the point that there is some sort of a ban that at
NO POINT IN TIME shall a pitbull be allowed to be off a leash or just plain banned from
within city limits. I do understand that it sounds kind of ridiculous, however, seems like
there are more and more instances as time goes by that this breed of dog is being taken care
of by people,who in my opinion, can't make a good decision on most things, let alone be
responsible enough to handle, train and care for a breed of animal that has such a bad
1

history of violence. We, as a community, need to think of the safety & well being of the
community, especially our children, or elderly citizens who have more of a difficult time
protecting themselves. I just hope that something is changed because I could not imagine if
that was my mother, myself, my husband, my children, an elderly person, or anyone for that
matter that these dogs get the next time.
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Tammy J. Grammer
WebForm [none@lincoln.ne.gov]
Saturday, August 15, 2009 2:26 PM
Tammy J. Grammer
InterLinc: Council Feedback

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council
Name:
Address:
City:

Julie Corey
2200 North 58th Street
Lincoln, NE 68505

Phone:
Fax:
Email:

jcscorey@aol.com

Comment or Question:
I was at the Rickman Run dog run 8/14/09 with my corgi. We were just getting ready to leave
when a young man walked in with 2 pit bulls. He released them from their leash and they both
came straight for my dog. They circled him, bit him, rolled him around and penned him
against the fence. I was running around yelling at the dogs and trying to get them off of my
dog and the owner was standing around not helping at all. I was furious! The dogs finally
stopped, and fortunately my dog was not seriously hurt. The comment from the pit bulls owner
was they were only playing!
What can be done about this? I am very grateful I did not have my grandchildren with me.
Shouldn't dog runs be safe for everyone? The website says safe for children & strollers,
which leads me to believe you should be able to have babies in strollers there.
I don't believe it's fair that I no longer feel safe going to the dog run, but people like
that can use it whenever they want because there is no way to regulate who goes there.
Sincerely,
Julie Corey
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Tammy J. Grammer
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

WebForm [none@lincoln.ne.gov]
Monday, August 17, 2009 11:30 AM
Tammy J. Grammer
InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council
Name:
Address:
City:

Jim Easom
400 Brookside Dr.
Lincoln, NE
68528

Phone:
Fax:
Email:

jeasom@neb.rr.com

Comment or Question:
I travel Harris overpass quite alot. I am wondering why we spent several million dollars to
build such a beautiful overpass then have an empty deteriorating metal buiding sitting right
next to the end of it? I thought I heard that property became city property. So why not
remove it?
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Tammy J. Grammer
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

WebForm [none@lincoln.ne.gov]
Tuesday, August 18, 2009 3:57 PM
Tammy J. Grammer
InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council
Name:
Address:
City:

Laurie Stoehr‐Tallman
6421 Rokeby Rd
Lincoln, NE 68516

Phone:
Fax:
Email:

402‐420‐2284
ltallman@neb.rr.com

Comment or Question:
My family owns N Street Drive In at 19th and N. We are currently trying to relocate to 18th
and O in the old Kirk motors building. Our architect has been working with Ed Zimmer about
the building meeting the downtown design standards. This has been going on for approximately
2 months. We wanted to be sure to have everything the way the city wanted it so as to not
hold up the building permit. The city is requiring us to keep all the windows that were
formally car display windows. We have agreed to do this but because of all the windows we
can no longer meet the state energy code standard. This permit is being held back because we
don't meet the code but the city won't let us brick up windows to meet the code. Gary Spears
has not been helpful at building and codes and doesn't seem to be in any hurry to help us
out. This is a perfect example of why people don't invest in Lincoln. We do what the city
wants but because of that can't get a building permit. VERY FRUSTRATING. I have until Dec.
1 to be out of my old building because it has been sold to JAVA. Any help would be greatly
appreciated. Please respond and let us know what the city would like us to do. We really
can't wait any longer for this permit. Laurie Tallman
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