IN LIEU OF
DIRECTORS’ MEETING
MONDAY, APRIL 27, 2009

I.

CITY CLERK

II.

CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE MAYOR & DIRECTORS TO COUNCIL
PRESENTATIONS: None
MAYOR
1. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler’s news conference on upcoming City budget decisions and
an online citizens survey to be held Tuesday, April 21, 2009, 1:15 pm at 555 S. 10th Street.
(Sent to Council Members on 04/20/09)
2. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor announces new online survey.
3. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler, Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) officials and
Hampton Enterprises representatives break ground for VA Regional Office at a news
conference on Thursday, April 23, 2009, 10:00 am, southwest of 40th and Old Cheney.
4. NEWS RELEASE. Ground broken for $14 million Regional VA Office in Williamsburg
Village.
5. Ombudsman Lin Quenzer’s response to John Petty (IV Correspondence, #1, Directors Meeting,
April 20, 2009) on ticket for expired tags.
6. NEWS RELEASE. Section of North 27th Street to close for work on bridge.
DIRECTORS
FINANCE/TREASURER
1. Investment report for quarter ending November 30, 2008.
HEALTH DEPARTMENT
1. NEWS RELEASE. Board of Health award winners announced.
2. NEWS RELEASE. Are your children’s immunizations current?
3. NEWS RELEASE. Air quality watch. People with heart and lung disease encouraged to stay
inside.
PLANNING COMMISSION
1. Capital Improvement Program for 2009/10 - 2014/15 cover letter. Planning Commission edition
of CIP available on-line.
2. Planning Commission action on April 22, 2009.
URBAN DEVELOPMENT
1. Web link for the spring issue of The Urban Page.

III. COUNCIL RFI’S & CITIZENS CORRESPONDENCE TO INDIVIDUAL COUNCIL
MEMBERS
ROBIN ESCHLIMAN
1. Request to Fred Hoke, Building & Safety Director - RE: Assist the neighborhoods with
problems such as graffiti, snow removal, etc. (RFI#20 - 04/09/09)
2. Request to Dave Landis, Urban Development Director - RE: TIF (RFI#21 - 04/22/09) -SEE
RESPONSE FROM DAVID LANDIS ON USE OF TIF.
IV. CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS TO COUNCIL
1. Email from Jane Okalebo. Keep all our libraries open, operating and running.
2. InterLinc correspondence from Tom Maul asking questions on City contracts.
3. Letter from Becky Vandenberg on the need for another truck stop at N.W. 48th and West O
Street. (Delivered to Council Members on Monday, April 20, 2009 before formal meeting)
4. Email from Jerry Wolf on the Court of Industrial Relations.
5. Whitehead Oil Company, M. E. “Bus” Whitehead letter on water and sewer district at 84th and
Cornhusker Highway.
6. Email from August Ponstingl. Fluoride information and website address for video on fluoride
and water fluoridation.
V.

ADJOURNMENT
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CITY OF LINCOLN
NEBRASKA

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

DATE: April 20, 2009
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

Mayor Chris Beutler will discuss upcoming City budget decisions and announce a new online citizen survey
at a news conference at 1:15 p.m. Tuesday, April 21 in the Mayor's Conference Room, 555 South 10th St.

CITY OF LINCOLN
NEBRASKA

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: April 21, 2009
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831
Alan Tomkins, Public Policy Center, 472-5678

MAYOR ANNOUNCES NEW ONLINE SURVEY
Mayor Chris Beutler today encouraged residents to participate in a new online survey on the City budget now
available at lincoln.ne.gov. The “Taking Charge” survey focuses on programs and services that are in danger of
being eliminated or reduced in the 2009-2010 budget. Mayor Beutler said major budget choices must be made,
and the community must be involved in those decisions.
“I need the community to understand that this year, the budget stakes are higher than ever,” Beutler said. “The
choices we make will have a real impact on what kind of City we will be down the road. It is not a
circumstance where elected officials simply make a choice, because the choices will have such striking impact
on the future. We need all our citizens to make their vision for Lincoln's future clear and weigh in on the
choices.”
The new survey is another step in the City's transition to an outcome-based budget that ties programs to the
goals that citizens want local government to accomplish. That process began a year ago with the PRIORITY
LINCOLN initiative, and Beutler said public input from last year was used to develop the budget for the current
fiscal year. The City is again working with the University of Nebraska Public Policy Center on the current
survey, and the project is receiving funding from the Sloan Foundation.
The survey will take about 20 to 25 minutes to complete. Those taking the survey will answer a series of
questions selected at random from a larger pool. Specific topics include Library services; pools and other Parks
and Recreation programs and facilities; health programs to prevent injury and disease; Police services;
stormwater, floodplain and development review; and snow removal.
Beutler said he has kept the City budget balanced through department reorganization, the reduction of 115 jobs
in the last two years and other efficiencies. He said the national recession and its impact on sales taxes and
property values have created a “ fiscal perfect storm” and have left the City with few options.
- more -

Taking Charge
April 21, 2009
Page Two
“If the community is unwilling to financially support these services, they must understand that we will be
committing ourselves to a lesser level of services in the future,” Beutler said. “The Lincoln that we know and
love will be diminished.”
Those taking the survey also will have the opportunity to indicate their willingness to participate in an in-depth
discussion about the City's budget scheduled for 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, May 16 at UNL's East Campus
Union. Pre-registration is required, and participants will be compensated $35 for their time and input. More
information about the discussion is available from the Public Policy Center's Web site, ppc.nebraska.edu, or by
calling 472-5678.
The Mayor is scheduled to make his decisions on the 2009-2010 City budget in May, and the budget is released
to the public in June. The City Council votes on tentative changes to the Mayor's budget in July. The public
hearing and Council adoption of the budget are scheduled for August.
- 30 -

CITY OF LINCOLN
NEBRASKA

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

DATE: April 22, 2009
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

Mayor Chris Beutler, officials with the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), and representatives
of Hampton Enterprises will break ground for a $14 million VA Regional Office at a news
conference at 10 a.m. Thursday, April 23, southwest of the 40th and Old Cheney
intersection, just off Village Drive.

CITY OF LINCOLN
NEBRASKA

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: April 23, 2009
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831
Aaron Nielsen, VA Public Affairs Officer, 420-4071
Bob Caldwell, Hampton Enterprises, 489-8858

GROUND BROKEN FOR $14 MILLION REGIONAL VA OFFICE
IN WILLIAMSBURG VILLAGE
Facility brings new jobs to Lincoln
Williamsburg Village at 40th and Old Cheney will be the new home for the Department of Veterans Affairs
(VA) Regional Office. Mayor Chris Beutler participated in the groundbreaking ceremony for the $14 million,
66,000 square-foot facility being developed southwest of 40th and Old Cheney by Hampton Enterprises of
Lincoln.
“We welcome the expansion of veterans' services in Lincoln and appreciate this major investment in our
community,” Beutler said “This facility will be a beautiful addition to our city, and the construction activity
and new jobs will be a boost for our local economy. At the same time, this project helps Nebraska veterans,
who deserve our appreciation and support.”
“This facility is being built for our nation's veterans,” said Loren Miller, Director of the VA Regional Office.
“It signifies a continued commitment by the Department of Veterans Affairs to provide the best service for its
veterans and their families. We extend our profound appreciation to the city of Lincoln, the state of Nebraska,
and our congressional offices for their unwavering support to Nebraska veterans and the support of this
critical project.”
Currently, the VA Regional Office employs about 150 people at two Lincoln locations, 48th and Old Cheney
and at the VA Medical Center, 600 S. 70th St. Those employees will all be housed at the new location. The
VA recently announced that it will immediately add about 30 jobs, and the new facility will have the
capacity to add additional jobs to process disability compensation claims for veterans.
Hampton will begin construction in June, with expected completion in the summer of 2010.
“It's an honor to have been chosen by the Department of Veterans Affairs to build and lease a facility that
provides such important services,” said Bob Caldwell, president and CEO of Hampton Enterprises. “And
we're excited to build it in Williamsburg Village, a vibrant retail and office community that offers shopping,
medical services, restaurants, banking and pharmacy services, all within walking distance for VA employees
and visitors.”
- more -

New VA Facility
April 23, 2009
Page Two
The Regional Office has jurisdiction for the entire state of Nebraska, with an estimated 153,000 veterans. It is
responsible for the administration of benefits including disability compensation and pension, survivor's benefits,
and vocational rehabilitation and employment services.
About $371 million was paid to Nebraska veterans in 2008.
The office will also house service organizations including the Nebraska Department of Veterans Affairs,
American Legion, Veterans of Foreign Wars, Vietnam Veterans of America, Disabled American Veterans and
Paralyzed Veterans of America.
At the groundbreaking today, Mayor Beutler presented a proclamation to Miller declaring Friday, May 1, as
Silver Star Banner Day to honor all wounded and ill veterans.
Founded by Joe Hampton in 1948, Hampton Enterprises consists of Hampton Realty and Hampton
Construction and employs more than 65 people with expertise in land development, commercial general
contracting, construction management, real estate brokerage, property management and building maintenance.
- 30 -

Lin Quenzer
<LQuenzer@lincoln.ne.gov>

To 'John Petty' <j_ro_we@yahoo.com>
cc CouncilPacket <CouncilPacket@ci.lincoln.ne.us>, "John C.
McQuinn" <JMcQuinn@lincoln.ne.gov>
bcc

04/16/2009 05:00 PM

Subject RE: response to expired tags ticket

Dear Mr. Petty,
Thank you for your apology. I spoke with John McQuinn, the Chief Prosecutor
with the City Attorney's office. Please drop by the City Attorney's office
with proof of your registration that shows the date you got the plates updated
as soon as you are able during regular business hours. As long as the date on
your registration is within ten days of the date of the ticket, the City
Attorney will dismiss it.
Go to 575 South 10th Street, Suite4201 (4th Floor) and ask to speak to a
prosecutor about the matter. You may tell them that I recommended you see
them. There is free parking in the lot on 10th Street between K and L
Streets. You enter off of 10th Street. Get a parking validation coupon from
the desk at the City Attorney's office to get out of the lot free.
If you have questions or concerns about operations of City government in the
future, please feel free to call on me.
Sincerely,
Lin Quenzer
Ombudsman
Office of the Mayor
City of Lincoln, Nebraska
555 South 10th Street, Suite 208
Lincoln, NE 68508
lquenzer@lincoln.ne.gov
402.441.7511
-----Original Message----From: John Petty [mailto:j_ro_we@yahoo.com]
Sent: Wednesday, April 15, 2009 9:50 PM
To: Lin Quenzer
Subject: response to expired tags ticke
Hi,
Let me first apologize for my foul language. I was extremely angry when I
wrote the email on April 9th. The fact is that I was pulling into my driveway
when I saw the ticket being issued. The reason that
I was in my driveway
was to pick up my registration to get new tags by driving my work vehicle. I
wrote a check that day to the Lancaster County Treasurer for $95.50. By the
way, at the time the car was parked because I was using a company vehicle. So
do I have any recourse? I have proof the car was registered on the day I
received the ticket and it was parked. I thank you for your response to my
previous email and would be grateful for any help in this matter.
John Petty

CITY OF LINCOLN
NEBRASKA

PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES
Engineering Services, 531 Westgate Blvd., Lincoln, NE 68528, 441-7711, fax 441-6576
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: April 22, 2009
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831
Greg Topil, Engineering Services, 441-8237
Terry Genrich, Parks and Recreation, 441-7939

SECTION OF NORTH 27TH TO CLOSE FOR WORK ON BRIDGE
A section of North 27th Street is scheduled to close Wednesday night for work on the deck surface of the
new trail bridge over the street. North 27th from Vine to “W” streets is scheduled to close at 10 p.m.
Wednesday and reopen by 6 a.m. Thursday morning. Vehicle and pedestrian use of the roadway and
sidewalks along N. 27th St. will be prohibited while the surface is being placed for safety reasons.
Detour routes will be marked, and motorists are advised to use 33rd Street between Vine and Holdrege.
The bridge is part of the Mopac Trail Pedestrian Bridge Project, which is scheduled to be completed by the
end of May.
The Great Plains Trails Network provided $125,000 in private donations for the bridge, which is estimated to
cost about $1.9 million. The city received a federal enhancement grant for $500,000, and the rest will be paid
for from funds received through tax increment financing.
The bridge will provide the final link in the Mopac Trail through Lincoln and will connect with the
University of Nebraska – Lincoln downtown campus and the Antelope Valley trail system. The Mopac trail
also is a vital link in the future Quad States Trails network
More information on the project is available by calling Terry Genrich in the City Parks and Recreation
Department at 441-7939. For more information on the City's parks and trails, visit the City Web site at
lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: parks).
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
FOR MORE INFORMATION:

April 21, 2009
Steve Beal, Assistant Health Director, 441-8042

BOARD OF HEALTH AWARD WINNERS ANNOUNCED
The Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department recently recognized two businesses and four
individuals with Board of Health awards. Over 170 individuals attended the Board of Health
Annual Meeting and Awards Ceremony on April 17th. Robert (Bobby) Pestronk, Executive
Director of the National Association of County and City Health Officials was the guest speaker.
Awards were given in five categories with two awards presented in the general community
category.
Community Health Award to Heidi Stark, DDS for volunteering her services and the Give Kids
A Smile Program. Dr. Stark has volunteered her services at the Health Department prior to starting
her dental practice. For the Give Kids A Smile Program, she performs free dental screenings for
Belmont and West Lincoln elementary schools.
Community Health Award to Wagey Drug. Owner Gary Rihanel has collaborated with the
Health Department and the Lancaster County Medical Society since the beginning of the program
serving low-income uninsured patients through the Medication Assistance Program. The staff at
Wagey Drug have also been providing services for the Lancaster County General Assistance
Program for over 10 years.
Public Health Leadership Award to Dave Palm, Ph.D., for his 35 years of public health service
and leadership. He is among the State’s leading public health advocates and was instrumental in
the establishment of public health departments and districts across Nebraska.
John J. Hanigan Award to Les Spry, MD, for his extraordinary leadership and dedication to
public health. These include his efforts with Lincoln’s Smokefree ordinance, the Action Now
Community Diabetes Prevention and Control Coalition and the Nebraska Medical Association’s
Health Care Reform Task Force.
Food Sanitation Excellence Award to the Top Hat Bar and Grill for exceptional inspection
scores, cleanliness of their business and quality of their food.
Carole Douglas Public Health Achievement Award to Tim Timmons for his outstanding service
to public health. Mr. Timmons is a 30 year Health Department employee and was recognized for
his efforts in Public Health Nursing, HIV/AIDS, Disease Surveillance, Emergency Response and
Communicable Disease Programs.
###

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
FOR MORE INFORMATION:

April 22, 2009
Bruce Dart, PhD, 402-441-8001
Health Director
Tim Timmons, RN 402-441-8056
Communicable Disease Program Supervisor

Are Your Children’s Immunizations Current?
Do you know if your baby’s immunizations are up-to-date? Now is a good time to check with
your healthcare provider. April 25-May 2, 2009 is National Infant Immunization Week (NIIW).
This week highlights the importance of protecting infants from vaccine-preventable diseases and
celebrates the achievements of immunization programs in promoting healthy communities. If
your children’s immunizations are not current call your doctor or healthcare provider. Always
keep a record of your children’s immunizations.

Infants are particularly vulnerable to infectious diseases; that is why it is critical to protect them
through immunization. Each day, nearly 12,000 babies are born in the United States who will
need to be immunized against 14 vaccine-preventable diseases before age two. Some of these
diseases include Diphtheria, Whooping cough (Pertussis), Polio, Tetanus, Measles, Mumps,
Rubella and Chickenpox. Vaccines are among the most successful and cost-effective public
health tools available for preventing disease and death.

Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department Director, Dr. Bruce Dart, stated “immunizations
are one of the most important ways parents can protect their children against serious diseases.”

For more information about childhood immunizations and vaccine-preventable diseases, visit the
CDC website at: MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines or call 1800-CDC-INFO.

END

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
FOR MORE INFORMATION:

April 24, 2009
Scott Holmes: 402-441-8634

Air Quality Watch
People with Heart and Lung Disease Encouraged to Stay Inside

“People with heart or lung disease (asthma, chronic bronchitis or emphysema), should pay attention to the
air quality. If the air becomes smoky, they should stay inside and avoid heavy exertion,” said Scott Holmes,
Environmental Health Manager, with the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department. “Smoke from fires
may be carried into the Lincoln area by southerly winds. Smoke is made up of tiny particles and gases which,
when breathed into the lungs, can cause asthma attacks, make chronic bronchitis and emphysema worse, and
cause angina in some people with heart disease.”
While most people’s health will not be affected, people with asthma, respiratory conditions, or heart
disease should stay inside their home as much as possible and avoid strenuous physical activity outdoors.
Keeping windows and doors closed in your home can give some protection from smoke. If you must drive
somewhere, turn your car’s air conditioner setting to “re-circulate.” If health effects, such as coughing,
tightness in the chest, angina, are experienced, you should contact your doctor.
“Due to winds from the south and extensive agricultural burning in the Midwest, especially the Flint Hills
area of Kansas, people may be exposed to smoke and elevated levels of particulate matter and ozone in the air
in Lincoln and Lancaster County. Agricultural burning commonly occurs in the spring,” said Holmes.
The Health Department monitors air quality 24 hours a day for Carbon Monoxide, Ozone, and PM2.5 (fine
particles), high levels of which can affect people’s health. If air pollution levels present a significant health
risk to the public, a health advisory will be issued.
###

MEMORANDUM
TO:

Planning Commission

FROM:

Marvin S. Krout, Planning Director

SUBJECT:

DRAFT City of Lincoln FY 2009/10-2014/15 Capital Improvement Program

DATE:

April 22, 2009

COPIES:

Mayor Beutler, Mayor’s Capital Improvement Advisory Committee

MEMO ONLY:

Lincoln City Council, City Directors, County Budget Office

Attached is the draft 2009/10-2014/15 Capital Improvement Program (CIP) for the City of Lincoln. (The
Planning Commission Review Edition of the 2009/10 - 2014/15 CIP is available online at
<http://www.lincoln.ne.gov> Keyword: cip) The City Charter requires that the Planning Director submit an
updated CIP annually to the Planning Commission for your review as to the projects’ conformity to the
Comprehensive Plan. The Planning Commission hearing on the draft CIP is scheduled for the afternoon of
May 13th. City staff will brief the Planning Commission on the CIP at a special meeting prior to your regular
meeting on May 6th. After Planning Commission review, the Mayor will submit the CIP, with or without
revisions, to the City Council, along with the proposed operating budget for the next year.
The CIP is a multi-year planning instrument that identifies needs and financing sources for public
infrastructure and other community facilities to serve the city’s anticipated development and redevelopment.
Although capital projects are scheduled throughout the 6 year CIP, only those programs scheduled during
the first year are formally reviewed and adopted by the City Council as part of the Annual Budget. Projects
identified for funding appropriation in subsequent years may be adjusted to reflect changes in priorities or
funding constraints. The CIP this year again assumes a 3% annual inflation rate for all capital projects,
although some departments and divisions have experienced greater than 3% inflation in materials and have
inflated their CIP accordingly.
Highlights of the draft CIP include:
1. This year’s draft CIP is lower in total cost, at $740.592 million, than last year’s CIP cost of $1.207 billion.
The first year (2009/10) program totals $97 million, which is much less than the $483 million program
approved for the current (2008/09) CIP. The dramatically lower first year is due largely to the inclusion of a
proposed West Haymarket Redevelopment project in the Urban Development program, which would
include a new Arena, in the first year of last year’s CIP (FY 2008/09) but not in this year’s program.
Significantly lower program amounts are also shown in this year’s CIP for LES and Public Works and
Utilities.
2. The draft CIP shows a growing need for more General Revenue (GR) funds over the next 6 years. The
first year does not include any GR funds. Instead, Municipal Infrastructure Redevelopment Funds (MIRF),
at a total of $706,200, are used in the first year in similar fashion as General Revenue funds. They are
provided by the State of Nebraska through annual appropriations and must be used for public infrastructure
projects. These funds are not available at this time beyond 2009/10. The remaining five years contain $4.9
million in General Revenue funding which is similar to last year.
3. Antelope Valley projects in the draft 6 year CIP total nearly $30 million. There is a marked drop-off in

Capital Improvement Program
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funding for Antelope Valley after FY 2011/12, as the end of the first phase of the project nears. Urban
Development, along with other city departments, is working on redevelopment projects in the Antelope
Valley redevelopment area, shown in the CIP as assisted with TIF revenues.
4. The South Beltway continues to receive limited funding as the Nebraska Department of Roads has
placed all new road construction projects, with the exception of the I-80 widening project, on hold. Public
Works & Utilities, Streets and Highways Division, has developed their CIP to show $495,500 in the first
year only for continued plan development in this project until the State again moves forward.
5. Other transportation projects in the proposed CIP include the SW 40th Street viaduct, N 14th Street from
Alvo to Superior, Old Cheney from 70th to 82nd, S. 56th Street from Shadow Pines to Old Cheney, and NW
48th Street from O to Holdrege. At this time, some of the on-going traffic signal, arterial and residential
street resurfacing, new street, trail, and sidewalk rehabilitation projects are not being funded to their full
need in all 6 years.
6. The Public Works and Utilities Department - Water and Wastewater Divisions have adjusted their
programs to show more general programming of projects intended to serve growth in the community in
years 3 through 6 of the CIP. Not all listed projects that are identified as “To Be Determined” in these years
can be funded with available funding based on projected rate increases and revenue projections. However,
the likelihood of a slow recovery from the current economic recession suggests that not all of those projects
will need to be constructed in the next 6 years.
7. The draft CIP assumes that voters will approve 6 General Obligation Bonds over the next 6 years,
ranging from $13 million to $34.5 million. These bonds finance watershed management projects,
recreation and community centers, a variety of public safety projects (discussed below), and a part of the
cost to replace the downtown library.
8. Our public safety departments (primarily 911 Communications, Fire and Rescue, and Lincoln Police
Department) are in need of several facilities and improvements. The draft CIP suggests that in FY 2010/11
the public will be presented a Public Safety Bond Issue which will bring these projects together in a single
package. This bond issue would bring together nine projects from the three primary departments: two new
fire stations, one in the northern and one in the southern parts of Lincoln; a Fire Education, Training, and
Fleet Services Center; renovation or replacement of an existing fire station; a facility to replace the
Emergency Communications Center/Radio Shop; an upgrade to the 800 MHz Trunked Radio System; a
communication command post; a police garage maintenance and repair facility; and a third Police Team
Assembly Station to serve the southern parts of Lincoln. Every effort will be made to evaluate current
facilities and resources and take opportunities to consolidate existing facilities, relocate under-utilized
facilities, and/or collocate public safety facilities. There may also be opportunities to include other City and
County departments with public safety responsibilities.
9. Several projects in Water, Wastewater, and Streets and Highways’ CIPs are being accomplished
through the use of “directed impact fees”. A number of annexation agreements approved in recent years
include provisions for reimbursing developers’ cost to advance and construct infrastructure improvements,
by “directing” the fees generated by building construction on the lots within their tracts back to them. This
has proved to be a useful tool for bringing more land into the city for development.
Preparation of the CIP is a result of considerable efforts from staff in many City departments. Each year,
staff attempts to reassess their overall goals and priorities for capital improvements and the means for
implementing them. Their commitment to providing accurate and understandable financial information is
greatly appreciated.
Q:\CIP\09-2015\Planning Dir Memo Draft 2009 CIP.wpd

*** ACTION BY PLANNING COMMISSION ***
April 22, 2009
NOTICE:

The Lincoln/Lancaster County Planning Commission will hold a
public hearing on Wednesday, April 22, 2009, at 1:00 p.m., in the CityCouncil Hearing Room, County-City Building, 555 S. 10th St., Lincoln,
Nebraska, on the following items. For more information, call the
Planning Department, 441-7491.

** PLEASE NOTE: The Planning Commission action is final action on any
item with a notation of “FINAL ACTION”. Any aggrieved person may
appeal Final Action of the Planning Commission to the City Council by
filing a Notice of Appeal with the City Clerk within 14 days following the
action of the Planning Commission.
The Planning Commission action on all other items is a recommendation to
the City Council or County Board.
AGENDA
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22, 2009
[Commissioner Francis absent]
Approval of minutes of the regular meeting held April 8, 2009. **APPROVED, 7-0
(Cornelius abstained; Francis absent)**
1.

CONSENT AGENDA
Public Hearing and Action:
PERMITS:
1.1

Page
01

Special Permit No. 08017A, an amendment to continue the excavation of
sand, gravel and soil, on property generally located at Bluff Road and
Highway 77. *** FINAL ACTION ***
Staff recommendation: Conditional Approval
Staff Planner: Mike DeKalb, 441-6370, mdekalb@lincoln.ne.gov
Removed from Consent Agenda and had separate public hearing.
Planning Commission ‘final action’: CONDITIONAL APPROVAL, as
set forth in the staff report dated April 10, 2009, with one amendment
to Condition #2.1.5, 8-0 (Francis absent).
Resolution No. PC-01164.

2.

Page
21

REQUESTS FOR DEFERRAL:
CHANGE OF ZONE:
2.1
Change of Zone No. 09002, from AG Agricultural District to AGR
Agricultural Residential District, on property generally located at S. 96th
Street and Saltillo Road.
Staff recommendation: Applicant has requested deferral until June
3, 2009
Staff Planner: Mike DeKalb, 441-6370, mdekalb@lincoln.ne.gov
Applicant’s request for deferral granted, with CONTINUED PUBLIC
HEARING AND ACTION scheduled for Wednesday, June 3, 2009, 1:00
p.m.

**********
AT THIS TIME, ANYONE WISHING TO SPEAK ON AN ITEM
NOT ON THE AGENDA, MAY DO SO
**********
PENDING LIST: None
Planning Dept. staff contacts:
Steve Henrichsen, Development Review Manager
Mike Brienzo, Transportation Planner . . . . . . . . . .
Tom Cajka, Planner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
David Cary, Long Range Planner . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Mike DeKalb, Planner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Christy Eichorn, Planner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Brandon Garrett, Planner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Rashi Jain, Planner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Brian Will, Planner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Ed Zimmer, Historic Preservation Planner . . . . . . .

441-6374
441-6369
441-5662
441-6364
441-6370
441-7603
441-6373
441-6372
441-6362
441-6360

..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..

shenrichsen@lincoln.ne.gov
mbrienzo@lincoln.ne.gov
tcajka@lincoln.ne.gov
dcary@lincoln.ne.gov
mdekalb@lincoln.ne.gov
ceichorn@lincoln.ne.gov
bgarrett@lincoln.ne.gov
rjain@lincoln.ne.gov
bwill@lincoln.ne.gov
ezimmer@lincoln.ne.gov

*****
The Planning Commission meeting
which is broadcast live at 1:00 p.m. every other Wednesday
will be rebroadcast on Sundays at 1:00 p.m. on 5 City-TV, Cable Channel 5.
*****
The Planning Commission agenda may be accessed on the Internet at
http://www.lincoln.ne.gov/city/plan/pcagenda/index.htm

"Opal G. Doerr"
<ODoerr@lincoln.ne.gov>
04/17/2009 10:04 AM

To "Opal G. Doerr" <ODoerr@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc
bcc
Subject Spring issue of Urban Page is now available

The Spring issue of The Urban Page is available at this link:
http://www.lincoln.ne.gov/city/urban/reports/urbanpg/v13i1s9.pdf
This Urban Page has articles on:
Assurity/Matt Talbot Kitchen & Outreach/Antelope Village ‐‐ three intertwined
•
redevelopment projects
Trago Park Wins 2009 CD Week Award
•
Free to Grow… Grows!
•
Havelock Façade Update
•
Focus Advise for One Stop Career Center
•
N. 50th Street Update
•
Little Saigon Expanding
•
Lincoln Flats/Bank of the West
•
Washington Square Townhomes
•
Summer Youth Jobs
•
Stimulus Funds & UDD
•
Federal Neighborhood Stabilization Funds for Lincoln
•
The Urban Page is the quarterly newsletter of the City of Lincoln, Urban Development Department. If
you want to stop receiving this notice, please let me know. Thanks!
Opal G. Doerr
Planning Assistant
City of Lincoln / Urban Development Dept.
808 P Street, Suite 400, Lincoln, NE 68508
402-441-7852

David Landis
<DLandis@lincoln.ne.gov>
04/23/2009 10:30 AM

To "'councilpacket@lincoln.ne.gov'"
<councilpacket@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc "Hallie E. Salem" <HSalem@lincoln.ne.gov>
bcc
Subject REschlimanRFI#21

Dear Robin:
We appreciate your recent questions about the use of TIF. We hope the
following answers address your questions.
1) Pour over TIF - The increments from all TIF proceeds go into separate
accounts segregated by project area. As the taxes in a project area are paid
into the account, the funds are taken out to pay of the respective bonds or
expenses on the project. “Pour over TIF” occurs when TIF proceeds come in
above that which is allocated to a project. There are several reasons why a
project area may generate pour over TIF:
The City has a fiscally prudent practice of taking a “haircut” of
•
20 percent of the estimated available TIF when the City issues the
bond (as required by bond council) to reduce our risk and maintain are
bond rating.
They City does not account for expected increases in property
•
valuations or tax rate changes when estimating available TIF for
City-issued bonds.
Developers may not request the full amount of TIF expected to
•
be generated to be applied toward public improvements related to their
project.
Costs may not be as high as projected for the project as a whole.
•
2) Centennial Mall - In the case of Lincoln Mall, only a portion of the
projected TIF funds were dedicated to the project. We expected “pour over
TIF” and regarded the mall as an ongoing project, through which other
improvements could be identified under the goal of revitalizing the Capitol
Environs.
3) Construction Costs and TIF - We have had construction costs come in
lower than expected on TIF projects. However, recently developers have
identified eligible public improvements with costs greater than TIF expected
to capture any such savings.
4) Energy Efficiency and TIF - Lately, we have been including energy
efficiency and other LEED eligible improvements as a worthy public benefit.
The LEED and energy efficiency agendas have generally been developer
driven. It is common for developers to ask the City for a list of improvements
that, in the past, have constituted public benefit. The City has established

precedence by approving such improvements that energy efficiency provides a
public benefit.
5) Formal Opposition by Taxing Authorities - Other than N. 56th and I-80, in
the 22 months that I have been at the City, no political subdivision has
appeared in opposition to a project with their opposition based upon the use of
TIF.
I would be happy to answer follow up questions in advance or at the public
hearing.
Sincerely,

David Landis
Director
From: Tammy J. Grammer
Sent: Wednesday, April 22, 2009 11:41 AM
To: David Landis
Cc: Kristi K. Nydahl; Mayor; Rick D. Hoppe; Lin Quenzer; Trish A. Owen; Dan Marvin; Doug Emery; John
Spatz ; Jon Camp; Jonathan Cook; Ken Svoboda; Robin Eschliman
Subject: REschlimanRFI#21

From:
To:
RE:

Robin Eschliman - RFI#21
Dave Landis, Urban Development Director
TIF

1.)
Is "Pourover TIF" simply an event that occurs when property taxes and value come in higher than
we expected, thus
allowing us to do more projects than we thought? Or is it actual cash sitting in
an account?
2.)
On Centennial Mall, am I understanding right that the TIF district was enlarged to include it
because property values
had increased more than we originally predicted/or public improvements
costed less than we thought they would?
3.)
Have we ever bonded for TIF and then had construction costs come in under the amount?
Explain the accounting
system for that type of scenario and what happens to the leftover money
or value.
4.)
Lately we have been including energy efficiency as a public benefit worthy of receiving TIF.
Nonetheless, taking the
But-For-Rule into account, have wishes and desires on the part of the
City for a project that was LEED certified or
green created a tipping point that pushed projects into
the category of being unaffordable but for the use of TIF?
5.)
Other than the residential development at N. 56th & I-80 with which the schools formally
expressed their discomfiture,
have any other taxing authorities expressed displeasure with our
choice of TIF projects?

If you will send your response to the Council Office at Councilpacket@lincoln.ne.gov, in a pdf
format, I will distribute your response in the usual manner on the Directors' Agenda. The
Subject line need only read REschlimanRFI#21. Thank-you.

Tammy Grammer
City Council Secretary
555 South 10th Street - Room 111
Lincoln, NE 68508
Phone: 402-441-6867
E-Mail: tgrammer@lincoln.ne.gov

Tammy J. Grammer
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

WebForm [none@lincoln.ne.gov]
Monday, April 20, 2009 4:02 PM
General Council
InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council
Name:
Address:
City:

Tom Maul
2310S.W. 18th
Lincoln, NE 68522

Phone:
Fax:
Email:

402‐476‐9606
tmaul413@aol.com

Comment or Question:
At one point in time a few years ago Ken Svoboda's company: Ray's Lawn Service who had
contracts with the city, owed the city of Lincon $80,000 worth of contracts they hadn't
fullfilled. Has this been paid back worked off or simply washed under the table?
A tax payor wants to know!

1

Tammy J. Grammer
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jerry Wolf [jwolf@farleywolfins.com]
Wednesday, April 22, 2009 11:12 AM
council@lincoln.ne.gov
Court of industrial relations

I want to say I agree with Councilman Ken Swoboda that we need to get rid of the court of industrial relations to settle
employee wage and benefit negotiations.
Employee wage and benefits need to be compared to the private sector, not other city government wages and benefits.
It used to be that at one time wages for government employees were less than the private sector, but the trade off was
better benefits.
Today thanks to the unions and the court of industrial relations, not only are the benefits superior, but wages have exceed
the private sector wages.
Also things have changed from what they used to be. In the private sector defined benefit retirement plans have long ago
disappeared and have been replaced by money by 401 K and Simple plans for the most part.
To reduce the City’s budget, employee wages and benefits need to be addressed. The wages and benefits need to be
brought into line with the private sector. This cannot happen as long as there is the agreement to take the negotiations to
the court of industrial relations.
Please talk to state senators to introduce a bill to get rid of the court of industrial relations.
Jerry Wolf
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Tammy J. Grammer
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

August Ponstingl [aponstingl@adalincoln.com]
Thursday, April 23, 2009 2:42 PM
Tammy J. Grammer; mmmeyer@lincoln.ne.gov; Dan K. Marvin; Ken R. Svoboda; Robin S.
Eschliman; Doug Emery; Jon Camp; Jonathan A. Cook; John Spatz
Request for more information...

Please take a minute to see the attached video.
I’ve been reading that Fluoride is RAT POISON. (Please, Just Google Fluoride and Rat Poison) They say that there is
enough fluoride rat-poison in an average tube of toothpaste to kill two small children if they were to ingest its contents.
Children get fluoride poisoning just from toothpaste, even if the water is unfluoridated.
In this video, dentist Bill Osmunson explains why he is now concerned about fluoride and water fluoridation.
http://articles.mercola.com/sites/articles/archive/2009/04/07/Warning-Never-Swallow-Regular-Toothpaste.aspx

Fluoride is known to cause brain damage and to lower IQ’s.
I was hoping to get more information why you allow Flouride to be added to our water.
Thanks for your time.
Gus Ponstingl
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ADDENDUM
TO
DIRECTORS’ AGENDA
MONDAY, APRIL 27, 2009
I.

CITY CLERK - None

II.

CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE MAYOR & DIRECTORS TO COUNCIL
MAYOR 1.

NEWS ADVISORY - RE: Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule for Week of April 25
through May 1, 2009 - Schedule subject to change.

DIRECTORS LIBRARIES 1.

NEWS RELEASE - RE: Library Service Impacted By Server Installation May 4 through 8, 2009.

III.

COUNCIL RFI’S & CITIZENS CORRESPONDENCE TO INDIVIDUAL
COUNCIL MEMBERS - None

IV.

CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS TO COUNCIL 1.

daadd042709/tjg

E-Mail from Rick Noyes, For the Board of Directors and Members Downtown
Neighborhood Association - RE: Strongly supports the proposal to amend TIF
boundaries for fixing Centennial Mall.

CITY OF LINCOLN
NEBRASKA

DATE: April 24, 2009
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

Mayor Beutler's Public Schedule
Week of April 25 through May 1, 2009
Schedule subject to change

Saturday, April 25
UNL Big Event kickoff, remarks - 8 a.m., UNL Student Union, 1400 “R” St. (second floor ballroom)
90th annual Convention of the Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War (Nebraska Department),
remarks - 9:45 a.m., I.O.O.F. Capitol Lodge Hall, 1111 N. 56th St.
NET Governor's Premiere of “Homemade Astronaut: The Clay Anderson Story” - 6 p.m., Strategic Air
and Space Museum, 28210 West Park Highway in Ashland
Monday, April 27
Sheridan Elementary School observance of Library Month, read to second-graders - 2 p.m., Sheridan
Elementary School, 3100 Plymouth Ave.
Coalition for Community Schools, remarks - 5:30 p.m., Cornhusker Marriott Hotel, 333 S. 13th St.
Wednesday, April 29
American Nurses' Association “Celebrate Nursing” reception and dinner, remarks and proclamation 6:30 p.m., BryanLGH Medical Plaza Conference Center, 4800 S. 48th St.
Thursday, April 30
KFOR Morning Show - 7:45 a.m.
KFOR Lincoln Live - 11:10 a.m., Three Eagles Communications, 3800 Cornhusker Hwy.
UNL College of Law Alumni Council awards banquet - noon, West Stadium Club, Memorial
Stadium skybox
Friday, May 1
International visitors from Europe - 1:30 p.m., Mayor's Conference Room, County-City Building,
555 S. 10th St.
Back to the Bible 70th anniversary celebration - 6 p.m., Cornhusker Marriott Hotel

NEWS RELEASE
Lincoln City Libraries - 136 S. 14th Street - Lincoln, NE 68508
402-441-8500; library@lincolnlibraries.org; www.lincolnlibraries.org

FOR RELEASE:
CONTACT:
PHONE:
E-MAIL:

April 27, 2009
Pat Leach, Library Director
402-441-8510
p.leach@lincolnlibraries.org

LIBRARY SERVICE IMPACTED BY SERVER INSTALLATION
May 4 - 8, 2009
The installation of new servers for Lincoln City Libraries’ integrated library system will impact
library service during the installation and the migration of data. Service, especially remote
service, will be impacted May 4 through May 8.
Library users will be able to check out items and reserve Internet computers but must be in the
library and have their library cards with them.
During this period the online catalog will not be available; however, staff will be available to
assist library users in locating items. Items previously checked out will not be able to be
renewed. The Library has adjusted all due dates so that no items are due for return during this
period.
Other services that will be temporarily unavailable include placement of holds, courtesy notices,
downloadable audio books, and remote access to databases.
“We realize this will inconvenience some of our customers and thank them for their patience.
This project demonstrates our commitment to ensuring that information is secure and that our
equipment is dependable.” said Pat Leach, Library Director.
For more information call Lincoln City Libraries at 441-8500.
###

Tammy J. Grammer
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

rnoyes1348@aol.com
Thursday, April 23, 2009 6:51 PM
council@lincoln.ne.gov
Centennial Mall Improvements

Honorable Councilpersons:
The Downtown Neighborhood Association (DNA) strongly supports the proposal to amend TIF
boundaries for fixing Centennial Mall. The Mall deterioration has been a longstanding issue,
and we feel it needs to be addressed.
DNA has been concerned about the safety of foot traffic, deferred maintenance of the
infrastructure, and the general condition of the Mall for some time. To that end we have
gathered signatures and petitions from a myriad of persons, places, and people.
Consequently, we believe and can evidence there is communitywide support for this proposal to
help restore Centennial Mall.
Sincerely,

Rick Noyes
For the Board of Directors and Members
Downtown Neighborhood Association
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