DIRECTORS’ MEETING
MONDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2008
COUNTY-CITY BUILDING, ROOM 113
11:00 A.M.

I.

II.

MAYOR
*1. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler’s schedule for Tuesday, December 2, 2008.
(Forwarded to Council Members on 12/02/08)
*2. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor names Hoke Building and Safety Director.
*3. Fiscal Impact Statement from Public Works/Utilities/Water.
*4. NEWS ADVISORY. Visitors from North Pole encourage others to “Be The Kind That
Gives”.
*5. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler’s news conference on Thursday, December 4th, at
10:00 a.m. in the Mayor’s conference room. (Emailed to Council Members on 12/04/08)
*6. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor Beutler says JPA fund should be saved.
*7. NEWS RELEASE. Stronger Safer Neighborhoods Mapping Property Conditions.
Assessment targets needs in older neighborhoods.
*8. NEWS RELEASE. Public invited to Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day ceremony.
*9. NEWS RELEASE. Human Rights Commission to present awards.
*10. NEWS RELEASE. Separation of grass and leaves ended.
*11a. Correspondence from Denise Pearce on the organization of public transit in comparable
communities.
*11b. Excerpt from Transit Development Plan adopted last year, addressing public transit
organization and financing in peer cities.
*12. City of Lincoln snow/traffic condition report.
13. Drinking water samples tested for Total Coliform and E. Coli bacteria by the Colilert®
method of analysis.
14. Mayor Beutler’s response to William Stone regarding camera enforcement of speeding/ red
light violators.
15. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler will hold a news conference on Tuesday, December 9,
2008, 10:00 am at 555 South 10th Street, Room 113. (Forwarded via email and hard copy to
Council City on December 8, 2008)
16. NEWS RELEASE. City prepared for winter weather.
17. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor Beutler’s statement on Synergy Project.
18. 2015 Vision News Release.
19. NEWS RELEASE. Information on the media having several opportunities to cover the
community’s generosity.
20. NEWS ADVISORY. 911 Center receives Calea Re-Accreditation.
DIRECTORS
HEALTH DEPARTMENT
1. Lincoln-Lancaster County Board of Health Meeting minutes, November 4, 2008.
2. Lincoln-Lancaster County Board of Health Department Report for November, 2008.

PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT
1. Steve Hiller’s, Parks and Recreation Assistant Director, response to Jeanette Fanmeyer
regarding her questions on the youth basketball program.
PLANNING COMMISSION
*1. Action by Planning Commission, December 3, 2008.
PLANNING COMMISSION FINAL ACTION
*1. Use permit No. 08002. Office and residential uses, 3333 A Street and 3345 A Street.
Resolution No. PC-01149.
URBAN DEVELOPMENT
HOUSING REHABILITATION & REAL ESTATE DIVISION
1.
Street and Alley Vacation No. 08006.
III. CITY CLERK
IV. COUNCIL REQUESTS/CORRESPONDENCE
ROBIN ESCHLIMAN

V.

*1.

Request to Steve Hubka, City Budget Officer/ John Hendry, City Attorney - RE: Public
notices costs - RFI#17, 12/01/08. SEE REPLY FROM JOHN HENDRY, CITY
ATTORNEY.

*2.

Request to John Hendry, City Attorney - RE: Legal requirements to provide minutes RFI#18, 12/01/08. SEE REPLY FROM JOHN HENDRY, CITY ATTORNEY.

MISCELLANEOUS
*1. InterLinc correspondence from Jeanette Fangmeyer. Parks and Rec has received basketball
program fees with no child contacted, and no coach
*2. InterLinc correspondence from Patricia Witt. Concerns with round about traffic,
landscaping and maintenance of round abouts. Also concerns on landscaping maintenance
at the Highlands pool and the upcoming Lincoln Union Plaza. (Council Members received
on 12/01/08 before formal meeting)
*3a. Email from John Veit with email address of police handgun training.
*3b. Article from John Veit, “Unsafe at any Distance - The Failure of Police Handgun Training”.
*4a. Email from Eva Sohl, Nebraska League of Conservation Voters, on LES sustainable energy
program proposal.
*4b. Letter from Nebraska League of Conservation Voters, Eva Sohl, Program Coordinator, in
support of LES’s proposed sustainable energy program in the 2009 budget plan.
*4c. List of 108 individuals stating they can produce 20% of their electricity from Nebraska’s
renewable resources by 2020.
*5. Email from Paula Welsch. No sand or salt on icy streets. The applied deicer is an
ineffectiveness product.
*6. Letter from Donald and Elaine Ostdiek in opposition to the round-about proposed for north
14th Street, with reasons listed. (Council Members received individual letters on 12/04/08)
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*7.

InterLinc correspondence from Ron Rehtus, Lincoln Citizen and former Building and
Safety Employee, in support of retaining Mike Merwick as Director or Building and Safety,
not approving Fred Hoke as the new Director.
8. Correspondence through InterLinc from Rob Michael questioning having red light cameras
in Lincoln.
9. Letter on Lincoln Housing Authority not paying property tax on a large number of units.
Sent in anonymously. (Council Members received individual letters)

VI. ADJOURNMENT
* Held Over from December 8, 2008.

W:\FILES\CITYCOUN\WP\da121508.wpdmmm
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Mayor/Notes
Sent by: Linda K Quenzer
12/08/2008 11:36 AM

To William or Louise Stone <stone@inebraska.com>
cc City Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>, Doug Emery
<demery@lincoln.ne.gov>, Dan Marvin
<dmarvin@lincoln.ne.gov>, John Camp
bcc
Subject Re: Camera enforcement speed limits, red lights

Dear Mr. Stone,
Thank you for your e-mail of last month regarding camera enforcement for speeding/red light violators.
I personally reviewed your concerns, and it is clear to me that you put a considerable amount of time into
your e-mail. I appreciate the clear, cogent arguments you presented.
Your e-mail did give me pause as I think about the local policy we would adopt for speeding/red light
camera enforcement, if and when the Legislature approves the authorizing legislation. I will certainly keep
your thoughts in mind if we are, indeed, successful at the legislative level and move forward with a policy
at the local level.
Thank you again for your comments.
Sincerely,
Chris Beutler
Mayor
William or Louise Stone <stone@inebraska.com>
William or Louise Stone
<stone@inebraska.com>
11/22/2008 11:19 AM

To Dan Marvin <dmarvin@lincoln.ne.gov>, Ken Svoboda
<ksvoboda@lincoln.ne.gov>, Robin Eschliman
<reschliman@lincoln.ne.gov>, Jonathan Cook
<jcook@lincoln.ne.gov>, John Camp
<jcamp@lincoln.ne.gov>, Doug Emery
<demery@lincoln.ne.gov>, City Council
<council@lincoln.ne.gov>, Chris Buetler
<mayor@lincoln.ne.gov>, John Spatz
<jspatz@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc
Subject Camera enforcement speed limits, red lights

Ladies and Gentlemen:
I listened with some interest to the talk on the radio suggesting Mayor Beutler intends to propose or has
proposed using cameras for traffic enforcement.
Contending as I have since 1971 with driving on Lincoln's streets, often during heavy traffic hours, and
contending as I have since the 1960's with computers, I have some concerns about this proposal. The
are also inherently thoughts as to why a number of cities have instituted and then abandoned similar
plans following taxpayers revolts.
During heavy traffic hours (and sometimes other times as well) on arterials, O Street for example, I match

my speed to the general traffic flow, not the speed limit. Often this results in going over the posted limit at
times. On O Street going east approaching 70th Street, for example the speed limit is 40 MPH but
increases to 45 MPH not far past 70th. Traffic speed often picks up several blocks in advance of the
signs as the last three lights are synchronized and everyone knows they will not be needing to stop.
Further east, the same thing happens as one approaches the next speed limit increase. I increase my
speed at these points as well because it is safer to match the flow than maintain the speed limit and
impede the flow and create a traffic hazard. Apparently Police Officers agree, as I have on numerous
occasions observed squad cars going with the flow as well.
Also during heavy traffic hours in particular and at some other times as well, one can turn left from a left
turn lane only during a red light. At 48th and A, for example, if one is proceeding north on 48th Street and
is in the left turn lane, the cross traffic is continuous against you well into the yellow light, so you literally
cannot turn left until the light is actually red. Police Officers, unlike computers, have some judgment and
realize this is what must be done to turn left as there is no other choice and will not ticket such left turns.
Lincoln has many similar intersections.
When traveling on arterials where the speed limit is 35 or 40 or 45 MPH there are inevitably times when
the light turns yellow when you are close to the intersection and are faced with the split second decision
of whether to slam on the brakes and test your anti-lock braking system to perhaps stop before the
intersection, or to proceed through and be caught in the intersection when the light turns red. Where this
point is varies on your speed and on the overall road condition. While I usually guess right, I have erred
in both directions (i.e. slamming on the brakes and running the risk of being struck from behind when I
would have made it on the yellow) (proceeding and getting a red while still in the intersection). Police
Officers, ulike computers, are again capable of judgment and I have been observed in these errors but
never ticketed. Less experienced drivers can be observed to make these errors more frequently, of
course. I did get a warning ticket once for having stopped but only after I was into the pedestrian walk
area.
After having traveled for a time on arterial, I have had it happen that I will turn onto a side street and slow
down only to have my speed creep back up unbidden. A good driver only glances at the gauges once in
awhile - they spend most of the time looking at the road, the kids, etc. A good driver judges speed mainly
by feel, and this takes awhile to adjust and staring at the speedometer is not safe, so it happens.
Especially when there are a lot of distractions. The last time I got stopped in this situation was when I
turned west off 48th near Lefler when the kids were just out. I had just reached the school zone and
slowed, but then turned right and my speed coasted back up. I was so busy watching for the guys who
tend to wander in the road while gawking at the girls to keep my eye on the speedometer. The officer
could see what happened, so gave me a warning.
When taxpayers say they want speed limits and red lights enforced, they are assuming some sort of
common sense enforcement.
With a computer, there is the same common sense as the light switch upon which they are based - none.
Whenever I deal with computers I remember my programming efforts in the sixties and seventies. I recall
the many times I would tell the computer to go to a certain file cabinet, open the file cabinet and look up a
file and then get an error message. Why? Because the file was already open. Sometimes it would take
me hours to find the program had gone through some earlier loop where I opened the file for some other
purpose and then neglected to close it.
Suppose you tell the dumbest clerical worker to go to a file cabinet, open the file cabinet, look up a
record, etc. If the worker goes to the cabinet and finds the file cabinet already open they will go ahead
and start looking for the file. With a computer, however, if you tell the computer to go to the file cabinet
and open the file cabinet and the file cabinet is already open, the computer will either just stop with no
notice at all, or at best tell you it cannot open the file cabinet. It will never proceed further unless
specifically told to do so, and how to do so. So for a computer, you must tell it to go to the file cabinet,

check to see if the file cabinet is open , to open the file cabinet if it is not open and then look (in
excruciating detail of course). You must, of course, also tell the computer specifically what to do if it finds
the cabinet open. You must, to make a long story short, anticipate every contingency. If you write a note
to your secretary to look up the Beutler file but write in your note Buetler, the secretary will look probably
go ahead and look up Beutler when Buetler is not found, or at least ask about it. The computer will just
tell you there is no Buetler and quit.
So. If you tell a computer 40 as a cut-off, then it uses 40 as a cut off, whether it makes any sense or not.
Even if the vehicle is only going 41 and the rest of the cars are going 43. If you tell a computer to
penalize when the light turns red, the poor sap sitting through the green light to turn left will still get a
ticket when he turns in the red. If the light turns yellow and I decide that because the road is a little slick
and would be better off to go, then my decision will by further complicated by the fact I know if I go and
don't quite make it I will get a ticket and will have to add that factor into the equation, slowing my reaction
time even further. Or if the road crews have the ice off most of the street and I hit a patch of ice at an
intersection and slide into the intersection (as I have had happen at times when the city works on an
intersection and decides in its wisdom to save money by not salting the new concrete) then the computer
gives me a ticket.
And after a few of these things happen to me, as seems probable given computers are involved, I can
assure you the only thing on my mind when I vote is will be whether the candidate will support getting rid
of the computer tickets. I won't care what their stand is on a new event center, raising taxes, or anything
else.
So, if you go this way and want to avoid a taxpayer revolt, I suggest you get your IT Department to spend
a couple of years programming something like common sense into the system - keeping track of where
you salt, keeping track of where the car is when the light turns yellow, keeping track of whether the street
has a left turn light, keeping track of what the general flow of the traffic is, and a few hundred other
variables that do not immediately come to my mind that real drivers and real cops take into account all
the time.
Myself, I have to confess I would just skip it and accept the fact that some jobs just require intelligence
and judgment and can't be done by a machine which has neither intelligence or judgment. Computers
were originally designed to do math, where there is no judgment, just precision, and this is still what they
do best.
William Stone
4315 A Street

****************************
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is
for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged
information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are not
the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the
original message.

CITY OF LINCOLN
NEBRASKA

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120
DATE: December 8, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

Mayor Chris Beutler will have a news conference at 10 a.m. Tuesday, December 9 in
Room 113 of the County-City Building, 555 South 10th Street. The Mayor will discuss
three topics:
City snow operations. Representatives of the Public Works and Utilities Department
will attend.
The status of the Synergy project in downtown Lincoln.
A new retail incentive program for downtown.

CITY OF LINCOLN
NEBRASKA

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: December 9, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831
Roger Figard, Public Works and Utilities, 441-7567
Scott Opfer, Public Works and Utilities, 441-7851

CITY PREPARED FOR WINTER WEATHER
Mayor Chris Beutler said today that the City is prepared to handle snowy and icy conditions this winter with
about $3.87 million remaining in the City’s snow operations fund. The City started the winter season with
about $4.23 million in the fund, and has used about $360,000 so far.
“To keep traffic moving safely takes a coordinated effort between the City and its residents,” said Mayor
Beutler. “Snow and ice removal is a challenging job for a growing City, and the first priority is to clear
emergency routes and major arterials. It’s up to the citizen to use off-street parking if possible and to drive very
carefully if they do need to be out in dangerous conditions.”
The City can issue two types of snow removal parking bans:
A snow emergency means that parking is banned on emergency snow routes, arterial streets and City
bus routes.
A residential parking ban will begin on the even-numbered (north and east) sides of the street in ALL
residential areas. Once the ban on the even-numbered sides has ended, parking will then be banned on
the odd-numbered (south and west) sides of the street in ALL residential areas. Parking is again allowed
on the even sides.
Although most cul-de-sacs have both even- and odd-numbered addresses, the City is asking those living in culde-sacs to move vehicles off the street when the even residential parking ban begins and to keep cars off the
street until the area has been plowed. Specialized equipment is used in cul-de-sacs because regular plows are
too large to maneuver well.
Public Works will continue to be proactive in keeping streets cleared. Crews began spreading anti-icing
materials on all arterial streets this week. Motorists may notice the dark streaks of the material on the streets.
The mixture of salt and water helps minimize frost build-up and the development of “black ice” on streets and
bridges. The material application also makes removal of snow and ice build-up easier. One day of full snow
removal operations costs about $125,000.
During storms, information on snow operations will be available from local media, City cable channels 5 and
10, the City Web site (lincoln.ne.gov) and the Windstream phone directory.
- more -

Winter Weather
December 9, 2008
Page Two
The City has the following reminders for residents:
Property owners are required to clear snow and ice from sidewalks by 9 a.m. the day following the end
of the snow storm. Adjoining wheelchair ramps and curb cuts must also be cleared.
It is illegal to push or blow snow into or on any street, alley or sidewalk.
Residents are encouraged to clear snow from fire hydrants.
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CITY OF LINCOLN
NEBRASKA

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: December 9, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

MAYOR BEUTLER’S STATEMENT ON SYNERGY PROJECT
In January 2007, the City announced a plan to redevelop the block bound by “P,” “Q,” 13th and 14th streets.
A vision for a new civic plaza, parking garage and a high-rise building was put forward to the people of the
community. The Lincoln Synergy Group was chosen as the developer of record to make the vision a reality.
The proposed mixed-use project – hotel, office, retail and University-linked retirement housing – became
known as Synergy.
Unfortunately, financial and other market circumstances have dramatically changed, and I am jointly
announcing with the developer the decision to end our negotiations on the Synergy project until the economy
improves. Visionary projects are critical to Lincoln’s future. They create the opportunities that attract people
and investment. However, our commitment to visionary projects must be based upon sound economic and
market conditions so that the taxpayers’ interests are protected and wise public investments are made.
To date, the developer and the City have diligently worked together to formulate a viable public-private
project that would be a win for the developer and a win for the City. Even as we tried to harmonize our
respective visions into a single course of action, credit market conditions simply deteriorated around us. The
original vision for three towers on two parking garages located on two adjoining blocks was scaled back, the
City’s and the developer’s parking needs were analyzed and reconfigured.
Finding available capital and credit based on a critical level of market interest has proved elusive, and the
short-term prospects do not seem to be pointing in the right direction. Finding charitable dollars to fund the
plaza area was also proving difficult in light of other ongoing and worthwhile community fund-raising efforts.
We will continue to seek funding for the plaza area. The plaza is an important component to the central
downtown and will serve as a catalyst to these investors or other investors who may be attracted to a potential
Synergy project in the future.
Together, the City and the developer have made tremendous efforts to make the project work, but we are
unable to do so at this juncture. Furthermore, the City’s limited and finite resources need to be carefully
managed in light of an economy faced with many uncertainties and the City’s other pressing priorities.
- more -

Statement on Synergy
December 9, 2008
Page Two
The City’s focus will now be on preserving our ability to develop the site in the future after credit markets
have stabilized and the economy is on the road to recovery. I am moving to protect the site and the City’s
investment to date. We will have to expend approximately $350,000 from parking funds to maintain our
ability to build a new parking garage on the site as part of a future project. A request for new proposals will be
issued at the appropriate time.
I am confident that in better economic times, the prior administration’s vision for the area could have been
achieved. However, the City can not commit scarce public funds to projects where market conditions are so
unsettled and the national credit markets are so tight. Meanwhile, road construction and a potential new arena
will continue to be prioritized for our limited capital dollars. Roads are an immediate pressing need and the
arena offers a long-term opportunity for community-wide benefits.
The Mayor’s job is to prioritize need and carefully assess the City’s capacity for new commitments. Lincoln’s
taxpayers can be assured that I take that responsibility extremely seriously and will not let our dreams surpass
our ability to responsibly finance them in light of such a challenging economy. That’s why the Synergy
project will have to wait until more favorable times.
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CITY OF LINCOLN
NEBRASKA

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

DATE: December 11, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831
The media have several opportunities over the next few days to cover the community’s generosity:
Two events are connected to the Mayor’s SPAM Challenge, which ends Monday, December 15.
Mayor Chris Beutler has pledged to match every can of SPAM donated to the Food Bank of Lincoln,
up to 200 cans.
At 9:45 a.m. Friday, December 12, Wayne Anderson will dress as SPAM Man when he and several
other IT department associates from Assurity deliver more than 100 cans they have collected to the
Mayor’s Office, 555 South 10th. At the same time, Holdrege resident Linda Black will present the
Mayor with a book written by her son Dustin Black called “SPAM.com.”
A campaign wrap-up event is being planned for Monday, December 15, and details will be
announced later.
City and County employees will deliver more than 100 gifts to the residents of Lancaster Manor at
2 p.m. Friday, December 12. Lancaster Manor is at 1001 South Street. “Santa for Seniors” is a
project of Leadership Link, the local City-County government chapter of the National Management
Association, and donations came from members of that group and other City-County employees.
Representatives from the Public Works and Utilities, Building and Safety and Health departments as
well as the County Clerk’s office will dress as reindeers and elves to make the presentation.
Brenda Nepper (Leadership Link’s Community Services Chair) and Michelle Schindler (Leadership
Link’s President) will present the gifts to Lancaster Manor’s Resident Council. Gwen Thorpe (acting
Lancaster Manor Director) and Jolene Zochol (Lancaster Manor Director of Resident Services) will
represent the Manor. A member of the County Board may also attend.

CITY OF LINCOLN
NEBRASKA

FINANCE DEPARTMENT
Emergency Communications/911, 575 S.10th St, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7005, fax 476-0528
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: December 11, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Julie Righter, Communications Manager, 441-7252

911 CENTER RECEIVES CALEA RE-ACCREDITATION
The Lincoln Emergency Communications/911 Center received re-accreditation from the Commission on
Accreditation for Law Enforcement Agencies, Inc. (CALEA) on December 6.
The accreditation process includes self-evaluation as well as an extensive review of policies, procedures,
management and operations by a team of independent assessors.
CALEA recognized the Lincoln 911 Center’s “ongoing acceptance of the obligation to continue the quest for
professional excellence.”
“Accreditation from CALEA is the ultimate seal of approval in our field and an important recognition of
excellence in public safety communications,” said 911 Communications Manager Julie Righter. “It rewards the
dedication and tireless efforts of our 911 professionals, who work extremely hard 24 hours a day, seven days a
week to help those in emergency situations.”
In 2002, Lincoln’s 911 Center became the 14th center in the nation to be accredited by CALEA. Accreditation
is for a three-year period. The Center was re-accredited in 2005 and was named a Flagship Agency at that time
as well. A Flagship Agency signifies that an agency has continually demonstrated excellence in commitment to
the CALEA accreditation process and a willingness to share its accreditation success with others. The 911
Center was again named a Flagship Agency on December 6.
More information on Lincoln’s 911 Center is available on the City Web site at lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: 911).
More information on CALEA is available at calea.org.
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LINCOLN-LANCASTER COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Board of Health
November 4, 2008
I.

ROLL CALL
The meeting of the Board of Health was called to order at 5:03 PM by Tony Messineo at the
Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department. Members present were: Rodrigo Cantarero,
Karla Lester, Ed Schneider, Heidi Stark, Ken Svoboda, and Tony Messineo.
Members Absent: Lisa Peterson, Hena Roy, Deb Schorr, Tom Fox (ex-officio), Rick Hoppe
(ex-officio) and Tonya Skinner (ex-officio).
Staff Present: Bruce Dart, Steve Beal, Steve Frederick, Kathy Cook, Andrea Mason, Geri
Rorabaugh, Mark Hosking, Mary Christensen, Bernice Afuh, David Humm, Charlotte Burke,
Gwendy Meginnis, Bob Westfall, Shirley Terry, and Elaine Severe.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Mr. Messineo asked if there were any additions or corrections to the Agenda.
Motion: Moved by Mr. Svoboda that the Agenda be approved as mailed. Second by Dr.
Schneider. Motion carried by acclamation.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Dr. Peterson asked if there were any additions or corrections to the Minutes.
Motion: Moved by Dr. Schneider that the October 14, 2008 Minutes be approved as mailed.
Second by Mr. Svoboda. Motion carried by acclamation.

II.

PUBLIC SESSION

III.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS
A.

Health Director Update
Dr. Dart stated the monthly highlights were mailed to the Board members. He provided
an update on Pertussis cases in the community. Lancaster County now has eight
confirmed cases.
Dr. Dart stated the Nebraska Medical Association’s Health Care Reform Task Force
will provide an update on their efforts at the December 9, 2008 Board of Health
meeting. Dr. Dart is also scheduled to meet with the Lincoln Ambassadors, a new
animal group, on November 5, 2008. They are concerned about the Capital Humane
Society’s euthanasia policies.

Board of Health Minutes - November 4, 2008
Page 2
Dr. Schneider asked for additional information on the HIV/AIDS cases in Lancaster
County versus the State of Nebraska.
Mr. Messineo expressed congratulations to the November Employee of the Month Kathy King - Environmental Publiv Health Food Program. Mr. Messineo asked about
the Annual Report and the distribution of the report. Mr. Beal responded preparations
will begin on the Annual Report. The Report has been distributed via the Department’s
website for the past several years. Mr. Messineo stated we need to market the website
to assure people are aware of the Report and have access to it.
Mr. Messineo requested recognition letters be sent to the three local high schools who
finished in the top 50 schools in the country for the amount of recycled products per
student.
VI.

CURRENT BUSINESS

VII.

NEW BUSINESS
A,

Community Health Services Division Report
Ms Mason introduced Ms. Rorabaugh, Customer Services Supervisor, Ms. Terry,
Maternal - Child Health Supervisor, Ms. Afuh, Public Health Clinic Supervisor, and
Ms. Christensen, Program Evaluation and Quality Improvement staff person. Each
provided information on their particular area. Community Health Services Division
priorities are 1) to assure access to health care, 2) to focus on vulnerable populations,
and 3) excellence in service delivery. Customer Service involves administrative
support, direct customer service, records management and data entry.
Maternal-Child Health services includes the home visitation program, Presumptive
Eligibility Program, community outreach and partnerships. The Public Health Clinic
section includes the Walk-In Clinic, General Assistance Medical Clinic, Information
and Referral Center, STI/HIV, Youth Services Center and the Laboratory. Program
Evaluation and Quality Improvement includes data collection, program improvements
and review of performance measures.

B.

Pandemic Flu Update
Mr. Hosking provided an update on the Department’s efforts and activities regarding
Pandemic Flu. Staff continue planning and providing presentations in the community.
They have also conducted table top exercises and mass clinic operation exercises. The
exercises are conducted with our community partners. He stated the Department’s
public version of the Pandemic Flu Plan is available on the Department’s website.

C.

Preparing the County for LB 395
Mr. Humm provided an update on the Department’s efforts to assist businesses in
Lancaster County with implementation of LB 395 (smoking ban) The ban goes into
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effect in June, 2009. Beginning in January, 2009 staff will provide educational
packets, signage and assist with policy development for the business owners. The State
law was modeled after Lincoln’s ordinance. Staff will continue to provide updates to
the Board of Health.
VIII.

FUTURE BUSINESS

IX.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The next meeting is December 9, 2008 at 5:00 PM.

X.

ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 6:25 PM.

Elaine Severe
Recording Secretary

Tony Messineo
Vice-President

DjEPARTMENT REPORT
NOVEMBER, 2008
HEALTH DIRECTOR
-

The Health Director met with the Lincoln Ambassadors, a new animal group in the
community, regarding their concerns with the Capital Humane Society’s euthanasia
policies. He also met with the Mayor’s Office to inform them of the meeting results.

-

The Health Director continues to meet with the Mayor regarding the People’s Health
Center to discuss future input and direction from the Department and other community
leaders.

-

The Health Department hosted the Homeless Coalition’s Annual Recognition Meeting.
Janette Johnson, Health Promotion staff member, was honored for her efforts with the
Coalition.

-

The Department participated in the City’s Combined Community Campaign during the
month of October & November. Mayor Beutler challenged each Department to increase
their percentage of employees who participate in the program.

-

Employee of the Month - Magdalena Krynsky - Information & Fiscal Management
Division.

ASSISTANT HEALTH DIRECTOR
-

The first Community Forum on the Department’s operational plan will be conducted with
the Food Advisory Committee (FAC) on November 19, 2008. The focus will be on the
food program and what the FAC sees as unmet needs currently and into the future. Staff
completed their own assessment and created a chart that will be provided to the FAC
members. The community forums will continue through November and December
covering the three topics of Prevention, Access Regulation/Environmental Health.

-

Work continues on the Department’s Annual Report. The operational plan and the health
indicators will be incorporated into the report in an effort to highlight our work on
measurable health outcomes. The report will also contain program statistics and program
highlights from each division.

-

Deputy Fire Chief, Dean Staberg attended the November 6th accreditation meeting. LFR
is an accredited fire department and many of tthe processes they follow for accreditation
are similar to what we are doing to become an accredited local health department.

-

Our Department was highlighted in the November issue of accreditNATION, a
publication of NACCHO.
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County Commissioners Schorr and Stevens toured the Boys and Girls Club (BGC)
location at Park Middle School on November 18th. The Assistant Health Director
represents LLCHD on the BGC board.

ANIMAL CONTROL
November Service Statistics

-

FY 2007

FY 2008

FY 2009

Oct.

Oct.

YTD

YTD

YTD

2007

2008

55,477
15,670
18,891

8,873
3,711
3,999

5,190
1,629
1,835

4,750
2,088
2,235

Pet Licenses Sold
Cases Dispatched
Investigations

54,942
17,443
20,327

Animals Impounded
Dogs
Cats

3,623
1,954
1,559

3,893
2,074
1,713

747
375
352

401
160
149

402
186
202

Court Citations Issued
W arnings/Defects Issued

353
6,969

292
4,126

52
296

24
531

22
166

Bite Cases Reported
Attack Cases Reported

525
127

424
115

91
14

30
6

40
7

Dogs Declared (PPD, DD, V)

148

149

26

10

10

Animal Neglect Investigations
Injured Animal Rescue
W ildlife Rem oval
Dead Animal Pickup

879
798
394
1,620

828
651
419
1,391

138
105
97
275

69
56
32
166

63
40
37
120

Lost and Found Reports
Phone Calls
Average Response Time (in m ins)

798
41,887
31

1,370
40,818
39

350
8,259
39

163
3,600
33

192
3,984
25

Animal Control Officers working with Nebraska Game and Parks Officers and Stetson
Wildlife Management, captured a Sika Deer that was running through Lincoln. A Sika
Deer is a Japanese deer and is not native to this area. Numerous tests were completed on
the animal by vets from the Nebraska State Department of Agriculture to ensure it was
healthy. Research done by the Animal Control Office, Game and Parks, and the State
Agriculture Department yielded no success in determining where the animal came from
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or why it ended up in Lincoln. The deer is currently being held at the Capital Humane
Society until it can be placed in a new home.
-

Animal Control Officers and Nebraska State Troopers responded to an Emu running
along I-80 near the Waverly exit. Officers were able to prevent the large bird from
causing any traffic accidents but the animal escaped capture as it jumped a fence and ran
out of view across a field.

-

Animal Control Officers were asked by the Lincoln Police Department to investigate a
canine skull that was found at a crime scene. The skull was examined by vets and was
determined to be a domestic animal that had died of natural causes.

COMMUNITY HEALTH SERVICES
CHS Performance Measures
-

Within the last year, CHS staff developed performance measures for CHS programs
meant to reflect the major goals and responsibilities of the division. Within the last
several months, CHS Supervisors, CHS Program Evaluation & Quality Assurance staff,
and IFM staff identified ways to abstract the data needed to evaluate performance goals.
CHS staff made a positive impact on our high-risk, hard-to-reach populations as they
exceeded five (5) performance goals and partially met two (2) additional goals in FY
2007-2008.
·

·

·

·

Goal: Maternal-Child Health (MCH) Nurse Case Managers assure that at least 150
“new” racial/ethnic minority adults are screened at community sites for cardiovascular
disease (hypertension and elevated total cholesterol). Results: This goal was exceeded as
staff screened 301 “new” racial/ethnic minority adults for cardiovascular disease at
community sites.
Goal: General Assistance (GA) Nurse Case Mangers assure that at least 50% of GA
clients report appropriate nutrition after 4 visits to the GA Medical Clinic. Results: This
goal was partially met as 59% of GA clients reported that they currently have, or are
making progress toward, appropriate nutrition after 4 visits to the GA Medical Clinic.
Goal: GA Nurse Case Mangers assure that at least 50% of GA clients report appropriate
physical activity after 4 visits to the GA Medical Clinic. Results: This goal was partially
met as 55% of GA clients reported that they currently engaged in, or are making progress
toward, appropriate physical activity after 4 visits to the GA Medical Clinic.
Goal: GA Nurse Case Managers assure that at least 50% of GA clients accurately
describe their medication regimen after 4 visits to the GA Medical Clinic. Results: This
goal was exceeded as 65% of GA clients could accurately describe their medication
regimen after 4 visits to the GA Medical Clinic.
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Goal: MCH Nurse Case Managers assure that at least 85% of women, receiving home
visits, obtained prenatal care from their primary care provider in the first trimester.
Results: This goal was exceeded as 86% of women, receiving home visits, obtained
prenatal care from their primary care provider in the first trimester.
Goal: MCH Nurse Case Managers assure that at least 93% of infants, receiving home
visits, weigh at least 2500 grams (5.5 pounds) at birth. Results: This goal was exceeded
as 94% of infants, receiving home visits, weighed at least 2500 grams.
Goal: MCH Nurse Case Managers assure that at least 74% of women, receiving home
visits, initiate breastfeeding in the hospital. Results: This goal was exceeded as 83% of
women, receiving home visits, initiated breastfeeding in the hospital.
As a part of the CHS performance measures effort we developed an algorithm for making
referrals for needed services within high-risk populations. Standardizing referral
processes will be critical to evaluating population outcomes via our new client
information system in the upcoming year.
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DENTAL HEALTH & NUTRITION
WIC
-

An area that is rarely discussed, but extremely important to any organization is staff
retention. In the past retention for WIC staff had been low. Losing staff created a
multitude of issues including delays in client services, the loss of program information
and expertise and an increase in the time and expense needed for training. By selecting
the candidate which best fits clinic needs we have been able to keep staff turnover
uncommonly low. This means as part of the selection process applicants are assessed not
only for professional qualifications, but in relationship to the current make up of the
clinic, the staff needs and the client needs in order to find the best person for the team.
Once hired, we have found that cross-training, flexible staff scheduling and a
management philosophy which empowers the staff to work as a self-managed team has
been good in providing staff what they need both on a personal and a professional level.
Currently the LLCHD WIC staff has 89 years of combined experience, which is an
average of 8 years per staff member.

Dental Health
-

During the month of October, the dental staff targeted 1,143 children and adults with oral
health presentations and information. Sites for the educational activities included,
Hartley Elementary School, Clinton and Hartey Community Learning Center Programs
(CLC) at Clinton School, Mickle Middle School, Cedars CLC program at the Arnold
Recreation Center, Touchstone, and Carol Yokum Family Resource Center’s Halloween
Party at the Arnold Recreation Center. In addition, dental staff provided school-based
dental screenings for 76 students at Hamlow Elementary School in Waverly.

-

During the month of October, 14 students rotated through the dental clinic as a clinical
rotation site for hands on experience. The students included 8 dental students and 4
hygiene students from the UNMC College of Dentistry and 2 dental assisting students
from Southeast Community College.

ENVIRONMENTAL PUBLIC HEALTH
Child Care Connection - Resource and Referral
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Parents needing child care turn to LLCHD’s Child Care Connection, a database of
licensed child care providers in Lincoln-Lancaster County available via the Internet or
telephone. Those that use the Internet also have access to LLCHD’s web site, which has
information on disease prevention, immunizations, proper illness exclusion in child care,
swimming pool safety information and west nile virus prevention. Parents also have the
opportunity to call in and request a child care list based on specific criteria, such as if the
provider accepts families using child care assistance, offers care during the nontraditional
work day, or transports children to and from school. The phone-in requests are especially
vital to the non-english speaking parents in our community, allowing them access to this
service through interpreters and step by step instructions from our staff. Police record
reviews are completed on state licensed Family Child Care Home I's and Small Family

Child Care Providers. If an operator is under corrective action or investigation by
Department of Health and Human Services or LLCHD, they are removed from the
referral system.
Business Hazardous Waste Collections - Saving Businesses Money & Protecting our Health
and Environment
-

Many businesses in our community generate small amounts of hazardous waste (toxic,
flammable, corrosive, reactive) which cannot be disposed of in the landfill and must be
managed by a licensed contractor. EPH staff facilitate two hazardous waste collections
each year to serve the needs of such businesses. By setting up a single location and
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coordinating the contractor, each business saves between $500 and $1000. In the past six
years, 250 businesses have brought 98,511 pounds of hazardous waste to these
collections. Savings to these small businesses is estimated to be between $125,000 and
$250,000. Businesses that accessed this service this year include: Precision Machine
Company (Manufacturing), Bob and Don's Plumbing, Brester Construction, Alter Metal
Recycling, Lape-Lee Painting, Holmes Lake Apartments, J & D Diesel Service,
Progressive Electric, Pechous Upholstering Company, Brett R Cascini DDS, and
Wesleyan University.

HEALTH DATA & EVALUATION
-

Now that it’s November, it’s likely that we have seen the last case of West Nile Virus
(WNV) for the year. So far, there have been no 2008 WNV deaths in the state. Through
October 21, 2008, Nebraska had recorded 45 cases; two in Lancaster County. We believe
there will be another two cases (a total of four) in the county for the year. WNV may now
be endemic in Nebraska and other states, but the 2008 cases represent a significant
decline from the 163 cases in 2007. Even if there might be additional cases added to the
count before the end of the year, 2008’s total will end up as the second lowest number of
cases in the last six years. In 2004, there were only 40 WNV cases statewide; in 2007, the
next lowest, 163. In 2003, we recorded 2,022 cases in Nebraska. That year, there were
129 cases of WNV, and two WNV deaths, in Lancaster County.

-

Flu season has begun, but so far the rates of influenza-like cases locally (imperceptible on
the graph below) and in the state are low. Nationwide, only Hawaii has reported even
local flu activity. Nevertheless, flu activity will pick up as we move into the holiday
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season and beyond. Last year, as you may recall the number of flu cases didn’t become
noticeable until January, and didn’t peak until late February; so despite little early season
flu activity the best preventive measure is for people to get a flu shot. Remember, this
year the ACIP (Advisory Committee for Immunization Practices) has for the first time
recommended that all children 5 through 18 get a flu shot. To meet the hoped-for
demand, this year the nation’s pharmaceutical companies have produced 146 million
doses of flu vaccine. The vaccine has been matched to the three types of flu (2 types of A,
1 type B) that led to last year’s late season epidemic. There’s an adequate supply of
vaccine for everyone who seeks a flu shot, and hopefully this year’s vaccine will provide
more protection than last year’s poorly-matched vaccine.

HEALTH PROMOTION & OUTREACH
-

The featured program from HPO this month is WATCH D.O.G.S. This program is part
of the Fatherhood Coalition that is chaired by David Humm. WATCH D.O.G.S. is a K-12
program that invites fathers, grandfathers, uncles, or other father figures to volunteer at
least one day at their child’s/student’s school during the school year. Individuals sign up
at a kick-off event such as a “Dads and Kids Pizza Night” or “Donuts with Dad” or in the
office at any time throughout the year. The program is overseen by a “Top Dog”
volunteer who partners with the school administrator to coordinate scheduling and
identify opportunities for WatchDOGS to provide assistance at the school. WatchDOG
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volunteers perform a variety of tasks during their volunteer day including monitoring the
school entrance, assisting with unloading and loading of buses and cars, monitoring the
lunch room, helping at recess or P.E. or helping in the classroom with a teacher’s
guidance by working with small groups of students on homework, flashcards, or spelling.
Funding is provided by the Nebraska Fatherhood Initiative to start the program and
provides program supplies. A few staff participate in a 45 minute conference call after
registering to be a WatchDOGS site. A little planning and oversight...then very easy to
implement and sustain for schools. To date, David has presented the WATCH D.O.G.S.
program to six schools in the medically underserved areas of Lincoln and has had
excellent response. He will continue to evaluate the effectiveness of this program and the
impact on the students, the schools, and the fathers/father figures.
Nationally:
* 79% of principals surveyed strongly agreed or agreed that “The WATCH D.O.G.S.
program has made a significant contribution to the safety of our school.”
* 96% of dads who completed our End-of-Day Survey strongly agreed or agreed that their
“experience as a WatchDOGS volunteer was rewarding” and they would “want to do
something like this again.”
Locally:
“This is my first year associated with the Watch Dog program, but I have been impressed
so far. We had a good turnout for the kick-off meeting. It is a great thing to see dads
with their kids at any school event. Our students’ excitement who attended the event with
their fathers was very noticeable. We have one father in particular who wears his Watch
Dog shirt just about every time he comes into the building, even when he is not
volunteering as a Watch Dog. It seems to have made a valuable connection between us.”
Scott Nelson – Principal, McPhee Elementary
“WatchDOGS is an opportunity for father figures to be seen by other parents, students,
and staff of the school as providers and parent role-models. I especially think its
important in promoting the importance of male role models in the upbringing of today’s
youth. There is a certain feeling of “safety” that youth receive from just spending time
with their father figures.” Ryan Mohling – CLC Site Supervisor, Everett and McPhee
Elementary

INFORMATION & FISCAL MANAGEMENT
-

The Annual Fiscal Report was completed for all funds and reconciled to the City of
Lincoln financial system. It will be included in the Department’s Annual Report. Staff
are currently modifying the FY 2009 internal reports created for the Health Director and
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Division Managers based on lessons learned in FY 2008.
-

The Division Manager attended the Annual Meeting of the Public Health Data Standards
Consortium. The three day meeting included a planning session to improve the
involvement and input from state and local health department’s in the setting of national
health information technology requirements. If there is no effective representation from
state and local health departments, the standards and requirements are likely to continue
the current disjointed and unconnected sets of requirements that local departments and
communities must meet. Kathy serves as the NACCHO (National Association of County
& City Health Officers) representative to the Consortium and is the Consortium’s Vice
President for State and Local Health Departments. Our involvement with the NACCHO
Informatics Workgroup and the Public Health Data Standards Consortium has increased
our knowledge of the marketplace and future requirements from CDC and other federal
agencies. We have used this to create requirements for software development and
acquisition which will increase the life span and usability of our investments in these
areas.

Steve M Hiller/Notes
12/05/2008 01:07 PM

To jako@inebraska.com
cc Lynn Johnson/Notes@Notes, Tammy J
Grammer/Notes@Notes
bcc
Subject Youth Basketball Program

Jeanette Fanmeyer,
I'm responding to your email from 11/27/08 regarding the youth basketball
league sponsored by the Lincoln Parks and Recreation Dept. There was a delay on
the part of the volunteer coach in picking up the roster information for the team in question.
The coach has picked up the information and I believe has contacted the boys on this team
and has had a practice on two. It's not unusual to have kids from different schools on the same
team. We try to organize teams by geographical area as much as possible, when we have too
few kids sign up from one school we then have to combine those kids with a near by group until
we have enough for a team. Not always the best situation but it usually works out.
I apologize for the delay in getting notified, hopefully all the boys have been contacted
and the team is getting prepared to start the season.
Steve Hiller
Asst. Director
Lincoln Parks and Recreation Dept.
402-441-8266
402-441-8706 fax
shiller@lincoln.ne.gov

WebForm
<none@lincoln.ne.gov>
12/08/2008 08:07 PM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc
bcc
Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council
Name:
Address:
City:

Rob Michael
1120 S. 31st St.
Lincoln, NE 68510

Phone:
Fax:
Email:

(402)601-5720
rkm777@live.com

Comment or Question:
Council Members,
A few days ago I heard Lincoln Police Chief Tom Cassidy announce that Lincoln
will be getting "red light cameras". I find this more than a little
unsettling. I would like to strongly urge you to defer to the people of
Lincoln on this matter. These cameras are not cheap and Lincoln tax payers
should get a say in whether or not we spend the money for these cameras. There
is also the issue of privacy. It should be up to the citizens whether or not
we allow ourselves to be surveiled in this way. Mr. Cassidy is a fine Chief of
Police but he is not a dictator and he should be required to bring this before
the citizens of this city before he makes any announcements.
I would appreciate your feedback on this.
Rob Michael

ADDENDUM
TO
DIRECTORS’ AGENDA
MONDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2008
I.

MAYOR 1.

NEWS ADVISORY - RE: Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule Week of December
13 through December 19, 2008-Schedule subject to change.

II.

CITY CLERK - None

III.

CORRESPONDENCE A.

COUNCIL REQUESTS/CORRESPONDENCE -

JON CAMP 1.

Response Letter from Thomas Shafer, Public Works & Utilities Department to
Jon Camp - RE: Request to review the situation described by Mr. Dirk Brom in an
email text.

ROBIN ESCHLIMAN 1.

E-Mail from Joani Moore - RE: A claim she filed with the City of Lincoln
pertaining to the accident I had on city bus #654, College View route on 12/03/08.

B.

DIRECTORS AND DEPARTMENT HEADS -

HEALTH 1.

NEWS RELEASE - RE: The Lincoln/Lancaster County Health Department is
seeking individuals interested in the local Food Safety Program to apply for the
Lincoln/Lancaster County Food Advisory Committee.

C.

MISCELLANEOUS -

1.

E-Mail from Cathy Pischel - RE: Read an article in the newspaper about the
possibility of making dumpster diving illegal.

daadd121508/tjg

CITY OF LINCOLN
NEBRASKA

DATE: December 12, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule
Week of December 13 through December 19, 2008
Schedule subject to change

Monday, December 15
Mayor’s Award of Excellence presentations – 1:30 p.m., Council Chambers, County-City Building,
555 S. 10th St.
Mayor’s SPAM Challenge finale – 2 p.m., Room 113, County-City Building

Tuesday, December 16
LIBA luncheon, remarks - noon, Holiday Inn Downtown, 141 N. 9th St.

Thursday, December 18
KFOR Morning Show - 7:45 a.m.
Southeast Community College (SCC) graduation speaker - 7:30 p.m., SCC, 84th and “O” street campus

Friday, December 19
Sowers Club, remarks - Holiday Inn Downtown

<MooreJ402@aol.com>

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

12/11/2008 11:48 AM

cc
bcc
Subject (no subject)

History:

This message has been forwarded.

To: Robin Eischliman
In regards to the claim I filed with the City of LIncoln pertaining to the accident I had on city bus #654, College
View route on October 3, 2008, the bus driver (Bill) was very much at fault due to the fact that he always drives too
fast, especially when he is running late. I am not the only one that has noticed this. Other Star Tran passengers
told me that this particular driver always drives too fast and that in itself could have saved me from being "pitched"
from my seat, as Connor L. Reuter states it. It's all on film and I was wondering if you have seen it. It was
described to me via the phone. Also, it is not my fault that the camera did not display the license plate number of
the car that pulled out in front of us. Perhaps, better equipment would be in order for our bus service. I believe that
my request is in order, the bus driver should be notified and set belts would also be in order, especially for the
seats that have nothing to grab on to in case something like this ever happens again.

Respectfully yours,

Joani Moore

Make your life easier with all your friends, email, and favorite sites in one place. Try it now.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
FOR MORE INFORMATION:

December 10, 2008
Joyce Jensen, REHS, CP-FS
Environmental Health Supervisor
(402) 441-8033

The Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department (LLCHD) is seeking individuals interested in
the local Food Safety Program to apply for the Lincoln-Lancaster County Food Advisory
Committee. These individuals will represent the public’s interest and must have no financial
interest in a food establishment.
The Committee is composed of a minimum of eight industry and four public representatives.
Members are appointed by the Lincoln-Lancaster County Board of Health. Meetings are usually
held four times a year.
The Food Safety Program is responsible for Foodborne illness investigation, food establishment
inspections, establishment permits, and technical assistance to food establishments in Lincoln
and Lancaster County. The Food Advisory Committee reviews activities, legislation, policies,
and procedures related to the LLCHD’s Food Safety Program for recommendations to the Board
of Health.
The Committee has been instrumental in developing the Lincoln Food Code and the Food
Handler Training Program. Currently, the Committee is working on revisions to the Food
Handler Training and Permitting Program. There are over 16,500 food handlers and managers
permitted by LLCHD to work in Lincoln Food Establishments.
If you are interested in serving on this committee, please contact Environmental Health
Supervisor Joyce Jensen at 441-8033 by December 29, 2008, for an application.

###

WebForm
<none@lincoln.ne.gov>

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc

12/09/2008 05:29 PM

bcc
Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council
Name:
Address:
City:

Cathy Pischel
4621 S 54
Lincoln, NE 68516

Phone:
Fax:
Email:
Comment or Question:
I read an article in the newspaper about the possibility of making dumpster
diving illegal. "Councilman Camp cautioned that some dumpster divers fish
aluminum cans out of dumpsters for recycling."
He is absolutely right.
into the landfill.

There is no need for all those aluminum cans to go

I am against making dumpster diving illegal at this time.
I would like to see the City Council make recycling mandatory!! That would
keep a lot of recyclables out of the landfill. I see so many businesses
filling their dumpsters with cardboard, paper, plastic, aluminum and glass
that could just as well be recycled!!
At the very least, it would be good to put a refundable deposit on cans and
plastic & glass bottles. Perhaps that would keep a lot of those things out of
the landfill.
I am curious about why the Lincoln Policy Network (NeighborWorks) is against
dumpster diving?
Please consider ways to increase recycling, not decrease it.
Thanks,
Cathy Pischel

