IN LIEU OF
DIRECTORS’ MEETING
MONDAY, AUGUST 11, 2008
I.

MAYOR
*1. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Mayor Encourages Residents to Observe 25th Annual “National
Night Out”.
*2. NEWS RELEASE - RE: South 56th Street to Close for Resurfacing (Council received on
08/04/08)
*3. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Cheney Elevated Reservoir Nearing Completion.
*4. Washington Report - August 1, 2008.

II.

DIRECTORS
FINANCE/CITY TREASURER
*1. Cash Letter for the month of June 2008 - RE: Monthly City Cash Report and Pledged
Collateral Statement.
LIBRARY
*1. E-Mail Information from Carol J. Connor, Director - RE: Public Service Schedule
Proposed for FY 2008-2009.
WEED CONTROL AUTHORITY
*1. Combined Weed Program - City of Lincoln - July 2008 Monthly Report.

III. CITY CLERK
IV. COUNCIL REQUESTS/CORRESPONDENCE
JON CAMP
*1. E-Mail from Glenda Dietrich Moore - RE: StarTran Bus Service.
*2. Response E-Mail to Maurice Baker - RE: Keeping the Safe Neighborhoods Program in
budget.
JONATHAN COOK
*1. Letter from George E. Wolf - RE: Opposing any decrease in funding to the Stronger,
Safer Neighborhoods program.
*2. Request to Public Works & Utilities Department - RE: Water and Gas service flagged RFI#134-08/07/08.
ROBIN ESCHLIMAN
*1. Letter from Joan Ogren - RE: Train whistles continually through the night, consider an
overpass for Saltillo Road as opposed to a Quiet zone.

DAN MARVIN
*1. E-Mail & Attached Letter from Paula Rhian, President, Everett Neighborhood
Association - RE: In support of program funding and services to the neighborhood.

V.

MISCELLANEOUS
*1. E-Mail from Jim Brandle - RE: Extremely disappointed in cuts to the CLC (Community
Learning Centers), with email received from Mayor Beutler encouraging input.
*2. E-Mail from Sue Samson - RE: Parks budget cuts.
*3. E-Mail from Wayne Boles - RE: Urging support of the investment in the Stronger Safer
Neighborhoods initiatives.
*4. E-Mail from Wilbur Dasenbrock - RE: In budget consider health and human services in
community, and stop deterioration of city landscapes and park plantings.
*5. E-Mail from Tobias Pace - RE: Cutting Bennett Martin library hours not the best
solution.
*6. E-Mail from Zach Garfield - RE: Need more investment into the bus system.
*7. E-Mail from Christine Muller - RE: Proposed bus hours makes it impossible to visit the
library for people working non-traditional hours.
*8. E-Mail & Attached Photos from Scott Bailey - RE: Volleyball court at Playmakers, 640
West Van Dorn Street.
*9. E-Mail from Ruth Chantry, Raymond, NE - RE: Thanks for considering opening Eiseley
Library at noon on Sundays.
*10. E-Mail from E. Wayne Boles - RE: Congratulate the Mayor on forwarding balanced
budget, work with him to maintain this level of fiscal responsibility.
*11. E-Mail from Mary Roseberry-Brown - RE: Dismayed on reading proposed cut back of
the Bennett Martin Library hours.
*12. Letter & Attachments from Marian L. Malone - RE: Cutting mid-day StarTran service
and cutting the library hours are not an answer for the budget.
*13. Letter from Ron Davis - RE: Incident of two firemen taking narcotic pain medication.
*14. Letter from Richard A. Noyes, President, Downtown Neighborhood Association RE: Continue to support the Stronger, Safer Neighborhoods Project.
*15. Letter from George E. Wolf - RE: Oppose any funding decrease to the Stronger, Safer
Neighborhoods program.
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*16. Letter from Gloria Pedersen - RE: Listing reasons why funding should not be cut to the
Easterday Program.
*17. E-Mail from Lois Poppe - RE: Opposed to proposed bus changes with examples of
people who want to, and need to, ride the bus between 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.
*18.

E-Mail & Attachment from Karen Hand, Parks & Recreation Advisory Board Chair RE: Urging No Cuts to the Parks and Recreation budget.

*19. E-Mail from Shirley Anderson - RE: Opposed to alcohol in our parks.
*20. E-Mail from Wilma J. Williams - RE: The City Budget.
*21. E-Mail from Mike Tilson - RE: The StarTran bus cuts.
*22. E-Mail from Kendall R. Nelson - RE: The buses and Handi Van cuts.
*23. Letter from Richard A. Noyes, President, Downtown Neighborhood Association RE: - The proposed City Council budget is draconian, lacks consideration for many
downtown residents, and does not address the pressing needs of this growing
community.
*24. Letter from Jean Ford - RE: Mayor Beutler’s proposal to eliminate StarTran bus routes
and time frames of bus runs.
*25. Letter from William R. Davenport - RE: The City budget cuts - Libraries.
*26. E-Mail from Edith Meints - RE: Lincoln Budget-encourages you to maintain a
substantial budget for City Parks & Rec.
*27. E-Mail & Attached Letter from Susan Epps, American Red Cross Cornhusker Regional
Chapter - RE: Save the Safer Neighborhoods program.
*28. E-Mail from Brian Corr - RE: Save the Stronger, Safer Neighborhoods program.
*29. E-Mail from Janis L. Johnson - RE: Meadow Heights pool.
*30. E-Mail from James R. Newell - RE: Bennett Martin Library services.
*31. E-Mail from Beatty Brasch, Center for People in Need - RE: The Ride For Five Bus
Proposal.
*32. 2 E-Mails from Amy Hanson - RE: Ride for Five.
*33. E-Mail from Betsy Bergman - RE: StarTran proposals.
*34. Letter from Nancy M. Russell - RE: The current rule to deliver the patient to the nearest
hospital regardless of patient preferences will be amended to patient choice.
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*35. Letter from Don Nelson - RE: Please leave the Bennett Martin Library like it is.
*36. Material - RE: Voting Machines.
*37. E-Mail from Mary Pipher - RE: Bus service.
*38. 131 Post Cards - RE: ‘Leave My Bus Alone’.

VI. ADJOURNMENT

*HELD OVER UNTIL AUGUST 18, 2008.

da081108/tjg
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CITY OF LINCOLN
NEBRASKA

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 5, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831
Jon Carlson, Aide to Mayor Beutler, 441-7224

MAYOR ENCOURAGES RESIDENTS TO OBSERVE
25TH ANNUAL “NATIONAL NIGHT OUT”
Mayor Chris Beutler urges all Lincoln residents to take part in the neighborhood activities and events planned
for the 25th annual “National Night Out Against Crime” tonight. From 7 to 10 p.m., Lincoln residents will join
others from across the nation in locking their doors, turning on outside lights and spending the evening outside
with neighbors and police
“This year, we have good reason to celebrate, as Lincoln showed a nearly 20 percent decrease in crime in the
first six months of the year,” Beutler said. “We could not have achieved that without the involvement of our
residents in crime prevention efforts. Participating in National Night Out sends a strong message to
lawbreakers that they are not welcome in our community.”
National Night Out is designed to increase crime prevention awareness; generate support for anti-crime efforts;
and strengthen neighborhood spirit and police-community partnerships.
Many neighborhoods throughout Lincoln will host a variety of events such as block parties, cookouts and group
walks. The Lincoln Police Department is involved in about 20 neighborhood activities tonight. One of the
events scheduled for National Night Out is a gathering from 5 to 7 p.m. at the “F” Street Community Center,
1225 “F” St. The center is in an area targeted by the “Stronger Safer Neighborhoods” initiative, headed by
Mayoral Aide Jon Carlson.
“This is a great opportunity to get to know your neighbors better, to meet the police officers who work in your
area and to find out what you can do to fight crime,” Carlson said. “The benefits of National Night Out extend
well beyond the one-night event.”
In 2007, about 35 million people participated in National Night Out, which is sponsored by the National
Association of Town Watch (www.nationaltownwatch.org).
- 30 -

CITY OF LINCOLN
NEBRASKA

PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES DEPARTMENT
Engineering Services, 531 Westgate Blvd., Lincoln, NE 68528, 441-7711, fax 441-6576
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 4, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Elmer Cole, Engineering Services, 441-7581
Steve Samuelson, Constructors Inc., 434-1764

SOUTH 56TH STREET TO CLOSE FOR RESURFACING
Beginning at 9 a.m. Friday, August 8, South 56th Street will be closed to through traffic from south of Quail
Ridge Drive to north of Vavak Place for resurfacing. Weather permitting, South 56th Street will re-open the
afternoon of Monday, August 11. The intersection of South 56th Street and Elkcrest Drive is being
resurfaced as part of a safety improvement project.
A total closure of South 56th Street in the work zone is necessary during the time the contractor is preparing
the area and laying new asphalt. Only emergency vehicles will be allowed. The total closure is expected to
last less than one day, weather permitting.
For those unable to access their streets and driveways, temporary parking will be provided along South 56th.
Additional parking also will be available along Woodland Avenue with pedestrian access to Quail Ridge
Drive via the pedestrian trail in Larson Park. Motorists and pedestrians are advised to use caution in the
area during construction.
If weather conditions do not allow the resurfacing to be completed the weekend of August 8, the work will
be rescheduled for the weekend of August 15.
More information on this and other City Public Works and Utilities construction projects is available on the
City Web site at lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: projects).
- 30 -

CITY OF LINCOLN
NEBRASKA

PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES DEPARTMENT
Lincoln Water System, 2021 N. 27th St., Lincoln, NE 68503, 441-7571, fax 441-8493
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 6, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Nick McElvain, Lincoln Water System, 441-5931
John Miriovsky, Lincoln Water System, 441-5932

CHENEY ELEVATED RESERVOIR NEARING COMPLETION
Construction is nearly complete on the Lincoln Water System’s (LWS) first elevated water tower located near
Cheney at S. 98th St. and Breagan Road. This water tower will be placed into service on August 7.
The City’s Capital Improvement Plan called for the water tower to be built in 2012. Nick McElvain, LWS
Operations Support Manager, said rapid commercial growth in southeast Lincoln made the tower’s
construction a higher priority. Area businesses, including the Nebraska Heart Institute Heart Hospital, are
dependent upon consistent, reliable, water service. While this area is currently served by a booster pump
station with a backup generator, there is no water storage in this pressure district.
Currently, power disruptions cause a slight delay in the generator’s startup, and some businesses experience a
decrease in water pressure. The tower will solve this problem by providing consistent pressure throughout
the Cheney Pressure District (see attached map). The new tower expands the serviceable area of the district
and adds storage to meet peak fire demands. Elevated tanks rely on gravity to provide pressure to the
system, even during temporary power disruptions.
The composite-style elevated structure consists of a concrete column with a steel reservoir, McElvain said.
This style provides the lowest long-term maintenance costs for this size. The water tower has a capacity of
two million gallons and is served by a new water main that was designed in conjunction with the tower
project.
Customers within the Cheney Pressure District may experience some fluctuation in pressures over the next
several weeks as the tower is placed into service and system operations are adjusted. When operational
adjustments are complete, customers will experience better, more consistent pressures throughout the district.
Water Tower Project Summary:
Height:
About 130 feet to overflow
Capacity:
Two million gallons
Cost:
About $3 million
Owner:
Lincoln Water System, City of Lincoln
Contractor: CB&I
Engineer:
Olsson Associates and Black & Veatch
Funding:
Water revenue and water revenue bonds
For more information, contact Nick McElvain, Lincoln Water System, at 441-5931.
- 30 -

81ST ST

80TH ST

93RD CIR
DR

96TH
PL

D

90TH S
T

PL

KATHY LA

93
R

PH
AR
ES

84TH ST

75TH ST

71ST ST

PIONEERS BLVD

OLD CHENEY RD

RD
PRAIRIE RIM

86TH ST

70TH ST

T
81ST S

PINE LAKE RD

75TH ST

CAR
SON
RD

TH
9
8

YANKEE HILL RD

ST

ST
ST
91

BADGER DR

98TH ST

EIGER DR
CT
95TH

PORTSCHE LA

96TH CT

REVERE LA

FIRST ST

YANKEE HILL RD

NE
BR
AS
KA
RD

HW
Y

2

98TH ST

BR
EA
G
AN

ROKEBY RD

ROKEBY R
D

CITY OF
LINCOLN
Washington
Office

WASHINGTON REPORT

Volume 14, Issue 24
August 1, 2008
INSIDE:

CONGRESS ADJOURNS FOR SUMMER RECESS

HOUSING ...................................1
HOMELESS ASSISTANCE .......1
DISASTER ASSISTANCE .........2
PUBLIC SAFETY .......................2
FINANCE ....................................3
BUDGET .....................................3
TRANSPORTATION..................4

_________

Washington Report
_________
Archived at:
www.capitaledege.com/
archive.html
_________

Carolyn C. Chaney
chaney@capitaledge.com
Christopher F. Giglio
giglio@capitaledge.com
Amanda Carvajal
acarvajal@capitaledge.com

Chaney & Associates
1212 New York Ave., NW
Suite 250
Washington, DC 20005
(202) 842-4930
Fax: (202) 842-5051
www.capitaledge.com

HOUSING

HOMELESS ASSISTANCE

President Bush signs foreclosure prevention
bill. On Wednesday, President Bush signed
the comprehensive housing bill (HR 3221)
that Congress sent him late last week. The
President eschewed the formal signing
ceremony often staged for landmark
legislation in favor of a low key event in the
Oval Office attended by Treasury Secretary
Henry Paulson and White House staff.

House panel approves reauthorization of
homeless assistance programs. The House
Financial Services Committee approved
legislation (HR 840) that would reauthorize
homeless assistance programs.

Last week’s issue of the Washington Report
includes a detailed description of the bill. IN
addition, a section-by-section summary of the
bill prepared by this office can be found at:
http://www.capitaledge.com/housing.pdf.
Of particular interest to local governments,
the bill appropriates $3.9 billion for grants to
state and local governments for the purchase
and rehabilitation of foreclosed and vacant
homes. The Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD) must develop a
formula to distribute the funds within 60 days
and must then distribute them within another
30 days, meaning that grantees will start
receiving funds as early as November.
Grantees will then have 18 months to spend
the funds, which will not require a match.
The bill is written in a way that would allow
HUD to allocate all of the funds to the states,
potentially creating an additional layer of
bureaucracy and delaying the allocation of the
funds to where they are most needed.
Local government interest groups have
already met with HUD officials to urge that
they allocate at least 70 percent of the funds
directly to cities and urban counties.

The unanimous vote came after a lengthy and
sometimes contentious debate over the bill’s
definition of “homeless.” As introduced, the
bill would have significantly expanded the
definition of homeless individuals, which
many local governments feared would further
stretch limited resources and confuse 10-year
plans to combat homelessness that were
already in place.
The Committee ended up approving an
amendment to the bill that narrows the
definition of “homeless” for the original bill
with regard to people in shared housing and
in motels, hotels, and campgrounds. The
amendment also expands the definition,
however, to include individuals fleeing
domestic violence.
Although homeless advocates and many
Committee members support the broadest
definition of homeless, they concede that
funding constraints limit the reach of federal
homeless programs.

Due to the
Congressional Recess,
the next Washington
Report will be sent on
September 12
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Overall, the bill would authorize $2.5
billion for homeless assistance programs in
FY 2008 and such sums as may be
necessary for FY 2009 through FY 2012.
In addition, it would generally maintain the
Continuum of Care format for federal
homeless assistance programs.
It would require each Continuum of Care
geographic area to establish a Community
Homeless Assistance Planning Board to
coordinate homeless assistance activities
and requests for federal assistance. The
bill would require that each Board have a
majority of members who are homeless,
have experienced homelessness or are
homeless advocates. It would also give
greater emphasis under the Continuum of
Care Program to permanent and transition
housing and homeless prevention
activities.
The bill now heads to the full House. The
Senate Banking Committee has approved a
similar bill (S 1518) that is awaiting
consideration by the full Senate. Given the
tight congressional schedule, final passage
of a homeless reauthorization bill may
have to wait until the 111th Congress.

Washington Report
•

Allowing temporary FEMA
employees hired in the aftermath of
a disaster to be eligible for health
insurance.

•

Allowing FEMA to sell materials
and equipment to states and local
governments for smaller disasters
not deemed an emergency.

•

Authorizing the Disaster Relief
Fund that was created by
appropriators, up to $300 million
annually. It would provide funding
fo r p o st -d i s a s t e r ho u s i n g,
transportation and medical
assistance.

•

Reinstating temporary mortgage and
rental payments for people who, as a
result of a major disaster, are at risk
of losing their homes.

•

Allowing FEMA to rescue and
shelter pets and animals during
disasters and emergencies.

•

Requiring FEMA to assess the
number of trailers needed during a
disaster and devise a plan to dispose
of those no longer needed.

•

Authorizing the Citizen Corps
preparedness program that helps
coordinate volunteers to respond to
disasters.

DISASTER ASSISTANCE
House panel approved omnibus disaster
assistance measure.
The House
Transportation and Infrastructure
Committee approved disaster assistance
legislation (HR 6658) this week that
combines provisions of a number of related
bills into one package that sponsors hope
will smooth its passage in the Senate.
The centerpiece of the legislation is the
reauthorization of the FEMA Pre-Disaster
Mitigation Grant program. The program,
which provides competitive grants to states
and local governments for local
preparedness programs, would be
reauthorized at $250 million annually
through FY 2011. The program received
$115 million in FY 2008.
Other provisions of the omnibus package
approved by the committee include:
•

Directing FEMA to modernize its
Emergency Alert System, which
allows the President to speak to the
American people within 10 minutes of
an emergency.

Bill sponsors hope that the House will
consider the package on the floor in
September. It would then be sent to the
Senate, where supporters hope that it
would be viewed as more desirable than
taking up all of the bills included in it
individually.

PUBLIC SAFETY
Senate committee approves legislation
relating to juvenile justice, meth
production.
The Senate Judiciary
Committee approved legislation this
week that would reauthorize programs
under the 1974 Juvenile Justice and
Delinquency Prevention Act (S 3155), as
well as a measure (S 1276) designed to
curb production of methamphetamines.
The Juvenile Justice and Delinquency
Prevention Act authorized two
“incentive grant” programs. The first

provides grants to states for projects
addressing youth currently in prison,
such as separating youth from adults in
the prison system and limiting the
detention of youth for low-level
offenses. The other provides grants to
states and local governments for
delinquency prevention programs.
Changes to the delinquency prevention
incentive grant program includes
language to ensure that the funds are
directed to programs that have
documented results in reducing crime.
The legislation would reauthorize both
programs through FY 2013. There is no
timetable for floor consideration for the
bill and there is no House counterpart.
Chances of the bill being approved this
year dimmed when Senator Tom Coburn
(R-OK) announced that he would place a
“hold” on the bill, as he believes that
there are not adequate mechanisms in
place for assessing grant performance.
Meanwhile, the committee also approved
the Methamphetamine Production
Prevention Act (S 1276), which would
facilitate the creation of an electronic
logbook to monitor sales of meth
“precursor drugs” – such as
pseudoephedrine – and prevent
individuals from going from pharmacy
to pharmacy to stock up on the items.
The 2006 Combat Meth Act requires
pharmacies to record transactions
involving precursor drugs.
S 1276
would authorize $3 million in grants to
states to develop an electronic system
that will allow for easier and faster
sharing of information with law
enforcement agencies.
There is no schedule for Senate floor
consideration of S 1276. A House
counterpart (HR 2747) was introduced
last year but has not been considered by
the House Judiciary Committee.
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Washington Report

FINANCE

BUDGET

House panel considers bill to provide equal
treatment for municipal bonds. The House
Financial Services Committee approved
legislation (HR 6308) this week that would
eliminate the ability of bond ratings
agencies (such as Moody’s or Standard and
Poors) to use separate risk standards for
municipal bonds than they do for corporate
bonds.

Byrd unveils $24 billion stimulus bill.
Senate Appropriations Committee
Chairman Robert Byrd (D-WV) unveiled
a $26 billion stimulus/supplemental
appropriations bill this week.

•

$450 million for Women, Infants &
Children program

•

$50 million for Emergency Food
Assistance Program

With the November elections looming,
many rank-and-file members, especially
among the Democratic ranks, are eager
to counteract increasingly gloomy
economic news and welcomed Byrd’s
proposal. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi
(D-CA) both tempered and added to the
excitement stirred up by Byrd’s bill,
saying that a stimulus bill would need
bipartisan support, including the support
of the White House, while adding that
she envisioned a bill costing up to $50
billion. House Republican leaders added
that while they do not rule out a
stimulus, they would prefer tax breaks or
rebates similar to the one enacted earlier
this year to spending on infrastructure
and social programs.

•

$40 million for Senior Meals

•

$215 million for Public Housing
Capital grants
$200 million for the Clean Water
State Revolving Loan Fund

Bill sponsors maintain that the current
credit rating system has caused municipal
bonds to be rated lower than corporate
bonds. Unlike their corporate counterparts,
there has never been a default on the nearly
14,800 general obligation bonds issued
between 1970 and 2000. The result of the
current system is that taxpayers in those
communities incur higher costs from the
higher interest payments.
Currently,
municipal bonds make up a $2.5 trillion
market.
Several committee members offered, and
then withdrew proposed amendments, as
committee leaders promised to work with
them on their concerns prior to floor
consideration of the bill.
One proposed amendment would have
required bond insurers to maintain separate
reserves for insuring municipal bonds. In
recent years, companies that once insured
just municipal bonds started to insure
mortgage-backed securities, and defaults
and foreclosures have made that business
less lucrative. As a result, some local
governments have seen their interest rates
increase because their bond insurer’s credit
ratings have slipped.

Byrd’s supplemental appropriation
proposal is heavy on both infrastructure
and social programs and also calls for
spending on energy research, job
training and disaster assistance.
The White House has not commented on
a stimulus/supplemental appropriations
bill.
The Byrd proposal calls for $26 billion
in additional FY 2008 spending across a
broad array of categories, including
some of the following of note.
•

$300 million for competitive grants
to state and local governments for
innovative renewable energy
efficiency and renewable energy
demonstration projects

•

$3.57 billion from the general fund
for highways, distributed to the
states by formula

•

$893 million for federal transit
programs

•

$100 million for capital projects on
Amtrak corridors

•

$200 million for the
Improvement Program

Committee Chairman Barney Frank (DMA) indicated that he was inclined to
support that proposal, and hopes that HR
6308 will be considered on the House floor
in September.

Airport

•
•

$250 million for the Dislocated
Workers program

•

$250 million for the Youth Job
Training program
$850 million for school repair &
renovation

•
•

$100 million for Customs & Border
Protection

•

$7 billion for Midwest flood disaster
assistance

•

$2.938 billion for
disaster assistance
Hurricane Katrina

•

$910 million for western firefighting
efforts

•

$1.25 billion for the Low-Income
Home Energy Assistance Program

•

$490 million for Byrne Justice
Assistance Grants

levees and
related to
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TRANSPORTATION
DOT issues transportation blueprint. The
U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT)
unveiled a broad, comprehensive proposal
for future transportation funding options
this week.
Once again, the agency
recommends shifting from the current
federal excise tax on gasoline sales to an
approach based more on privatization, a
proposal that has received little enthusiasm
on Capitol Hill.
The report, entitled “Refocus. Reform.
Renew. A New Transportation Approach
for America,” urges Congress to draft the
next reauthorization of federal surface
transportation programs with provisions
that gradually phase-out the federal gas tax
in favor of direct user fees such as tolls,
congestion pricing, and public-private
partnerships. Currently, the 18.4 cent-pergallon federal gasoline tax provides over
90 percent of federal surface transportation
funding.
The report proposes a broad swath of new
programs to reduce congestion in major
metropolitan areas, such as a formuladriven Metropolitan Mobility Program and
the Metropolitan Innovation Fund, which
would be designed to encourage local
governments to invest more in transit,
traffic technology, and congestion pricing
on highways. Other recommendations
include a streamlined environmental and
planning process for highway and transit
programs, and a cost-effectiveness test for
all transportation projects, not just those in
the New Starts Capital Investment Grants
program.
House Transportation and Infrastructure
Committee Chairman James Oberstar (DMN) referred to the proposal as “a
collection of the same uninspired and
uninspiring policies that this
Administration has offered over the past
five years: toll it, privatize it, lease it, sell
it, or congestion price it.” Oberstar goes
on to say that the transportation financing
proposals set forth in the report are
unsustainable, and lack “intermodal
vision” for linking roads, rail, water, air,
and public transportation into a cohesive
whole.
The full report is available online at:
http://www.fightgridlocknow.gov/reform/r
eformproposal08.pdf.

Washington Report

Carol Connor
<c.connor@mail.lcl.lib.ne.us>
08/05/2008 12:02 PM

To <Council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc <Lynda.M.Anderson@WellsFargo.com>,
<LMAnderson@neb.rr.com>, <rc34712@alltel.net>,
<FredHoke@routers.com>, <jkirkpatrick@mchenrylaw.com>,
bcc
Subject Public Service Schedule Proposed for FY 2008-09

History:

This message has been forwarded.

After the public hearing at Bennett Martin Public Library on July 29th, the Library Board
approved the Public Service Schedule for Fiscal Year 2008-2009.
Please see attached for that portion of the Library Board minutes.
Carol J. Connor
Library Director
Lincoln City Libraries
136 So. 14th Street
Lincoln, NE 68508
402-441-8510
- July 29, 2008 Excerpt.doc

Library Board Meeting Minutes
Excerpt of July 29, 2008, Meeting

Proposed public service schedule for fiscal year 2008-2009:
Bennett Martin Public Library
136 So. 14th Street
Monday – Saturday 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Sunday
12 p.m. – 6 p.m.
Public Service Hours Per Week: 54
South Branch
2675 South Street
Monday – Thursday 10 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Friday - Saturday 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Sunday
12 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Public Service Hours Per Week: 64
Anderson Branch
3635 Touzalin Avenue
Monday – Thursday 10 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Friday – Saturday 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Sunday
12 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Public Service Hours Per Week: 64
Bethany Branch
1810 No. Cotner Blvd.
Monday – Saturday 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Sunday
Closed
Public Service Hours Per Week: 48

Eiseley Branch
1530 Superior Street
Monday – Thursday 10 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Friday – Saturday 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Sunday
12 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Public Service Hours Per Week: 64
Arnold Heights Branch
3815 NW 54th Street
Monday
2 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Tuesday - Wednesday 2 p.m. – 6 p.m.
Thursday
2 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Friday - Saturday
2 p.m. – 6 p.m.
Sunday
Closed
Public Service Hours Per Week: 28
Gere Branch
2400 So. 56th Street
Monday – Thursday 10 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Friday – Saturday 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Sunday
12 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Public Service Hours Per Week: 64
Walt Branch
6701 So. 14th Street
Monday – Thursday 10 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Friday – Saturday 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Sunday
12 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Public Service Hours Per Week: 64

After public testimony, Mr. Kirkpatrick moved to adopt the public service schedule as
proposed. Second by Ms. Maly.
Mr. Kirkpatrick stated that he sees two decisions being made. One is to have more
hours on Sunday. The numbers bear that out. We cannot argue that having more
hours on Sunday is not a good thing. We will see that reflected in greater circulation,
greater usage. When looking at the reduction in the Bennett Martin Public Library
hours, that is a cut. The library provides a valuable service for groups who meet in the
evening or individuals using the computer lab. Those are all valuable library services.
But we are cutting. We are not cutting because we want to cut or that we do not value
the users. We are doing it because we are forced to make a cut and we have
determined that this is a cut that even though it is painful, it is less painful than other
cuts. Mr. Kirkpatrick stated that it would be his vote that these would be hours that
could be added back; hopefully in the near future, because this is an important service
to provide. Meeting rooms are an important service. People meet here and then
browse the collection and check out videos. People who live downtown visit the library

in the evening to check their e-mail see this as a valuable service. People recognize
that this is a unique collection and should be available as much as possible. This is a
cut to services, this is a cut to quality, and it is not an easy thing to do. We have to
make hard choices. We have looked at all the numbers and determined what would
cause the least damage.
Roll Call Vote: Hoke, Kirkpatrick, Maly, O’Hanlon, Stevenson – aye; Cupp – nay;
Anderson – absent. Motion carried 5-1.

Combined Weed Program
City of Lincoln
July 2008 Monthly Report
Inspection Activity
This month’s inspections totaled 925. A total
of 3,282 inspections on 1,763 sites have
been made this year.

Noxious Weeds
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Made 707 inspections on 360 sites on
1,850 acres.
Found 284 violations on 312 acres.
- 251 musk thistle
- 29 leafy spurge
- 6 phragmites
- 9 purple loosestrife
Found no violations on 67 sites.
Sent 52 notices, 176 letters, 24 trace
cards and made 63 personal contacts.
Landowners controlled 169 sites.
Contracted control on one site
Control is pending on 18 sites.

.

Weed Abatement
INSPECTION SUMMARY
2,575 Inspections of 1,403 sites
Dire ct
contact
1 6%

Published
3%

Not ice
35%
None
23%
Letter
23%

About 77% of the 1,403 sites inspected
were violations and 23% were non

violations. Just over 55% of the violations
were on residential lots. These lots were
about equally split between being owner
occupied, tenant occupied or un-occupied.
About 40% of the violations were on
undeveloped lots. Violations on commercial,
public and right-of-way sites were about 4%
of the violations. About 9% of the violations
or 94 were contractor cut. About 37% of the
contractors cut sites were on lots with
unoccupied residences.
• Made 2,575 inspections on 1,403 sites
on 595 acres.
• Found 740 violations on 433 acres.
• Found no violations on 340 sites.
• Sent 499 notices, 338 letters, published
41 notifications, made 229 personal
contacts and made 6 referrals.
• Owners cut 668 sites
• Contractors cut 94 sites
• Cutting is pending on 300 sites.

July Activities
7
8
10
18
23
24

Lower Platte South NRD
Weed Mg Assoc Meeting
Papio Missouri NRD
Airboat Tour
LPWMA Meeting
Riparian Veg Management Task
Force

August Planned
Activities
11
13
14
15
21

Streambed Ownership Work Group
Meeting on RC&D Tour
Weed Mg Assoc Meeting
Legislative meeting
LPWMA Meeting

Jon Camp
<campjon@aol.com>
08/01/2008 01:35 PM

To <tgrammer@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc
bcc
Subject Fwd: Star Tran Bus Service

Jon Camp
Lincoln City Council
City Council Office: 441-7515
Haymarket Square Office: 474-1838
-----Original Message----From: Glenda D Moore <gmoore@unlnotes.unl.edu>
To: jcamp@lincoln.ne.gov
Sent: Wed, 30 Jul 2008 3:58 pm
Subject: Star Tran Bus Service
Dear Councilman Camp:
I work part time in downtown Lincoln and for the past 7 years have used Star Tran for
transportation to and from work/home. Every day, I ride the 1:00/1:30 p.m. bus from downtown
to near my home and every day there are from 8 to 20 persons on that bus. Many are using the
bus for transportation to/from their jobs.
Please do NOT vote for a reduction of or elimination of bus service from 10 a.m. to 2 pm as the
Mayor has proposed. Many working persons will be affected, and hence, both jobs and the
economy of Lincoln will suffer. If anything, this is a time to provide even better bus service as
more people wish to reduce the amount of money they spend on gasoline.
If you should need further information, please feel free to contact me.
Thank you.
Glenda Dietrich Moore
5401 Franklin St.
Lincoln NE 68506
402-483-5308
gmoore3@unl.edu=
It's time to go back to school! Get the latest trends and gadgets that make the grade on AOL
Shopping.

Jon Camp
<campjon@aol.com>
08/02/2008 06:10 PM

To <mbaker35@alltel.net>
cc <mayor@lincoln.ne.gov>, <tgrammer@lincoln.ne.gov>
bcc
Subject Re: City budget

Mr. Baker:
Thank you for your email. I have been out of town so am just now getting through my emails.
Thanks, too, for your participation and volunteerism in the Free to Grow program.
With our many budget requests and revenue shortfalls, I am sure you can appreciate the City's
difficulty in funding all programs. We will need to rely more on volunteerism and individual
responsibility in the future. This does not mean the end to excellent programs like Free to Grow
and Safe Neighborhoods. . .it just means a different manner in which they are administered and
funded.
Please continue your participation in this and similar programs that will ensure Lincoln remains
a wonderful city in which to reside.
Best regards,
Jon
Jon Camp
Lincoln City Council
City Council Office: 441-7515
Haymarket Square Office: 474-1838
-----Original Message----From: Maurice Baker <mbaker35@alltel.net>
To: jcamp@lincoln.ne.gov
Cc: mayor@lincoln.ne.gov
Sent: Thu, 31 Jul 2008 12:17 pm
Subject: City budget
Councilman Camp:
I know the council has to search for ways to balance the city budget and even small items are
being examined as to their priority. I understand this includes the Safe Neighborhoods program.
As an activist in the Clinton Neighborhood, I can attest to the fact that such programs can be
effective in preserving and improving our older neighborhoods.
I have worked with the Free to Grow program in the Clinton area and have seen great
improvements. These include the eliminating "drug houses", improving the physical facilities by

enforcing codes, making residents aware of resources that will help them improve their
properties, developing a sense of community so people report situations that need agency
attention and the very important development of concern for your neighbors and the
neighborhood. During our last community cleanup, we had the least amount of trash that I have
ever seen. This reflects the sense of concern and not a failure to bring the trash to the rolloffs. I
personally drove the alleys of approximately one-half of the neighborhood that day and could
find little to hauls to the collection site.
I see the Safe Neighborhoods program as being able to achieve many of the same gains if it is
permitted to continue. Therefore, I urge you not to use this program as a way of meeting your
very difficult job of balancing the budget.
Maurice Baker
464-1864
3259 Starr Street
It's time to go back to school! Get the latest trends and gadgets that make the grade on AOL
Shopping.

Dan Marvin
<dmarvin@neb.rr.com>
08/03/2008 09:22 PM

To Tammy Grammer <tgrammer@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc
bcc
Subject FW: tax increase vs budget cuts

From:Paula Rhian [mailto:travelczarina@yahoo.com]
Sent: Friday, August 01, 2008 11:46 AM
To: dmarvin@lincoln.ne.gov; ksvoboda@lincoln.ne.gov; reschliman@lincoln.ne.gov;
jspatz@lincoln.ne.gov; jcook@lincoln.ne.gov; jcamp@lincoln.ne.gov; demery@lincoln.ne.gov
Subject: tax increase vs budget cuts

Please accept the attached letter from the Everett Neighborhood Association on the above issue.

- Dear City Council ena 8 08.doc

Dear City Council:
On behalf of the Everett Neighborhood Association I am writing in support
of program funding and services to our neighborhood. There have been
some important advances made particularly in the area of crime. We are
concerned if programs and services are cut to this area we may lose
ground. As you know the area south of downtown is the most densely
populated in the city and has its share of problems. Many of those
problems stem from bad tenants with irresponsible landlords. The
problems here are systemic. Conditions didn’t deteriorate overnight, nor
will conditions improve over night.
We know the budget is tight. We in the older neighborhoods have felt the
‘belt tightening’ probably more than others. We see the lack of
maintenance; the projects put on hold and feel the potholes. But if cuts
continue the city will be looking at spending much more money in the
future. Deferred/decreased maintenance—both in terms of the physical
environment and services will have an increasingly negative impact on the
older areas of the city. Please, you can raise our property taxes but no
more cuts.

Paula Rhian
President
Everett Neighborhood Association

<jbwindbreak@aol.com>

To <chris@mayorbeutler.com>

07/31/2008 10:33 PM

cc <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
bcc
Subject Re: Mayor Beutler's Budget Priorities

Chris,
You asked so here goes.
I was EXTREMELY disappointed in the cuts to the CLC programs. I have been actively
involved in the program at McPhee and because of your cuts they lost an extremely talented
individual who worked tireless to make the CLC program a valuable educational experience for
the kids at McPhee. It was NOT just after school daycare but the program helped reinforce the
lessons of the day. Each day, time was allocated for homework, after school clubs and physical
activity. Programs at McPhee included science enrichment, art, drama, computer access for
homework and other enrichment activities. The loss of the full time coordinator and the
replacement with a halftime coordinator will have negative impacts on the program. Sharing a
coordinator with Everett, another high needs school, will make it even more difficult as BOTH
schools need full time coordinators!
When you asked the question about budget priorities and what should be cut you asked the
wrong question. What we should be asking is " Which city sponsored program that you use or
need should be cut!"
Of course no one offers up programs they use. They offer up programs that are not important to
them. Again city government has cut programs for the very group that needs them most, in this
case "high need kids". A group with no vote and little voice in the electoral process. Again, I am
disappointed in your recommendations. If I had wanted a Republican admini stration I would
have supported and voted for them. I didn't. I supported a Democrat who I thought would stand
up for those most in need. What I seem to have gotten is just another LIBA appeaser.
Personally I favor an increase in taxes to cover the shortfall. We have cut enough over the years
that our city is losing infrastructure, amenities and the very quality of life we are so proud of.
We pay ONLY about $1.16 per day (based on a $100,000 home) for all the city services we get,
fire, police, streets, parks etc. Less than the cost of a cup of coffee! And we keep growing. To
me that is GREAT bargain! We need to say that more and louder!
I understand that some are strapped to pay property taxes, especially the school portion, but
those at the lower income levels are NOT the ones complaining the most. Look at recent bond
and school issues and see where the ballot issues are approved, in the core of Lincoln!
Opposition comes from the newer, high priced areas. Areas where people can afford to pay a bit
more. It is just that they are more focused on their own self interest and not concerned about the
well being of the city as a whole. If someone can afford a $200,000 to $500,000 home then as far
as I am concerned they need to be able to pay the taxes on that home! Our home is valued at
about $220,000 and I still think I get a great bargain! It is high time the city administration
explained this i n more detail.

Not to long ago there was a study released on the efficiency of Lincoln's operation and we came
out as one of the most efficient cities of our size in the country. That is the story we need to tell.
If you really want to know what people think, come to the neighborhood association meetings
where you can talk with everyday people. Leave the PR folks and press at home. Come
uninvited and just visit. Call big public meetings and you get the special interests. A 2:30
meeting excludes most working people who would have to take off of work to attend. Let's have
more smaller meetings in neighborhoods. Make it easy for people to come. Many citizens are
intimidated when surrounded with large groups of people they don't know. Keep it informal. I
am sure you can find any number of Lincoln residents who would host a small neighborhood get
together, a dozen or so and invite you to attend. Again leave the press and PR folks at home!
Like I said you asked so I unloaded. Hope it helps.
Jim Brandle
488-7920
5921 Sunrise Road
-----Original Message----From: Mayor Chris Beutler <chris@mayorbeutler.com>
To: jbwindbreak@aol.com
Sent: Wed, 30 Jul 2008 5:16 pm
Subject: Mayor Beutler's Budget Priorities
[IMAGE]

Dear Friend:
=0 A
Lincoln’s future is at stake.
The fate of important community services now rests with the City Council. Your input is crucial
as they debate changes to my 2008-2009 budget. The public hearing for the budget is August 11
th
th
, starting at 2:30 PM and running until 10:30 at the City County Building, 555 S 10 St. If you
cannot attend the hearing, you can email the City Council at:
council@lincoln.ne.gov
Despite a $6 million deficit, I offered a balanced budget that addresses key needs in Lincoln:
●Affirmed our commitment to public safety by maintaining the budgets of police, fire, and the
911 center.
●Funded the Stronger, Safer Neighborhoods initiative to protect our core neighborhoods from
crime and blight.
●Library hours were saved with only minor reductions at one location and expanded on
Sundays.
●All neighborhoods will continue to be served by neighborhood and regional pools.
●With cooperation from our non-profit partners, all Community Learning Centers will continue
to operate in our public schools for 2008-2009.
●The Ride for Five program will be expanded to allow more Lincoln families to affordably ride
the bus, despite dramatic fuel cost increases that have impacted service.
●Preserved Parks and Recreation services, including a day structure program that serves people

with head traumas or mental health issues.
●Created job creation and economic development programs to strengthen our local economy,
including the start of the Development Services Center to cut red tape and speed the
development process for business entrepreneurs.
I balanced the budget and saved critical needs by working diligently with all segments of the
community to re-organize city government, create new efficiencies, and cut the budget deficit. I
felt that we could not ask the community to help us preserve services without making every
possible effort to make City Hall operate more cost effectively.
In a little over a year, we have eliminated 130 jobs with only a handful of lay-offs by using smart
management techniques such as retirement incentive programs, job freezes, and re-organizations.
We showed that you can make the tough choices and still treat workers with respect.
Your support was critical to my election as Mayor. Now your support is critical to the future of
Lincoln. If you agree with my belief that we have to maintain the programs and services that
build our community and preserves our City’ unique identity, I encourage you to make your
voice heard.
Discussions on city budget priorities are happening nearly every day in our local newspaper, on
TV and radio, and in Internet blogs. You can also send your budget thoughts and concerns to me
directly by replying to this email.
Don’t let someone else make a decision about your future. Take the time to learn about the city
budget and make your voice heard on the kind of Lincoln you want for your family.
I look forward to working with you.
Sincerely,
[IMAGE]

Chris Beutler
Mayor of Lincoln

Paid for by Citizens for Beutler, 3315 M St, Lincoln, NE 68510.
If you wish20to be removed from the Citizens for Beutler e-mail list, please reply to this message with "REMOVE"
in the subject line.

The Famous, the Infamous, the Lame - in your browser. Get the TMZ Toolbar Now!

Sue Samson
<ssamson91@msn.com>
07/31/2008 04:22 PM

To Lincoln City Council <council@ci.lincoln.ne.us>
cc
bcc
Subject Parks budget cuts

July 31,2008
Dear City Council Members:
Our Park/Recreation/Trail system is so important to me that I cannot not write in strong
support of NO CUTS this year. Like many Lincolnites I'm connected in numerous ways to the
park system: I walk/ride the trails, my husband and I sail at Holmes Lake, our family used the
public pools, I took school kids on field trips to Pioneers Park when I was teaching, and am now
connected with the Nature Center support group. Our wonderful park system, even the little
pocket parks, help keep our city healthy and beautiful. How can an infrastructure like this be
cut AGAIN? I've seen figures comparing our park system to other comparable cities and have
read the facts on proposed funding cuts. One fact that stands out is that even though our
population and land mass have grown by approximately 25% since 1990, tax support has
decreased per capita by 25%.
Sincerely,
Sue Samson

Wayne Boles
<WBOLES@telesis-inc.com>
08/01/2008 10:28 AM

To LincolnCityCouncil <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc
bcc
Subject Citizen Input

Dear friends,
Thank you for your service.
As a downtown property owner, concerned about property values in the City's core, I urge you to support Chief
Casady's momentum in improving compliance with the laws you've enacted in the neighborhoods surrounding
Downtown Lincoln. The huge return on Chief Casady's miniscule investment in Stronger Safer Neighborhoods is
proof that initiatives, which impact improvements in property values and quality of life, should be encouraged
wholeheartedly by our elected representatives.
My thoughts are with you as you work on the City's issues.
Sincerely,
Wayne
E. Wayne Boles
506 University Towers
128 N. 13th Street
Lincoln, NE 68508
(402) 450-4523
wboles001@neb.rr.com

<Dasenb@aol.com>

To <council@ci.lincoln.ne.us>

08/01/2008 04:01 PM

cc
bcc
Subject Lincoln City Budget

I think the budget survey is flawed to favor police, fire and emergency services. I believe you should consider
health and human services in this community where so many children are hungry, and without essential services,
Second, how many years can you ignor the deterioration of city landscapes and park plantings?
Wilbur Dasenbrock
1449 Meadow Dale Drive
Lincoln, NE., 68505

Looking for a car that's sporty, fun and fits in your budget? Read reviews on AOL Autos.

Tobias Pace
<tobiaspace@gmail.com>
08/02/2008 07:29 AM

To <libraryboard@lincolnlibraries.org>,
<council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc
bcc
Subject Library Hour reductions

While I understand that hours may need to be cut to meet budget needs,
I don't think cutting the hours at Bennett Martin is the best
solution. It simply does not make sense for our largest library to
close earlier than many of our smaller ones. If library hours need to
be cut, I would suggest cutting hours at the South branch library
instead. Due to the small size of the South branch library and the
fact that the area it serves is near the much larger Gere branch, I
believe that it would be a far better idea to cut the hours there to a
schedule similar to the Bethany or Arnold Heights branches.

Zachary Garfield
<zhgarfield@gmail.com>
08/02/2008 10:43 AM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc
bcc
Subject Concerns

Dear Council,
I urge you to maintain our cities civil services through Mayor
Beutler's budget proposal. I would however like to see a greater
investment into our cities bus system, as opposed to reductions. I
would like to see a greater use of advertising both in and outside of
our busses ( although I hate advertising I would appreciate the
funding), and market our buses to more than low income users, who are
required to use the buss. As there is a limited amount of oil on Earth
I urge the city to develop urban bike trails modeling the success seen
in other cities.
Thank you for you hard work serving our community,
Zach Garfield

Christine Muller
<clevercorvid@gmail.com>
08/02/2008 12:43 PM

To <libraryboard@lincolnlibraries.org>,
<council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc
bcc
Subject Proposed new Lincoln City Library Hours

I cannot make the meeting, so I thought I would submit my comments via e-mail. I just wanted
to point out that the new library hours (combined with the very strange new bus routes) make it
impossible for anyone that works non-traditional hours (such as myself) to use the public library
since you've cut out all the evening hours. I'm not sure what studies you've done, if it would
effect enough people to matter, but I certainly love to use the library, and would not be able to do
so any more with the proposed hours since I can only visit the library at night.
-Christine Muller
Center for Avian Cognition
School of Biological Sciences
348 Manter Hall
University of Nebraska
Lincoln, NE 68588-0118
(402) 472-0089 office
(402) 472-9194 lab
(402) 472-2083 fax
http://bsweb.unl.edu/avcog/

Scott Bailey
<sbailey2@neb.rr.com>

To "rstevens@lancaster.ne.gov" <rstevens@lancaster.ne.gov>,
"commish@lancaster.ne.gov" <commish@lancaster.ne.gov>,
"council@lincoln.ne.gov" <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc

08/02/2008 03:18 PM

bcc
Subject Volley Ball Court at Playmakers 640 West Vandorn

Commissioner and Council persons,
I see what appears to be a mud volley ball court at Playmakers 640 West Vandorn. I have always assumed that the
property North of Playmakers is County or State owned.
I live in the neighborhood and don't have a problem with this business since they quit having the outdoor concerts
but lately the operator seems to be pushing envelope with what I assume to be an illegal sign a few weeks ago
(because its been taken down) and now this mud volley ball court.
Hear are my questions,
Is the land north of Playmakers public land?
Does Playmakers have a special permit that allows them to build the volley ball court , have a mud
volley ball game and serve alcohol on the property?
If the land is public and Playmakers does not have a special permit what will be done to prevent the advertised mud
volley ball game on August 9th and return the property to its previous untouched condition?

The attached .pdf file contains pictures of the site and other information.

Thank you,
Scott Bailey

- Volley Ball Court.pdf

PLAYMAKERS AT 640 WEST VANDORN

Chantry/Lunquist
<farmers@commongoodfarm.
com>
08/02/2008 10:58 PM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc
bcc
Subject Adjustment of Library public service hours

dear city council our family lives in northern lancaster county and we come to lincoln on
sundays. we are huge fans of eiseley library and have wished much for
earlier opening hours on sunday!!
the idea of this branch opening at noon on that day is wonderful!
thanks for considering it.
ruth chantry,
raymond, NE

Wayne Boles
<WBOLES@telesis-inc.com>
08/03/2008 04:17 PM

To "'council@lincoln.ne.gov'" <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc
bcc
Subject Lincoln City Budget

Dear friends,
I hope you will congratulate the Mayor on his forwarding of a balanced budget to you and work with him to
maintain this level of fiscal responsibility.
As a business person, I am impressed by the response of the administration to your call for economic
development as a priority.
As we all know, quality of life is one important ingredient in economic development, including our parks and
neighborhoods, as is the initiation of a services center to facilitate developers.
On a human note, it is embarrassing and humiliating for some folks to come before the council to ask for
funding of services, as we all know. Thank you for treating those who testify with dignity.
Sincerely,
Wayne
E. Wayne Boles
506 University Towers
128 N. 13th Street
Lincoln, NE 68508
wboles001@neb.rr.com
(402) 450-4523

Mary Roseberry-Brown
<mroseberrybrown@yahoo.co
m>
08/03/2008 06:15 PM

To "council@lincoln.ne.gov" <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc <cbeutler@lincoln.ne.gov>
bcc
Subject reduction of Bennett Martin hours and services

FROM:
Mary Roseberry-Brown
1423 F Street
Lincoln, NE 68508
August 3, 2008
TO:
Lincoln City Council
th
550 S. 10 Street
Lincoln, NE 68508
RE: Bennett Martin reduced services
Dear City Council Members and Mayor Beutler:
It was with dismay that I read of the proposed cutting back of the Bennett Martin Library hours
and use of periodicals. The Bennett Martin Library is the center of all library services and
reference materials. Many of these services and materials are not available at the branch
libraries. To cut the central library greatly weakens the whole system just as to weaken the heart
of a physical body weakens the entire body.
I myself frequently use the Bennett Martin Library in the evening and observe that it is well used
then. Many of the clients in the evening are younger people. What an example we would be
setting to young people to close the library in the evening. Indeed, the library keeps us in touch
with knowledge from our current and past history. Great mistakes have been made by not
learning from our history.
Much has been said lately in Lincoln about strengthening our core neighborhoods. It is time to
put our action where our mouth is. The Bennett Martin Library serves as a community center for
the Near South Neighborhood, the Everett Neighborhood, and the Downtown Neighborhood. To
close it is to close a life line. Our young people could be doing much worse than being in a
library in the evening.
Once services have been cut, it is hard to restore them. Money tends to go to those interests who
are the most influential and already have the most money.
To quote Carl Rowan in American Libraries, “The library is the temple of learning, and learning
has liberated more people than all the wars in history.”
I urge you to vote NO to the proposed Bennett Martin Library cut backs.

Mary Roseberry-Brown
cc. Mayor Chris Beutler

Bus Proposal Input from Lois Poppe
As a regular StarTran bus rider, I am following the proposed bus changes. Looking at it from a
strictly dollars and cents perspective, the “no buses from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.” seems logical.
However, when the human aspect is added to the equation, it isn’t as clear.
When I ride the bus, I almost always ride it during the 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. period that the
proposal plans to cut. Naturally, that would affect me. From my observations of fellow bus
riders during those hours, it could dramatically affect many others who ride during that time
period. Here are examples of persons that I see on the StarTran buses that I ride.
I see food service workers. Listening to their conversations, it appears that they work at the
University of Nebraska in food service – sororities, and fast food places, for example. I think
they ride the bus to work early in the morning (serve breakfast and prepare and serve lunches)
before leaving to go home after lunch. Some may need to get home before their children arrive
home from school, August-May.
I see many University and other college students going to and from classes during the 10:00 a.m.
to 2:00 p.m. time period. They count on the StarTran bus service during that time.
I see a mother with a young child taking the child to a child-care provider, (using the bus) then
riding the bus to work at a retail store. (One very cold morning, shortly after 10 a.m., the child
had on mittens but the mother did not wear gloves. I made a casual comment and the mother
matter of factly replied that gloves for herself were too expensive.) It is very difficult for young
parents to work and care for their children. The proposed changes in bus service may make it
impossible.
I see mothers, sometimes with young children, carrying heavy baskets of laundry to and from
laundromats, riding the buses while other children are in school. I see persons carrying bags of
groceries on the bus. (When I attended one of the information sessions before the bus schedule
changes, I listened to one bus rider who rode the bus to and from work and got groceries on the
way home. She was trying to learn how she could make the new routes work for her. I sensed
her frustration in trying to change her daily schedule to meet the new route changes.) I am
pleased to report that the StarTran bus employee was patient and trying to be helpful. It still did
not change the additional challenges the new routes forced the bus rider to deal with.
Since this is summer when many of the above riders may not be riding. However, when schools
and colleges are back on their fall schedule, it will be apparent, what an impact the proposed
changes will make.
I understand the reality of budget cuts. However, please consider creative solutions. Perhaps,
businesses or others who care, could “Adopt a Bus”. You may have other ideas.
As City Council members, you have the responsibility to make decisions that affect all of us.
Last night I read in the “Mayor Helen Boosalis” book, “The City Council makes policy. It is up
to the City Council to decide, based upon input from citizens at the public hearings, whether they
are in agreement with those proposals.” Note the “based on input from citizens”.
Yesterday, a fellow Lincoln citizen said to me, “You are wasting your time. It is a “done deal”.
The City Council members have made up their minds and will not listen to your comments.”
Am I naïve to believe that you will consider my comments? I ask you to consider the quality of
life for all of Lincoln citizens and how your decisions will affect all of us today and in the future.

Gene and Karen Hand
<gkhand@alltel.net>
08/04/2008 09:45 PM

To <robert.ripley@nebraska.gov>,
<commish@lancaster.ne.gov>, <curtdon@gmail.com>,
<director@lincolnparks.org>, <rstevens@lancaster.ne.gov>,
cc
bcc
Subject Fw: The talking pointsq]

Dear Park and Recreation Friends and contacts:
Citizens for Quality Parks and Trails have been working hard to put together
information that needs to be shared with City Council members very soon.
They will have hearings regarding the budget next Monday. Please take time
to read the talking points attached, share with all of your contacts and
please, please contact your city council member and urge them not to make
any further cuts to Parks.
Thanks so much for sharing this information and taking the time to contact
city council members.
Karen Hand
Parks and Recreation Advisory Board, Chair

- Parks talking points.doc

URGENT! PLEASE contact your Council Member to encourage him or her
to support NO CUTS to the Parks and Recreation Budget.
Here are just some of the Facts:
-

The Parks and Recreation operating budget has not kept pace with
inflation or Lincoln’s population and geographic growth
o Lincoln’s population has grown by about 25% since 1990
o Lincoln’s land mass has grown by nearly 35% since 1990
o Tax support (adjusted for inflation) for Parks and Rec has
declined per capita by 25%

-

Service cuts in the past 2 years alone include a 10% reduction in acres
mowed, the tree pruning cycle increased from 11 – 16 years, 16
restrooms padlocked and one swimming pool closed

-

A 2006 study concluded that to properly maintain/repair our park
assets Lincoln should spend approximately $1.3 million annually

-

All tax funding for trail repairs has been eliminated and tax funded
capital spending has been cut completely – to $0 from $1,000,000
annually

-

If current trends continue over the next 5 years we will:
o
o
o
o
o
o

-

Eliminate an additional 620 acres (another30%) of mowing
Only prune trees every 25 years (4 times every century)
Close 5 out of the remaining 10 pools
Close 2 of 8 recreation centers
Eliminate 14 of 25 children’s recreation programs
Reduce employees by 30%

The Mayor’s proposed budget for Parks and Rec is less than the 200405 budget in real dollars
o Adjusted for inflation, the Parks and Rec budget has nearly
$2,000,000 less purchasing power today than in 2004.

To find more information about the Parks dilemma go to:
http://www.gptn.org/Protect_Lincolns_Parks_and_Recreation_Part_One.pdf and

http://www.gptn.org/Protect_Lincolns_Parks_and_Recreation_Part_Three.pdf

What to do:
Contact your City Council Member
- by phone – leave a message if you get an answering machine
- by email – send a short message, in your own words, that shows you
support NO CUT to the Parks budget this year - be sure to sign your
name and give your email address so that the Council Member can
respond to you
- by snail mail – be sure to sign your letter and use your home address
so that the council member can respond to you
In your Contact/ Correspondence/ E-mail
- Be brief and to the point
- Use your own words
- Give facts that show that the Parks and Recreation facilities are being
hurt
- Sign your name and give your address
- Ask that the Council Member vote to NOT CUT the Parks Budget
Ask others to contact the Council as well
- If you are part of organizations that use the Parks (ball fields, golf
courses, rec centers, trails, etc) let them know about the problem
- Ask friends and family members to contact their council members
- Encourage others to speak up
You can find Council Contact Information at:
- Addresses & Phone Numbers http://www.lincoln.ne.gov/city/council/lista.htm
- E-Mail Addresses http://www.lincoln.ne.gov/city/council/members.htm

Please Note:
-

The Parks’ budget has not kept pace with inflation. If the Parks Department
had received only cost of living increases for the past 4 years, the Parks’
Budget would be $1.6 million more; instead, the Mayor is proposing a
$600,000 cut to the budget.

-

Lincoln does not compare favorably to comparable cities for capital
expenditure per resident, operating expenditure per resident or total parkland
acres;

-

Without sufficient funds, Lincoln stands to will lose appeal as a prosperous
city when recruiting new businesses

-

While there is short term benefit, the long term result is a deterioration of our
city’s parks and recreation infrastructure.

Shirley Anderson
<sranderson6@windstream.n
et>

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc
bcc

08/05/2008 08:07 AM

Subject alcohol in our parks

Dear Lincoln City Council Members:
I am opposed to any kind of alcoholic beverages brought into our fine Lincoln Parks. As a
mother of six, with three sons alcoholic in a tee-totaling home, I see no reason to give people one
more chance to indulge.
I am the one who has written State Senator Amanda McGill, when she asks for comments,
to propose legislation that wouldprohibit alcohol trucksfrom coming across Nebraska’s border.
Russia, many years ago, said they would not have to fire shots at the United States to
conquer us, we would destroy ourselves from within, and we certainly are trying to do that.
Think of the message we are sending to children. Do what is right. The ordinance was est
ablished to keep us from this dreadful curse on society. DO NOT PASS PERMISSION FOR
OUR PARKS TO BE A PLACEOF INDULGENCE.
Please R.S.V.P.
Shirley Anderson

WebForm
<none@lincoln.ne.gov>

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc

08/05/2008 06:00 PM

bcc
Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council
Name:
Address:
City:

Wilma J. Williams
5546 Enterprise Drive
Lincoln, NE 68521

Phone:
Fax:
Email:

402- 438-6061
jeannbill@windstream.net

Comment or Question:
My husband & I have been gone most of the summer volunteering in a NE State
Park but we've tried to keep up with news happening here in Lincoln. It
amazes us that the Council, Mayor nor the Planning Commission will never bring
up extending the city limits/boundaries to where more property taxes, wheel
taxes & etc could be collected instead of "bleeding" the same local citizens
of the City all the time. If you guys would look at the number of City
Employees who enjoy receiving their salaries from a City Position you would
soon find out the numbers are quite high. But I'm sure you already know that!
Look at how much more resources could be gained by annexing Denton, Roca,
Hickman, Raymond; just to mention a few. We know one Asst. Police Chief who
lives in the Norris School District, one Fireman who lives in Denton and one
who lives in Palmyra. Their families probably use the Lincoln streets more
than my husband & I do because we're both retired living on a fixed income.
Things need to change!!
Another thing, why is it when something needs to close down why is it always
something on the North side of "O" Street? The only swimming pools mentioned
for possibly closing were Belmont, Ballard, Arnold. None on the South part of
town. How are those Children supposed to find a way to those other pools?
Most of their parents don't have money to spare for bus passes or extra fuel
for their cars.
If LES gets this rate hike (which is absurb), then Mr. Bundy and the rest of
his Administration Staff should be made to sign a pledge that they won't be
given a pay raise for the next 10 years. Let them live like the rest of us.
LES could put up more Wind Generators like the rest of NE is doing. But they
seem to be like most of those "thinking for Lincoln", they're not in this
century yet. If the last Mayor hadn't wasted so much money on the Fire Truck
"mess" and so much "beautifcation" and not cutting deadbeat employees the City
might not be in such a deficit.
We know this is really for the Street Deptartment, but maybe you can find out
the answer. Why hasn't North 70th Street from Holdredge to Havelock Avenue
been on the list for resurfacing? All that's been done to that street for the
past several years is patch after patch and now it's like driving over a wash
board. It's terrible!
Thank you so much for listening. Yes, we are registered voters and yes we do
vote.
Wilma J. Williams

WebForm
<none@lincoln.ne.gov>
08/05/2008 10:01 PM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc
bcc
Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council
Name:
Address:
City:

Mike Tilson
2050 Fletcher AVe
Lincoln, NE 68521

Phone:
Fax:
Email:

kcfan974@hotmail.com

Comment or Question:
I just wanted to thank the city council for looking at the Startran bus cuts.
I think most bus riders wouldnt mind paying the increase fares to save the
midday service..Thanks again for looking into this important issue

WebForm
<none@lincoln.ne.gov>

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc

08/06/2008 07:39 AM

bcc
Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council
Name:
Address:
City:

Kendall Nelson
810 N. 44th. ST. APT. 3
Lincoln, NE 68503

Phone:
Fax:
Email:

465-9129
kennynelson33@yahoo.com

Comment or Question:
I don't know who you guys think you're trying to fool about the buses and
Handi Van but it won't work with me. I rely on the Handi Van to take me to my
volunteer jobs and to do fun stuff too. To you guys it's nothing because you
can just walk to your cars get in them and drive where ever. The Elderly and
disabled can't. If you go through with this cut you will basically be making
the Elderly and disabled prisonors in their homes. I don't think you really
want that on your heads now do you? The disabled need it for work whether
it's paid work or volunteer work it don't matter work is work. I WILL NOT sit
back and pretend everything is fine when it's not. I will fight you guys to
the bone on this every year if I have to.
Kendall R. Nelson

Edith Meints
<emeints@inebraska.com>
08/06/2008 03:12 PM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc
bcc
Subject Lincoln Budget

I encourage you to maintain a substantial budget for City Parks and
Recreation.
The trails now offer an alternative transportation for commuters.
Pioneers Park Nature Center offers so many outstanding opportunities
for family activities that are good and free or reasonably priced so
please give them enough staff to continue these outstanding programs.
All of the parks give families good exercise opportunities and
generally can be within walking distance for these families.
Please give good financial support our City Parks and Recreation
Department and especially PPNC,
Thank you for your time.
Edith Meints
3000 Stratford Avenue
Lincoln, NE. 68502

<EppsSu@usa.redcross.org>

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

08/06/2008 04:36 PM

cc
bcc
Subject Testimony_SusanEpps1

Dear Council Chair Eschliman and Members of the City Council;
I will be out of town for the upcoming public hearing on the pending budget. Attached please find my testimony.
Thank you in advance for listening to the community as your proceed. Susan Epps
Susan Epps, COO
American Red Cross Cornhusker Regional Chapter
P.O. Box 83267-3267
Lincoln, NE 68501
402-441-6380
402-441-7016 (fax)
www.cornhuskerredcross.com

- Testimony_SusanEpps1.doc

I am Susan Epps, COO of the American Red Cross, Lincoln Chapter. I am aware that some in
the community are questioning if the Injury Prevention Program and other preventative health
programs belong at the Health Department. I appreciate the opportunity to share my thoughts on
this matter.
It has been my privilege to work with the Health Department on various health and safety
initiatives over the past 12 years. However, I am most passionate about my role as Co-Chair of
Safe Kids Lincoln-Lancaster County. Safe Kids Lincoln-Lancaster County is a communitybased coalition involving 44 public and private organizations, and several individuals that share
my passion to reduce unintentional (accidental) injuries among local children 14 years old and
younger.
The Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department serves as the lead agency for Safe Kids
Lincoln-Lancaster County and provides staff to coordinate our efforts, also serving as Co-Chair.
Safe Kids uses the public health functions of assessing impact of childhood injuries on our
community, and involving the community to create work plans that address priority injury areas,
assuring that the risk factors causing the injuries are addressed. Studies have shown this is an
effective process for preventing accidental injuries. To implement this injury prevention process
effectively, it takes staff who are first of all, public service minded; who understand and take
seriously the role of community facilitator and program coordinator; who are educated and
experienced in public health practices; and, who have the support of a strong and effective public
health department providing the essential tools, guidance, and direction needed to perform at the
highest level. That is what we now have with the Health Educator position responsible for the
Injury Prevention Program at the Health Department.
While some local organizations may be able to sponsor/provide specific injury prevention
activities such as a health fair, burn prevention education, or bike safety rodeo, it is the
responsibility of public health to assure unintentional injuries are being effectively monitored
and addressed for the greatest benefit of the entire community.
I will quickly share with you just a few of the ways Safe Kids Lincoln-Lancaster County works
to prevent accidental injuries to children in our community.
•

7 Safe Kids Task Forces develop annual work plans to pro-actively address the leading
causes of unintentional injury to Lincoln and Lancaster County children. These Task Forces
have:
1.
Provided comprehensive pedestrian safety initiatives at 18 high risk elementary
schools. These initiatives involved education of more than 6,200 students, increasing
law enforcement efforts, and implementing environmental modifications such as
installation of crosswalk markings, school crossing signs, and 130 countdown
pedestrian signals at crosswalks and intersections identified as problematic for child
pedestrians.
2.
Inspected an average of 1,000 car seats each year through free monthly community
check events, the Saint Elizabeth SECURE Station, and the Madonna Rehabilitation
Hospital Special Needs Car Seat Loaner Program. Provide over 200 car seats each
year at no or low cost to needy families. Facilitate annual training to nationally

3.

4.

5.

certify local residents as Child Passenger Safety Technicians which conduct the car
seat inspections.
Partnered with Lincoln Kiwanis clubs to educate an average of 2,000 elementary
students each year on safe bicycling behaviors. Each year we have donated, or
provided at low cost, over 400 bicycle helmets through the Rodeo Program,
WorkWell companies, and community events.
Provided home safety education and more than $24,000 in safety devices to over 3,000
low incomes, at risk families through Public Health Nursing and Lincoln Action
Program Head Start home visitation staff.
Coordinated community Water Watcher classes to teach residents and child care
providers how to prevent childhood drowning and near-drowning.

As I said, this is just a few of our efforts. Hopefully, it provides you with some insight as to the
extensive impact Safe Kids Lincoln-Lancaster County has in keeping our children safe.
Again, from my perspective, this type of comprehensive approach to reducing childhood injuries
is the responsibility of our public health department. This level of public health work could not
be performed effectively through an organization unfamiliar with public health practices and one
that does not make the prevention of unintentional injuries among all area children a top priority.
I encourage your continued financial support of these excellent efforts provided through our
Health Department. These efforts unify our community in a forceful way to assure our kids have
every opportunity to live life free of a serious accidental injury.

Brian Corr
<bcorr@neb.rr.com>
08/06/2008 07:25 PM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc
bcc
Subject save the Stronger, Safer Neighborhoods program

I received an email from Shawn Ryba indicating there is a movement to
eliminate the Stronger Safer Neighborhoods program. I support the work
of this program and would be willing to pay more in taxes to protect
this work if necessary. I regularly attend Lincoln Policy Network
meetings; most recently Mrs. Eschliman was in attendance as well and was
a guest speaker. She spoke of the budget deficit and was asked what she
could foresee as items on the table to be cut. She spoke of "behind the
scenes" type cuts such as computer upgrades and office furniture not
programs such as this. I must admit I was very suspicious of her
confidence that we would not see major cuts to programs that are near
and dear to the neighborhood organizations. I implore Robin to stand by
the words she spoke at that meeting and for all the other council
members to support Robin's position.
Thanks,
Brian Corr
1001 South 37th
Lincoln, NE 68510
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Dear Heart of Lincoln Residents,

There is a movement by some to eliminate the Stronger Safer Neighborhoods
program and staff during the upcoming Budget debates.
If you believe, as I
do, that at least part of the change to Codes and other areas MUST come from
WITHIN the City, then it is important for you to contact your City
Councilperson and let them know.

Stronger Safer Neighborhoods is an important program in that it highlights
our older neighborhoods, and works to develop solutions to address many of
the issues. If we lose this program we will lose the focus that is
required.

PLEASE TAKE ACTION! Please contact your Councilperson, or multiple
Councilpersons, as soon as possible. If you contact them, please let us
know how they respond.

If you have any questions, please contact me. Remember, we are all in this
together. Thank you!

Best,

Shawn

Shawn Ryba, MSW, MPA
Community Organizer
NeighborWorks Lincoln
2121 North 27th Street
Lincoln, NE 68503
402-477-7181
HYPERLINK "mailto:sryba@nwlincoln.org"sryba@nwlincoln.org
www.nwlincoln.org
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<LSJJLJ@aol.com>

To <mayor@lincoln.ne.gov>

08/06/2008 07:42 PM

cc <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
bcc
Subject Meadow Heights Pool

Mayor Beutler,
I am a resident of the Meadow Lane neighborhood. I have been made aware that the Meadow Heights Pool is
probably in its last season of operation by the city. The budget information in the Neighborhood Extra stated that
this pool would probably be operated by a private entity in 2009. There are already two private pools in this area.
This seems that it would be unlikely that another private operator would do business here.
A public pool is what is needed. Private pool fees would be higher and most likely unaffordable for most. My
church, St. Andrew's Lutheran, is located just behind the pool and school and is starting support of the food
backpack program this fall at Meadow Lane because 50 families needing food for the weekends have been
identified for us to serve. More are on the waiting list. Families such as this need affordable recreation. My
neighbor works for Parks and Recreation. He said it would be twenty years before a new public pool would be
built in this area. This means a whole generation would be affected. Please, let's not once again slight needs of
North Lincoln and leave the outcome of the swimming pool up to chance. I am a retired teacher and am well aware
of what happens to young people when needs are not met, and they do not have healthy activities to fill idle time.
Let's not take away the Meadow Heights Pool nor its public status. Let's have another public pool in the area
before action is taken.
Janis L. Johnson

Looking for a car that's sporty, fun and fits in your budget? Read reviews on AOL Autos.

james newell
<newell_james@yahoo.com>
08/06/2008 08:15 PM
Please respond to
<newell_james@yahoo.com>

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc
bcc
Subject Bennet Martin Library services

I am writing to express my opinion that cutting services at BMPL is a bad
choice and would be a poor use of resources. This neighbourhood utilizes the
library quite well and it is always busy. Residents in this part of town
could replace these services much less easily than those of us in the south
and east parts of town. I use this library at all hours myself. I ask you to
reconsider cuts to Bennett Martin library services. -James R. Newell

<beattybrasch@centerforpeop
leinneed.org>
08/07/2008 01:20 AM

To <tbogenreif@ci.lincoln.ne.us>
cc
bcc
Subject

Center for People in Need
A link at the very end of this alert will take you to a
Response Page for composing and sending your messages.
LINCOLN CITY BUDGET HEARING MON. AUG. 11
RIDE FOR FIVE BUS PROPOSAL ON THE TABLE
Action Alert
Please Pass On to Others
On Mon. Aug. 11th, 2:30-10:30 PM, the Lincoln City Council will hold its public hearing on
the city budget at 555 So. 10th St. The public can provide testimony to the Council at any time
during this eight-hour period by signing in at the back of the Council chambers. Speakers will
be recognized in the order of sign in. Among matters under consideration are...
Mayor Beutler's proposal to change Ride for Five income guidelines, making more people
eligible for the highly-successful program. The Center for People in Need supports the
Mayor's proposal. Under Ride for Five, riders can purchase monthly bus passes for $5 ($10 for
HandiVan). The change would mean, for example, a family of three making up to $35,200 per
year (or 200% of the federal poverty level) could purchase $5 monthly passes. Under current
guidelines, a family of three must have an annual income of $17,800 (100% of the poverty level)
or less in order to participate. (See additional information below)
There is the potential of someone recommending increasing the cost of Ride for Five passes.
The Center opposes an increase at this time. Ride for Five provides low-income families with an
affordable transportation option, and the proposal to expand the program will provide a
much-needed option for moderate-income families. These families are struggling more than
middle- to high-income families with ongoing and rapid increases in prices for food,
fuel, utilities and other essentials. Families need affordable transportation to get to and from
work; school, shopping and appointments.
Raising Ride for Five prices would place the lowest income families at the greatest risk. Many
already have a hard time coming up with the dollars for the $5 passes for family members. In a
recent survey of nearly 2,000 low-income Lincoln families conducted by the Center, 57% of
respondents who had health insurance reported that someone in their household had gone
without needed medical care because there was no money to cover the co-pay. If families are
having to forgo medical attention due to lack of dollars for a co-pay, they certainly do not have
dollars to spare for increased transportation costs.

A proposal to eliminate four hours (10 am to 2 pm) of midday service on most routes. The
Center for People in Need opposes this proposal. There are several people and group addressing
this proposal. The Center is working to activate supporters of expanding the income guidelines
for Ride for Five.
Action: Please send messages to City Council members. Click on the link at the very end of
this alert which will take you to a Response page where you can compose and send your
messages. The system automatically will address and send your message to each official. If the
link does not work for you, below is contact information and sample letters. If using sample
letters, please change the text to ensure variety in messages and that best reflects your style.
Basic Message: "Please support expanding eligibility for the Ride for Five program to 200% of
the federal poverty level and keeping the fare at $5 a month. Moderate-income families are
struggling to meet the increased costs of fuel, food, utilities and other basic necessities and need
an affordable transportation option. Thank you."
CONTACT INFORMATION: council@lincoln.ne.gov
Individual Members
jcamp@lincoln.ne.gov
Councilman Jon Camp
Councilman Jonathan Cook
jcook@lincoln.ne.gov
Councilman Doug Emery
demery@lincoln.ne.gov
Councilwoman Robin Eschliman reschliman@lincoln.ne.gov
Councilman Dan Marvin
dmarvin@lincoln.ne.gov
Councilman John Spatz
jspatz@lincoln.ne.gov
Councilman Ken Svoboda
ksvoboda@lincoln.ne.gov
cc: Letters to Mayor Beutler

mayor@lincoln.ne.gov

SAMPLE LETTERS (Please Change)
#1 Please support Mayor Beutler's proposal to expand eligibility for the Ride for Five program
to 200% of the federal poverty level and to keep the fare at $5. This will help families struggling
to meet rapidly increasing costs for fuel, food, utilities and other basic necessities. An additional
benefit would be more disposable income for families to spend at local businesses. Again,
please support expand Ride for Five and keeping the current fare. Thank you.
#2 I support changing the income guidelines for StarTran's Ride for Five program to include
moderate-income families and keeping the cost of passes at $5. Low-income families have been
hit the most dramatically with skyrocketing prices, including for gas. However, now
moderate-income families are facing struggles never before experienced. They, too, are being
forced to make significant changes including having to look at other transportation options.
Promoting Ride for Five and making the lower-cost passes available to more of the population
will help these families and, in the long-term, help strengthen our bus system.
Please support making more families eligible for $5 Ride for Five passes. Thank you for your
time and consideration.

#3 I am writing to ask you to vote for making more people eligible for Ride for 5 passes. And, I
ask that you oppose taking away some bus routes during the middle of the day.
I strongly support getting more people to use buses and to make it very affordable for families
who are struggling with the high cost of gas and other basic necessities. And, the $5 passes
would be an incentive for many to try the bus who haven't considered it before. They may
become regular users. And, in the future, when their situations improve, they will be among
those who pay regular fares.
While working to help people with more affordable fares which will lead to more riders, it
doesn't make sense to simultaneously cut routes. The very people who need the lower fare
service likely will be among those who need the bus during the 10-2 time frame. Also, it
suggests that no one really needs service in the middle of the day. That isn't so. For example,
there are part time workers with different work hours; students with a variety of class
schedules; people who have appointments; seniors who go on outings, including getting a noon
meal. In short, it is a bad idea to take away mid-day transportation options.
Again, I ask that you support expanding eligibility for Ride for 5, and that you oppose reducing
routes. Thank you.
If you received this from a source other than the Center for People in Need and want to receive
alerts and advisories directly, please contact: shale@centerforpeopleineed.org

8/6/08
______________________________________
You are receiving this message on behalf of

The Center for People in Need
Please visit our web site to learn more about our organization
www.centerforpeopleinneed.org

The mission of the Center for People in Need is to enhance opportunities for families and youth
as they address barriers limiting their paths to self sufficiency. One of the means to accomplish
this

is through advocating for systemic changes including through legislative processes.
Legislative change cannot be accomplished by one group or one person.
Only through collaboration and coordination can we succeed.

Center for People in Need
th

3901 North 27 Street, Unit 1
Lincoln, NE68521
(402) 476-4357

(402) 476-4358 (Fax)

Beatty BraschExecutive Director
bbrasch@centerforpeopleinneed.org

Deb Daily, Director of Operations
ddaily@centerforpeopleinneed.org

To unsubscribe, send an e-mail to shale@centerforpeopleinneed.org.
Please allow 24 hours for your name to be removed from our list.

"Amy Mitchell"
<amitchell@co.lancaster.ne.u
s>
08/07/2008 08:18 AM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc
bcc
Subject Ride for Five

"Please support expanding eligibility for the Ride for Five program to 200% of the federal
poverty level and keeping the fare at $5 a month. Moderate-income families are struggling to
meet the increased costs of fuel, food, utilities and other basic necessities and need an affordable
transportation option. Thank you."

Amy Hanson

"Amy Mitchell"
<amitchell@co.lancaster.ne.u
s>
08/07/2008 08:19 AM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc
bcc
Subject Taking away bus route times

I am writing to ask you to vote for making more people eligible for Ride for 5 passes. And, I ask
that you oppose taking away some bus routes during the middle of the day.

I strongly support getting more people to use buses and to make it very affordable for families
who are struggling with the high cost of gas and other basic necessities. And, the $5 passes
would be an incentive for many to try the bus who haven't considered it before. They may
become regular users. And, in the future, when their situations improve, they will be among
those who pay regular fares.

While working to help people with more affordable fares which will lead to more riders, it
doesn't make sense to simultaneously cut routes. The very people who need the lower fare
service likely will be among those who need the bus during the 10-2 time frame. Also, it
suggests that no one really needs service in the middle of the day. That isn't so. For example,
there are part time workers with different work hours; students with a variety of class
schedules; people who have appointments; seniors who go on outings, including getting a noon
meal. In short, it is a bad idea to take away mid-day transportation options.

Again, I ask that you support expanding eligibility for Ride for 5, and that you oppose reducing
routes. Thank you.

Amy Hanson

Betsy Bergman
<bbergman@region5systems.
net>
08/07/2008 08:34 AM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc
bcc
Subject StarTran proposals

[IMAGE]

I think expanding the Ride for Five is GREAT!

HOWEVER, What does cutting "most routes" mean? I am rather concerned about this as I am a
bus rider, and at times might have to leave work for an appointments or pick up a sick child from
school. The times that I have left early from work this summer (1:45) the bus has been pretty
darn full. I also think a majority of the riders that utilize the bus may hold multiple part-time
jobs.

One example, if I had a dental appointment at 8:30, got done at 9:30, I couldn’t even make it
downtown to work until 3:00 p.m. (If they make the cuts from 10:00 to 2:00 like they are
proposing.)

For the size of our city, and with the price of fuel that is continuing to climb, I think more of
what we need to do is EDUCATE the citizens of Lincoln on how to USE the bus. Everyone here
at my work knows that I take the bus, they are always asking how they could take the bus, but
are intimidated by the maps, and just the entire way that it is set up. Take a look at Seattle's
website for their public transportation. http://transit.metrokc.gov/ With the trip planner, it makes
it easy for a person that is not familiar with the bus system. Or someone vacationing here. (BIG
QUESTION: Why were the new route signs not in place when the routes were changed? This is
very confusing for folks visiting or new citizens. They are STILL not in place! )

I think that if a campaign was done to offer discounted 31 day consecutive passes to employers
for their employees, this would dramatically increase ridership. Right now is a critical time to do
some sort of campaign, as every one of us is trying to find a way to cut down on our use of fuel.
We should also have park and rides that are located at each corner of the city. This is really a
passion for me. I am a single mom who, in NO WAY, would be able to afford a car payment,
gas, and insurance right now.

There are also many, many mental health consumers that cannot drive, and it is our
responsibility as a community to provide services to them as well as the handicapped. If they

have an appointment at 10, 11, 12, or 1 o'clock, how can we service them? They can get to the 10
o'clock, but then cannot get home until 3 o'clock. Or, if they have a 1:00, they would have to
arrive at 10 am or earlier to make it to their appointment.

We also need to think about the UNL students. I see a lot of them on the busses, but of course
they have varied schedules. Not very friendly for them either.

During the summer, the bus is really the only transportation that some middle-school children
have to get to programming. We want these children in programming instead of at home on their
own.

I know that the parks and rec use the midday buses for field trips.

Somehow we have to make riding the bus more attractive to everyone, especially the downtown
folks. I get on the bus at 7:50 and am at work at 8:10. I couldn't drive here any faster myself. I
know there are many jobs that folks may need to drive for appointments and what-not, but there
are thousands and thousands of jobs where that is not necessary. We should have all of these
folks on busses, and then we could expand services, not decrease services.

I am sickened when I ride to work and see ONE PERSON PER CAR. One other service that
would be nice to see on StarTran's website is a carpool network.

Betsy Bergman
Phone: 402.570.9761

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole
use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any
unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the intended
recipient, please contact the sender and destroy all copies of the original message.

Betsy Bergman
Phone: 402.441.4338
Fax: 402.441.4335

CONFIDENTIALITYNOTICE:This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole
use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any
unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the intended
recipient, please contact the sender and destroy all copies of the original message.

Mary Pipher
<mpipher@unlserve.unl.edu>
08/07/2008 02:02 PM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc
bcc
Subject bus service

I am writing you to request that you vote for more access to the
Ride for Five
Program for low income and middle income people.
I also hope we can keep as many buses on the streets all day long as
possible. I know from my work with refugees and the poor how vital
the bus service is. Many people need it to travel to work or school or
to visit their doctors. It is also good for our environment.
Thanks for doing your best with all this. mary pipher

ADDENDUM
TO
DIRECTORS’ AGENDA
MONDAY, AUGUST 11, 2008
I.

II.

MAYOR 1.

NEWS ADVISORY - RE: Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule Week of August 9
through August 15, 2008 - Schedule subject to change.

2.

NEWS RELEASE - RE: Beutler Disappointed In LES Action.

3.

NEWS RELEASE - RE: Budget Compromise Includes Plan To Maintain MidDay Bus Service.

CITY CLERK 1.

III.

The LES Proposed Rate Schedules and Service Regulations to Bill #08R-190,
Item #42. - (Council received this material on 08/08/08) (Copy of this Material on
file in the City Council Office and linked to the Formal Council Agenda for
08/11/08).

CORRESPONDENCE A.

COUNCIL REQUESTS/CORRESPONDENCE - NONE

B.

DIRECTORS AND DEPARTMENT HEADS -

COUNTY HUMAN SERVICES
1.

Letter from Kit Boesch - RE: The “Ride For Five”.

PARKS & RECREATION
1.

E-Mail Response from Lynn Johnson to Robin Eschliman - RE: East High
Athletics & the Lincoln Community Need Your Help!

PUBLIC WORKS & UTILITIES
1.

Letter & Material from Allen Lee to Property Owner/Resident - RE: L-10228.6
and L-10228.8 - Ridge Road North of Pine Lake Road - L-5338 - Helen Witt
Drive South of Pine Lake Road.

C.

MISCELLANEOUS -

1.

E-Mail from Sheridan Weideman - RE: Proposed cuts in FY 08-09 budget.

2.

Petition with 8 signatures - RE: The Downtown ActivAge Center-we do not want
any more cuts in city services. Please make decisions that restore city services,
not cut them.

3.

Letter from Elizabeth McCue - RE: Currently attend Easterday Recreation
Center-Please don’t close it.

4.

Letter from Norma Latzel - RE: Please don’t cut any more programs in the City
Budget! Please use $1.5 million from the special assessment fund!

5.

Letter from Tom French - RE: Easterday is a place where I can communicate with
people in the community.

6.

Letter from Patte Newman, President, The League of Women Voters of LincolnLancaster County - RE: Opposed to eliminating mid-day service on StarTran bus
routes as proposed in the Mayor’s budget for 2008-09.

7.

Letter from Don Tilley - RE: Instant Runoff Voting (IRV) - There are some
advantages for the City of Lincoln-Saves Lincoln $80,000 for each election (no
primary election).

8.

E-Mail from Janine Copple - RE: Save our Library.

9.

E-Mail from Lee Orton, Executive Director, Budget Hearing Input regarding
Lincoln/Lancaster County Health Department (LLCHD) issues.

10.

E-Mail from Sitaram Jaswal - RE: Discontinuation of midday bus service.

11.

E-Mail from Gordon Shaw - RE: The City budget.

12.

E-Mail from Sharon J. Johnson - RE: Stronger Safer Neighborhoods- do not cut
or eliminate this essential program.

13.

E-Mail from Steven Shipman - RE: Proposed Bus Schedule - don’t eliminate-a
fare increase would be preferable.

14.

E-Mail from Sonya Kay Wing - RE: Don’t eliminate the proposed bus routes.

15.

E-Mail from Gwelda Carlson - RE: StarTran-budget cuts.
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16.

E-Mail from Mark Siske - RE: Fund raising position.

17.

Letter from Donna Busch - RE: Please do not cut anymore city programs.

18.

Letter - RE: Reasons Why LES Management has not done their job.

19.

E-Mail from Carmen Maurer - RE: Please support Stronger, Safer
Neighborhoods.

20.

Letter from Zachary Harris & Poster Board with a lot of signatures from just
some of the kids this will affect - I heard the Mayor and Council want to close our
pool (Meadow Heights) WHY?

21.

daadd081108/tjg

E-Mail from Marilyn Hoskins - RE: Suggestions for the City budget.

CITY OF LINCOLN
NEBRASKA

DATE: August 8, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule
Week of August 9 through August 15, 2008
Schedule subject to change

Monday, August 11
Bellevue and Greater Omaha Chambers of Commerce, Senior Leadership Luncheon in support of
Air Force Week - 11:30 a.m., Scott Conference Center, University of Nebraska-Omaha,
6450 Pine Street, Omaha
Tuesday, August 12
Lincoln Chamber of Commerce Senior Leader Symposium in support of Air Force Week – 7 a.m.,
Duncan Aviation, 3410 West Mathis, Lincoln Municipal Airport
Nebraska Children’s Home Society Night at the Ballpark:
Remarks at barbecue – 5:30 p.m., pavilion at Oak Lake Park
Throw out the first pitch with several children at Saltdogs game – 6:45 p.m., Haymarket Park
Wednesday, August 13
Junior Achievement Teacher of the Year award ceremony, remarks and presentations - 11:45 a.m.,
Cornhusker Marriott Hotel, 333 S. 13th St.
Thursday, August 14
KFOR Morning Show - 7:45 a.m.
Mayor’s Neighborhood Roundtable - 5:30 p.m., Mayor’s Conference Room, County-City Building,
555 S. 10th St.

CITY OF LINCOLN
NEBRASKA

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 8, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

BEUTLER DISAPPOINTED IN LES ACTION
Mayor Chris Beutler issued the following statement in response to today’s vote by the Lincoln Electric
System (LES) board to recommend a systemwide 10.1 percent rate hike to the City Council.
“I am disappointed that the LES board did not hold the rate increase for customers at the
7 percent to 8 percent level. I am pleased that the board voted for more cuts in the LES budget and
increased assistance to low-income families. But in these tough economic times, we have to balance the
needs of government institutions with the needs of the public that we serve. I will continue to look for
opportunities to meet with LES board members. And I will continue to meet with our City Attorney and
City Council members to look at the options available to us to ease this burden on rate-payers.”
- 30 -

CITY OF LINCOLN
NEBRASKA

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 9, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831
Rick Hoppe, Mayor’s Office, 430-2505, 610-2720

BUDGET COMPROMISE INCLUDES PLAN
TO MAINTAIN MID-DAY BUS SERVICE
Mayor Chris Beutler and City Council members today announced that compromises have been reached on
several budget issues in advance of the public hearing Monday, August 11. They include a plan to maintain
mid-day service on StarTran, the City’s bus system.
“I want to thank John Spatz, Doug Emery and Ken Svoboda for their hard work on behalf of StarTran patrons,”
Beutler said. “We’ve heard a great deal of concern about the difficulties cuts in mid-day service would create
for workers, families and students. The Council members listened to those concerns and came up with a
solution. I am proud to support their proposed compromise.”
“This is a winning solution for all involved,” said Spatz. “We protected StarTran without creating a greater
fiscal burden for the taxpayers.”
“People count on the mid-day bus for medical appointments, child care and school,” Emery said. “Restoring
mid-day services helps our families and gives them one less worry.”
Under the compromise, StarTran would receive $150,000 from the Special Assessment Revolving Fund and
would make about $150,000 in cuts (two bus drivers). An additional $380,000 in revenue would include these
proposed fare changes:
Fares would increase $10 for the 31-day pass ($35 to $45) and the 20-ride pass ($23 to $33). The cost
of HandiVan passes also would increase. Impact - $101,000.
The fare for the Big Red Express would be kept at $4 each way. The fare was to be reduced to $1.25.
Impact - $100,000.
Ride for Five would be changed to Ride for Seven-Fifty (31-day pass for $7.50). The proposal to
increase the eligibility to 200 percent of poverty is retained. Impact - $45,000.
The cash fare would be increased from $1.25 to $1.75. Impact - $73,000.
The Star Shuttle would cost 25 cents instead of being free. Impact - $14,000.
The Ride to Shop program would be eliminated. Impact - $1,000 loss.
- more -

Budget Compromise
August 9, 2008
Page Two
The compromises include the addition of two 911 operators, rather than the three police officers originally
proposed by Svoboda. “The 911 system is the key to quick response in emergencies,” he said. “As the City has
grown and budgets have been cut, we need to make sure our 911 center has the resources it needs. While we
need additional police officers for future growth, the two 911 operators are needed immediately to help keep the
public safe.”
An agreement also was reached to cut a street sweeper and a dump truck to provide additional funding for
sidewalk repair. This concept originated when Svoboda and Spatz suggested the City could delay the purchase
of vehicles, and Council member Jonathan Cook pointed out that sidewalk repair was needed for
neighborhoods.
Beutler praised Jon Camp, Robin Eschliman, Dan Marvin and the entire City Council, saying, “I appreciated
the Council’s constructive approach and effort to work with my administration on the budget. We compromised
and found solutions. Cooperation between the Mayor and the Council is a positive development for the entire
community.”
The public hearing on the budget is from 2:30 to 6 p.m. and 6:30 to 10:30 p.m. Monday. The Council votes on
final changes to the Mayor’s budget at 9 a.m. Wednesday, August 13 and adopts the budget at 5:30 p.m.
Monday, August 25. All meetings are in the City Council Chambers, first floor of the County-City Building,
555 S. 10th St. They will be aired on 5 CITY-TV, the government access cable channel.
More information on the City budget is available at lincoln.ne.gov.
- 30 -

Lynn Johnson/Notes

To Robin Eschliman <robine@neb.rr.com>

08/11/2008 01:05 PM

cc CouncilPacket/Notes@Notes, Rick Hoppe/Notes@Notes
bcc
Subject Re: Fw: East High Athletics & the Lincoln Community Need
Your Help!

Robin: There are no changes proposed to the mowing schudule or maintenance of Seacrest Park as part
of the proposed budget for next fiscal year. In fact, we are not proposing changes from the level of
service of park maintenance and operations from the current fiscal year. Thanks, Lynn
Lynn Johnson, Director
Parks and Recreation Department
2740 'A' Street
Lincoln, NE 68502
402/441-8265
Robin Eschliman <robine@neb.rr.com>
Robin Eschliman
<robine@neb.rr.com>

To <LJohnson@ci.lincoln.ne.us>

08/11/2008 11:38 AM

cc
Subject Fw: East High Athletics & the Lincoln Community Need Your
Help!

Here's who the e-mails are coming from

Robin Eschliman
----- Original Message ----From: Richard Meginnis
To: 'Robin Eschliman'
Cc: 'reschliman@lincoln.ne.gov'
Sent: Monday, August 11, 2008 10:53 AM
Subject: FW: East High Athletics & the Lincoln Community Need Your Help!
Robin,
Help me. If this is a scare tactic I will reply to all and let them know.

RichardW.Meginnis

NAIFMARealty

From:AngelaHerbert[mailto:anjherbert@neb.rr.com]
Sent: Saturday, August 09, 2008 9:11 AM
To: Harry Meginnis; behnam.laderian@gmail.com; candytomlinson@yahoo.com; Greg Tebo; Macoubrie, Dave;

Michelle Kiddoo; Mike and Denise Linder; rvkortus@yahoo.com; skiddoo4lfc@yahoo.com; Thomson, Cindy &
Keith; Tomlinsons; Angela Herbert; Anthony & Jodi Zmiewski; Hill, LaRae & Steve; Jill Connor; June & Greg
Biggs; Kim Northey; Kirk Kilgore; 'Melanie/Ken Nobbe'; Nancy V; Nobbe; Pat Burns; Roger Fossberg; 'RON &
TERESA STOGDILL'; Rudy Wagner; Sandy Kilgore; The Northey's; WayneVidetich; aherbert@bryanlgh.org;
Angela Herbert; Anthony & Jodi Zmiewski; Barb Bulow; behnam.laderian@gmail.com;
candytomlinson@yahoo.com; Coleen Weihe; Ellen & Pat Beans; Ellen A. Beans; Greg Tebo; Hill, LaRae & Steve;
Jackie Wagner; Jen Ham; Jill Connor; John Weihe; June & Greg Biggs; Kim Macoubrie; Kirk Kilgore;
Macoubrie; Macoubrie, Dave; mcwenzl@aol.com; 'Melanie/Ken Nobbe'; Michelle Kiddoo; Mike and Denise
Linder; Nobbe; Roger Fossberg; 'RON & TERESA STOGDILL'; Rudy Wagner; rvkortus@yahoo.com; Sandy
Geier; Sandy Kilgore; schuly@windstream.net; skiddoo4lfc@yahoo.com; The Northey's; Thomson, Cindy &
Keith; Tomlinsons; WayneVidetich; janderson@lmep.com; Janice Harrah; Jen Ham; Jill Connor;
joenigro@hotmail.com; adhagemann@windstream.net; ajablon@lps.org; aschmohr@yahoo.com; brenda haugh;
chrismpete@neb.rr.com; Coach Fitzgerald; Coach Seizys; Coleen Weihe; gkshaw@alltel.net;
janderson@lmep.com; John Weihe; kieliancon@aol.com; kseizys@yahoo.com; kylees44@yahoo.com;
lgran@lps.org; loehring@lps.org; Lrmeginnis@aol.com; maozaki@aol.com; Mark Anderson;
marks@eastmonttowers.com; mcwenzl@aol.com; Pat Quade; rclaussen@neb.rr.com; Sara Gran; Sherri Key; Steve
Morrison; suarezr@nationwide.com; sunderwoman@alltel.net; thomps729@aol.com; wdmetzger@aol.com;
jwhy@nebraska.com; kdanielson@mail.unomaha.edu; Peggy Dingledine; Kevin Welch; Kim Macoubrie;
pwitherby@neb.rr.com; Kim Northey; Rudy Wagner; lgran@lps.org; Linda & Mike Shipley; Wendy & Chuck
Fast; thomps729@aol.com; Thomson, Cindy & Keith; schuly@windstream.net; Sandy Kilgore; 'RON & TERESA
STOGDILL'; Linda J Shipley; Lrmeginnis@aol.com; lhlehms@hotmail.com; machuskers@yahoo.com; Macoubrie;
Macoubrie, Dave; Mark Cederdahl; Mark Sunderman; Sandy Geier; Sara Gran; Mark Dingledine; Mark Anderson;
Mark Vestecka; wdmetzger@aol.com; Mary Reckmeyer; Mike and Denise Linder; mthurber@alltel.net; owen
yardley; Nancy V; Pat Burns; rclaussen@neb.rr.com; Roger Fossberg
Subject: East High Athletics & the LincolnCommunity Need Your Help!

Parents / Friends / LincolnResidents,

An important and concerning budget cut is close to being approved by the Lincoln City
Council. This budget cut would impact the ability to enjoy and use the Lincoln City Parks,
including SeacrestParkwhich the East High Soccer community uses for practices.

My understanding is that the budget cuts would increase the amount of city park land that is not
maintained or mowed; thus making SeacrestParkunusable for field games and recreation.
SeacrestParkas you probably know is not a well manicured field in its current state. Decreasing
its maintenance and upkeep any further would make it completely unusable for sports and
activities. They are also reducing or eliminating funding to maintain or resurface the lower four
courts at East High (community and high school uses), mowing of public baseball, softball and
cross country fields. All of these are currently used by LPS & the community extensively.

It is imperative that you contact your City Council Member about this very significant
budget cut immediately. At the end of this email is a list of Council Member names, phone
numbers, mailing addresses, and email addresses. Please contact them through whatever means

you feel to be most effective & efficient.

More information regarding the cuts and related concerns can be found at:

http://www.gptn.org/Protect_Lincolns_Parks_and_Recreation_Part_One.pdf
&
http://www.gptn.org/Protect_Lincoln_Parks_and_Recreation_Part_Three.pdf

In addition, you can find information at the City of Lincolnwebsite: www.lincoln.ne.gov .
Please review this information and share it with as many people as possible. Let your voice be
heard. The Budget is close to being approved and presented. There are City Council Meetings
th
th
scheduled Mondays August 11 & August 18 !! Parks, trails, and trees help to make the
community of Lincolnan attractive place to live, while promoting healthy lifestyles. Please do
your part in ensuring that doesn’t change.

Council Members
Northeast- District 1

At-Large

[IMAGE]Doug Emery -Vice-Chair

e-mail

[IMAGE]Robin Eschliman -Chair

e-mail
Elected - May, 2007
Elected - May, 2005
Term of Office - 2007-2011
Term of Office - 2005-2009
Southeast- District 2
[IMAGE]Ken R. Svoboda e-mail
[IMAGE]Jon Camp

e-mail
Term of Office - 2001-2005

Term of Office - May 1999 - 2003
Re-Elected - May, 2005
Re-elected - May, 2003
Term of Office - 2005-2009

Term of Office - May, 2003-2007
[IMAGE]Dan Marvin

e-mail

Re-elected - May, 2007
Elected - May, 2005
Term of office - May, 2007-2011
Term of Office - 2005-2009
Southwest- District 3
Fax - 402-441-6533
[IMAGE]Jonathan Cook

e-mail

Term of Office - May 1999-2003
Re-elected - May, 2003
Term of Office - May 2003-2007
Re-elected - May, 2007
Term of Office - May, 2007-2011

Northwest- District 4
[IMAGE]John Spatz

e-mail

Elected - May, 2007
Term of Office - 2007-2011

Additional contact info for council members can be found at:
http://www.lincoln.ne.gov/city/council/lista.htm. A link to a direct feedback form is also
available on the website as well.

Thank you for helping our youth and our community.
AngelaHerbert
East High Soccer Parent

Sheridan Weideman
<sweideman@dietzemusic.co
m>
08/08/2008 08:56 AM
Please respond to
<sweideman@dietzemusic.co
m>

To <mayor@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
bcc
Subject RE: proposed cuts in FY 08-09 budget

Dear Mayor, dear Council Members,

As many others before me I am sure, I am writing you today in reaction to the budget cuts as
understood by me.

There are many areas I strongly disagree with, and many others that make absolutely sense. I
realize that this is part of a universal understanding that you cannot possibly make everyone
happy, but in order for a city to flourish and grow I would simply assume that a Mayor and its
city council members would at least try.

My main point of concern are the cuts in Star Tran services between 10.00 am and 2.00 pm.
I live north side of town and work DownTown. I very much love my job downtown and wouldn’t
have it any other way. I am also lucky to work full time, so it isn’t on a daily basis that I travel
between those hours, however, sometimes I do.
Reasons for those include: leaving work early due to illness, to attend a doctor’s appointment
for myself or my children, to surprise my son, whom at 12 still very much likes to be surprised
and have his Mom pick him up from school, to pick up my son following a school nurse’s call….
And many more reasons.
I do not drive or own a car for that matter, so all my errands and all the above mentioned
circumstances pretty much involve me using public transport.
Now, I have a family I can depend on that will help me with many of those, but not everyone has
that luxury!
Also, in a city that claims to be a capitol, shouldn’t a substantial “net” of public transport back
up that claim?

I have lived in many different cities, mainly in Europeand somehow, must admit; this is the
worst public transport I have witnessed so far. It has in many ways, from my point of view at

least, improved somewhat with recent changes, but cutting back now is NOT the solution.
Wouldn’t all the money spent on these changes somewhat have been in vain?

Prices in Europeare somewhat more expensive. I realize life in general there is. However a
raise in prices is a necessary measure to keep things running smoothly, and Europeans
understands that.

I know raising costs of ridership will not fix every problem you are incurring when it comes to
Star Tran and fuel costs, but why not walk down that alley first before making all those cuts?

I hope that this gets read and taking into account.
At the end of the day, the decision is not in my hands, and I admit, I am glad it isn’t for I
understand you all have some though decisions to make. I ask though, please listen to the
people of this city, for they make your city what it is!

SheridanWeideman
7125 York Lane
Lincoln, NE 68505
(402) 461 -8165

sheridanweideman@hotmail.com
sweideman@dietzemusic.com

<jcopple@windstream.net>

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

08/08/2008 09:07 PM

cc
bcc
Subject save our library

Dear council members, have any of you spent time in the evening at Bennet
Martin? I have and I always am glad children and adults have a safe and
educational place to go in the evening. Really, what better place, especially
for those lacking more expensive options, to spend an evening than at our
friendly neighborhood library, for that's what it is, one of the hubs of our
"core" neghborhood.
Please help us keep the good things we have in this vulnerable area, we
already lost our swimming pool, please don't take away our evenings at the
library.
Thank you, Janine Copple
920 S. 8th Street

Lee Orton <lee@h2oboy.net>

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

08/09/2008 10:04 AM

cc John Chess <J.chess@ci.lincoln.ne.us>
bcc
Subject Budget Hearing Input regarding LLCHD issues

Please accept this email to be submitted as a part of the public hearing on the City budget set for Monday, August
11, 2008. I would have preferred to be in attendance; however, my schedule has prevented that alternative.
I am the Executive Director of the Nebraska Well Drillers Association and the Nebraska Onsite Waste Water
Association; and, in that capacity have had a number of occasions to work with the local health department
officials. on water well and waste water permitting and inspections. I wish to complement your local health
officials on the great job they do in protecting public health and environmental interests.
The water well and septic system permits and inspections program in Lincoln and the Lancaster County are
exemplary programs and examples of those efforts which our organizations encourage throughout the remainder of
Nebraska. While the State of Nebraska has established minimum standards for both water well and waste water
system design and construction, our local health officials under the ordinances adopted by the City and the County
have established a clear and concise program to guide professional installation contractors and the citizens in
constructing, operating and maintaining quality water wells and septic systems.
The State is left to enforce program requirements in many areas of the state and they are not able to adequately
accomplish those responsibilities without the "eyes and ears" of local public health and building officials. Do not
let those who might suggest the State should be doing this work to adversely impact our local successful programs.
These local programs, which are generally supported by fees for the services rendered, and in the case of Lincoln
and Lancaster County, also the use of licensed professional private industry contractors for inspection details, are
outstanding programs to protect the public and the environment.
We sincerely hope that no action would be considered which might diminish these successful efforts. The current
budgeting process should not be used by objectors to Health Department programs to return these activities to State
responsiblity nor to reduce the effectiveness of this success story.
Respectfully, LEE ORTON, Executive Director

<sjaswal@unlserve.unl.edu>

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

08/09/2008 03:44 PM

cc <sjaswal1@unl.edu>
bcc
Subject Discontinuation of midday bus service

The Lincoln City Council is holding a public meeeting on Monday,
August 11, 2008, to consider elimanting bus
service from 10am to 2pm during the week . I feel that the hourly bus
service during those hours is crucial to many StarTran users and its
elimination will work hardship on them. Also, with the gas prices high
and getting higher, more and more people are riding the buses.
Therefore we need more consistent bus service as we have now instead
of creating a gap in it in the middle of the day. I am a regular rider
of the Arapahoe bus and such a change will adversely effect my getting
around the city. What we need now is more public transportation and
not less. Such a change will be a step backward in our city's public
trasportation policy. I most sincerely and strongly urge the Council
members not to put the midday gap in the StarTran service which will
adversely effect
the quality of life for many lincolnites.
I also strongly support to expand Low Income Program eligibility to
200% poverty level.
Thanks for listening.
Sitaram Jaswal
3325 Grimsby Lane
Lincoln, NE 68502

I understand that StarTran Advisory Board is considering elimanting bus service from 10am to 2pm during the
week . I feel that the hourly bus service during those hours is crucial to many StarTran users and its elimination
will work hardship on them. Also, with the gas prices high and getting higher, more and more people are riding the
buses. Therefore we need more consistent bus service as we have now instead of creating a gap in it in the middle
of the day. I am a regular rider of the Arapahoe bus and such a change will adversely effect my getting around the
city. What we need now is more public transportation and not less. Such a change will be a step backward in our
city's public trasportation policy. I most sincerely and strongly urge you not to put the midday gap in the StarTran
service which will adversely effect the quality of life for many lincolnites. Thank you for listening.
Sitaram Jaswal
3325 Grimsby Lane
Lincoln, NE 68502

WebForm
<none@lincoln.ne.gov>
08/09/2008 04:44 PM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc
bcc
Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council
Name:
Address:
City:

Gordon Shaw
911 Cobblestone Drive
Lincoln, NE 68510

Phone:
Fax:
Email:

402-484-0381
gkshaw@alltel.net

Comment or Question:
In regards to Parks and recreation budget cuts I would like to add that golf
operations should be made self supporting and the Centennial Mall renovation
should be funded from downtown sources or even state sources as this is
integral to the state capital. Park and recreation services need to be
maintained even if these cuts are not sufficient. Play fields need to be mowed
even if we need to fund through property taxes and user fees. It is easy to
imagine that with reduced recreational opportunities we will find more youth
engaged in less than desirable activities. best wishes.

Sharon J
<sj1826@yahoo.com>
08/10/2008 07:26 PM
Please respond to
<sj1826@yahoo.com>

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc
bcc
Subject Stronger Safer Neighborhoods

As an Everett Neighborhood resident, I have seen firsthand the benefits of
this initiative. I chose to purchase a home in this neighborhood May, 2007
because of the beauty of the older homes and the many families who had obvious
pride in restoring and maintaining a certain quality of life. The Stronger
Safer Neighborhood staff and volunteers work long hours without formal
recognition to see that the core neighborhoods do not deteriorate
unneccessarily.
You have many difficult budgetary decisions to make but I hope you will give
serious consideration to the grassroots success and not cut or eliminate this
essential program. Thank you!
Sharon J. Johnson
1826 S. 12th St.
432-3942

Steven Shipman
<shipmanarts@gmail.com>
08/10/2008 07:37 PM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc
bcc
Subject Proposed Bus Schedule

With regard to the proposed cancellation of most buses between 10AM and 2PM, I have a
question: How will I get to work?
Please consider that not everyone works 9-5. I work a retail closing shift from 1-9PM. I have no
car, nor can I afford one. On Saturdays I already walk to work (it takes me an hour) as you don't
run my bus that day. Not good in rain, cold or sweltering heat but I have to do it, uncomfortable
as it sometimes may be.
What about all the elderly riders relying on service, as well as the sizable blind/sight-impaired
population of Lincoln? How are they going to manage? Leaving people stranded for 4 hours in
the middle of the day is just a terrible idea. And expanding the poverty level fares may cost
more riders less, but it still doesn't get them where they need to go between 10 and 2. It's like
some kind of condescending consolation prize.
Please try to put yourself in our shoes. On foot, exhausted and relying on this important public
service. If budget cuts are required, a fare increase would be preferable to losing that service
from 10 to 2.
Steven Shipman
3017 P Street
Lincoln, NE 68503

WebForm
<none@lincoln.ne.gov>

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc

08/10/2008 10:32 PM

bcc
Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council
Name:
Address:
City:

Sonya Kay Wing
1340 Lincoln Mall Apt. #P508
Lincoln, NE 68508

Phone:
Fax:
Email:

(402)438-7389
(402)474-5180
sonya.kay.wing@att.net

Comment or Question:
Dear City Council Members:
A city the size of Lincoln CAN & SHOULD have a bus system that serves the
general public as a whole. Your proposal to eliminate most of the routes
between 10AM and 2PM severly limits most of the passengers who don't have cars
and who ride the buses to doctor's appointments, grocery stores, homes of
friends and family, and other appointments. It will also restrict college
students who rely on the buses to get from their homes to school and back. A
change as drastic as this will only leave people stranded for hours, loitering
in public places, stores, bars, and restuarants.
I would also hazzard to say that most of the people who are currently using
the ride for $5 program and the people who would qualify under the expansion
of that same program are EXACTLY the people who would be most affected with
these cuts.
The impact of your proposed changes yield many negative results. The changes
seem very short-sighted, considering one of the benefits of living in a city
with good public transportation is that it attracts potential residents, such
as students and employees which result in more business and revenue for the
city as a whole.
Sincerely,
Sonya Kay Wing

Gwelda Carlson
<gjcarlson@alltel.net>
08/11/2008 09:20 AM

To <council@LINCOLN.NE.GOV>,
<mayor@LINCOLN.NE.GOV>
cc
bcc
Subject Star Tran

I have a driver's license and you have a driver's license. We get into our car(s) and go to work,
meetings, church, appointments and social gatherings WHENEVER we want. Individuals of
low income and those with disabilities often do not have that PRIVILEGE. Star Tran and the
Handivan system are their only means of transportation in Lincoln.
As a parent of an individual with developmental disabilities, I encourage you to continue the
midday bus routes. You and I have NO idea how frustrating it must be to ride for an hour or
more, changing bus routes and waiting for buses to get to work, get to appointments and
meetings or to get anywhere in Lincoln. Although our system isn't the ultimate, it has been
good. It has worked to help individuals in need to be more independent in their lives.
I also ask that you support expanding the eligibility for Ride for 5. Individuals with low
incomes and those with disabilities struggle financially. We, as tax payers have the obligation
to make sure that those less fortunate also have the privileges in life that we have been afforded.
Please oppose reducing routes and support expanding the eligibility for Ride for 5.
Gwelda Carlson
2830 Kipling Circle
Lincoln, NE

mark siske
<msiske@neb.rr.com>
08/11/2008 09:40 AM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc
bcc
Subject fund raising position

I whole heartedly support council person Eschliman's proposel for a fund
raiser position. I also have no objections to using inmates in any way
to cut cost .

Carmen Maurer
<cmaurer@nebraska.edu>

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc

08/11/2008 11:10 AM

bcc
Subject Please support Stronger, Safer Neighborhoods

Dear members of the City Council:
I urge you to find support in the budget for the Stronger, Safer
Neighborhoods program. The launching of this program has begun to bring
the resources of home owners, tenants and landlords, and the city
government together, in ways not seen in the past.
Strong neighborhoods
have a huge positive economic impact that goes far beyond the
neighborhoods themselves. In your search for efficiency, cutting funding
from this program would be very short-sighted.
______________________
Carmen Maurer

WebForm
<none@lincoln.ne.gov>

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc

08/11/2008 10:38 AM

bcc
Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council
Name:
Address:
City:

Marilyn Hoskins
9000 Whispering Wind Rd
Lincoln, NE 68512

Phone:
Fax:
Email:
Comment or Question:
We are already overtaxed
No city income tax
No property tax increase
Here are some suggestions in no particular order
•
Reduce or eliminate impact fees rather than provide new home purchase
rebates to a few people, which is an in-equitable short-term fix with minimal
economic impact. I have heard from some developers that they are not planning
any new projects in Lincoln because of the impact fees – and the proposed
increase in those fees.
o
Why is the money for this questionable idea coming from the wastewater
bond – I voted for improving water and sewer, not donating money so a few
people can get a minimal price break on a home.
•
Seriously work on combining as many functions of city and county
government as possible – beginning with the City Council and County Board –
take the egos out of the negotiations. According to the census bureau the
population in 2006 of Lancaster County was 267,135 and 241,167 of them live in
Lincoln. Attached is a list of city and county government agencies - a
rather long list for the population numbers. Cut or combine!
•

Eliminate the 2 for 1 match on retirement accounts for new employees

•

Reduce miles allowed in city owned cars by 10%

•
Look at selling unprofitable golf courses (incidentally, the costs and
revenues accrued to each golf course are not available in the budget)
•

Use prisoners for roadside maintenance

•
Turn maintenance of neighborhood parks over to the neighborhood
associations
•

Charge a user fee for adults (not children) at the libraries.

•
Loosen restrictions on sidewalk or outdoor entertainment/food service
and collect user fees and sales tax.

•

Improve accounting of revenues and expenditures

COUNCIL BUDGET MEETING
(Council votes on final changes to the Mayor’s Recommended Budget)
Wednesday, August 13, 2008
9:00 a.m.
County/City Building,
Council Chambers
I.

MAYOR - None

II.

CITY CLERK - None

III.

CORRESPONDENCE - None
A.

COUNCIL REQUESTS/CORRESPONDENCE - None

B.

DIRECTORS AND DEPARTMENT HEADS - None

C.

MISCELLANEOUS -

1.

104 Post Cards - RE: “Leave My Bus Alone”.

2.

E-Mail from Susan Lee - RE: Budget - Active Age Centers.

3.

E-Mail Letter from Amy Evans, Executive Director, Friendship Home RE: Testimony regarding Ride for Five Program.(Also, received this letter by fax)

4.

E-Mail from David Riggenbach - RE: The proposal to cut the StarTran operation
from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

5.

E-Mail from Mr. K.R. Theesen - RE: Please do not make any more cuts to
Lincoln’s public transportation system.

6.

Letter from Joyce Perry - RE: The City budget.

7.

E-Mail from David R. Wachter - RE: After expensive re-doing of the bus routes,
there has been very little improvement if any. In particular, I want to address the
Gaslight bus route.

8.

E-Mail from Judy Martin - RE: Budget hearings - In support of the Lancaster
County Health Department.

9.

Letter from Karen Hand - RE: The City Budget cuts to the Parks & Recreation
Department. (Council received this letter on 08/11/08)

10.

E-Mail from Julie Shaw - RE: Cost for Easterday program.

11.

Faxed Letter from Kathryn L. Bjorklund - RE: The program at Easterday is an
integral part of my brother’s therapy.

12.

E-Mail from Robert Boyce - RE: Do not cut the Parks & Recreation Department’s
budget further.

13.

Letter from Jean Ford - RE: Budget cuts.

14.

E-Mail from Diane Kimble - RE: Please vote for the compromise plan for
StarTran.

15.

E-Mail from Dr. Berwyn E. Jones - RE: Please, no more budget cuts!

CouncilBudgetMeeting081308/ tjg
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Bus Names Received
August 2008

132
133
134
135
136
137
138
139
140
141
142
143
144
145
146
147
148
149
150
151
152
153
154
155
156
157
158
159
160
161
162
163
164
165
166
167
168
169
170
171
172
173
174
175
176
177
178
179
180
181
182
183

A
B
C
D
E
Pikelis, Alexander - 4401 S. 27th St., Apt G8
Shankland, Bob - 2440 Washington St.
Pikelis, Alexander & Winifred - 4600 Briarpark Dr., #506
Delancey, Pat - 5032 R. Street
Pikelis, Lenell - 4401 S. 27th St., G8
Springer, Evelyn - 3825 S. 19th Street
Svoboda, Colleen - 605 W. Broadview Drive
Eckles, Larry - 5030 Coneflower Ct.
Friesen, Brian - 825 Mahoney Drive
Finke, Jeffrey - 618 W. Butler Ave.
Roach, Doug - 8211 Henry Street
Zinn, Todd - 5020 R Street
Schlake, Derwin - 2146 Philadelpia
???
Taylor, Ron - 1708 W. Arlington
Wright, Judy - 15600 Bobwhite Trl., Crete, NE
Scheel, Sara - 8275 W "O" Street, Emerald
Wimes, Glenda - 5540 Warrick Ct.
Wilber, Jack - 4238 N. Park Blvd.
Way, Darlene - 8620 S. 33rd St., #106
Ailligoss, Robin - 1620 S. 21st Street
Walline, Bart - 9705 S. 56th Street
Cheever, Chuck - 6635 South Pass Drive
Staehr, Pat - 1726 Pepper Ave.
Bowen, Bob - 1901 W. 50th Street
Daniel, Brent, Sr. - 323 N. 36th Street
Kruger, Christie - 2324 A Street
Motton, Bobby - 710 S. 7th Street
Micek, Kent - 1215 Arapahoe St., #332
Livingston, Cheryl - 1026 S. 35th Street
McClung, Tim - 2701 NW 9th Street
Adden, Kathy - 4121 NW 57th Street
White, Dianna - 14735 N. 3rd Street, Raymond, NE
??? - 844 SW. 10th Street
schleiger, Albert - 1538 S. 18th Street, #7
Ames, Jocelyn - 4923 Pioneers Blvd.
Campion, Sally - 601 S. 18th Street, #400
Johnston, Kathryn - 601 S. 18th Street, #303
Johnston, Jack - 601 S. 18th Street, #303
Swotek, Karol - 5340 W. McKelvie Rd.
Pratt, Diane - 54441 Pawnee
Glaser, Iris - 1309 S. 33rd Street, #A
Meinecke, Carrie - 3540 W. Garfield
Krueger, Acron - 3300 Aztec Ct.
Valenzuela, Carlos - 910 Lamplighter Lane
Jessica ? - 1742 Adams Street, Ashland
Morock, Kim - 1535 Folsom
Renner, K. - 3126 Kleckner Ct.
Sullivan, John - 2571 P Street
Schaefer, Jeremy - 3047 W. Sumner
Duncan, Dennis - 1124 Garfield
Allen, Pamela - 2301 A Street, #10

H

I

Bus Names Received
August 2008

184
185
186
187
188
189
190
191
192
193
194
195
196
197
198
199
200
201
202
203
204
205
206
207
208
209
210
211
212
213
214
215
216
217
218
219
220
221
222
223
224
225
226
227
228
229
230
231
232
233
234
235

A
B
C
D
Elston, Garry - 4717 Canterberry Lane
Staehr, Kevin - 1726 Pepper Avenue
Shiveley, Christa - 2347 S. 15th Street
Shiveley, Cassandra - 714 West C Street
Pratt, Tom - 5441 Pawnee Street
Foss, Rodney - 4721 S. 45th Street
? Patrick -1501 Cheyenne
? Brad - 5328 Walker Ave.
Bienka, Fred - 5415 Hunts Drive
Arevedo, Jack - 7219 Pioneers
Jackson, Linda - 2119 Euclid Ave.
Peterson, Rick - 1300 S. 13th St. #10
Puhalla, Angela - 2310 W. Peach Ct.
Lafler, Crystal - 1526 S. 16th Street
Tinsley, Leola - 110 Q Street
Johnson, Wade - 1127 C Street
Mediana?, Judy - 1124 A Street
Schmidt, Lela - 2117 Euclid Ave.
Allen, Bonnie - 1300 S. 13th Street
Buresh, Amy - 6210 Walker Ave.
Buresh, Shane - 6210 Walker Ave.
Edwards, Dean - 4201 Bellville Street
? Vicki - 620 W. Saunders
Plies, Todd - 5621 Greenwood
Way, Terry - 2310 W. Peach Ct.
Mulder, Kathleen - 2330 W. Peach Ct.
Mulder, Robert - 2330 W. Peach Ct.
Young, Brian - 5137 Walker Ave. #2
Merritt, Keith - 4312 N. 20th Street
Sanborn, Jim - 755 W. Belmont
Sapp, Jordan - 618 W Butler Ave.
Lohmeier, Tricia - 1707 Ella, Beatrice
Ellis, Mallory - 345 N. Oak, Clatonia
Lueders, Cathie - 2145 Bradfield Dr.
Podraza, Jill - 2300 West Q St. #9
Motton, Terra - 710 S. 7th Street
Lofgran, Joan - 10600 S. 56th Street
Temple, Nicolas - 2119 Euclid Ave.
Chocholoasek, Susan - 7600 West Rio Rd.
Stoner, Mark - 5010 Constitution
Taylor, Linda - 5020 R Street #1517
Kendle, Jonathan - 945 Claremont
Schulz, ? - 1822 Knox #3
Nielsen, Cheryl - 5045 Benton Street
Goddard, B.D. - 3406 S. 122nd Street, Omaha
Otta, Kerri - 2625 Stockwell Street
Bowar, Wm. - 6003 Old Farm Circle
Shipman, Steven - 3017 P Street
South Lincoln Dermatology - 2625 Stockwell
Hildreth, Rachell - 1920 Prospect, Apt. B
Waltke, Drucilla - 4717 Canterberry Lane
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Susan Lee
<slee@nebraska.edu>
08/11/2008 01:12 PM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc
bcc
Subject Budget - Active Age Centers

Council Members,
I wanted to take a minute to tell you what the Active Age Centers in Lincoln has meant to my family. My mother is
a 63 disabled/retired single person living alone. During her life, she raised 3 children alone and always worked at
least 2 jobs to support us. She didn't have much of a social life beyond her family and the jobs she held. After
retirement, she felt very isolated and because of her health issues she was not able to do many of the things she
always planned on doing once she retired. Recently, we discovered the Active Age Centers in Lincoln. My mother
started going to the Northeast Center and she absolutely loves it. The center is open 6 days a week, which she
desperately needs and goes to everyday. She has found a place she can go that gets her out of her house. She is less
reliant on my aunt and I to provide her with the amount companionship she needs. Although my mother is not the
burden she sometimes feels she can be. I am relieved she has a place to spend her time. I find myself worrying
about her less and not feeling as guilty when I can't be with her because I know she has such a great place to go.
As you debate budget issues this year, which we all know are tough. Please remember that these centers/services
are important to not only the elderly people in our community, but to the family and friends who love them.

Susan Lee
7136 Fairfax Ave (68505)
my mother...
Josephine Hamilton
5140 Pioneers Blvd (68506)

WebForm
<none@lincoln.ne.gov>
08/11/2008 02:36 PM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc
bcc
Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council
Name:
Address:
City:

David Riggenbach
6717 Fairfax Ave.
Lincoln, NE, 68505

Phone:
Fax:
Email:

402-325-6748
davidriggenbach@hotmail.com

Comment or Question:
I cannot make it to the City Council meeting this afternoon but I’m writing in
response to the proposal to cut the Star Tran operation from 10:00am-2:00pm
daily in an effort to balance the upcoming city budget.
I am a single working professional and own a home in Northeast Lincoln
District 1. I have made a choice not to have a car and depend on Star Tran
and walking for my transportation. This choice is based on limited finances,
growing inflation concerns as well as my environmental impact on the planet.
With headlines concerning foreign oil dependence and environmental and social
responsibility issues one does not to have to look very hard to see that
limited bus service is a very short sited unprogressive move for the city to
make.
In the past year I have seen ridership increase. Many more would ride if the
routes were logical. Please consider the long term impacts of limiting an
already very limited mass transportation service. Please also consider other
possiblities such as a general fare increase or smaller buses for off peak
hours.
Sincerely,
David Riggenbach

WebForm
<none@lincoln.ne.gov>
08/11/2008 03:00 PM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc
bcc
Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council
Name:
Address:
City:

K.R. Theesen
1008 S. 32nd Street
Lincoln, NE 68510

Phone:
Fax:
Email:

402-476-8892
kt05302@navix.net

Comment or Question:
Please do not make any more cuts to Lincoln's public transportation system. If
anything, we should be expanding this valuable service so MORE of our citizens
would be able to utilize it.
Sincerely,
Mr. K.R. Theesen

WebForm
<none@lincoln.ne.gov>

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc

08/11/2008 08:20 PM

bcc
Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council
Name:
Address:
City:

David R. Wachter
506 Gaslight Lane
Lincoln, NE 68521

Phone:
Fax:
Email:

402-417-8282
wachtersway@hotmail.com

Comment or Question:
Dear City Council members:
After expensive re-doing of the bus routes, there has been very little
inprovement if any. In particular, I want to address the Gaslight Bus Route,
You took off individual streets and areas and locale Northwest Territories and
you reduced stops and you now have the Gaslight bus stopping at 3 different
locations for approximately 5 minutes to keep the bus route on time for the
hourly schedule and you let the bus run at each of these locations. Now
supposedly, wasn't the changing of the routes to try and expand the ridership?
It seems to have failed, to me. Also, you have reduced the one of the early
morning bus routes and one of the afternoon and replaced it with one mid
morning and one mid afternoon bus route. The way I see it, it is a blundering
failure to improve ridership. For the first few days or weeks after the bus
change over when you started to go to kawasaki you had a few riders at
different times but as of the present I take the bus at different times of the
day when you go to Kawasaki and I have not seen very many riders so that again
seems to be a failure. For some of the other bus routes and the downtown stop
over areas are very confusing and causing quite a few passengers delays in
getting to their destinations if at all. It is my contention that on the
Gaslight bus you should leave the going by SaveMart to Adams to West Garber
via intersecting to Adams alone one way...and on return routes go by Northwest
First south to Cornhusker Highway and to the downtown area via Northwest 11th
or by doing a vice versa scenario, that way you would be able to pick up
riders on your Countryside and that way you would utilize that stop and could
utilize the North 11th Street by SaveMart. Also on the time span you may be
able to make a swing through Northwest Territories to be utilized at your
discretion. Now this is only covering one bus route and another point I wish
to address is the time schedule and the bus stops downtown are very confusing
to a vast segment of your bus riders. I have had numerous times when people
have asked me where should i go and where is the bus and I ahve tried to help
them but I ahve ahd similar things happen to me, like missing busses because
they didn't come that way and I think there needs to be some additional
clarification of the bus routes and stop over periods like for example you
have the little electronic sign telling what time of the day it is and why not
send a message like for example...this bus intersects with Heart Hospital and
will return trip Havelock or something similar to let people know that bus is
going in that area. So, also desgifgnation should be written down on schedules
what side of the street by Golds to be on the busses. The present system is
not very clear and easily misinterpreted. It is my hope that you wilol address
these issues that I have pointed out. One of many more.

Judy Martin
<JudyMartin@neb.rr.com>
08/11/2008 08:48 PM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc
bcc
Subject budget hearings

Dear Lincoln City Council Members,
I am writing in support of the Lancaster County Health Department. The work of the Health Promotion Unit
including chronic disease prevention, tobacco prevention and injury prevention is critical to the safety and health
of Lincoln residents. The Health Promotion Division coordinates efforts with multiple local agenices to assure that
prevention work is delivered in the most effective manner. The health department has consistently demonstrated
their ability in assembling key partners, making critical decisions, and implementing and evaluating their
programming efforts.
Sincerely,
Judy Martin
1720 Saybrook Lane
Lincoln, NE 68512

Julie Shaw
<jshaw@leagueofhumandignit
y.com>
08/12/2008 09:10 AM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc
bcc
Subject Cost for Easterday program

There was a question at yesterday's council meeting about how much participants pay for the Easterday program .
The cost to Medicaid Waiver consumers is $32 a day. I expect it is the same for other participants. Easterday is
open 21 days in August for a total of $672 per person, with appr. 30 participants the program brings in $20,160
per month.
Thank you,
Julie Shaw

Bob and Barbara Boyce
<rboyce@inetnebr.com>
08/12/2008 03:43 PM

To Lincoln City Council Members <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc
bcc
Subject Parks and Recreation Budget

To the Members of the City Council-Lincoln's fine parks and trails are a major part of the excellent quality of life of Lincoln. Supporting the Parks
and Recreation Department is vital to Lincoln.
It is distressing that the tax support for the Department is 25% less than it was in 1990, adjusted for inflation,
while Lincoln's population has grown by 25% in the same time period.
Please do not cut the Department's budget further. Rather, we should be trying to find the funds to do the
maintenance which has been delayed.
Thank you.
Robert Boyce
735 South 37th Street
Lincoln, NE 68510
770-6865

Diane Kimble
<kdiane75@yahoo.com>
08/12/2008 04:12 PM
Please respond to
<kdiane75@yahoo.com>

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc
bcc
Subject tomorrow's budget vote

Please vote for the compromise plan for StarTran. It's much better than the original plan that
would have cut the huge amount of services in the middle of the day.
I've ridden the bus in Lincoln for over 18 years. No one wants to pay higher fares, but everyone
seems to feel that it's worth it to keep service the way it is now.
Raising the low income pass to 200% of the poverty level is a good idea also. In recent years
many people have slipped from "lower middle class" to "working poor". Those of us in that
category cannot seem to catch a break. This part of the plan would help many people. Raising
the price for the low income pass to $7.50 is fair if it helps more people.
Also, charging $.25 for the Star Shuttle is fair. People who can afford to drink, eat, and shop in
the Haymarket can easily afford that.
Thank you for your time.
Diane Kimble
912 S 17th St, #B2
474-4523

Berwyn Jones
<berwynjones@alltel.net>
08/12/2008 06:06 PM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc
bcc
Subject Budget

Please, no more budget cuts! The problem stems from tax cuts made in boom years, that can no longer
be afforded. It the taxes have to go backup a little, so be it. I don't want to live in a bargain basement city
-- I like Lincoln because it offers so much -- parks, and libraries, social services and safe streets, and a
good fire insurance rate. Lincoln is clean and pretty because our ancestors paid to make it so.
Are we going to be the ones who squander our legacy? Or are you the ones who are trying to shrink
government so small that you can "drown it in a bathtub?"
Dr. Berwyn E. Jones

