DIRECTORS’ MEETING
MONDAY, MARCH 17, 2008
COUNTY-CITY BUILDING, ROOM 113
11:00 A.M.

I.

MAYOR
1. Drinking Water Samples Data Tested for Total Coliform and E. Coli Bacteria by Colilert®
Method of Analysis.
2. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler’s News Conference on Major Announcements
Regarding the Antelope Valley Project Park. Thursday, March 13, 2008, 9:30 a.m., at the
Park Site, North of “O” Street Between 21st and 22nd Streets.
3. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor Beutler Announcement. Antelope Valley Park to be Named
Union Plaza.
4. Washington Report, March 7, 2008.

II.

DIRECTORS
HEALTH DEPARTMENT
1. NEWS RELEASE. Lincoln-Lancaster County Seeks Nominations for Environmental
Leadership Awards.
2. Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department Meeting Minutes of February 12, 2008.
3. Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department Report for February, 2008.
4. Letter from Dr. Michael P. Molvar, UNMC College of Dentistry, in Support of the
LLCHD Dental Program.
PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT
1. Letter from Pedestrian/Bicycle Advisory Committee Regarding Bike Lanes.
2. Correspondence from Tom Malmstrom, Natural Resources Coordinator. Saline Wetland
Conservation Partnership 2007 Progress Report.
PLANNING COMMISSION FINAL ACTION
1. Waiver No. 08002. Pedestrian Way Easement, 1725 Independence Circle. Resolution No.
PC-01112.
PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES
1. Response from Steve Owen, Lincoln Water System Regarding the Claim of Christina
Collins on Water Damage.
2. ADVISORY. Holmes Lake Southwest Tributary Stream Stability Project #702250.
a. Map of Pre-Construction Project Walk-Through on March 11, 2008.

III. CITY CLERK

IV. COUNCIL REQUESTS/CORRESPONDENCE
JONATHAN COOK
1. Request to Greg MacLean, Public Works & Utilities Director - RE: Snow Removal (RFI#133 - 02/26/08)
ROBIN ESCHLIMAN
1. Request to Greg MacLean, Public Works & Utilities Director; and Roger Figard, Public
Works & Utilities Dept. - RE: SW 40th Bridge Project - (RFI#12 - 02/15/08) SEE
RESPONSE FROM ROGER FIGARD, PUBLIC WORKS & UTILITIES (02/21/08)
2. Request to Lin Quenzer, Mayor's Office - RE: Graffiti Problem - (RFI#13 - 02/15/08)
SEE RESPONSE FROM LIN QUENZER, MAYOR’S OFFICE ON 03/10/08)
V.

MISCELLANEOUS
1. Email from Joyce Coppinger Questioning Choice of Lincoln’s Only Cable Service
Company.
2. Email from Shannon McGovern on Motorsports in Lancaster County with Web Site
Address.
3. Article, “Economic Impact Analysis: The Potential Impact of an NHRA Drag Racing
Facility in Lancaster County” Sent By Drag Tech on Financing Lincoln’s Future.
4. Newspaper Article Delivered by Harlan Layton. “Mother Sues Union Pacific in Son’s
Death” (Distributed to Council Members on 03/10/08)
5. Email from Fred Marks Regarding Letter to the Editor of the Lincoln Journal-Star on the
Lincoln Electric System.
6. Email from ivnik8 Agreeing with Correspondence from Mr. Marks on the Lincoln Electric
System.
7. Email from August Ponstingl in Support of the Alley Paving District.
a) Alley Paving Support Images from August Ponstingl.

VI. ADJOURNMENT
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120
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FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

Mayor Chris Beutler will make several major announcements about the new park planned as
part of the Antelope Valley Project at a news conference at 9:30 a.m. Thursday, March 13
at the park site, just north of “O” Street between 21st and 22nd streets.
On-street parking is available on 21st and 22nd streets between “O” and “R” streets. These
streets are accessible from “P” and “Q” streets.
In case of rain, the news conference will be held at the former Honda building on the southwest
corner of 23rd and “N” streets, and parking is available in the lot south of that building.
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BUDGET
House and Senate panels approve FY 2009
budget blueprints. The House and Senate
Budget Committees approved their respective
versions of a FY 2009 budget resolution this
week, and while they have similar goals, they
take diverging paths to meet them. Both
resolutions were approved on strictly partyline votes.
Both resolutions propose more in FY 2009
domestic discretionary spending than the
President, the House by $22 billion, and the
Senate by $18 billion.
Although such
increases represent a small percentage of the
almost $1 trillion budget, a showdown similar
to the last year’s scenario is again expected in
which the President has threatened to veto
any appropriations bills that exceed his
proposed spending limit.
Each version of the resolution also proposes a
one-year patch to correct the reach of the
Alternative Minimum Tax (AMT). However,
while the Senate plan offers no offsets for the
$62 billion proposal, the House instructs that
the cost be offset and provides protection
from a Senate filibuster with reconciliation
instructions. The Senate version includes no
such reconciliation instructions.
The House and Senate Budget Committees
would also provide for the extension of some
of the tax breaks promoted by the President
and approved in 2001 and 2003. These
include the tax break for those in the 10
percent tax bracket, the child care tax credit,
and protection from the so-called “marriage
penalty.” However the House resolution
would instruct the tax-writing committee to
come up with immediate offsets for the
extensions, while the Senate would offset
them with anticipated future budget surpluses.

Both the House and Senate are expected to
debate their versions of the FY 2009 budget
resolution on their respective floors next
week. The budget resolution does not require
Presidential approval.
In a related item, political posturing
concerning earmarks in the FY 2009 process
is heating up.
A number of House
Republicans – in an attempt to reclaim the
mantle of fiscal discipline -- have been
publicly urging a moratorium on earmarks,
but have been unable to gain the support of
their rank-and-file to do so. House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi, in an attempt to take the issue
away from Republicans responded this week
to the GOP challenge by pointing out that the
number of earmarks actually exploded during
Republican-controlled Congress and that
House Democratic leaders were considering a
FY 2009 earmark moratorium.
All of this rhetoric is occurring as
congressional offices are frantically
compiling information on their earmark
requests for submission to the House
Appropriations Committee by March 19.

PUBLIC SAFETY
FCC auction of spectrum for public safety
agencies not going as planned. As a Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) auction
of wireless spectrum winds down, the agency
has yet to receive a bid for the section of the
spectrum that had been set-aside for a
national interoperable communications
network for public safety agencies.
Since opening up the wireless spectrum
auction on January 24, the FCC has received
over $20 billion in bids for the spectrum not
set-aside for public safety. However, the
agency is expected to close the auction within
the next week, and thus far, no wireless
companies have made the minimum $1.3
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billion bid on the so-called “D-Block” of
spectrum for public safety.
A key recommendation of the September
11 Commission was creating an
interoperable network of wireless
capabilities that when completed, would
allow different sets of first responders to
communicate during disasters anywhere in
the country. The FCC envisioned that the
spectrum would be shared by the public
safety community and consumers, with
first responders getting priority during a
disaster. That concept was intended to
attract industry interest and there was some
initial interest.
While anti-collusion regulations prevent
companies from commenting on the
auction until it is closed, observers believe
that financing the $1.3 billion bid was
thought to be the problem, as wireless
companies could not convince investors to
make a commitment at that price. There
was also some concern with the fact that
the auction parameters of D-Block
mandates that a coalition of public safety
officials would have significant control
over design, construction and operation of
the network and be paid $50 million per
year.
Chairman Edward Markey (D-MA) of the
H o u s e En e r g y a n d C o mme rc e
Subcommittee on Telecommunications
believes that the FCC should separate the
D-Block from the current auction and sell
it off separately. Markey did not suggest
publicly that the FCC drop their price for
the spectrum, but telecommunications
analysts believe that would have to be done
in order to attract bidders.

WATER UTILITIES
House committee approved chemical
security measure that would apply to water
utilities.
The House Committee on
Homeland Security approved legislation
this week that would require the
Department of Homeland Security (DHS)
to promulgate regulations governing
security measures at chemical security
plants.
Because of the large amount of chlorine
that most water utilities carry, the
legislation would require them to perform
vulnerability assessments and abide by
DHS security regulations. Organizations

Washington Report
representing water agencies objected to
these provisions, arguing that they
already are required to conduct
assessments and submit them to the
Environmental Protection Agency.
However, Chairman Bennie Thompson
(D-MS) of the House Homeland Security
Committee felt that the water agencies
posed a serious security threat in the
same manner as chemical facilities and
refused suggestions to exempt them from
the bill. The bill also includes language
that would allow DHS to force some
water agencies to use alternatives to
c h l o r i n e – “i n h e r e n t l y s a fer
technologies” – but amended the bill to
prevent DHS from mandating such
measures unless some funding was
provided.
The next step for the legislation is the
House floor. However, the measure
faces an uncertain future in the Senate,
where there is significant opposition.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
FOR MORE INFORMATION:

March 7, 2008
Renae Rief 441-4602; Harry Heafer 441-8035;
Gene Hanlon 441-7043

LINCOLN-LANCASTER COUNTY
SEEKS NOMINATIONS FOR
ENVIRONMENTAL LEADERSHIP AWARDS

The City of Lincoln and Lancaster County are seeking nominations for the 2008 Environmental Leadership
Awards. These prestigious awards offer recognition to outstanding businesses, organizations, and individuals
who have demonstrated environmental stewardship and dedication to sustaining and improving our
environment and public health.
Being “green” is not a new concept to many individuals, businesses, and non-profit groups who have been
committed to protecting our environment for some time. This awards program is an excellent way to recognize
their accomplishments, increase awareness of environmental issues, and encourage others to take action to
better our environment.
The City of Lincoln and Lancaster County Environmental Leadership Awards are given in each of the
following categories: Business and Industry, Community or Nonprofit Organization, Government, Agriculture,
Education (educating the public or providing education in schools/colleges), and Individual Citizen.
To be eligible for an award, nominees must have been instrumental in identifying, reducing, or solving an
environmental problem and/or promoting public awareness and active concern for the enhancement and
protection of the environment. Additionally, nominees must demonstrate one or more environmental practices
in the areas of: pollution prevention/risk reduction, waste reduction and recycling, water conservation, soil
conservation, energy conservation, cleanup and beautification, residential and commercial development, or
other environmental practices.
Nomination forms are available by calling 441-4602 or 441-7043, or may be completed on-line at:
www.lincoln.ne.gov (Keyword: Awards.)

Nomination deadline is April 1, 2008. The awards luncheon will be on

Thursday, June 5, 2008, from Noon – 1:30 p.m. at the Nebraska Alumni Champions Club across from Memorial
Stadium on the University of Nebraska-Lincoln’s Campus.
###

LINCOLN-LANCASTER COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Board of Health
February 12, 2008
I.

ROLL CALL
The meeting of the Board of Health was called to order at 6:35 PM by Lisa Peterson at the
Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department. Members present were: Rodrigo Cantarero, Ed
Schneider, Deb Schorr, Ken Svoboda, Rick Hoppe (ex-officio) and Lisa Peterson.
Members Absent: Deb Humphrey, Tony Messineo, Hena Roy, Tom Fox (ex-officio), and Tonya
Skinner (ex-officio).
Staff Present: Bruce Dart, Steve Beal, Steve Frederick, Brian Baker, Charlotte Burke, Judy
Halstead, John Chess, Nate Hartmann, Jim Weverka, Kathy Cook, Gwendy Meginnis, Andrea
Mason, and Elaine Severe.
Others Present: Don Wesely, Mark Anderson.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Dr. Peterson asked if there were any additions or corrections to the Agenda.
Motion: Moved by Mr. Svoboda that the Agenda be approved as mailed. Second by Ms. Schorr.
Motion carried by acclamation.

II.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Dr. Peterson asked if there were any additions or corrections to the Minutes.
Motion: Moved by Mr. Svoboda that the December 11, 2007 Minutes be approved as mailed.
Second by Dr. Schneider. Motion carried by acclamation.

III.

PUBLIC SESSION

IV.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS
A.

Health Director Update
Dr. Dart stated the monthly highlights were mailed to the Board members. The highlights
were formatted to accommodate Board of Health members preferences. Dr. Dart
announced Dr. Cathy Alley resigned from the Board of Health because of additional
commitments. The Lincoln District Dental Association recommended to the Mayor that
Dr. Heidi Stark be appointed to the Board of Health. The Mayor’s Office will present
the nomination to the City Council and County Board of Commissioners.
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A copy of the Board of Health proposed Work Plan was distributed to Board of Health
members. The Work Plan will be discussed at the March 11, 2008 meeting.
Dr. Schneider asked about the status of the Mobile Health Clinic. Dr. Dart replied the
Department is providing services at the sites but not through the Mobile Health Clinic
vehicle. Staff continue to work with City Purchasing on the sale of the vehicle.
VI.

CURRENT BUSINESS

VII.

NEW BUSINESS
A.

60th Annual Report of the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department
Mr. Beal stated the 60th Annual Report was completed and distributed in January, 2008.
This was the 2nd year the report was released on the Department’s website. The report
includes messages from the Mayor, the Health Director, financial reports, and separate
program and statistical reports for each of the divisions. Highlights of the report will be
shown at the Annual Meeting Luncheon and Awards Ceremony on April 9, 2008.
Dr, Schneider complimented Mr. Beal and staff for their good work on the Annual
Report. Ms. Schorr asked to have the report sent to LIBA. Mr. Beal will do so.
Motion: Moved by Dr. Schneider that the Board of Health approve the 60th Annual
Report of the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department. Second by Mr. Svoboda.
Motion carried by a 5-0 roll call vote.

B.

Kennel Contract
Dr. Dart stated the City has reached a tentative agreement with the Capital Humane
Society for kennel services for the next four years. The Humane Society submitted the
only bid in response to the RFP. The four year negotiated contract would begin at
$390,000 per year and increase by $30,000 for the next three years. Animal Control
would stay with the Health Department. Dr. Dart asked the Board of Health to approve
the Humane Society’s response to the RFP and forward the contract to the Lincoln City
Council for their review and approval. Mr. Hoppe stated he was pleased with the
proposed contract and asked that it be moved forward to the City Council for approval.
Mr. Hoppe stated the proposed contract includes an option to renew for another four
years. Mr. Svoboda stated the proposed contract doesn’t give the City an incentive to
reduce the number of animals taken to the shelter. He stated the City Council would
likely look at what can be done in the 2nd four years to reduce the number of animals that
are picked up and taken to the Humane Society.
Motion: Moved by Dr. Schneider that the Board of Health approve the proposed contract
with the Capital Humane Society and forward it to the Lincoln City Council for their
consideration. Second by Ms. Schorr. Motion carried by a 5-0 roll call vote.

C.

Rural Teen Driving Safety Presentation
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Mr. Baker provided information on the Department’s Injury Prevention Program.
Current efforts include the Safe Kids Lincoln-Lancaster County Program, the Rural Teen
Driving Program and the Older Adult Fall Prevention Program. The Safe Kids Program
is working with over 50 partners to address the leading causes of local childhood
unintentional injury. The Older Adult Fall Prevention Program is working with the
Lincoln Area Agency on Aging and is providing a fall prevention education program to
reach high risk older adults.
The Rural Teen Driving Program was developed to address the increasing number of
motor vehicle crashes and gravel road driving conditions. Mr. Baker reviewed the
program including statistics, risk factors and campaign development. A “Tool Box” has
been created and packaged for area high schools. The messages are available in several
sizes, posters, etc. Six rural high schools have requested additional information and
presentations. Dr. Schneider suggested seat belt usage be included in the presentations
and materials.
D.

Proposed Policy 202.52 - Firefighter Training - Burn Permits
Dr. Dart stated staff are proposing the policy for Firefighter Training Burn Permits. The
policy allows the Department to monitor and limit toxic air pollution that could result
from the burning of certain combustible materials during firefighter training activities.
Volunteer rural fire departments often conduct training exercises involving the burning of
an abandoned structure. The Departments must apply for a burn permit from the Health
Department prior to demolition of the building. Input for the policy was received from
volunteer fire departments. The Air Pollution Control Advisory Board approved the
policy in January, 2008.
Motion: Moved by Dr. Cantarero that the Board of Health approve Policy 202.52 Firefighter Training Burn Permits. Second by Dr. Schneider. Motion carried by a 5-0
roll call vote.

E.

Proposed Ordinance - LMC 28.02 - Regulations for Illicit Discharges
Mr. Chess stated the City of Lincoln is required to comply with the Clean Water Act and
holds a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Permit from the Nebraska
Department of Environmental Quality. The permit says the City must prevent illicit
discharges into the storm water system. The Department has been conducting storm
water audits of industrial and municipal facilities to raise awareness, educate industries
and assure compliance with the City’s permit. The work has been hampered by lack of
specific authorities and funding resources. The ordinance would allow the Department to
complete this work. The draft ordinance was distributed to representatives of industry
and municipal facilities that would be impacted. Staff met with these individuals and
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gained their input and listened to their concerns. Their comments, etc. were incorporated
into the final draft version. The draft ordinance was then sent to over 100 regulated
businesses to gain their input. Two public meetings were also held. Mr. Chess reviewed
the final changes that were made by the Law Department.
Motion: Moved by Ms. Schorr that the Board of Health approve LMC 28.02 Regulations for Illicit Discharges and forward them to the Lincoln City Council for
approval. Second by Dr. Schneider. Motion carried by a 5-0 roll call vote.
F.

Election of Officers
Dr. Peterson stated she and Mr. Messineo agreed to serve as President and Vice-President
for the coming year.
Motion: Moved by Dr. Schneider that the Board of Health elect Dr. Peterson as President
and Mr. Messineo as Vice-President of the Board of Health for 2008. Second by Mr.
Svoboda. Motion carried by a 5-0 roll call vote.

VIII.

FUTURE BUSINESS

IX.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The next meeting is March 11, 2008 at 6:30 PM.
Annual Luncheon Meeting and Awards Ceremony - April 9, 2008 at 11:30 AM BryanLGH Medical Plaza.

X.

ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 7:40 PM.

Elaine Severe
Recording Secretary

Tony Messineo
Vice-President

DEPARTMENT REPORT
FEBRUARY, 2008
HEALTH DIRECTOR
-

The proposed contract with the Capital Humane Society for kennel services was
forwarded to the Lincoln City Council for review and approval. It is scheduled for public
hearing in March.

-

The Mayor’s Office has nominated Heidi Stark, DDS, to serve on the Board of Health.
Her nomination received review and approval by the City Council on March 3 and by the
Lancaster County Board of Commissioners on March 4, 2008.

-

Employee of the Month - Demon Wimes - Animal Control Division

ASSISTANT HEALTH DIRECTOR
Progress on Accreditation
-

The Department is nearing completion of the National Association of City and County
Health Officials (NACCHO) Accreditation Demonstration Project with final completion
in May 2008.

-

Staff are currently working on those “operational definition indicators’ that received a
low score as part of the self assessment process. The accreditation of the Health
Department will be a long term quality improvement process that bring greater
accountability to what we do internally and out in the community. The Lincoln Lancaster
County Health Department and the West Allis Health Department in Wisconsin were
selected by NACCHO for a proposal that was submitted to the National Association of
Local Boards of Health (NALBOH) to be presented at the NALBOH annual meeting and
conference in July 2008.

Board of Health Annual Meeting and Awards Ceremony
-

The Annual Meeting and Awards Ceremony will be held on April 9, 2008 at Bryan/LGH
Medical Plaza East starting at 11:30 AM. Harold Cox, Boston University School of
Public Health, will be our keynote speaker. Awards will be presented in several
categories for outstanding efforts to promote and protect public health.

RESOURCE & PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT COORDINATOR
-

The Nebraska Legislature has concluded Committee hearings on Legislative Bills and
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Resolutions. The Legislature has taken action on a number of health related bills. Bills
of priority interest to the Health Department from the previous report are updated below
as of February 29, 2008:
LB 395 Adopt a New Nebraska Clean Indoor Air Act (Support w/amendment to keep
Lincoln ban intact) – Bill Passed with Lincoln’s amendments in place.
LB 722 Change Tax on Tobacco Products (Oppose taxing based on weight – encourages
youth use of chewing tobacco) – Advanced from Committee
LB 812 Primary Seat Belt (Support) – Killed in Committee
LB 818 Increases Income Eligibility from 185% to 200% for Kids Connection (Support)
– Killed in Committee
LB 836 Prohibits Smoking in Vehicles When Minors Are Present (Support) – Killed in
Committee
LB 963 Requires Verification of Lawful Presence in the US (Would like exemption for Public
Health services; particularly Maternal Child Health; need clarification regarding Food Handler
Permit) – Killed in Committee
LB 966 Increases Appropriation for Tobacco Program from $2.5 Million to $7 Million (Support)
– In Committee
LB 1055 Dangerous Dogs and Dogs Running at Large (Some provisions would be positive, some
would be problematic – may have preemption concerns) – Advanced from Committee
LB 1074 Certified Pool Operators (Support provisions requiring Certified Pool Operators
however, there should not be an allowance for a 90 day vacancy of a CPO) – Killed in
Committee
LB 1122 Require Dental Services for Adults Eligible for Medicaid (Support) – In Committee
LB 1176 Limit Medicaid Services for Adults (Oppose some provisions of this bill) – In
Committee

ANIMAL CONTROL
February Service Statistics
FY 2006

Pet licenses sold

53,857

FY 2007

54,942

FY 2008
YTD

Jan. Jan.
2007 2008

23,145

5,622 5,245
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Investigations
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18,278
20,647

17,443
20,327

6,154
7,627

1,368 1,111
1,556 1,540

Animals Impounded
Dogs
Cats

4,065
2,294
1,648

3,623
1,954
1,559

1,541
769
736

217
110
104

245
125
114

Court Citations Issued
Warning/Defects Issued

523
4,041

353
6,969

103
1,728

12
346

14
246

Bite Cases Reported
Attacks Reported

543
41

525
127

144
40

24
11

22
9

Dogs Declared (PPD, DD, V)

152

148

62

3

8

Animal neglect investigations
Injured animal rescue
Wildlife removal
Dead animal pickup

1,001
949
396
2,188

879
798
394
1,620

313
243
130
546

78
40
10
63

62
29
17
46

Lost and Found Reports
Phone Calls
Average Response Time (min.)

1,649
45,263
36

798
41,887
31

466
16,843
32

80
51
2,894 2,824
33
26

-

Animal Control Officer DeMon Wimes responded to a LPD request at 335 W. Charleston
Street. LPD was investigating a homicide case and requested the Pitbull be removed
from the crime scene and impounded. The dog was taken to the Shelter and it was later
claimed.

-

On January 30, Officer Kurt Dodd responded to LFD request to Countryside mobile home
park. Four pet rabbits which died in a storage shed fire were removed and disposed of.

COMMUNITY HEALTH SERVICES
Community Health Services (CHS) Priority Performance Goals 2008
-

Two workgroups met over the course of a year to identify core & critical performance
goals for priority populations served by CHS programs and given their most important
needs. It was important to group members that CHS strive to meet goals established in
the general population, although the clients/populations we serve are at much higher risk
for poor health outcomes.
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Maternal-Child Health Performance Goals
All measures are for pregnant women & their infants/families who receive services from CHS &
are based on comparison measures in the general population as available.
Access Medicaid:
1. No more than 15% of pregnant clients who enroll in Medicaid Managed Care in Lancaster
County are automatically assigned to a provider and health plan.
2. At least 85% of pregnant women who enroll in Medicaid Managed Care in Lancaster County
proactively select their health plan and PCP based on informed choice.
Maternal-Child Health Services/Home Visitation:
3. At least 75% of pregnant women obtain 10 or more prenatal visits with their primary care
physician (PCP).
4. At least 85% of pregnant women receive prenatal care from their PCP in the first trimester.
5. At least 93% of infants weigh at least 2500 grams (5.5 pounds) at birth.
6. At least 98% of pregnant women report 100% abstinence from alcohol during pregnancy.
7. At least 87% of pregnant women report 100% abstinence from smoking during pregnancy.
8. At least 95% of pregnant women, who describe themselves as smokers, report a reduction in
the amount of cigarettes smoked during pregnancy.
9. At least 90% of pregnant women report 100% abstinence from using street drugs and from
misusing prescription & non-prescription drugs during pregnancy.
10. 100% of nursing care plans for teen parents include an educational plan to finish their high
school education.
11. 100% of teen parents understand how to access educational resources in the community.
12. 100% of eligible pregnant women (African-American, Africans, Latina, Asian-American,
and Native American) are referred to the Healthy Homes Program and understand how to access
this program.
13. 100% of parents of infants/children with developmental delays identified are referred to the
Early Development Network and understand how to access those services.
14. At least 70% of parents and children in the Child Abuse Prevention Project meet or make
progress on the majority of their family care plan goals.
15. At least 74% of mothers initiate breastfeeding in the hospital.
16. At least 42% of mothers report any breastfeeding at 6 months postpartum.
17. At least 11% of mothers report exclusive breastfeeding at 6 months postpartum.
18. At least 21% of mothers report any breastfeeding at 12 months postpartum.
19. 100% of eligible pregnant women, infants and children are referred to WIC services and
understand how to access those services.
20. 100% of pregnant women are referred to dental services and understand how to access those
services.
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Chronic Disease Performance Goals
All measures are for adults who receive services from CHS. Chronic/acute needs include oral
health, mental health illness, and substance abuse.
Information & Referral:
1. At least 75% of callers with chronic/acute medical needs are referred to appropriate services,
assessed for barriers, and understand how to access those services.
Minority Health:
2. At least 150 new clients of ethnic/racial minority communities are screened for cardiovascular
disease per year and 100% of those with abnormal findings are referred to an appropriate medical
home.
Homeless Outreach:
3. 100% of homeless/near homeless clients with chronic/acute medical needs are referred to
appropriate services, assessed for barriers, and at least 50% understand how to access those
services.
General Assistance - Chronic Disease Self-Management:
4. At least 50% of General Assistance clients report appropriate nutrition after four clinical/case
management visits.
5. At least 50% of General Assistance clients report appropriate physical activity after four
clinical/case management visits.
6. At least 50% of General Assistance clients accurately describe their medication regimen after
four clinical/case management visits.
7. At least 50% of General Assistance clients use Emergency Department services appropriately
after four clinical/case management visits.

DENTAL HEALTH & NUTRITION
-

The LLCHD WIC clinic is the first local WIC agency in Nebraska to implement “open
access scheduling.” The philosophy of open access scheduling is to improve customer
satisfaction and customer service by scheduling an appointment within 24-36 hours of
when the customer requests services. Prior to implementation, WIC participants would
schedule their appointment 2 months in advance. Approximately 25-35% of the
participants scheduled two months out would fail that appointment. After
implementation of Open Access scheduling only 3% of the appointments failed. Open
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Access also allowed for an increase of 150 appointments a month by filling appointments
-

The Dental staff went through orientation and training for the implementation of Dentrix,
a dental software program for client scheduling, chair-side/records documentation, billing
and reporting. The live date for implementation of Dentrix was February 1. Dentrix is
our dental program’s first automated system, streamlining many of the clinical support
functions with improved tracking and reporting capabilities. The Dentrix system will
provide our dental program with valuable demographic and clinical data for use with
future strategic planning, measurements of performance, effective program reporting and
enhanced customer service.

ENVIRONMENTAL PUBLIC HEALTH
Clean air, land and water; Waste Management and Pollution Prevention
Outcome: To make neighborhoods clean, safe, and improve the quality of life in our
community. Population Served: Every person in the community generates garbage and
may be exposed to nuisance conditions. However, garbage and nuisance complaints are
highest in low income, central neighborhoods. Rationale: Clean neighborhoods are safer,
have less crime, result in better health practices, and increase the livability and social
fabric of our community.

Solid Waste Nuisance Complaints
-

Lincoln residents reported 1200 complaints on properties that had garbage, junk & litter,
rodents, standing water, and other nuisance conditions in FY 2007. Lincoln does not
require all properties to have garbage service, and 75% of all complaints are abou
garbage, with 45% indicating no garbage service was provided. The majority of garbage
complaints are on single family or duplex rental properties in which the lease requires the
renter to arrange for garbage
collection. These citizen requests
for service require about 2.5 FTEs
of professional and support staff
time, which includes investigation
and conducting abatements. In FY
07, 45 abatements were conducted,
with all costs assessed against
property owners. All work is
funded via an occupation tax on
waste haulers. This tax is a per ton
fee collected on all solid waste
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generated in Lincoln, which funds other solid waste programs, such as household hazardous
waste education and collection, small business outreach, and the special waste program.
Healthy Environments for Young Children
-

Outcome: To protect the health of children in licensed child care. Population Served:
Children in childcare, their siblings, and their families. Every person in the community is
susceptible to communicable disease outbreaks that originate in childcare settings.
Rationale: Young children are highly vulnerable to communicable illnesses, injury, and
toxic exposures; outbreaks of illness spread rapidly in child care settings and can result in
community-wide epidemics.

Child Care Health and Safety Training
-

In 2006, the Board of Health approved changes in local ordinances and regulations for
150 child care centers and 50 small family child care homes (not regulated as child care
homes by the State). These facilities care for about 11,600 young children. These
changes required two hours of health and safety training for child care providers in illness
and injury prevention, mildly ill child care, medication administration, and safe food
handling. The goal of this training is to change behaviors in providers resulting in safer,
healthier child care. Over 900 child care providers have attended this training, which has
received rave reviews. In addition to training staff, the Child Care Consultant (Gina
Egenberger) continues to provide outreach to child care centers, helping them develop
and implement policies that improve child health and safety, such as hand washing,
diapering practices, and ill child exclusion. We believe the changes in behaviors related
to hygiene, managing ill children, and sanitation have greatly reduced the risk of
community wide communicable disease outbreaks. No community wide outbreaks of
communicable diseases originating in child care centers have occurred since 2006.
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What’s coming up?
-

Local industries are regulated under Federal Clean Air Act, which is administered at the
local level by our department. In March, regulatory updates will be brought to the Board
to assure our regulations are up to date with Federal and State requirements.

-

The Earth Wellness Festival, a collaborative effort between schools and many public
agencies, is the premier environmental education event of the year. About 3000 5th grade
students attend interactive presentations on air, waste, water, recycling, conservation and
environmental stewardship. This year’s festival is March 19 and 20. Board of Health
members are welcome to drop in to presentations by Environmental Public Health staff.
Contact Scott Holmes at sholmes@lincoln.ne.gov or 441-8634 for more information.

HEALTH DATA & EVALUATION
-

Despite the fact that heart disease is the leading cause of death in the United States and in
Nebraska, cancer has been the leading cause of death for Lancaster County residents ever
since 1999. In an effort to stay abreast of cancer incidence, we have been regularly
requesting cancer information on Lancaster County residents from the Nebraska Cancer
Registry. The division just recently obtained data from the Nebraska Cancer Registry for
the year 2005, which is the latest available data. We also requested updates for the years
2001 to 2004. (Unlike vital statistics data where the number of births and deaths for a
given year are recorded when made available up until a certain date in the next calendar
year, data from cancer registries for any given year change over time as newly discovered
cases are added whenever that information becomes available.) These data will be
analyzed and shared with our programs and partners. In the graph shown below, we have
presented the incidence rates per 100,000 population for a select number of cancer sites
for the years 2001 to 2005. Four cancer sites (lung and bronchus, breast, prostate and
colorectal cancers) alone represent more than half of all new cancer cases. Of the 6,168
cases from 2001 to 2005, there were 1,180 cases of breast cancer (females and males),
723 cases of prostate cancer, 721 cases of lung cancer and 674 cases of colorectal cancer.

Department Report - February, 2008

Page 9

HEALTH PROMOTION & OUTREACH
-

From 2003 through 2005, there were 2,014 falls among Lancaster County residents, 65
years and older that resulted in 10,076 days of hospital stay and $39,526,962. In addition,
falls among this age group that did not require a hospital stay totaled 4,086, resulting in
hospital charges of $6,005,589. (This information is obtained from the Division of
Health Data and Evaluation’s Hospital Discharge Data.) These falls not only created pain
and inconvenience for the older adults but also cost them (and the health care system)
more than 46 million dollars. Not only are falls expensive and cause significant pain and
suffering among older adults, but they can also contribute to an earlier death for many.
Falls are the leading cause of injury-related death among older adults. The most common
serious injury is a hip fracture. More than 24% of those suffering a hip fracture die
within a year of the fall and another 50% never return to their prior level of mobility and
independence. A total of 54% of all elderly fall-related deaths occur in the home.
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-

LLCHD monitors injury prevention carefully and recognizes the personal health and
financial implications of falls. In response to this data, the Injury Prevention Program of
the Health Promotion and Outreach Division applied for and received a small grant of
$1,500 from the Injury Prevention Program of the Nebraska Department of Health and
Human Services to address fall prevention among a small group of older adults. Brian
Baker, coordinator of LLCHD’s injury prevention program, has partnered with the Life
Time Health Program from Aging Services to develop and implement a program at a
specific site. The site that was chosen is Mahoney Manor in the Havelock area of
Lincoln. This older adult housing complex has 120 residents with their own apartments.
More than 50 of the residents attended the kick-off event that provided an overview of
activities for the next five months. When asked by the presenters how many had fallen in
the past 12 months, 14 residents responded in the affirmative.

-

Primary among the activities is an in-home assessment of safety hazards. In addition, all
residents have the opportunity to participate in a variety of health-related programs
including medication reviews, basic health screenings, basic vision screening, bone
density screening, walker/cane safety, balance, and others. To aid in balance, Tai Chi
classes will be provided through Aging Services. An exercise video will also be
produced by Aging Services that will be provided to Active Age Centers, older adult
housing complexes, and others who request. To evaluate effectiveness of the program,
numbers of participants will be kept, but more importantly, residents will be asked to
describe how they changed their environments or their behaviors as result of this
program.

INFORMATION & FISCAL MANAGEMENT
-

Information Management staff continue to assist the Dental staff in the implementation of
their new clinical practice software.

-

The FY 2009 Budget request was prepared and submitted.

NebrliSh
MedicalCenter
COLLEGEOF DENTISTRY
AssislantDeanfor PalientServices
andOualityOfticer
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March4, 2008

Dr. Lisa Peterson,Chairman
Lincoln-Lancaster
CountyHealthDepartment
Boardof Health
3140N Street
Lincoln.NE 68510
Dear DoctorPeterson,
I am writingin supportof the LLCHDDentalProgram.The UNMCCollegeof Dentistry
andthe LLCHDDentalProgramhavehada longcollabofative
history.As an academic
providing
quality
institution,we are committedto
our studentswitha
education.Our students
have receivedvaluablelearningexperiences
and a heightened
awarenessof the dentalneeds
grantprojectswithand extramuralrotationsat the
in our communitythroughcollaborative
LLCHDDentalPfogram.
The LLCHDDentalProgramprovidesan invaluableservicefor this communityin
providing
populations.
outreach,
screening
andclinicaltreatment
for ourmostvulnerable
lt
provides
populations,
also
referralservicesfor these
muchlikedentistsin the communitywho
referpatientsfor carethey cannotprovidethemselves.The Collegeof Dentistryhas benefited
from the outreachand referralservicesby providingour studentswith learningopportunities
thatcomplement
andclinicaltraininghereat theCollege.Thegrantfunded
theiracademic
LLCHDOuheachProgram
hasbeena valuable
andsignificant
sourceof patients
forthe
Collegeof Dentistry.
Ourstudents
havetreatedhundreds
of patients
in thisprogram.Inthe
process,the patientshavereceivedessentialcareand our studentshavegainedinvaluable
clinicalexperiencein specifictreatmentareaswherewe haveshortagesof treatmentneedsin
our normalpatienlpopulation.
We are notwellpositioned
to seekor administer
thegrantsthat
program.
program
provides
LLCHDhasobtained
andadministered
to fundthis
Moreover,
the
,/2of our normalfees for the careprovidedto the collegewhileprovidingthe careat no fee to
the patientswho qualit basedon federallow-income
standards.Our clinicoperationsare not
supportedby statefunds. Theyare totallyfundedby incomegeneratedfrom patientfees,and
thus we are not ableto offerroutinecareto thesepatientsat no fee. Withoutthe LLCHD
Outreachprogram,the patientswouldnot receivethe careand our studentswouldbe denieda
significantnumberof patienttreatmentexperiences.

4othandHoldrege,
P.O.Box830740,Lincoln,NE685830754
(azJ 472-1339| FM (402) 472-5290

We havea statewideserviceagreementwith Medicaidand provideotherservice
learningexperiences
for students,but we do not considerourselvesto be a primaryservice
providerfor the localcommunity.We are particularly
limitedin our capacityto provide
emergencydentalcarewithinthe contextof a balancededucationalexperiencefor students.
We provideemergencycarefor patientsof recordof the college,but cannotprovideroutine
emergencycarefor othermembersof the communitywho are not alreadypatientshere.The
LLCHDdentalclinicis a primaryreferralsourcefor us to sendpatientswho needemergency
careand are not our patientsof record.Too often,the mostvulnerablepopulationsseek
treatrnentonlyin responseto dentalpain,waitinguntila toothacheis so severethatthey no
longercan sleep,workor go to school,with the potentialthai the dentalinfectioncould
becomelifethreatening.
The LLCHDdentalclinic
hasthecapacity
for responding
to such
urgentdentalcareand providescasemanagement
for the indigentin a timelyand efficient
manner.Therefore,the LLCHDDentalProgramis a vitaland criticalcomponentto meetingthe
dentalneedsof the low-income,underserved,
and GeneralAssistanceeligiblepopulations.
lencourageyou, as the Boardof Health,to worktowardmeetingand hopefully
increasingthe capacityfor providingdentalcarefor the mostvulnerablepeoplein our
community
throughthe LLCHDDenialProgram.
Sincerely,

Dr. MichaelP. Molvar
AssistantDeanand QualityOfficer
UNMCCollegeof Dentistry
Cc: Dr. BruceDart,PhD
HealthDirector

ILLCHD/Pcrs,onl

Mayor’s Pedestrian/Bicycle
Advisory Committee
2740 “A” Street
Lincoln, NE 68502
March 10, 2008
Mayor Chris Beutler
City of Lincoln
555 So. 10th St. Suite 208
Lincoln, NE 68508
Dear Mayor Beutler:
The Pedestrian/Bicycle Advisory Committee recommends the further development and installation of
the bike lane system in Downtown and in other areas of Lincoln where appropriate for the following
reasons:
1. Based on the results of user counts, crash data, and staff comments, it is evident that the bike
lanes on 11th and 14th have been and continue to be successful.
2. Per the adopted Downtown Master Plan and Comprehensive Plan, bike lanes are to be
installed on M and N Streets in downtown to provide east/west lanes that compliment the
north/south lanes on 11th and 14th Streets.
3. With completion of the Antelope Valley projects, additional improvements to the bike system
in and near downtown continue and the addition of the approved east/west bike lanes will
provide one more necessary piece to the system.
In addition, we recommend an additional city-wide study of locations where bike lanes can provide
needed on-street connections to activity centers and improve the existing and future bicycle system.
Knowing that this process takes time, we would recommend that the wheels be set in motion sooner
rather than later. Would it be too much to hope that they could be striped and ready when students
return to campus in the fall of 2008?
Thank you for your consideration in this matter and for the leadership you have given to the city of
Lincoln. It is greatly appreciated!
Sincerely,

Beth Thacker, Chair
Mayor’s Pedestrian/Bicycle
Advisory Committee
Cc:

Planning Department

Memo
To:

Lincoln City Council Members

From:

Steve Owen, PWU, Lincoln Water System

Reviewed:

Steve Masters, PWU

CC:

Chad Blahak, Steve Masters, Jerry Obrist, Connor Reuter, Lonnie Rech

Re:

Claim – Christina Collins, 201 Bridger, Water Damage

The following is in response to the discussion regarding the above claim at the City Council meeting on March 3, 2008.
Opinion of failure: It remains the opinion of the Lincoln Water System that the water meter or water service line froze
and caused the water meter to break. Contributing factors that resulted in the property damage include:
• Property owner’s choice of winterization which left water in the water meter and water service. This would not
be considered as an acceptable procedure in the plumbing industry in cold weather climates.
• The closure of the outlet valve on the meter instead of the inlet valve on the meter, or both.
• Shutting off the primary heating system in the home.
• Potential limitations of a space heater.
• Proximity of the water service and meter to the garage wall and floor slab considering exposure to cold
temperatures in this area inherent to a split level home.
The water meter was shut off at the outlet valve as shown on the photograph below. One of two modes of failure likely
occurred due to freezing: 1) if water froze inside the meter, the corresponding expansion would break the meter bottom;
or, 2) if the service line froze, water pressure caused by ice expansion against the closed valve would greatly exceed the
rated pressure of the meter and cause it to break. Shutting off the valve on the inlet side of the meter would have
prevented water flowing through the water meter and causing damage. Whether this would have resulted in breaking of
the service line is unknown.
Cast iron vs. bronze bottom plate: The water meter was installed new in 2003. The meter met all requirements of our
purchase contract including compliance with American Water Works Association standards. Meters using a cast iron
bottoms are the predominate type of water meter used in the industry both in cold and warm climates.
In 2005 the Lincoln Water System began to purchase meters with bronze bottoms. While these meters may be less
likely to fail in such an abrupt manner when compared to the cast iron bottoms, they do crack and leak significant
amounts of water. See the photo below showing an example of a bronze bottom meter. Previous to 2005, this option
was not considered cost effective adding more than 20% to the cost of each meter.
Meter condition and service life: The rust around the location of the break is surface rust caused by exposure of the
unprotected surface of the cast iron after the meter broke. Rusting of cast iron surfaces occurs very quickly and this
condition should not be considered as an indication that the meter was defective. Rust around the bolts where the bottom
plate meets the housing is common and likely caused from slight scratching of the painted surface during assembly.
Again, this has no affect on the strength or life of the meter. The metal components of the meter housing, bottom plate
and bolts are sound materials and have essentially an infinite service life. Meter replacement is more a function of
battery life and wear of internal parts normally resulting in replacement every 12 – 20 years for small meters.

Winterization: It appears the utility room where the water meter was located did reach freezing temperatures either in
room temperature or near the floor slab where the water service enters the room. The water service and meter is located
next to the common wall with the garage which greatly increases the risk of freezing. Slab on grade homes and split
level homes are most prone to frozen plumbing systems since they are above or only partially below grade when
compared to a conventional basement level. For extended periods, the Lincoln Water System recommends shutting
water off at the main curb stop valve and having a plumber drain the entire system. If contacted, the LWS will also
guide the homeowner through the process of winterization. These tips are offered in FAQs on the LWS website.
In no case would the Lincoln Water System recommend use of a space heater for protection of the plumbing system due
to inherent problems with electrical outages, safety, fire concerns, malfunction of the heater and cold transfer through
walls and slabs. With approximately 80,000 meters in the system, LWS averages 40 frozen meters each year. There
appears to be a slight increase this winter in frozen meters likely do to the number of foreclosures, increased vacant
properties and a colder than normal winter.
Code: The Lincoln Municipal Code, Chapter 17.18.060 requires water meters to be protected from freezing. Chapter
17.18.100 assigns ownership of the water meter to the Lincoln Water System. Chapter 17.18.110 assigns ownership of
the water service to the property owner.
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HOLMES LAKE SOUTHWEST TRIBUTARY STREAM STABILITY
PROJECT #702250
During the week of March 17, 2008, Lottman Carpenter Construction of Diller, NE will be starting
construction (weather permitting) of a wetland restoration and stream stability project for the
Watershed Management Section of the Public Works and Utilities Department. The project is planned
to be completed in June of 2008 barring weather delays or unforeseen conditions.
You are invited to attend a Pre-Construction Project Walk-Through on March 11, 2008 at 5:00
p.m. Please meet at the culvert crossing on Forest Lake Boulevard (see attached map). We will be
walking through the outlot to discuss the project improvements so please dress accordingly.
Lottman Carpenter Construction will first be working on the removal of trees and clearing and
grubbing of the wetland and stream stability areas that are designed to be restored. Their access for
construction will be at the northeast corner of the wetland off South 70th Street. Preservation areas
that are not in the wetland or stream stability areas will be fenced or marked off by the contractor (see
figure). Contractor hours are allowed between 8:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m., Monday through Saturday.
As a general reminder, if you have landscaping in the area which you would like to save, please plan
to relocate them as soon as practical to avoid damage.
The City of Lincoln realizes this project may temporally inconvenience you. Please be patient, and we
will rectify the situation as quickly as possible. If you have any problems or questions during the
construction period, please contact Lottman Carpenter Construction Superintendent Tim Lottman, the
City of Lincoln Engineering Services Project Manager Charlie Wilcox, or the Watershed Management
Project Manager Ed Kouma at (402) 441-7018.

Charlie Wilcox, Project Manager
Engineering Services, Public Works and Utilities
Phone: (402) 440-6067
Email: cwilcox@lincoln.ne.gov
702250 Adv CDW tdq.wpd

Lottman Carpenter Construction Inc.
Superintendent Tim Lottman
Phone: (402) 793-5865
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Joyce Coppinger
<jc10508@alltel.net>
03/07/2008 10:03 PM

To <mayor@ci.lincoln.ne.us>, <council@ci.lincoln.ne.us>
cc
bcc
Subject Cable TV in Lincoln

This community should have the opportunity to make a choice as to the cable
service company that it deals with. The continuously rising costs of cable
TV service, the lack of choice as to which channels can be selected and paid
for, the problems with other services offered by the cable company all speak
loudly and clearly that the time has come for action on the part of our
elected officials.
Is any action being considered? If not, what are the reasons? If so, when
will we hear more about how the community will be offered choices.
-Joyce Coppinger
jc10508@alltel.net
402.483.5135, fax 402.483.5161

SW McGovern
<midwestminichoppers @hotm
ail.com>
03/09/2008 03:10 AM

To city government <mdekalb@lincoln.ne.gov>, <cm@liba.org>,
<commish@lancaster.ne.gov>, <commish@lincoln.ne.gov>,
<council@lincoln.ne.gov>, <dschorr@lancaster.ne.gov>,
cc
bcc
Subject Motorsports in Lancaster County

Please read over the link included below. Can anyone tell me what is being done to provide
lancaster county and the city of Lincoln with the benifits from having a Drag Race track?
http://www.lincoln.ne.gov/cnty/commiss/motor/report.pdf

Drag Tech
<knownos500hp@yahoo.com
>
03/09/2008 11:06 PM

To council@lincoln.ne.gov, dschorr@lancaster.ne.gov,
jcamp@lincoln.ne.gov, jcook@lincoln.ne.gov,
"jortiz@journalstar.com" <JOrtiz@journalstar.com>,
cc
bcc
Subject Finacing Lincoln's future

Economic Impact Analysis:
The Potential Impact of an NHRA Drag
Racing Facility in Lancaster County
Dr. Eric Thompson
Seth Freudenburg
Travis Heller

Prepared for

Nebraska Motorplex
January 23, 2007
Bureau of Business Research
Department of Economics
College of Business Administration
University of Nebraska–Lincoln
Dr. Eric Thompson, Director

Entertainment venues are an important component to the quality of life in cities and states.
Venues provide local residents with an opportunity to attend events that interest them without
requiring them to travel to another city. This saves local residents money and allows residents to
attend more events. Both factors increase the quality of life for local citizens, in much the same
way that having more local shopping options raises the quality of life.
Lincoln’s need for new entertainment venues to improve the quality of life and to retain or attract
younger residents has been a recent topic of discussion in the city. For example, a new arena and

other facilities have been discussed for the downtown area. This analysis considers another
potential entertainment venue for the Lincoln area: a National Hot Rod Association (NHRA)
Motorplex Facility. In particular, Nebraska Motorplex has recently proposed developing and
operating a motorplex venue in Lancaster County. This analysis consider the annual economic
impact of such a NHRA Motorplex Facility. That is, the jobs, income, and economic activity that
would be generated each year as a drag racing facility attracts visitors to the Lincoln area or
helps retain the spending of local motorsports enthusiasts within the county. Such an economic
impact would be in addition to the quality-of-life benefits discussed above.
The economic impact estimate focuses on the potential "tourism" impact of the drag racing
facility due to the spending at area restaurants, lodging places, and retail outlets either by 1)
tourists attracted to the area, or 2) local residents who would otherwise travel out of town to
Topeka, Denver, or other regional tracks to attend or participate in drag racing events. The report
uses conservative assumptions and focuses on the tourist impact.
The analysis does not consider any economic impact:
1) during the construction of the facility, or
2) from track personnel and operations expenses.
Four steps were taken to estimate the spending by visitors or retained spending from local
residents. Throughout the steps, we utilized conservative assumptions to estimate spending:
We estimated the total number in attendance at a NHRA Drag Racing Facility over the course of
a year. We differentiated between regional and local races, which are held regularly, and
periodic divisional events.
We estimated the share of those in attendance who reside outside of Lancaster County or outside
of Nebraska. Note that even local events attract some out-of-state attendance and participation.
We estimated spending profiles for those visitors from outside the area to calculate total new
"tourist" spending for Lancaster County due to drag racing events.
We estimated spending retained by local residents who are now able to attend or participate in
more events locally.
Events
We analyzed the schedule of 8 other drag racing facilities in Nebraska’s NHRA region to
determine the number of events held including regional races, local races and periodic
divisional-type events. The 8 drag racing facilities on average hosted two divisional-type events
each year, in addition to dozens of regional and local events.
Based on this data, we estimated that a typical track would host approximately 60 days of racing
per year, though more successful tracks hosted more days. We utilized 60 days of racing in our
baseline analysis. Most of those days represented local and regionally-oriented events. We
conservatively estimated approximately 1,000 in attendance for local race days based on data
taken from a questionnaire of drag racing facilities within Nebraska’s NHRA Division. We
estimated 8,000 in attendance on average for race days for the two divisional-type events. Note
that this was less than the average reported by other tracks for major events in existing research
studies.
Residence of Those in Attendance
We utilized data from two studies of a drag racing facility in the Topeka, Kansas area to
determine attendance patterns for the divisional-type events. Those studies used survey methods
to determine the percentage of fans that came to a NHRA Championship Event from outside of
the state and outside of the county to attend racing events. We utilized these percentages for our

analysis of divisional-type events at a NHRA Racing Facility in Lancaster County, due to
similarities between Topeka and Lincoln. These percentages were applied directly for the
divisional-type events. For local events, a breakdown for the origin of spectators and participants
was developed using data from a questionnaire of drag racing facilities in Nebraska’s NHRA
region.
In all cases, we multiplied the estimated event attendance from above by these percentages to
estimate the number of visitors to the drag racing facility from outside Nebraska, outside of
Lancaster County (but within Nebraska), and within Lancaster County.
The Topeka study also had an estimate of the number of local residents who attended the NHRA
Championship rather than traveling to other races out of state. We used these data to estimate the
number of local persons in attendance that are retained in the area.
Spending Profiles
The Topeka studies, and other studies for drag racing facilities in Brainerd, Minnesota and
Immokalee, Florida, also provided profiles for visitor spending on lodging, retail, and food. We
took the lowest estimate of total spending besides ticket purchases per visitor per day from the
four studies ($91) as the basis of our visitor spending estimate for a NHRA Drag Racing Facility
in Lancaster County.
One of the Topeka studies also estimated, based on surveys, separate spending profiles for
out-of-state visitors, out-of-county (but in-state) visitors, and in-county visitors. Again, the
profiles included spending on lodging (for out-of-state and out-of-county visitors), retail, and
food. We used these estimates to differentiate between the spending patterns of out-of-state,
in-state and in-county visitors.
These spending profiles were multiplied by the number of annual visitors that were calculated
earlier in order to estimate the total spending by out-of-state, out-of-county (but in-state), and in
county visitors of the proposed Motorplex Facility. This was the basis for our economic impact
estimate.
Economic Impact
Direct Economic Impact
The direct annual economic impact of the proposed NHRA Motorplex Facility on Lancaster
County is the sum of the estimated spending by out-of-state visitors, out-of-county (but in-state)
visitors, and retained in-county visitors. This sum is estimated at $7.8 million. The direct annual
economic impact of the proposed drag racing facility on the State of Nebraska is the sum of
out-of-state visitors and retained in-state visitors. This is estimated at $4.5 million per year. Both
estimates are provided in Table 1 below. The direct impact on Lancaster County is greater due to
spending by out-of-county residents from other parts of Nebraska, such as Norfolk or Omaha.
Table 1
Direct Annual Economic Impact
from Visitors and Retained Spending
Spending
(millions)
Lancaster County

$7.8M

Nebraska

$4.5M

Sources: Event schedules and attendance from other regional drag racing facilities and spending
profiles from studies of other drag racing facilities.
Total Economic Impact
In addition to this direct effect, there is an additional "multiplier effect" on the local and state
economy. The multiplier effect occurs as money attracted to or retained in the area by the drag
racing facility "circulates" through the Lancaster County economy. For example, restaurants,
lodging places, and retail stores that gain customers due to the drag racing facility make
additional purchases of supplies and services from other Nebraska businesses. Similarly,
restaurant, hotel, or store employees also spend their paychecks at other Nebraska businesses.
Both types of spending contribute to the multiplier effect.
Such multiplier effects are typically modest for entertainment venues, roughly 25% as large as
the direct effect. We calculated relevant economic multipliers for Lancaster County (and the
state) using the IMPLAN software and applied them to the direct economic impacts from Table
1. We then added the multiplier effect to the direct economic impact to yield an estimate of the
total economic impact.
Our estimate of the total annual economic impact of the proposed drag racing facility is provided
in the first column of Table 2 below. The table shows the estimated impact for both Lancaster
County and the State of Nebraska using our conservative approach. The total annual impact for
Lancaster County is $9.9 million, a substantial tourism impact for the county. The total annual
economic impact for Nebraska is $5.9 million.
Table 2
Estimated Total Annual Economic Impact
from Visitors and Retained Spending
Total Economic Activity
(millions)

Equivalent Jobs

Wages
(millions)

Lancaster County

$9.9M

200

$3.5M

Nebraska

$5.9M

120

$2.1M

Sources: Spending estimates in Table 1, IMPLAN software
and Bureau of Business Research calculations.
Note that Table 2 also provides an estimate of the total annual wages and employment associated
with the economic impact. There is an estimated annual impact of $3.5 million on wages in
Lancaster County. This is the earnings of approximately 200 full-year jobs in the relevant
industries. Note, however, that these earnings would actually accrue to an even larger number of
workers during those days that the Motorplex is open for racing. The earnings could mean
additional employment during these days or simply more hours worked (and more earnings) by
year-round employees. For the State of Nebraska overall, there is an estimated annual impact of
$2.1 million worker earnings, which is the equivalent of 120 full-year jobs.
Full Potential Economic Impact Estimate
Throughout the analysis we have utilized a conservative approach to estimating economic
impact. It is possible that a NHRA Motorplex Facility in Lancaster County could have a much
higher annual economic impact than we estimated in Tables 1 and 2. For example, one other
regional track we examined had twice as many large divisional-type events as we used in our

baseline estimates. Under such a full potential scenario, the estimated economic impact would be
$23.2 million for Lancaster County and $14.6 million for the State of Nebraska. The associated
worker earnings and employment impacts also would be higher.

Never miss a thing. Make Yahoo your homepage.

"beatlerockin1959"
<beatlerockin1959@gmail.co
m>

To "Annette McRoy (amcroy@lincoln.ne.gov)"
<amcroy@lincoln.ne.gov>, "City Council
(council@ci.lincoln.ne.us)" <council@ci.lincoln.ne.us>, "Dan
cc "Joanne Young (joanne.young@lee.net)"
<joanne.young@lee.net>, "ketv.com (emailnews@ketv.com)"
<emailnews@ketv.com>, "Nancy Hicks-Rose
bcc

03/11/2008 07:03 PM

Subject Lincoln Electric System

Letter to the Editor of the Lincoln Journal-Star and all other Lincoln Media
Outlets:
Hello City Council and Mr. Mayor,
I have done a little research and I have sent emails to some of you and some of
you were even kind enough to respond. Thank you.
As many of you know, I recently enquired about the recent request by LES for an
increase in rates for electricity. They requested 5.5 percent and through your
dedication to the public, you negotiated them down to 5.0 percent. How very kind
of you. Thank you very much!
Social Security recipients got an increase in benefits last year of 2.3 percent. How
very kind of the federal government. However, it seems to me...that pretty soon I
am going to have to sell my computer and move into the City Mission. Either
that, or I am going to have to steal a bottle of vodka so I can 1) get drunk or 2) get
three hots and a cot at the local County Jail. At the County Jail...inmates are not
required to pay utilities! That includes no bill from LES! Isn't it funny that we
would need more space at the County Jail and the City Mission? Gosh...I wonder
why?
After I sent an email to some of you, you were more than ready to attack your
colleagues on the problems with rising energy prices at LES and how it was
somebody else's fault that prices were going up. Pardon me, but I think you are
all guilty of being children that could all use a spanking! LES is a public utility.
You have the authority to say no! You are not the whipping post for LES...you
are supposed to be the final authority!
I contacted Mike Foley. Some of you might know him as the State Auditor. He
informed me that you...as the City Council have the right to review the records of
the Lincoln Electric System (LES) and, by way of audit...find out where the

problems are with rising electricity prices. I suggest you do that!
As I stated in my earlier emails, to some of you...my guess is that our rising
electricity prices have more to do with rising salaries of executives at LES than
they do with the cost of providing electricity to Lincoln, NE and the surrounding
communities.
I also stated in an earlier email to Robin Eschilman and Jon Camp that a possible
reason for rising electricity costs is that Lincoln residents are conserving and not
using as much electricity. While Lincoln residents are trying to conserve LES is
trying to meet their bottom line. LES's bottom line is money. Money so that they
can buy new houses, new cars and send their kids to the best schools that the rest
of us can not afford!
I am a small individual with a humble home, a computer (which is over 5 years
old), a mail box, a website at http://eLincoln.net and one single vote. I can not do
much, BUT, I expect you to do better for the poor people of this hard working city
that are finding it harder and harder to find jobs that can support them!
Sincerely,

FRED MARKS
6701 Vine Street
Lincoln, NE 68505-2236
402-261-5346

[IMAGE]

The Audacity of Hope:
[IMAGE]

This email is sent in the spirit of friendship and fellowship. This email list is maintained by me and I make
mistakes. If I made a mistake sending this to you, please accept my amends. If you have received this in error, I
am sorry, I have no intent to offend anyone. If this message was forwarded by someone other than
beatlerockin1959@gmail.com, please reply to the person sending the mail. To subscribe, type "Subscribe" in the
Subject Box and send email to: beatlerockin1959@gmail.com. To unsubscribe, type "Unsubscribe" in the Subject

"lincolnrecovery"
<lincolnrecovery@neb.rr.com
>

To undisclosed-recipients@dpinfo.ci.lincoln.ne.us
cc
bcc

03/11/2008 10:09 PM

Subject Fw: RE: Lincoln Electric System

-------Original Message------From: ivnik8@earthlink.net
Date: 3/11/2008 9:31:44 PM
To: lincolnrecovery
Subject: RE: Lincoln Electric System
RIGHT ON, mr. marks!!!

----- Original Message ----From: lincolnrecovery
To: ivnik8@earthlink.net
Sent: 3/11/2008 7:34:27 PM
Subject: Lincoln Electric System
Subject: Lincoln Electric System

Letter to the Editor of the Lincoln Journal-Star and all other Lincoln Media
Outlets:
Hello City Council and Mr. Mayor,
I have done a little research and I have sent emails to some of you and some of
you were even kind enough to respond. Thank you.
As many of you know, I recently enquired about the recent request by LES for an
increase in rates for electricity. They requested 5.5 percent and through your
dedication to the public, you negotiated them down to 5.0 percent. How very
kind of you. Thank you very much!
Social Security recipients got an increase in benefits last year of 2.3 percent.
How very kind of the federal government. However, it seems to me...that pretty
soon I am going to have to sell my computer and move into the City Mission.
Either that, or I am going to have to steal a bottle of vodka so I can 1) get drunk

or 2) get three hots and a cot at the local County Jail. At the County
Jail...inmates are not required to pay utilities! That includes no bill from
LES! Isn't it funny that we would need more space at the County Jail and the City
Mission? Gosh...I wonder why?
After I sent an email to some of you, you were more than ready to attack your
colleagues on the problems with rising energy prices at LES and how it was
somebody else's fault that prices were going up. Pardon me, but I think you are
all guilty of being children that could all use a spanking! LES is a public utility.
You have the authority to say no! You are not the whipping post for LES...you
are supposed to be the final authority!
I contacted Mike Foley. Some of you might know him as the State Auditor. He
informed me that you...as the City Council have the right to review the records of
the Lincoln Electric System (LES) and, by way of audit...find out where the
problems are with rising electricity prices. I suggest you do that!
As I stated in my earlier emails, to some of you...my guess is that our rising
electricity prices have more to do with rising salaries of executives at LES than
they do with the cost of providing electricity to Lincoln, NE and the surrounding
communities.
I also stated in an earlier email to Robin Eschilman and Jon Camp that a possible
reason for rising electricity costs is that Lincoln residents are conserving and not
using as much electricity. While Lincoln residents are trying to conserve LES is
trying to meet their bottom line. LES's bottom line is money. Money so that
they can buy new houses, new cars and send their kids to the best schools that the
rest of us can not afford!
I am a small individual with a humble home, a computer (which is over 5 years
old), a mail box, a website at http://eLincoln.net and one single vote. I can not do
much, BUT, I expect you to do better for the poor people of this hard working
city that are finding it harder and harder to find jobs that can support them!
Sincerely,

FRED MARKS
6701 Vine Street

WebForm
<none@lincoln.ne.gov>

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc

03/11/2008 11:12 AM

bcc
Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council
Name:
Address:
City:

August Ponstingl
916 S. 33rd St.
Lincoln, NE 68510

Phone:
Fax:
Email:

402-770-2272
none
Gus@regaengineering.com

Comment or Question:
Dear Members of the City Council:

3/11/2008

I want to write to you with my support for the Alley Paving District. I was
about 5 minutes late for the Public Hearing Last night for this item (#13). I
believe there is a valid problem that needs to be addressed:
Why is there a need for this alley paving district?
1. Mud is getting tracked on city streets for ½ mile at the south end of the
alley. It’s a constant problem and gets worst all the time.
2. Ruts: there are ruts so deep in some places a small car could get stuck
3. Wear Holes: from using the alley, we’re constantly filling or trying to
fill these things, which leads to:
4. Trash, large rocks and small Boulders, Garden Refuse is thrown in the
alley, and even sawdust is thrown in the alley, in part because it is such a
pit no one really cares: even the adjacent owners, and in part to try to deal
with the big holes.
5. 33rd street is a Busy Artery Street: which leads the residents along 33rd
Street wanting to use the alley more than those along 34th Street.
6. Neglect and disrepair. As stated above, when was the last time the alley
had gravel added?
It should be done on yearly basis. (which if done
regularly is just a costly as paving the alley.)
7. And finally, the neighborhood is a classic example of New Urbanism: Older
homes with narrow lot Garages must be set to the back of the lots just to fit
them on the lots.
This idea is just what the planning department dreams
about, but here the catch is our alley is in horrible shape, so people don’t
like using it.
The Solution to all the above problems is to pave the alley.
benefit greatly from paving the alley.
Support and Opposition:

We could all

My own straw poll shows that 10 owners supported the alley. I’ve been made
aware there is opposition. I’ve heard that the opposition claims to have at
least 51% of the adjacent neighbors in opposition, let me remind you that this
if that is true, that it is only a preliminary result, because, we, the
supporters have not gone door to door yet to talk to individuals. We plan to
go door to door asking for neighbors to sign the district once it is created.
I ask you, city council, give us, the neighbors who are very much in favor of
this, a chance to get others on board by giving this district a green light to
start so we can start requesting signatures. I think we have a better than
50% a chance of changing the minds of some of the opposition (we would only
need 3 to change to have a majority). While I’m against the City forcing
people to pay taxes, I feel that these adjacent property owners are not being
responsible for their responsibility to take care of the alley.
I also spoke with 4 of the opposition after the meeting, and they all conceded
their only real concern is costs. While I understand budgets are tight, I
don’t comprehend how $17-20 a month is a large expense. This costs is less
than a dollar a day. I think they are reacting to the large total costs of
$2,500, but keep in mind this is spread out over 20 years. I think this is an
excellent investment in a part of the city I get to use everyday.
In closing, the photos illustrate there are many problems, and we feel that
over time, we can get the support of the property owners.
Neighbors for Paving the Alley,
August Ponstingl

"Gus Postingl"
<Gus@REGAEngineering.co
m>
03/11/2008 11:16 AM

To <ksvoboda@lincoln.ne.gov>, <reschliman@lincoln.ne.gov>,
<dmarvin@lincoln.ne.gov>, <tgrammer@lincoln.ne.gov>,
<mmmeyer@lincoln.ne.gov>, <jcook@lincoln.ne.gov>,
cc
bcc
Subject Alley Paving Support Images...

I couldn't attach these to the email I sent regarding my support for the Alley Paving District (item #13) on the
agenda last night:
Please take a minute to see the mess we have with this alley.
Thanks
August Ponstingl
- DSCF3958.JPG
- DSCF3961.JPG
- DSCF3963.JPG
- DSCF3964.JPG

AD D E N D U M
TO
D I R E C T O R S’ A G E N D A
MONDAY, MARCH 17, 2008

I.

MAYOR 1.

II.

CITY CLERK 1.

III.

NEWS ADVISORY - RE: Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule Week of
March 15 through March 21, 2008 - Schedule subject to change.

E-Mail Material sent to Council Office by City Clerk Joan Ross - RE:
Omaha City Council Resolution 389.

CORRESPONDENCE A.

COUNCIL REQUESTS/CORRESPONDENCE - NONE

B.

DIRECTORS AND DEPARTMENT HEADS - NONE

C.

MISCELLANEOUS -

1.

E-Mail from Steve Duden - RE: Item #18 - Claim for Damages.

2.

E-Mail from Mary Roseberry-Brown - RE: Removal of Appendix N from
the Wastewater Facility Master Plan.

daadd031708/tjg

CITY OF LINCOLN
NEBRASKA

Date: March 14, 2008
Contact: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule
Week of March 15 through 21, 2008
Schedule subject to change
Monday, March 17
Mayor's Award of Excellence presentation - 1:30 p.m., Council Chambers, County-City Building, 555 S. 10th St.
Tuesday, March 18
International visitors from China - 10:30 a.m., Mayor's Conference Room, County-City Building
Salute to Business, remarks and proclamation - 11:30 a.m., Embassy Suites, 1140 “P” St.
Near South Neighborhood meeting, remarks - 6:30 p.m., location to be determined
Wednesday, March 19
Friendship Force (10 Russian visitors) - 4 p.m., Mayor's Conference Room
Friday, March 21
Visit from Ambassador from Tajikistan - 10:30 a.m., Mayor's Conference Room

Tammy J Grammer /Notes
03/14/2008 03:03 PM

To campjon@aol.com, jcookcc@aol.com, robine@neb.rr.com,
ksvoboda@alltel.net, dmarvin@neb.rr.com,
dougemerypm@aol.com, jspatz@johnspatz.com,
cc Joan E Ross/Notes@Notes
bcc
Subject Fw: Claim for Damages

Please see email below. I will list this on the Directors Addendum for Monday. Thanks.
Tammy Grammer
City Council Office
441-6867
----- Forwarded by Tammy J Grammer/Notes on 03/14/2008 03:00 PM ----"Duden, Steve"
<Steve.Duden@ssa.gov>

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

03/14/2008 02:16 PM

cc "Duden, Steve" <Steve.Duden@ssa.gov>
Subject Claim for Damages

Dear Mr. Marvin:
This message is a response to the letter dated 03/11/08 that I received from the City Attorney's
office. I had submitted a claim for damages to my pickup which I believe were caused by a City
snow plow. The City Attorney's office has denied my request and stated that to pursue it further
I must appear before the City Council on March 17 or contact your office before then. Because
of the short notice and other commitments I am unable to appear at the City Council meeting so I
am sending this to you for your consideration.
The details of the situation are:
My pickup was parked on the street at 4341 N. 60 here in Lincoln. Sometime between 10 PM on
Friday, December 21, 2007 and 6 AM on Saturday, December 22 it was sideswiped resulting in
over $3100 damage to the side of it. My belief that it was a snow plow is based on the
following:
The pickup is a Dodge Ram 4-wheel drive that sits quite high off the ground and the gouges, that
run from the front door to the front of the truck, are too high to have been caused by a
normal-sized vehicle. The lowest scrape is 18" off the ground and the top one is 52" from the
ground (34" between them) and run parallel to each other.
The top gouge had orange paint in it as does the door handle. (Probably the most tell-tale sign).
The body shop owner that gave us the estimate for damages stated that it was consistent with
other repairs he had made for snow plow damage.

The City Attorney's office does acknowledge there were City trucks out spreading materials that
night.
The police report file # is A7-135871 if you wish to reference it.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------The estimate of damages is $3124.84 & it was obtained from Wayne's Body Shop, 4721 Cooper,
Lincoln NE.
I realize there is no way for me to conclusively prove that the damage was caused by a snow
plow but I feel the circumstantial evidence warrants consideration. Thank you for your attention
to this matter. I know you have many other important issues to consider and I apologize for
having to take your time for this.
If you have any questions you or your representative can call. My direct number at work is
437-5616 ext. 3311. I am usually there from 7 AM to 4:30 PM. During non-work hours the
number you can reach me at is 560-4856.
Steve Duden
7130 S. 31 Pl.
Lincoln NE 68516

Mary Roseberry-Brown
<mroseberrybrown@yahoo.co
m>
03/16/2008 02:20 PM

To "council@lincoln.ne.gov" <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc
bcc
Subject Remove Appendix N of Wastewater Fac Master Plan

March 16, 2008
LincolnCity Council
th
555 South 10 Street
Lincoln, NE68508
Council Members:
RE: removal of Appendix N from the Wastewater Facility Master Plan
Friends of WildernessParkrecommends that Appendix N, the Southwest Wastewater Siting
Study Report (SWWWSSR) of the draft Wastewater Facility Master Plan, be removed.
In August 2006 and again in August 2007, the City Council directed that the comprehensive
study of sewage management options be conducted free of any bias. Yet this study recommends
construction of a new sewage plant without any comprehensive studies supporting its
recommendations. Its statements directly contradict statements and recommendations contained
in the draft Wastewater Facilities Master Plan.
Appendix N, the SWWWSSR, is premised on the notion that a new sewage plant and associated
facilities should be constructed in southwest Lincoln. The SWWWSSR recommends a specific
site in southwest Lincolnand urges that steps be taken now to secure that site. By contrast, the
draft Wastewater Facility Master Plan states that of four alternatives identified for Tier III ( one
of which is a new southwest treatment plant ), Alternative 4, with amendment recommended by
City Staff, recommends increased storage as the preferred alternative and the basis for all
improvements and calculations.
This contradiction will become even more confusing and potentially contentious in the years to
come if the long-range recommendations of the WWFMP are attempted. This Appendix is not
merely an historical document but rather one with specific recommendations and guidelines.
Presented as an Appendix to the WWFMP, the SWWWSSR is anointed with a degree of implied
acceptance and concurrence that it clearly does not warrant. The SWWWSSR should be
removed as an Appendix to the WWFMP. If it is used at all, it should be as a stand-alone
document, not as a part of the WWFMP.
Sincerely,
Mary Roseberry-Brown
President, Friends of WildernessPark
1423 F Street
Lincoln, NE68508

