DIRECTORS’ MEETING
MONDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2007
COUNTY-CITY BUILDING
ROOM 113, 11:00 A.M

I.

MAYOR
1. NEWS RELEASE. Open House Set for Roadway and Water Main Improvements.
2. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor Beutler Discussing Proposed Arena Project in the West
Haymarket at a News Conference, Wednesday, October 17, 2007 at the County-City
Building, Room 113.
3. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor Says Voter Approval Needed for Successful Arena Project.
4. Fiscal Impact Statement, Parks/Forestry.
5. NEWS RELEASE. Pledge to Recycle and Be A Winner.
6. NEWS RELEASE. Public Encouraged to Attend Open House on Harris Overpass
Construction.
7. NEWS RELEASE. Public Invited to Meeting on East Leg of Antelope Valley Roadway.
8. Washington Report. October 12, 2007.

II.

DIRECTORS
FINANCE/TREASURER
1. Monthly City Cash Report for September, 2007.
PLANNING COMMISSION FINAL ACTION
1. Special Permit No. 07038. On-Sale Alcohol, 5925 Adams Street.
Resolution No. PC-01084.
2. Special Permit No. 07046. Soil Mining/Extraction, Southeast of So. 40th Street and Yankee
Hill Road. Resolution No. PC-01082.
3. Special Permit No. 07044. Parking Lot, So. 18th Street and F Street.
4. Waiver No. 07007. Southeast Corner of No. 27th Street and Interstate 80.
Resolution No. PC-01083.
PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES
1. Pine Lake, 84th - 98th; 98th, Old Cheney - Yankee Hill. Project No. 701769.
2. Harris Overpass, Capital Improvement Project #701781. “O” Street; 2nd - 9th Streets.

III.

CITY CLERK

IV.

COUNCIL REQUESTS/CORRESPONDENCE
ROBIN ESCHLIMAN
1. Request to Dave Landis, Urban Development Director - RE: South Street Redevelopment
Project (RFI#11 - 10/17/07) See Responses from David Landis, Urban Development.

V.

MISCELLANEOUS
1. Email from Scott Besch. Suggestion that Pet Stores Sell Homeless Dogs/Cats.
2. Email from Doug Vandervort. What are Reasons for Allowing Adult Shop Signs.
3. Email from Nancy Chandler. Lincoln’s False Alarm Law.

4. Email from Michelle Strand, Hawthorne PTO President. “Save our Schools” Rally,
October 16th. (Distributed to Council Members on 10/15/07)
5. Email from John R. Bieber. Request Speed Bumps on Browning Street be Removed.
6. Letter Forwarded from Pershing Center to Council Members from Bruce Grummert.
Comments on Developing New Arena Center.
7. Comments from Tag Jackson Regarding Current Bus Routes.
VI.

ADJOURNMENT
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PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES DEPARTMENT
Engineering Services, 531 Westgate Blvd., Lincoln, NE 68528, 441-7711, fax 441-6576
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: October 15, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Holly Lionberger, Engineering Services, 441-7711

OPEN HOUSE SET FOR
ROADWAY AND WATER MAIN IMPROVEMENTS
The public is invited to an open house Wednesday, October 17 on the roadway and water main improvements
planned for the area of Pine Lake Road and 98th Street. The meeting is from 5 to 7:30 p.m. at Lux Middle
School, 7800 High Street (south on 79th St. and Van Dorn). The open house will not include a formal
presentation.
Work is scheduled to begin in the spring of 2008. The project area is along Pine Lake Road from 84th to
98th streets, and along 98th Street from Old Cheney to Yankee Hill. Those attending the open house will be
able to view plans and discuss the project with representatives from the City Public Works and Utilities
Department and the design team.
For more information, contact Holly Lionberger, Public Works and Utilities Department, at
441-8400 or visit the City Web site at lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: pinelake).
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MAYOR CHRIS BEUTLER

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120
DATE: October 16, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

Mayor Chris Beutler will discuss the proposed new arena project in the West Haymarket area
at a news conference at 11 a.m. Wednesday, October 17 in Room 113 at the County-City
Building, 555 South 10th Street.
The West Haymarket Action Team is hosting open houses Thursday, October 18 at Pershing
Center to provide information and take comments on the arena concept. Those attending the
news conference will have the opportunity to preview the 13-minute video that will be
presented at the open houses.

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: October 17, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

MAYOR SAYS VOTER APPROVAL NEEDED
FOR SUCCESSFUL ARENA PROJECT
Mayor Chris Beutler today encouraged Lincoln residents to stay informed on the proposal for a new West
Haymarket arena because he intends to place the project before voters in a future election.
“A new arena, convention center and hotel complex would be a major investment in the future of
Lincoln,” said Beutler. “I believe a new arena will result in long-term economic growth. However, I feel
strongly that the only way this project will ultimately be successful is with public support. It is my intent
that the arena issue be put before the voters of Lincoln. The redevelopment process will result in a
concrete and detailed proposal. The voters of this community should be the ones who decide whether we
move forward with that proposal.”
Beutler encouraged members of the public to attend one of the open houses being offered Thursday,
October 18 to find out more about the concept of an arena in the West Haymarket area. Those interested
can choose from two sessions, both at the Pershing Center: 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. or 5 to
7 p.m. The West Haymarket Action Team (WHAT) formed by Mayor Beutler and the 2015 Vision group
is sponsoring the open houses to provide information and take comments on the arena concept before the
City Council’s consideration of a redevelopment plan for the area.
“I truly believe that this community is at a crossroads,” Beutler said. “The studies have been completed
and the results in my mind are clear – Lincoln needs to replace Pershing, and the West Haymarket is the
best location. But this does not mean that the arena project is a ‘done deal.’ There are many more steps
in the process.” (More information on the process is provided at end of release.)
“Government and the private sector are working together to create new jobs and keep our young people
in this community,” said Beutler. “But this effort requires a very substantial community commitment.
I’m asking each and every resident to get involved. I want to assure you can make a difference. It is my
intent that you will have a vote, and that you will be the ones to make the ultimate decision on the future
of an arena project in Lincoln.”
For more information on the open houses or the West Haymarket Action Team, contact Kent Morgan in
Planning at 441-7491. More information on WHAT also is available on the City Web site, lincoln.ne.gov
(keyword: WHAT)
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BACKGROUND ON WEST HAYMARKET ACTION TEAM (WHAT)
The 2015 Vision group is promoting ten potential pillars or projects that will move Lincoln forward in a
public-private partnership model. The goal is to provide new quality jobs and retain young people in
Lincoln. One of the pillars is the construction of the West Haymarket Arena to provide current and
future generations with quality entertainment and recreation – the same kinds of experiences Pershing
Center has provided because of commitments made by the community more than 50 years ago. The
potential arena site encompasses the rail yards just west of the historic Lincoln Station, extending north to
Haymarket Park and south across “O” Street. The goal is to preserve the spirit and atmosphere that now
exists in the historic Haymarket and to lay the cornerstone for future economic, tourist, entertainment and
recreational opportunities.
Mayor Beutler and 2015 Vision jointly created WHAT to better define the arena vision and to work on its
potential implementation. The 16-member committee began meeting last spring. WHAT includes elected
officials, taxpayers, private business owners, neighborhood groups, the Chamber of Commerce, the
Downtown Lincoln Association, the University of Nebraska and other nonprofit organizations.
WHAT is following a seven-step redevelopment process that has been used successfully here in Lincoln
and elsewhere across the country.
STEP ONE: Preliminary Community Validation
This step was carried out over the last several years and included a variety of studies completed by
industry experts, engineers, architects and planners:
A study by Conventions, Sports and Leisure concluded that, “The quality of Pershing Auditorium is
significantly below industry standards.... It is so outdated that substantial investment in upgrades
may not be warranted.”
After a multi-year effort, the 2005 Downtown Master Plan and the Mayor’s Event Facilities Task Force
proposed a new arena to replace Pershing Center, along with a hotel and convention center
complex in the West Haymarket area.
As part of these studies, numerous citizen groups explored the need for a new arena and identified the
West Haymarket area as the best location.
STEP TWO: Redevelopment Plan
With the help of a team of local experts in environmental issues, infrastructure and financing, WHAT
oversaw the drafting of a redevelopment plan amendment for the area, which was approved by the
Lincoln-Lancaster County Planning Commission September 26th. The redevelopment plan will go to the
Lincoln City Council for a public hearing and action, tentatively scheduled for late October. The
adoption of the redevelopment plan does not commit the City to undertake the West Haymarket arena
project.
If the City Council adopts the redevelopment plan amendment, the next five potential steps in the process
are:
The City would issue an invitation to developers to submit proposals.
A redevelopment agreement would be negotiated between the City and the chosen developer.
A complex financing package would be developed. The use of public funds, supported by the pledge of
City funds, would require a public vote.
The City Council would take action on the redevelopment agreement, including the financing package.
If the City Council makes a firm commitment, final design and construction could begin.

PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES DEPARTMENT
Recycling Office, 2400 Theresa Street, Lincoln, NE 68521, 441-7043, fax 441-8735
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: October 17, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Gene Hanlon, Recycling Coordinator, (402) 441-7043

PLEDGE TO RECYCLE AND BE A WINNER
Support America Recycles Day, November 15
The City Recycling Office is participating in America Recycles Day, Thursday, November 15. This
annual nationwide event encourages individuals, schools and businesses to recycle and buy recycled
products.
“America Recycles Day is an opportunity for us to rededicate ourselves to recycling,” said Gene Hanlon,
City Recycling Coordinator. “We are asking individuals to pledge to improve their recycling efforts at
home, work and school. By doing the right thing, we conserve resources and save valuable landfill
space.”
Pledge cards and collection boxes will be available through November 11 at the following locations:
all Russ’s Market stores;
both WalMart Stores;
the Lincoln Journal Star, 926 “P” St.;
Schrock Innovations, 7160 South 29th St., Suite C2 and 6900 “O” St., Suite 122;
A-Can Recycling Center, 3255 South 10th St.;
A & J Recycling, 3250 N. 20th St., Suite 8;
Alter Scrap Processing, 525 “N” St.;
Mid-City Recycling, 4900 Vine St.; and
Sadoff Iron and Metal, 5020 N.W. 39th St.
Pledge cards will be entered into local prize drawings for both youths and adults. The first grand prize, a
holiday special computer system valued at $1,499, has been donated by Schrock Innovations. The winner
of the computer also will receive a one-year subscription for TierOne/DSL internet access, valued at $300.
Another grand prize is an Apple iPhone, valued at $425 and donated by Midland Recycling. Youth prizes
include a $100 WalMart gift card and one year of curbside recycling, courtesy of Lincoln Journal Star
Recycling. Adult prizes include a $100 Russ’s Market gift card; one year of curbside recycling, courtesy
of Star City Recycling and Recycling Enterprises; and Nebraska Lottery scratch tickets.
- more -

America Recycles Day
October 17, 2007
Page Two
On Saturday, November 17, residents will have the opportunity to visit the Mobile Environmental
Education Center at a local America Recycles Day celebration held at Midland Recycling, 440 “J” St.,
from noon to 4 p.m. Free hot dogs and refreshments will be available at the event, along with children’s
activities, facility tours and local prize drawing presentations.
Local sponsors of America Recycles Day are the City of Lincoln, Lincoln Public Schools, WasteCap
Nebraska, Midland Recycling and the Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality. For more
information on recycling and America Recycles Day in Lincoln, contact 441-8215, or visit the City’s Web
site at lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: recycle).
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PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES DEPARTMENT
Engineering Services, 531 Westgate Blvd., Lincoln, NE 68528, 441-7711, fax 441-6576
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: October 17, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Kris Humphrey, Engineering Services, 441-7592
Linda Beacham, The Schemmer Associates, 488-2500

PUBLIC ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND
OPEN HOUSE ON HARRIS OVERPASS CONSTRUCTION
Bridge to close November 12
The public is invited to an open house Tuesday, October 30 to learn more about the replacement of the
Harris Overpass in downtown Lincoln. The event is from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. in the Ridnour Room of the
Haymarket’s Apothecary Building, 809 “P” Street.
The Harris Overpass, which carries “O” Street over the rail yards and the Haymarket District, will be
replaced with a new structure designed to redefine the passageway between West “O” and downtown.
The current overpass is scheduled to close to traffic Nov. 12. Demolition and construction will begin
soon after, and the project is expected to take about one year.
Those attending the open house will learn about the construction schedule, procedures and detour routes.
Representatives from the City of Lincoln as well as design and construction consultants will be on hand
to answer questions about the project and how construction will affect the area. Parking vouchers will be
provided for the Haymarket Parking garage.
The existing overpass was built in the 1950s and named for John F. Harris of Lincoln, in gratitude for a
gift of land that became Pioneers Park. Over the years, the bridge has undergone significant
deterioration, and it qualifies for federal bridge replacement funds. The City’s bridge design consultant
team, led by The Schemmer Associates, conducted an extensive public participation program while
designing the new structure.
For more information about the open house, contact Linda Beacham, The Schemmer Associates, at (402)
488-2500 or Kris Humphrey, City of Lincoln, at (402) 441-7592. More information also is available on
the City Web site, lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: harris).
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PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES DEPARTMENT
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7548, fax 441-8609
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: October 18, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Wayne Teten, Antelope Valley Project Manager, 441-4939
Scott Rathjen, Parsons Brinckerhoff, 402-323-6562

PUBLIC INVITED TO MEETING
ON EAST LEG OF ANTELOPE VALLEY ROADWAY
The public is invited to an informational meeting Tuesday, October 23 on the future east leg of the “Big
X” bridge and roadway, a key component of the Antelope Valley Project. The meeting is from 4:30 to 7
p.m. at the Lancaster Building, 1800 State Fair Park Drive.
Construction is expected to begin in October on the project to build a new bridge extending east from the
current elevated intersection over the BNSF railway near the Devaney Center. The bridge will touch
down parallel to State Fair Park Drive, and the new roadway will extend to North 27th Street. The north
and west legs of the elevated intersection opened in August 2006, and the south leg opened in November
2006.
No formal presentations will be made at the meeting, but details of the proposed improvements will be
discussed. The meeting is sponsored by the Joint Antelope Valley Authority (JAVA), a partnership among
the City of Lincoln, the University of Nebraska-Lincoln and the Lower Platte South Natural Resources
District. Representatives from JAVA, the construction management team and the contractor, Hawkins
Construction Company, will be available at the meeting to answer questions.
Antelope Valley is a flood control, traffic improvement and community revitalization project in the core
of the City. More information is available at lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: antelope). This Web site will have
the most current information regarding the construction schedule and traffic accommodations.
The meeting room is accessible for persons with disabilities. Those needing special accommodations are
asked to call Parsons Brinckerhoff at 402-323-6570.
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HOUSING
House approves measure to create affordable
housing trust fund. Members approved the
legislation (HR 2895) 264-148, with 41
Republicans joining unanimous Democrats in
support of the bill. The National Affordable
Housing Trust Fund would provide formula
funds to states and local governments for the
construction, rehabilitation, or acquisition of
affordable housing.
According to bill sponsors, the goal of the
trust fund is to construct, rehabilitate, and
preserve 1.5 million units of affordable
housing over the next 10 years. The fund
would receive its revenues from mortgage
business profits from Government-Sponsored
Enterprises (GSEs) such as Fannie Mae and
Freddie Mac, as well as the Federal Housing
Administration (FHA). Earlier this year, the
House approved legislation (HR 1427, HR
1852) directing funds from those entities to
the trust fund. Bill sponsors believe that
between $800 million and $1 billion will be
generated for the fund annually; however, this
may be optimistic given the current mortgage
crisis.
The legislation directs 60 percent of the
proceeds from the trust fund to be distributed
directly to local governments and 40 percent
to states. If the total amount of the trust fund
is below $2 billion in any year, there would
be a $750,000 minimum funding threshold
for localities, although that minimum would
be waived if the formula amount for a
jurisdiction is the largest of any jurisdiction in
the same State. The legislation requires that
the Department of Housing and Urban
Development create a formula for distribution
of funds based on factors such as population,
poverty rates, vacancy rates, and amount of
substandard housing.

The bill would allow trust fund monies for
construction, rehabilitation, acquisition,
preservat ion incenti ves (includin g
manufactured housing and community land
trusts) and operating assistance to facilitate
affordability. Funds may be used for both
rental housing that is affordable and for down
payment and closing cost assistance for first
time homebuyers. Prohibited uses include
administrative costs or expenses, political
activities, lobbying, counseling, and travel
expenses.
Finally, the measure requires a match for trust
fund dollars equal to 12.5 percent if provided
from state, local and private resources or 25
percent if provided from federal sources. Up
to 33 percent of this match may be provided
through binding commitments to provide
services for residents.
The White House called the trust fund
legislation “duplicative and redundant” and
threatened to veto the bill in its current form.
However the White House does support the
legislation to overhaul the GSEs and trust
fund supporters hope that combining the
measures will win the support of the White
House.
Thus far, the Senate Banking Committee has
considered GSE overhaul bills without the
trust fund component.
In a related item, the Bush Administration
announced this week an effort to create an
alliance of mortgage services, counselors,
investors, and trade associations that would
reach out to mortgage holders in an effort to
reduce foreclosures. Dubbed “HopeNow,”
the alliance would conduct an outreach
campaign to high-risk borrowers that will
begin in November.
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INTERNET TAX
House panel approves four-year extension
of Internet tax moratorium. The House
Judiciary Committee approved legislation
(HR 3678) this week that would enact a
four-year extension of the moratorium on
state and local taxation of Internet access
fees.
The current moratorium, first
approved in 1998 and extended once, is set
to expire on November 1.
Republicans on the committee attempted to
amend the legislation to extend the
moratorium on a permanent basis, but that
effort failed by a vote of 15-21. However,
supporters of the permanent extension then
countered with an amendment to extend
the moratorium for eight years, and with a
number of Democrats out of the room,
gained its approval 20-18. A shocked
Committee Chairman John Conyers (DMI) then called for a reconsideration of
that vote a few minutes later and was able
to defeat the eight-year extension 17-22
after coaxing two Democrats back to the
committee room for the vote and
convincing another two Democrats to
switch their original votes in favor.
The next step for the bill is a House floor
vote next week. In its current form, it
closely resembles a Senate measure (S
1453) to extend the moratorium for four
years. However, there are reports that the
measure will be altered to a six-year
extension in order to secure enough votes
for its passage in the Senate Commerce
Committee. Vigorous attempts to secure a
permanent extension are also expected in
the Senate.
While, it remains to be seen whether the
moratorium will be extended prior to the
November 1 deadline, state and local
government organizations point out that
the last time the moratorium was up for an
extension, it lapsed for almost a year. No
state or local government enacted a tax on
Internet access during that period.
In a related item, a House subcommittee
approved legislation to create a national
“broadband map.” The House Energy and
Commerce Committee’s Subcommittee on
Telecommunications and the Internet this
week approved a draft measure that would
direct the Federal Communications
Commission (FCC) to report on the
deployment of Internet services across the

Washington
country. The FCC would be required to
report annually on benchmarks such as
speed of service and type of technology.
The bill would also require that the
agency compare U.S. broadband
capabilities with 75 communities in at
least 25 countries around the world.

Local government organizations and a
broad coalition of business interests have
been promoting legislation (HR 1023)
that would repeal the provision
altogether.
It currently has 217
cosponsors. Companion legislation (S
777) in the Senate is pending as well.

The bill also would direct the National
Telecommunications and Information
Administration (NTIA) to produce a
“broadband map” showing what types of
broadband access are provided across the
country. The map would be available
online and open to the public. NTIA
would also administer a new three-year,
$300 million grant program designed to
assist states and localities in the mapping
effort.

However, after the House vote on HR
3056, Senator Charles Grassley (R-IA),
the top Republican on the Senate
Finance Committee, declared the bill
“dead on arrival” in the Senate and
claims that the private sector can execute
some tax collection functions more
efficiently than the government while
freeing up IRS employees to focus on
more complex tax matters. Grassley
made no mention of the withholding
provision in his statement about the
House-passed bill.

The next step for the bill is full
committee consideration. Changes are
expected to be made to the measure
addressing industry concerns about
releasing information that they consider
proprietary for competitive reasons.

FINANCE
House approved measure to delay
implementation of three percent
withholding mandate on local
governments. Legislation (HR 3056)
that would prevent the Internal Revenue
Service from using private contractors
for tax collection functions also includes
a provision to delay for one year a
requirement that federal, state, and local
governments withhold three percent of
their payments to contractors and
vendors.
The withholding provision was part of a
large tax package approved by Congress
in 2005, but would not begin until 2011.
The language in HR 3056 would delay
implementation of the mandate until
2012 and asks the General
Accountability Office (GAO) to conduct
a review of its potential effects on
governmental agencies. The original
2005 language was the result of a GAO
study that indicated that a number of
federal contractors were not paying taxes
on their income. In order to gain
revenue to offset tax breaks in the larger
bill, sponsors made the requirement
apply to state and local governments as
well.

WATER RESOURCES
Congress will wait to send WRDA to the
President until after SCHIP override
attempt. Although Congress approved
the 2007 Water Resources Development
Act (WRDA) on September 24, leaders
have yet to enroll the bill and send it to
the President for an expected veto. The
$23 billion WRDA bill authorizes
dozens of flood control, navigation, and
other water-related projects.
Democratic leaders in conference would
prefer to wait until after they have
attempted an override of the President’s
recent veto of legislation to extend the
State Children’s Health Insurance
Program (SCHIP).
The House is
scheduled to take up that effort on
October 18 and Democrats would like to
focus solely on that matter until then.
While chances of an override on SCHIP
may be remote, WRDA sponsors are
confident that they have the votes to
override that veto.
Both chambers
approved the conference report to the
WRDA bill by more than the two-thirds
majority necessary for an override, and a
number of Republicans have publicly
expressed their disappointment with the
President’s veto warning.
If WRDA is vetoed and the override is
successful, it would be the first such
instance in the Bush Presidency.

October 11, 2007

Roadway and Water Main Projects for Spring 2008 Construction

Pine Lake; 84th - 98th
98th; Old Cheney - Yankee Hill
Project #701769
The City of Lincoln will be hosting a public information open house. This meeting will
be held on Wednesday, October 17, 2007 from 5:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at Lux Middle
School, 7800 High Street.
The open house will give citizens the opportunity to learn about the projects and discuss
specific issues with City representatives and the design team. There will be no formal
presentation. Please come at your convenience during the open house hours and find out
about the future changes to Pine Lake Road between 84th Street and 98t Street and 98th
Street between Old Cheney and Yankee Hill.
For more information, you can contact one of the following people or visit
www.lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: pine lake).

Holly Lionberger
Engineering Services
Phone: (402) 441-8400

701769 Adv HL tdq.wpd

Gretchen Dolson
HDR Engineering Inc.
Phone: (402) 742-2902

October 16, 2007

Harris Overpass
Capital Improvement Project #701781
‘O’ Street; 2nd - 9th Streets
The City of Lincoln Public Works Engineering Services would like to take this opportunity to update
you on an upcoming project in your area. Cramer and Associates of Des Moines, IA has been awarded
the contract for the Harris Overpass capital improvement project.
On October 22, 2007 the prime contractor will have their sub-contractor, Dobson Brothers of Lincoln,
NE begin work on the water main relocation. This work will require the closure of the westbound
frontage road on ‘O’ Street between 8th and 9th Streets at 9:00 a.m. on Monday, October 22, 2007.
During the closure of the frontage road, access to adjacent parking lots and parking spaces will be
closed. This street closure will remain in effect until November 9, 2007 and will re-open for the last
football game weekend. Access to all parking areas and parking lots will be reestablished for the
November 10, 2007 weekend.
If you have any questions regarding this project, please contact the following people:

Larry G. Duensing
City of Lincoln, Engineering Services
441-8401
Kris Humphrey
City of Lincoln, Engineering Services
441-7592

701781 Adv LGD tdq.wpd

Marty Jorgensen
Cramer and Associates
515-238-5951
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MEMO

O F F I C E
To:
From:
Subject:
Date:
CC:

Robin Eschliman
David Landis
South Street
October 18, 2007

The South Street project includes paving, water main, stormwater and streetscape
improvements from 8th to 17th Street.
The Urban Development part of the project is authorized to be a total of $442,283. That
is $342,283 from previous budgets and $100,000 in the '08 budget available as of
September 1, 2008 . We have paid $74,000 of the design costs to Clark Enersen on
their bill of $94,392. We have also spent $248,977 on streetscape to Pavers, Inc..
Streetscape costs include: street furniture, ornamental lighting, planters, banners and
colored stamped concrete at 9th ,10th, 13th and 16th street intersections.
Public Works paid the other part of these costs. They have spent $2,527,146 of the
$2,968,985 contract with Pavers, Inc. Their responsibilities include all concrete,
asphalt, curb, gutter, sidewalks, stormwater and water lines and traffic signal poles.

David M Landis/Notes

To Tammy J Grammer/Notes

10/18/2007 01:09 PM

cc
bcc
Subject Re: REschlimanRFI#11

The memo sent earlier today left out some data I wrote. We are doing landscaping next year. We will let
the contact over the winter and the planting will be done first thing in the growing season. That contract
will be 100,000 and it is part of the '08 CIP. The total amounts don't change but there is this cost that will
be due in the coming year. Dave

WebForm
<none@lincoln.ne.gov>
10/12/2007 09:01 PM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc
bcc
Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council
Name:
Address:
City:

Scott Besch
443 S. 53rd Street
Lincoln, NE 68510

Phone:
Fax:
Email:

402-580-0686
lincolnigs@yahoo.com

Comment or Question:
Hello, I am with one of the local animal rescue groups and due to the number
of dogs that are given to the city shelter and to private groups or picked up
as strays, I would like to propose a city ordinance that pet stores cannot
sell dogs and cats in pet stores unless they are homeless pets. When people
go to pet stores they see dirty cages filled with terrified puppies and feel
they need to 'rescue' them from the situation. Due to this spur of the moment
decision they often end up with a dog that they do not want, which ends up
costing animal welfare groups and shelters money as well as the animals their
lives frequently. Unfortunately, by purchasing a puppy from these situations
it just opens the door for another animal to suffer the same conditions and
treatment.
As you may or may not be aware, most puppies and kittens for sale in pet
stores are from puppy mills. Puppy mills are facilities that mass produce
animals to sell to such stores with little regard for the animals' health,
genetics or disease testing. Pet stores CAN stay in business without selling
puppies or kittens, and Petco, Petsmart, K-9 Consultants, and many others are
examples of quality stores who do not need to sell dogs to stay in business.
I would like the opportunity to work with a city council member to show the
amount of community support that would be behind such an ordinance.
Additionally, I also would like to see that all animals sold online or in the
newspaper to people within the city require that the pets be fixed before
purchase. I think a chart on the Hearts United for Animals website
demonstrates the power of getting pets spayed or neutered. As you can see in
the link below, fixing 2000 dogs now can potentially save 600 unwanted puppies
from being born in first generation litters and many in further generations.
http://www.hua.org/spayneuter.html
Please feel free to contact me about how I can help further this important
cause. It can save the Humane Society and other groups a lot of money, time
and resources if passed.
Sincerely,
Scott Besch
A Responsible Pet Owner

WebForm
<none@lincoln.ne.gov>
10/13/2007 05:45 PM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc
bcc
Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council
Name:
Address:
City:

DOUG VANDERVORT
3210 CALVERT STREET
LINCOLN, NE 68502

Phone:
Fax:
Email:

402-770-7325
doug.vandervort@gmail.com

Comment or Question:
Dear Council Members,
Why does the City allow signs such as the ones Dr. John's has at 2929 NW 12th
St and 710 N 48th St?
I consider these signs to be boarder line Porn and should not be on public
display. I have grandchildren that see these signs and ask questions that
they should not be asking.
I am asking for the Council to get these signs removed and have the business
cover their windows as most Adult shops do.
Please respond.
Doug Vandervort

WebForm
<none@lincoln.ne.gov>
10/15/2007 10:07 AM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc
bcc
Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council
Name:
Address:
City:

Michelle Strand
600 S. 36th St.
Lincoln, NE 68510

Phone:
Fax:
Email:

402-770-2840
shelhusk@hotmail.com

Comment or Question:
My name is Michelle Strand and I am president of the Hawthorne PTO. In a
joint effort, the Hawthorne and Dawes communities are holding a public "Save
our Schools" rally. We are inviting all of you to attend. It will be held
Tuesday, October 16th (tomorrow) from 6-7pm at the First Covenant Church (60th
and L St). This is a chance for the entire city of Lincoln to show their
support of EVERY school.
THanks,
Michelle Strand
Hawthorne PTO President

WebForm
<none@lincoln.ne.gov>
10/15/2007 01:35 PM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc
bcc
Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council
Name:
Address:
City:

John R. Bieber
6341 Durango Court
Lincoln, NE 68516

Phone:
Fax:
Email:

402-499-2969
jcbieber@alltel.net

Comment or Question:
The city street department has put speed bumps on Browning Stree between 32nd
and 34th street. I can see no need for these as they are nothing more than an
inconvience for those of us who use this street. I assume the people who live
along there were complaining about the traffic on this street or the speed of
it. Well, hello, I have the same complaints for the area in which I live, but
there are no speed bumps there. In fact I believe the street department
should install speed bumps on all the streets in Lincoln as traffic in general
moves to fast for the skill level of the drivers in this town. As I know this
will not be done I request those speed bumps on Browning Street be removed.

AD D E N D U M
TO
D I R E C T O R S’ A G E N D A
MONDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2007
I.

MAYOR 1.

NEWS ADVISORY - RE: Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule Week of
October 20 through October 26, 2007 - Schedule subject to change.

2.

NEWS RELEASE - RE: Frontage Road Between 8th and 9th Streets North
Of “O” Street To Close For Water Main Construction.

II.

CITY CLERK - NONE

III.

CORRESPONDENCE A.

COUNCIL REQUESTS/CORRESPONDENCE -

JONATHAN COOK 1.

E-Mail from Alison Stewart - RE: Proposed new bus routes.

B.

DIRECTORS AND DEPARTMENT HEADS - NONE

C.

MISCELLANEOUS -

1.

2 E-Mail’s from Pat Schreurs - RE: Proposed new bus routes.

daadd102207/tjg

Date: October 19, 2007
Contact: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule
Week of October 20 through October 26, 2007
Schedule subject to change
Monday, October 22
Mayor’s Award of Excellence, presentation - 1:30 p.m., Council Chambers, County-City Building, 555 S. 10th St.

PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES DEPARTMENT
Engineering Services, 531 Westgate Blvd., Lincoln, NE 68528, 441-7711, fax 441-6576
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: October 19, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Kris Humphrey, Engineering Services, 441-7592
Larry Duensing, Engineering Services, 441-8401
Linda Beacham, The Schemmer Associates, 488-2500

FRONTAGE ROAD BETWEEN 8TH AND 9TH STREETS
NORTH OF "O" STREET TO CLOSE FOR WATER MAIN CONSTRUCTION
Beginning at 9 a.m. Monday, October 22, the frontage road between 8th and 9th streets on the north side of
"O" Street is scheduled to close for water main construction. The road is scheduled to remain closed until
Friday, November 9. Adjacent parking lots and alleys north of the frontage road will have access from 8th
Street during the closure period.
This water main construction is occurring as a result of and in advance of the Harris Overpass bridge project.
The Harris Overpass project is scheduled to begin on November 12 and will close “O” Street between 2nd
and 9th streets to traffic for about one year.
- 30 -

Alison Stewart
<astewart1@unl.edu>
10/21/2007 04:25 PM

To JCookCC@aol.com
cc council@lincoln.ne.gov
bcc
Subject Proposed new bus routes

History:

This message has been forwarded.

Dear Jonathan,
attached and below please find my ideas on why the new proposed bus routes should be tabled,
until there is further clarification.
Please note: I will be out of town this coming Wed.-Sunday.
Alison Stewart
- StarTran proposed new routes.doc

Dear Jonathan,
I write to encourage you to postpone voting on the proposed new bus routes for StarTran. I
outline my reasons below. Please note I was out of town and out of the country from March
through early July doing research while on sabbatical, thus the public meetings about the new
bus routes were unavailable to me.
I attended the City Council meeting on October 8 and listened carefully to the testimony of the
StarTran passengers who will be affected by the new routes. That both the Nebraska Federation
for the Blind and the StarTran driver’s union came out against the new routes made me pause
and wonder what kind of process took place that did not appear to include these two groups. I
was surprised that noone involved with the proposed routes announced what kind of fall-out of
ridership there would be for such new routes.I then spoke to two bus drivers on my route and
they both expressed concern that passenges in wheel chairs and those who are visually impaired
would need to walk farther than with the present routes. One also mentioned that she did not
believe the proposed new routes would be revenue neutral since they would take longer and need
bus drivers to work over-time.
Discussion followed with other passengers and it became clear that the maps of the proposed
routes on the StarTran website were not large enough and marked well enough for passengers to
know where precisely the routes would go. We wondered together whether it was true that all
passengers going downtown would be dropped off and need to transfer to another bus that would
make a loop through downtown. We wondered also whether there would be bus stops only at
the State Office Building and 11th and O, leaving the university bus riders without a bus stop.
Finally, we wondered whether the consultants had a preconceived idea of what bus service in
Lincoln should look like and turned that into the proposed plan. After looking once again at the
Brown proposed route on the website (and enlarging it considerably) and then reading the report
itself, it appears (and I stress appears) that the Brown route will actually go to the university. I

now wonder whether there will be several bus stops downtown, or whether that has been
re-thought. What also became clear by looking at the website is how difficult it is to find the
proposed new plan because of how it is labeled.
I clearly support StarTran and do not support budget cuts. I just wonder whether the benefits of
the new system have been made clear enough and whether they will make up for the
inconvenience of new routes for present riders.
If clarification to my questions above could be made by someone at StarTran, I would very much
appreciate it.
Sincerely,
Alison Stewart
10-21-07
2127 Park Ave.
Lincoln, NE 68502
Bus routes #16 and 3
Tel: 476-1703

Pat Schreurs
<paschreurs@prodigy.net>
10/19/2007 01:11 PM

To council@lincoln.ne.gov
cc
bcc
Subject bus

Dear Council Members:
I would appreciate that you leave buses the way they
are for several reasons:
1. There are people who have a learning disability
who only look for numbers of the bus that they need.
If things change, it will make it harder for those
people to get around as well as the rest of us who
rely on buses to get around.
2. If we would go by color code only, that will make
it difficult also for people who are color blind.
People who oare visually impaired, will only be able
to see the big numbers and not colors.
3. I hope that you will take this seriously and vote
for NOT MAKING any changes to the curreht bus system
as far as the way they are coded.
Thanks,
Pat Schreurs

Pat Schreurs
<paschreurs@prodigy.net>
10/19/2007 01:18 PM

To council@lincoln.ne.gov
cc
bcc
Subject bus

Dear Council Members:
Some of the buses need to be changed and re-routed for
the better of the city. Cutting back or eliminating
some of the routes that you want will not benefit the
city at all.
The 48th street shuttle will not benefit for the
better if the route is shortened instead of lengthened
like as in a compromise route that was stated in the
last meeting on the buses. The exteneded route system
for that bus will be good as there are getting to be a
lot of businesses out that way.
Grocery stores, a shopping mall, doctors, the heart
hospital, Nebraska Heart Institute and the such are
moving out that way. They are needing more space,
but, no where else to move or build. The same with
the North side of the city. It is becoming a bustling
part of the city as well.
The University Place needs to stay the same also,
because of the East CAmput part of the University.
Longe hours for the shuttle, Yippee!!! That will be
welcomed for those people who are employed downtown or
at the city camputs of the University who work at
night. They can go to work on the scooter and come
home on the scooter.

