IN LIEU OF

DIRECTORS’ MEETING
MONDAY, AUGUST 27, 2007

I.

MAYOR
1. NEWS RELEASE. Nebraska Task Force One Deploys to Fort Worth.
2. NEWS RELEASE. City Asks Residents for Help to Clear Fallen Tree Limbs.
3. NEWS RELEASE. Public Invited to Open House on Lincoln’s Public Transit-Human
Services Transportation Plan.
4. NEWS RELEASE. Clarifications to Release from August 21 (City Asks Residents for
Help to Clear Fallen Tree Limbs).

II.

DIRECTORS
FINANCE/BUDGET
1. August Sales Tax Reports:
a. Actual Compared to Projected Sales Tax Collections;
b. Gross Sales Tax Collections (With Refunds Added Back In) 2001-2002 Through
2006-2007;
c. Sales Tax Refunds 2002-2003 Through 2007-2008; and
d. Net Sales Tax Collections 2001-2002 Through 2006-2007.
HEALTH DEPARTMENT
1. NEWS RELEASE. Bat Tests Positive for Rabies in Lincoln.
PLANNING COMMISSION FINAL ACTION
1. Preliminary Plat No. 07003. Cedar Cove Townhomes. North 90th Street and Leighton
Avenue. Resolution No. PC-01070.
PLANNING
1. Special Permit No. 07026. AgeMark, Domiciliary Care Facility. South 25th and Old
Cheney Road. Resolution No. PC-01066.

III.

CITY CLERK

IV.

COUNCIL REQUESTS/CORRESPONDENCE

V.

MISCELLANEOUS
1. Email from Russell Miller. Lincoln Neighborhood Alliance thanks City Council for
Prioritizing Budget Dollars Towards Public Safety Over Funding Roads.
2. Email from Joe Beebe Commenting on Councilman Cook’s Behavior at Meeting.
3. Letter from People First of Lincoln Regarding Public Transportation and Handi-Van
Services, Signed by People First of Lincoln Members. (Each Council Member Received
Letter on 08/23/07)

VI.

ADJOURNMENT

W:\FILES\CITYCOUN\WP\da082707.wpdmmm

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 20, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: John Huff, Lincoln Fire and Rescue, 441-8351
Dave Norris, Citizen Information Center, 441-7547

NEBRASKA TASK FORCE ONE DEPLOYS TO FORT WORTH
FEMA to again fund entire local Hurricane Dean relief effort
Nebraska Task Force One, Lincoln Fire and Rescue’s Urban Search and Rescue Task Force, was activated
early Sunday morning and requested by the Federal Emergency Management Association (FEMA) to deploy
to Fort Worth, Texas in preparation for a potential relief effort as Hurrican Dean approaches the Gulf of
Mexico region. A total of 78 Nebraska Task Force One team members deployed Monday morning.
Nebraska Task Force One is one of six task forces deployed to a staging area in the gulf region in order to
have search and rescue resources readily available in preparation for Hurricane Dean.
All expenses for the local relief effort, including travel costs and lodging, will be reimbursed by FEMA.
“The entire cost for the task force deployment is paid by FEMA with no cost to the local community,” said
Lincoln Fire and Rescue Assistant Chief John Huff. “Costs that are covered by FEMA include all personnel
costs for both the deployment team personnel and any Lincoln Fire and Rescue personnel who cover for
individuals that are absent due to the task force response. This assures that the citizens of Lincoln will not
have service levels diminished as a result of personnel being on an urban search and rescue deployment.”
For more information on Lincoln Fire and Rescue’s urban search and rescue program, visit the City Web site
at lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: usar).
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PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT
2740 “A” Street, Lincoln, NE 68502, 441-7847, fax 441-8706
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 21, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Steve Schwab, City Arborist, 441-7036
Lynn Johnson, Parks and Recreation Director, 441-8265

CITY ASKS RESIDENTS FOR HELP TO CLEAR FALLEN TREE LIMBS
The Lincoln Parks and Recreation Department is asking Lincoln residents to help clear fallen limbs from
street trees on public rights of way.
Small branches and limbs can be left for pick up by refuse haulers on the normal day of garbage service.
Large fallen limbs can be reported to Community Forestry at 441-7035.
Residents who have downed utility lines or tree limbs resting on utility lines should contact the Lincoln
Electric System at 888-365-2412.
“Last year, our Community Forestry staff had nearly 2,500 calls regarding broken or fallen tree limbs,” said
Parks and Recreation Director Lynn Johnson. “Handling these calls takes time away from other essential
street tree maintenance work, such as trimming and dead tree removal. We really appreciate the assistance
of the public in helping us to reduce fuel consumption and equipment operating costs.”
For more information, see the City Web site at lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: trees) or contact Community
Forestry at 441-7035.
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URBAN DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
808 “P” Street, Suite 400, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7606, fax 441-8711
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 22, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Kathy Northrop, Urban Development, 441-7861

PUBLIC INVITED TO OPEN HOUSE ON LINCOLN’S
PUBLIC TRANSIT-HUMAN SERVICES TRANSPORTATION PLAN
The public is invited to an open house Tuesday, August 28 to review and comment on the draft of the
Coordinated Public Transit-Human Services Transportation Plan. The open house is from 4:30 to 6 p.m. at
the Bennett Martin Public Library Auditorium, 14th and “N” streets.
an assessment of transportation needs for individuals with disabilities, older adults and persons with
limited incomes;
an inventory of available services that identifies areas of redundant service and gaps in services;
strategies to address the identified gaps in service; and
priority implementation strategies.
The Coordinated Public Transit-Human Services Transportation Plan was created to guide the future use of
three sources of federal transit funds: the Elderly and Disabled Transportation Program, the Job Access and
Reverse Commute Program and the New Freedom Program. Projects funded by these programs are required
to be a part of a local plan.
The draft plan was developed by the Community Services Initiatives – Basic and Emergency Needs Coalition
for the Lincoln Metropolitan Planning Organization. It is available on the City Web site at lincoln.ne.gov
(keyword: MPO), by sending an e-mail request to urbandev@lincoln.ne.gov, or by calling (402) 441-7606.
Copies also are available at Bennett Martin Public Library.
Written comments can be submitted through Wednesday, September 5 through the MPO Web site; through email to urbandev@lincoln.ne.gov; or by mail to Urban Development Department, CSI Transportation Plan,
808 “P” Street, Suite 400, Lincoln, NE 68508.
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PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT
2740 “A”Street, Lincoln, NE 68502, 441-7847, fax 441-8706
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 22, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Jerry Shorney, Asst. Director, Park Operations, 441-8259
Lynn Johnson, Parks and Recreation Director, 441-8265

CLARIFICATIONS TO RELEASE FROM AUGUST 21 (BELOW)
Public trees are those that are in the public rights of way, generally between the sidewalk and the curb. The
Community Forestry section will only pick up limbs from these trees. All other trees are the responsibility
of the property owner. Residents who have structural damage from a street tree or safety concerns should
call the Lincoln Police non-emergency number at 441-6000.
Waste haulers differ on requirements and collection fees for disposal of branches. In general:
Large trees and branches (more than four inches in diameter) on private property can be cut up and
remove by a licensed tree arborist or taken by the homeowner for disposal. The disposal site, schedule
and fees can be found on the City Web site at lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: landfill).
Smaller trees, brush and branches (under four inches in diameter) from public or private property can
be cut into lengths of four-feet or less, secured and left for pickup by refuse haulers. Haulers may
charge additional fees for branch collection. Residents also may take branches to the landfill at
5101 North 48th Street with a pickup or small trailer. Yard waste (leaves, grass clipping) cannot be
thrown away with regular trash. For information on yard waste disposal, see lincoln.ne.gov
(keyword: yard waste).
For public trees, Community Forestry staff will leave logs in the right of way next to the sidewalk, and these
can be picked up for residents to use as firewood.
CITY ASKS RESIDENTS FOR HELP TO CLEAR FALLEN TREE LIMBS
The Lincoln Parks and Recreation Department is asking Lincoln residents to help clear fallen limbs from street trees on public
rights of way.
Small branches and limbs can be left for pick up by refuse haulers on the normal day of garbage service.
Large fallen limbs can be reported to Community Forestry at 441-7035.
Residents who have downed utility lines or tree limbs resting on utility lines should contact the Lincoln Electric System
at 888-365-2412.
“Last year, our Community Forestry staff had nearly 2,500 calls regarding broken or fallen tree limbs,” said Parks and Recreation
Director Lynn Johnson. “Handling these calls takes time away from other essential street tree maintenance work, such as
trimming and dead tree removal. We really appreciate the assistance of the public in helping us to reduce fuel consumption and
equipment operating costs.”
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Actual Compared to
Projected Sales Tax Collections
2006-07
PROJECTED
SEPTEMBER
$4,424,347
OCTOBER
$4,619,540
NOVEMBER
$4,619,540
DECEMBER
$4,321,330
JANUARY
$4,435,191
FEBRUARY
$5,628,031
MARCH
$4,115,294
APRIL
$3,909,258
MAY
$4,559,898
JUNE
$4,402,660
JULY
$4,446,036
AUGUST
$4,738,824
TOTAL

$54,219,949

2006-07
ACTUAL
$4,546,247
$4,545,825
$4,654,599
$4,270,321
$4,470,347
$5,666,534
$3,991,501
$3,888,098
$4,514,268
$4,478,219
$4,616,793
$4,317,734

VARIANCE
FROM
PROJECTED
$121,900
($73,715)
$35,059
($51,009)
$35,156
$38,503
($123,793)
($21,160)
($45,630)
$75,559
$170,757
($421,090)

$53,960,485

($259,464)

$ CHANGE % CHANGE
FR. 05-06
FR. 05-06
($3,081)
-0.07%
$81,321
1.82%
$29,295
0.63%
($234,764)
-5.21%
$397,158
9.75%
($57,964)
-1.01%
($90,537)
-2.22%
$93,621
2.47%
$137,465
3.14%
($47,311)
-1.05%
$1,224
0.03%
($616,289)
-12.49%
(309,861)

-0.69%

Actual collections through August are -0.48% less than projected collections.

CITY OF LINCOLN
GROSS SALES TAX COLLECTIONS
(WITH REFUNDS ADDED BACK IN)
2001-2002 THROUGH 2006-2007

SEPTEMBER

ACTUAL
2001-2002
$3,844,150

ACTUAL
2002-2003
$4,239,938

ACTUAL
2003-2004
$4,453,875

ACTUAL
2004-2005
$4,648,160

% CHG.
FR. PRIOR
YEAR
4.36%

ACTUAL
2005-2006
$4,630,210

% CHG.
FR. PRIOR
YEAR
-0.39%

ACTUAL
2006-2007
$4,573,597

% CHG.
FR. PRIOR
YEAR
-1.22%

OCTOBER

$4,116,763

$4,464,191

$4,670,587

$4,706,690

0.77%

$4,823,369

2.48%

$4,712,519

-2.30%

NOVEMBER

$4,125,824

$4,407,744

$4,526,166

$4,687,792

3.57%

$4,799,275

2.38%

$4,658,480

-2.93%

DECEMBER

$3,855,906

$4,034,958

$4,314,111

$4,500,338

4.32%

$4,511,403

0.25%

$4,445,761

-1.46%

JANUARY

$4,140,990

$4,046,633

$4,335,924

$4,264,010

-1.66%

$4,342,902

1.85%

$4,554,634

4.88%

FEBRUARY

$4,982,568

$5,224,986

$5,531,405

$6,086,841

10.04%

$5,797,893

-4.75%

$5,993,653

3.38%

MARCH

$3,908,567

$4,076,943

$3,980,041

$4,158,874

4.49%

$4,247,908

2.14%

$4,125,074

-2.89%

APRIL

$3,641,403

$3,711,803

$3,889,388

$4,097,988

5.36%

$3,991,159

-2.61%

$4,018,709

0.69%

MAY

$3,949,873

$4,184,028

$4,602,788

$4,730,317

2.77%

$4,543,369

-3.95%

$4,895,921

7.76%

JUNE

$3,856,119

$4,169,550

$4,599,245

$4,557,735

-0.90%

$4,539,614

-0.40%

$4,664,470

2.75%

JULY

$4,033,350

$4,105,554

$4,391,257

$4,519,466

2.92%

$4,655,061

3.00%

$4,772,617

2.53%

AUGUST

$4,231,174

$4,402,156

$4,893,438

$4,803,665

-1.83%

$4,991,723

3.91%

$4,887,329

-2.09%

TOTAL

$48,686,688

$51,068,484

$54,188,225

$55,761,877

2.90%
#DIV/0!

$55,873,886

0.20%
#DIV/0!

$56,302,764

0.77%
#DIV/0!
Year to date vs.
previous year
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CITY OF LINCOLN
SALES TAX REFUNDS
2002-2003 THROUGH 2007-2008
ACTUAL
2002-2003

ACTUAL
2003-2004

ACTUAL
2004-2005

ACTUAL
2005-2006

% CHG.
FR. PRIOR
YEAR

SEPTEMBER

($48,531)

($69,997)

($135,858)

($80,882)

-40.47%

($27,350)

-66.19%

OCTOBER

($64,605)

($110,193)

($165,219)

($358,866)

117.21%

($166,695)

-53.55%

NOVEMBER

($134,088)

($219,454)

($101,531)

($173,972)

71.35%

($3,881)

-97.77%

DECEMBER

($177,459)

($390,445)

($325,510)

($6,319)

-98.06%

($175,440)

2676.56%

JANUARY

($306,467)

($59,315)

($220,967)

($269,713)

22.06%

($84,287)

-68.75%

FEBRUARY

($61,404)

($323,218)

($394,324)

($73,395)

-81.39%

($327,119)

345.70%

MARCH

($17,601)

($22,759)

($99,240)

($165,869)

67.14%

($133,574)

-19.47%

APRIL

($281,861)

($199,018)

($69,900)

($196,682)

181.38%

($130,611)

-33.59%

MAY

($275,081)

($155,787)

($122,283)

($166,567)

36.21%

($381,653)

129.13%

JUNE

($138,914)

($194,593)

($34,811)

($14,085)

-59.54%

($186,252)

1222.34%

JULY

($563,339)

($42,086)

($162,998)

($39,492)

-75.77%

($155,825)

294.58%

AUGUST

($341,868)

($531,884)

($148,028)

($57,700)

-61.02%

($569,595)

887.17%

TOTAL

($2,411,218)

($2,318,751)

($1,980,668)

($1,603,541)

-19.04%

($2,342,280)

46.07%
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ACTUAL
2006-2007

% CHG.
FR. PRIOR
YEAR

ACTUAL
2007-2008

% CHG.
FROM PRIOR
YEAR

($90,282)

230.10%

($90,282)

230.10%
Year to date vs.
previous year

CITY OF LINCOLN
NET SALES TAX COLLECTIONS
2001-2002 THROUGH 2006-2007

SEPTEMBER

ACTUAL
2001-2002
$3,197,606

ACTUAL
2002-2003
$4,191,407

ACTUAL
2003-2004
$4,383,878

ACTUAL
2004-2005
$4,512,303

% CHG.
FROM PR.
YEAR
2.93%

ACTUAL
2005-2006
$4,549,328

% CHG.
FROM PR.
YEAR
0.82%

ACTUAL
2006-2007
$4,546,247

% CHG.
FROM PR.
YEAR
-0.07%

OCTOBER

$3,737,474

$4,399,587

$4,560,394

$4,541,471

-0.41%

$4,464,503

-1.69%

$4,545,825

1.82%

NOVEMBER

$3,993,488

$4,273,655

$4,306,712

$4,586,261

6.49%

$4,625,303

0.85%

$4,654,599

0.63%

DECEMBER

$3,615,893

$3,857,499

$3,923,666

$4,174,828

6.40%

$4,505,085

7.91%

$4,270,321

-5.21%

JANUARY

$4,066,908

$3,740,166

$4,276,609

$4,043,044

-5.46%

$4,073,189

0.75%

$4,470,347

9.75%

FEBRUARY

$4,473,291

$5,163,582

$5,208,187

$5,692,517

9.30%

$5,724,498

0.56%

$5,666,534

-1.01%

MARCH

$3,480,060

$4,059,342

$3,957,283

$4,059,634

2.59%

$4,082,038

0.55%

$3,991,501

-2.22%

APRIL

$3,307,525

$3,429,942

$3,690,371

$4,028,088

9.15%

$3,794,477

-5.80%

$3,888,098

2.47%

MAY

$3,773,581

$3,908,947

$4,447,001

$4,608,034

3.62%

$4,376,803

-5.02%

$4,514,268

3.14%

JUNE

$3,728,951

$4,030,637

$4,404,651

$4,522,924

2.69%

$4,525,529

0.06%

$4,478,219

-1.05%

JULY

$3,851,488

$3,542,215

$4,349,171

$4,356,468

0.17%

$4,615,569

5.95%

$4,616,793

0.03%

AUGUST

$4,167,224

$4,060,288

$4,361,554

$4,655,637

6.74%

$4,934,023

5.98%

$4,317,734

-12.49%

TOTAL

$45,393,489

$48,657,267

$51,869,477

$53,781,209

3.69%

$54,270,346

0.91%

$53,960,485

-0.57%
Year to date vs.
previous year
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 21, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Jim Weverka, Animal Control Manager, 441-7900

BAT TESTS POSITIVE FOR RABIES IN LINCOLN
A bat in Lincoln has tested positive for rabies. This is the second reported case of a bat testing
positive in 2007. The bat was found in a home in north Lincoln. There was no known human
exposure in the incident. The Animal Control division of the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health
Department picked up 176 bats for rabies testing between September 1st, 2006 and August 16th of
this year.
During the late summer and fall, it’s not uncommon for residents to find bats roosting in attics or
downspouts or flying in their living space. Many older homes can have bats in the attic; owners
should contact a professional wildlife management service for removal or exclusion. These
animals can squeeze through holes as small as ½ inch in diameter, so cover any openings in your
home or building where bats could enter. Place screens over windows that are frequently open;
this will not only keep bats from entering your home but reduce the number of insects that get
inside, including mosquitoes that may carry the West Nile Virus.
Like all mammals, bats can contract rabies. Less than one percent of rabid bats bite humans or
other animals. To ensure safety, Lincoln Animal Control reminds citizens to never handle or pick
up any bat. Stay away from any bat that is lying on the ground or acting strangely. If you find a
bat inside your home, confine it to one room if possible, shut the door, and call Animal Control
at 441-7900 for removal. If you have had contact with a bat, or you suspect your pet has had
contact, contact Animal Control immediately.
Jim Weverka, Animal Control manager, states, “The best way to reduce your risk of contracting
rabies is to never handle a bat. Remember, all dogs, cats and ferrets must receive their first rabies
vaccination at 3 months of age. If left untreated, rabies is fatal.” State regulations require any
unvaccinated dog, cat or ferret be placed under observation at a veterinary clinic for 6 months if
the pet comes into contact with a rabid animal. Lincoln Animal Control urges pet owners to
contact their veterinarian and find out when their pet’s rabies vaccination shot needs to be
renewed.

###

Russell Miller
<neb31340@alltel.net>
08/21/2007 09:46 AM

To council@lincoln.ne.gov
cc
bcc
Subject Thank You from Lincoln Neighborhood Alliance

1001 S. 37th Street
Lincoln, NE 68510
August 16, 2007
Lincoln City Council
555 South 10th Street
Lincoln, NE 68508
RE:

City of Lincoln Budget

Dear City Council Members:
The Lincoln Neighborhood Alliance (LNA) would like to express our
gratitude to our elected city council members who honored their
campaign promises and prioritized placing budget dollars towards
public safety departments over funding roads.
While expanding the road network is a sign of growth, we must
continue to support our core city functions, especially during budget
downtimes. After all, if the center of the tree is damaged or
rotten, it may look good from the outside, but the first windstorm
will blow it over.
Regards,

Russell Miller
Lincoln Neighborhood Alliance Chairman
cc:

Mayor Chris Beutler

WebForm
<none@lincoln.ne.gov>

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc

08/21/2007 03:17 PM

bcc
Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council
Name:
Address:
City:

Joe Beebe
5411 Limestone Rd. N.
Lincoln, NE. 68512-1114

Phone:
Fax:
Email:

402-770-4337
jbeebe@neb.rr.com

Comment or Question:
Mr Camp
As a voter from the district of Johathan Cook I would like to apoligize to you
for the terrible childish behavior of my City Council Rep. His behavior is as
of a 10 year old child who never gets his own way,and does not represent the
feelings or sentiments of this and I would bet of many of the voters of his
district. I agree with you that he owes you an apology and am willing to bet
he doesn't have the backbone to give you one. I beleive he is not representing
the people of Lincoln at all and should be ashamed of himself. You do an
outstanding job of trying to look out for the citizens of Lincoln and while I
don't always agree with everything you do I feel you always do what you think
is best for the Citizens of Kincoln as do most all of the City Council. It is
awful that one child can ruin all the good work all the rest of you do.
Thnak You for serving and God bless yu for putting up with the baby.
Joe Beebe

AD D E N D U M
TO
D I R E C T O R S’ A G E N D A
MONDAY, AUGUST 27, 2007
I.

MAYOR 1.

NEWS RELEASE - RE: Mayor Beutler Strengthening City’s Economic
Development Efforts.

2.

NEWS RELEASE - RE: Mayor’s State Of The City Address To Focus On Future
- Public is invited to speech and reception August 30.

3.

NEWS ADVISORY - RE: Mayor Chris Beutler will announce the appointment of
a new Fire Chief at a news conference at 1:30 pm on 08/24/07.

4.

NEWS ADVISORY - RE: Lincoln’s new Fire Chief will be available to talk to
the media during a conference call at 3:30 pm on 08/24/07.

5.

NEWS RELEASE - RE: Mayor Says Traffic Improvements will Greet State Fair
and Husker Fans.

6.

Street Traffic Release from Nebraska Department of Roads - RE: Traveling to
Lincoln? Labor Day Holiday, State Fair, Husker Home Games.

7.

NEWS RELEASE - RE: Mayor Beutler Names New Fire Chief.

8.

NEWS ADVISORY - RE: Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule Week of August 25
through 31, 2007 - Schedule subject to change.

II.

CITY CLERK - NONE

III.

CORRESPONDENCE A.

COUNCIL REQUESTS/CORRESPONDENCE - NONE

B.

DIRECTORS AND DEPARTMENT HEADS - NONE

C.

MISCELLANEOUS -

1.

Letter from Martin E. Rasch Jr. - RE: The City Budget of the Fire Dept.

2.

E-Mail from Jennifer Buxton, LAPHDC- RE: Joint Press Conference with Mayor
Chris Beutler and Lincoln Action Program Housing Development Corporation on
08/30/07/ at 10:00 a.m. at Pentzer Park.
daadd082707/tjg

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 23, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831
Rick Hoppe, Mayor’s Office, 441-7511

MAYOR BEUTLER STRENGTHENING
CITY’S ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT EFFORTS
Mayor Chris Beutler today announced that he is reorganizing the City’s economic development team and
will develop a new plan to create and retain jobs.
“Changes to the national and state economy demand a new economic development vision for Lincoln’s
future,” said Mayor Beutler. “Over the next 90 days, I will develop a new plan to meet a dynamic
economic landscape and give Lincoln a new direction.”
Beutler said he has already taken three steps to strengthen the City’s economic development efforts:
The creation of a Mayor’s Opportunities for a Vibrant Economy or MOVE Council, to examine policy
and plan for the future. Beutler said the MOVE Council, created in May, already has made an
important contribution on a key economic development tool. “I plan to use the Council’s help to
develop more of our City’s ‘big picture,’” he said.
The appointment of former State Senator Dave Landis as Director of the City’s Urban Development.
“Dave crafted several of Nebraska’s economic incentive programs at the State level, and I want to use
his experience to make our City more aggressive and creative in attracting new projects,” Beutler said.
The initiation of a process to create a centralized development services center to cut red tape and speed
business growth and job creation.
“Now, it is time to thoroughly examine the City’s economic development plan, integrate it closely with the
work of Lincoln’s private sector efforts, and develop a new model that reflects our goals for the future,”
Beutler said.
Beutler said he will discontinue the economic development position in the Mayor’s office until determining
what that role will involve in the future. “Unfortunately, this means the City will lose the services Darl
Naumann, who has been has been a champion for job growth for the past five years,” he said. “Darl has
been instrumental in the addition of several thousand jobs. We are grateful for the hard work of an
outstanding public servant.”
- more -

Economic Development
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Naumann was hired in 2002 as the Economic Development Coordinator for the City, Lancaster County and the
Lincoln Electric System. Beutler said it was inappropriate to keep funding the position and unfair to Naumann
to keep his future in limbo. “I’m considering an option to move this position to the private sector to eliminate
duplication and provide more cohesion in our contacts with potential businesses.”
Beutler said he is looking forward to working with the Chamber of Commerce, the Lincoln Partnership for
Economic Development, the Lincoln Independent Business Association, the Lincoln Board of Realtors, the
Home Builders Association of Lincoln and other partners to create an economic development plan that further
strengthens the community.
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MAYOR’S STATE OF THE CITY ADDRESS TO FOCUS ON FUTURE
Public is invited to speech and reception August 30
Mayor Chris Beutler will deliver his State of the City address at 3 p.m. Thursday, August 30 in the City
Council Chambers, 555 South 10th Street. The public is invited to attend the speech.
It also will be carried live on 5 CITY-TV, the government access cable channel and on the City Web site,
lincoln.ne.gov. The public also is invited to a reception immediately following the speech just outside the
Mayor’s Office on the second floor of the County-City Building.
In previous years, the State of the City address was combined with the release of the City budget. This
year, Mayor Beutler gave a budget presentation July 9 and chose to deliver the State of the City address to
coincide with the beginning of the City’s new fiscal year September 1.
“Because of the budget situation, I wanted to focus solely on City finances during my remarks in July,”
said Mayor Beutler. “In my first State of the City address, I will take a more broad look at my vision for
how we can best plan for Lincoln’s future.”
Free public parking is available in the lot north of the County-City Building, across “K” Street.
The parking gate on the lot will be open, so drivers do not need to get a pass to exit.
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Mayor Chris Beutler will announce the appointment of a new Fire Chief at a news conference
at 1:30 p.m. TODAY, Friday, August 24 in Room 113 of the County-City Building,
555 South 10th Street.
The announcement will be carried live on 5 CITY-TV. The new Fire Chief will not attend the
news conference, but a photo and phone number will be provided.

MAYOR CHRIS BEUTLER
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Lincoln’s new Fire Chief will be available to talk to the media during a conference call at
3:30 p.m. CDT Friday, August 24.
To be connected, call 402-472-0060. This call is for MEDIA ONLY, and the number should
not be distributed. The line will open up just a few minutes before 3:30. Call this line directly.
Do NOT transfer calls to this line because it will cause the system to lock up. If you will be
typing during the call, please mute your phone for the benefit of those recording.
Mayor Beutler’s news conference is still scheduled for 1:30 p.m. today in Room 113 at the
County-City Building. A photo of the new Fire Chief will be e-mailed.

August 23, 2007
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Traveling to Lincoln?
Labor Day Holiday, State Fair, Husker Home Games . . .
According to the Nebraska Department of Roads, there are no detours on state
highways in the Lincoln area but there are highway improvement projects underway. Plan
ahead and drive safely through the following work zones.

I-80
Two lanes are open in each direction on I-80 with reduced speed limits in the following
construction locations: Ruff Road to the Platte River Bridge west of Omaha; Greenwood
interchange; 176th Street over I-80 near Waverly; Waverly interchange bridges; I-180
interchange to 56th Street and US-77 south interchange to I-180 interchange. Travelers from
west of Lincoln will need to exit I-80, in to Lincoln, using exits other than the US-77 SB exit, as
that ramp is closed.

Lincoln Area Highways
US-34 Lincoln west construction zone NW 31st to NW 70th – one lane is open in each
direction; US-6 between Lincoln and Emerald - 10 foot lane open in each direction; US-77
Lincoln west and south (Warlick Blvd. to N-33) southbound lanes only – both lanes are open.
On N-50 north and south of Weeping Water - bridge work requires a signal to control
one-lane traffic over bridge, may cause delays. Work on Hwy. 75, south of Plattsmouth, has
lane closures, flaggers and a pilot car, may cause delay.

Farther West
There will be Interstate 80 lane closures, after the Labor Day Holiday weekend, west of
Kearney, from the Elm Creek interchange west to the Odessa interchange.
#MORE#
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Plan Time, Pay Attention
All motorists are urged to pay close attention to their driving duties and slow down when
approaching highway work zones.
To check your travel routes before you leave home, log on to
www.nebraskatransportation.org and check the Traveler Information Portal, the 511 – Current
Travel Map, Current Weather or any other information on the State Roads Department website.
#NDOR#
Contact:
MJ Hall Oie at (402) 479-4512.

NR405
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MAYOR BEUTLER NAMES NEW FIRE CHIEF
Mayor Chris Beutler today named Niles Ford, Deputy Fire Chief in Fulton County, Atlanta, Georgia, as the
City of Lincoln’s new Fire Chief. Ford will begin his new job with Lincoln Fire and Rescue (LFR) October 1.
“Chief Ford brings the skills, abilities and experience to lead LFR into the future and continue its sterling
reputation for quick response and outstanding medical care,” said Mayor Beutler. “I chose Chief Ford
because he is a fire administration professional and will keep the LFR budget lean and efficient. He has an
extensive educational background in fire management, personnel and human resources. He also understands
emergency response and what it takes to save lives.
“Chief Ford will be an agent of change for this department,” Beutler said. “Change requires strong leadership.
But it also requires a commitment from the rest of us to support change. We can have the best fire department
in the nation, but it will take positive support from the entire community to make it happen.”
“I am humbled and honored to lead the Lincoln Fire and Rescue Department,” said Ford. “It is my mission to
ensure that we, as members of this great fire service organization, strive continuously to achieve the highest
level possible of all risk, all hazard response and patient transport and care. I would like to thank the Mayor,
City officials, the selection committee and most importantly, the people of Lincoln for allowing me to be Fire
Chief of this great Fire Department. I will work every day to make sure I am worthy of their trust.”
Ford has 16 years of experience in public safety, fire suppression and investigation, emergency medical
service, training and management. He has been Fulton County’s Deputy Fire Chief - Logistics, Support
Services, Safety and Member Services since 2003. In that position, he manages and directs administration, an
annual budget of $36 million, information technology and logistics. He also is responsible for human
resource management, training, recruitment and development for the 447 members of the department.
His previous experience includes positions as Captain, Firefighter/Medic, Program Director/Instructor, Lt.
Fire Investigator/Inspector, Paramedic and Public Safety Dispatcher in three Alabama communities –
Bessemer, Adamsville and Birmingham.
- more -
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Ford is finishing his thesis for a doctorate in Organization and Management from Capella University in
Minneapolis, Minnesota. He has created courses in Fire Service Operations and Personnel Management. Ford
also earned a master’s degree in Management from Faulkner University, Montgomery, Alabama; a bachelor’s
degree in Public Administration from Athens State University, Athens, Alabama; and an associate degree in Fire
Science from Lawson State Community College in Birmingham, Alabama.
Mayor Beutler thanked the members of the Fire Chief Selection Committee for their work on the process. The
committee evaluated the 18 applicants for the position. Two local personnel evaluation firms, HRConnex and
Talent Plus, also interviewed and evaluated the finalists. Talent Plus had a contract with the City to assess the
administrative, management and supervisory positions in LFR; to identify improvements in business
operations; and to develop an ongoing management and leadership program for LFR. Beutler said the
information will be important to Ford as he makes changes to strengthen the department.
Beutler praised Danny Wright, who has served as Interim Chief since November 2006. Wright will return to
his former position as Deputy Chief of the Training Division. “Dan was asked to assume a tough job in the
aftermath of the dismissal of the former chief,” said Beutler. “Every eye in the City was on him and he
responded well. Largely because of Dan’s leadership, our City ambulance fund is operating in the black. This
City owes him a tremendous debt.”
Beutler also thanked the men and women of LFR for their professionalism. “Now it is time for this community
to unite behind Chief Ford, to unite behind our Fire Department, and put the past where it belongs, in the past,”
said Mayor Beutler. “If we are to move forward, we must look forward. A city of the future cannot be chained
to the controversies of the past.
Ford’s annual salary will be $113,000.
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Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule
Week of August 25 through 31, 2007
Schedule subject to change
Saturday, August 25
Rotary #14 new international student picnic for first-year students from area colleges - 12:15 p.m., Holmes Lake area 2,
70th Street and Normal Blvd.
Tuesday, August 28
International visitors from Russia - 9:30 a.m., Mayor’s Conference Room, County-City Building, 555 S. 10th St.
Wednesday, August 29
Planning Commission meeting, plaque presentations to outgoing commissioners - 1 p.m., Council Chambers,
County-City Building
Groundbreaking for College of Hair Design, remarks - 91st Street and Highway 2 (near Menards)
Thursday, August 30
News conference - 10 a.m., topic and location to be announced
Mayor’s “State of the City” address - 3 p.m., Council Chambers
“State of the City” reception - 4 p.m., lobby outside the Mayor’s Office, County-City Building

"Jennifer Buxton"
<jbuxton@lincoln-action.org>
08/27/2007 02:40 PM

To
cc
bcc
Subject Press Conference invitation

Joint Press Conference with Mayor Chris Beutler and Lincoln Action Program Housing
Development Corporation
Please join us on Thursday, August 30, 10 a.m., at Pentzer Park (North 27th and Potter
Streets) for a joint press conference with Mayor Chris Beutler and Lincoln Action
Program Housing Development Corporation (LAPHDC).
Mayor Chris Beutler and Ms. Jennifer Buxton, LAPHDC Executive Director, will be
announcing the receipt of three grant awards from the Nebraska Department of Economic
Development . These three grant awards, totaling over $898,000, will directly benefit
Lincoln's Clinton and Hartley Neighborhoods. Funding for these grants, which was made
possible through the Nebraska Affordable Housing Trust Fund, will assist LAPHDC in
implementing the following neighborhood programs:
z

An existing program in the Clinton neighborhood will benefit from a $373,400 grant to
help purchase, rehabilitate and resell seven homes.

z

A new program in the Hartley neighborhood will benefit from a $266,300 grant to help
purchase, rehabilitate and resell four homes.

z

A new program in the Clinton neighborhood will benefit from a $258,500 grant to help
rehabilitate nine owner-occupied houses.

Questions on the joint press conference may be directed to Jennifer Buxton, LAPHDC, at
471-4515, ext. 110 or jbuxton@lincoln-action.org .
In case of rain, the joint press conference will be held at the Police Station on Holdrege
and 27th Streets in the conference room.
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