DIRECTORS’ MEETING
MONDAY, APRIL 9, 2007
11:00 AM
COUNTY/CITY BUILDING
CONFERENCE ROOM 113
I.

MAYOR
1. Tickets on Sale for the Mayor’s Interfaith Prayer Breakfast, Thursday, May 3, 2007.
2. NEWS ADVISORY. News Conference with Mayor Seng Discussing Energy
Conservation, Energy Costs. Thursday, April 5, 2007, 10:00 a.m. County-City
Building.
3. City of Lincoln Proclamation. National Telecommunicator’s Week.
4. NEWS RELEASE. City Conducts Street Light Test for Possible Money and Energy
Savings.
5. NEWS RELEASE. Lincoln Awarded $1.5 Million in Homeless Grants.
6. Results of Drinking Water Samples Tested for Total Coliform and E. Coli Bacteria
by the Colilert®Method of Analysis.
6. NEWS RELEASE. Hours Extended for Waste Disposal Sites.
7. NEWS RELEASE. Clean Your Files Week Begins April 22, 2007.
8. Washington Report, March 30, 2007.

II.

DIRECTORS
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
1. Letter to Dr. Susan Gourley, Lincoln Public Schools, from County Commissioner
Larry Hudkins. Prospective Schools Location Map.
FINANCE
1. Budget Information Comparing Forecasted Budget Amounts to Final Adopted
Budget Amounts Requested by Councilwoman Robin Eschliman.
HEALTH
1. NEWS RELEASE. Help Keep Lincoln and Lancaster County Clean.
2. Physician Advisory on 2006-2007 Influenza Season.
3. NEWS RELEASE. Recognizing National Public Health Week (April 2-8) and Local
Preparations for Public Health Emergencies.
4. Health Department to Target Low-Income Uninsured for Flu Shots.
PLANNING COMMISSION
1. Stone Ridge Estates 4th Addition, Final Plat #07011, Generally Located at Andrea
Place and Hollynn Lane.
2. Letter of Withdrawal. Waiver No. 06009, Bill #07R-18. Currently on Council
Pending List.

PLANNING COMMISSION FINAL ACTION
1. Special Permit No. 07005. Yankee Hill Townhomes Community Unit Plan. 84th and
Yankee Hill Road.
WOMEN’S COMMISSION
1. Director’s Report for March 2008.
III.

CITY CLERK

IV.

COUNCIL REQUESTS/CORRESPONDENCE
1. Letter from Lincoln City Council to the Public Service Commission. Concerns about
recent increase in order to subsidize telephone service in rural areas.
2. Correspondence from Pierson Fitchett Law Firm to Roy and Carolyn Wolgamott
regarding Sid Dillon Lighting with attachment letter from Marvin Krout, Planning
Director.
ROBIN ESCHLIMAN
1. Request to Don Herz, Finance Director - RE: Keno Funds (Eschliman RFI#7 04/03/07) - SEE RESPONSE FROM DON HERZ, CITY FINANCE
DIRECTOR ON ESCHLIMAN RFI#7.
ANNETTE MCROY
1. Letter from Kim Sturzenegger. Process of Selection Design and Developer for
Project at 14th and “Q” Streets.

V.

MISCELLANEOUS
1.
Email from Wayne Boles. FireWorks Egress. Traffic Signs Needed.
2a. Email from Shannon McGovern. Drag Strip in Cass County?
2b. Email from Shannon McGovern. Omaha World Herald article.
3.
Letter from business owners in the area of Plum to South Streets, 14th to 15th
Streets. Construction parking decisions affecting business owners.
4.
Newspaper article and note with locations regarding graffiti from anonymous
contributor.
5.
Interlinc Action Center. Correspondence from Terri Vrchota. Problems with Time
Warner.
6.
Email from Nebraska Economic Support Team. Motorsports locations consultants.

VI.

ADJOURNMENT
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120
DATE: April 4, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

Mayor Coleen J. Seng will have a news conference at 10 a.m. Thursday, April 5 just outside
the Mayor’s Office on the second floor of the County-City Building, 555 South 10th Street.
The Mayor will discuss energy conservation and ways to reduce energy costs. She also will
issue a proclamation for National Telecommunicator’s Week and recognize the local agencies
that have been awarded federal grants to serve the homeless.

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 S. 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: April 5, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831
Scott Opfer, Public Works, 441-7851
Todd Hall, Lincoln Electric System, 473-3282

CITY CONDUCTS STREET LIGHT TEST
FOR POSSIBLE MONEY AND ENERGY SAVINGS
Mayor Coleen J. Seng announced the City will test a light-emitting diode (LED) street light to evaluate
the technology and its energy efficiency and to determine how its payback may reduce electricity costs and
light pollution compared to current street lights. The City Public Works and Utilities Department asked
the Lincoln Electric System (LES)
to test the LED streetlight technology.
The Lumecon Company of Farmington Hills, Michigan donated the LED light for the test. The test will
occur on Indigo Court, seven blocks north of Superior and 20th streets. LES has measured the light
output of the current high pressure sodium vapor streetlight at that location and plans to retro-fit the LED
fixture. The test will continue for two months, and a measurement will be made of the light output of the
LED streetlight. Area residents are encouraged to comment.
“The City has cut electricity usage and saved $30,000 by converting most of the City’s 406 traffic signals
and 2,411 pedestrian signals to LED lights,” Seng said. “The test results help the City know if is it
economically feasible to begin using LED streetlights or if we should wait until the technology and
payback are better.”
Lincoln has 27,550 streetlights. In 2006, the City of Lincoln paid $745,000 to light the City’s streets.
Preliminary tests of LED street lights in other communities show that energy savings could be 20 percent.
According to reports, Ann Arbor, Michigan conducted a similar test
and figured a three-year payback compared to metal halide lights streetlights.
In addition, significant savings on maintenance costs could also be realized if the LED technology lives up
to the manufacturer’s claims of a 10- to12-year life span. High pressure sodium vapor lights used in most
of the current street lights typically last four to five six years.
- more -

LED Street Lights
April 5, 2007
Page Two
City Councilman Dan Marvin and Mayor Seng have been discussing ways to lower electric usage to
reduce the amount of higher priced electricity LES has had to purchased as a result of the storm damage to
the high power electric transmission lines during the winter.
“If we can reduce the usage, we might be able to shorten how long the temporary rate surcharge would be
needed,” Marvin said.
Seng said she has asked LES officials to work with City Departments on ways to reduce overall electricity
usage in delivering City services. Public Works could determine if money can be saved without reducing
safety by setting some traffic lights on a flashing mode between 2 a.m. and 6 a.m. or dimming some street
lights overnight.
“The City should set an example and reduce electricity usage for two important reasons - it’s better for the
environment and it saves money,” Seng said.
“Every minute that a machine is off saves energy and lowers costs,” Marvin said.
Seng said she will issue a memo reminding City employees to always turn off all lights and electrical items
when the room is not in use; to turn off computers, monitors and printers every night and on the weekends;
and to set the “wait time” on personal computers to five minutes or less before the monitor shuts off
automatically; and to not use screen savers. With more than
1,500 computers used by the City, this could potentially save thousands of dollars.
One way citizens can help reduce electricity consumption is by following any of the tips suggested by LES
and using compact fluorescent bulbs. The bulbs use less electricity and last seven to 10 times longer than
incandescent bulbs.
“We live in an electronic age and use a lot of electricity. Locally we have some of the lowest electricity
rates in the nation, but that should not deter anyone from being energy wise and saving money. These are
simple ways to lower costs and conserve,” Seng said.
- 30 -

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 S. 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: April 5, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831
Bradd Schmeichel, Urban Development, 441-7856
Reginald Robinson, HUD, Omaha, 492-3138

LINCOLN AWARDED $1.5 MILLION IN HOMELESS GRANTS
Mayor Coleen J. Seng today announced that local agencies serving the homeless have been awarded
$1,525,030 million in federal grants. The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)
awards “Continuum of Care” grants through a competitive process. The grants provide permanent and
transitional housing as well as job training, health care, mental health counseling, substance abuse
treatment and child care.
“The latest homeless survey indicates that there are more than 800 homeless people in our community,”
said Mayor Seng. “I commend the members of the Lincoln-Lancaster County Homeless Coalition for
achieving the highest score in the state on these competitive grants. Because of their hard work, this
community is able to do more to meet the needs of our homeless population.”
A new grant was awarded this year to a partnership between CenterPointe Inc. and the City of Lincoln for
the Shelter Plus Care project. CenterPointe will administer the $89,760 grant to provide four units of
permanent housing for chronically homeless individuals with serious mental illness or substance abuse
disorders.
All other grants received by Lincoln agencies are renewals:
CenterPointe, Inc. - $187,612 for its GlidePATH Transitional Housing Project (22 beds); and $443,273
for its Adult and Youth Residential Program (25 beds).
Lincoln Action Program (LAP) - $449,539 for LAP’s Supportive Housing Project, which provides
leasing assistance for 55 housing units across the City.
Saint Monica’s - $140,456 for the Women in Transition program, which provides transitional housing
and services for 13 women and their children.
CEDARS Youth Services - $130,707 for the New Futures project which provides transitional housing
for four homeless pregnant and parenting teen-agers and their children.
Catholic Social Services - $93,683 for the Transitions project, which serves seven families
- more -

Homeless Grants
April 5, 2007
Page Two
The local agencies that provide services to those in need are members of the Lincoln Lancaster County
Homeless Coalition, founded in the mid-1980s. The Coalition formed a Continuum of Care Planning and
Evaluation Committee in 1996 to submit the application for federal funds, to identify service gaps, to
coordinate the “Point in Time Count” of the homeless and to conduct peer review of service providers.
The total in grants awarded to Nebraska agencies is $4.4 million. Details on the HUD grants can be found
at www.hud.gov/offices/cpd/homeless/budget/2004/index.cfm.
- 30 -

PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES DEPARTMENT
Solid Waste Operations, 2400 Theresa Street, Lincoln, NE 68521, 441-7548, fax 441-8735
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: April 2, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Karla Welding, Solid Waste Operations, 441-7867

HOURS EXTENDED FOR WASTE DISPOSAL SITES
New longer operating hours for the North 48th Street and Bluff Road waste disposal sites will take effect
Sunday, April 15.
The site at 5101 North 48th Street will be open until 4:15 p.m. Monday through Friday. It previously
closed at 3 p.m. The hours will remain unchanged on Saturday (6:45 a.m. to 3 p.m.) and Sunday (6:45
a.m. to noon).
The site at 6001 Bluff Road will be open until 3 p.m. on Saturday, instead of closing at
1 p.m. Sunday hours will be 6:45 a.m. until noon. The hours for the Bluff Road site will remain
unchanged Monday through Friday (6:45 a.m. to 4:15 p.m.).
For more information on Solid Waste Operations, call the Bluff Road Gatehouse at 441-8102 or visit the
City Web site at lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: waste).
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PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES DEPARTMENT
Recycling Office, 2400 Theresa Street, Lincoln, NE 68521, 441-7043
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: April 2, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Gene Hanlon, Recycling Coordinator, 441-7043
Kari Rohren, WasteCap Nebraska, 434-7376

“CLEAN YOUR FILES WEEK” BEGINS APRIL 22
The eighth annual “Clean Your Files Week” in Lincoln is set for Sunday, April 22 through Saturday, April
28. The program supports Earth Day by offering office workers the opportunity to empty file drawers and
fill recycling bins. Recyclable items include computer paper, letterhead, white and colored ledger paper,
phone books, cards and envelopes.
City Recycling Coordinator Gene Hanlon said that in the first seven years of “Clean Your Files Week,”
businesses, government, office buildings and educational institutions have recycled more than 270,000
pounds of paper. He said the goals of the event are to increase the recovery of office paper and to teach
people how to recycle at work every day. The business and organizations collecting the most office paper
per employee will receive plaques recognizing them for their efforts.
Individuals with home businesses also are encouraged to participate. They can deposit their old files in the
residential mixed paper recycling container at recycling drop-off sites located throughout the City. The
location of drop-off sites and other recycling information can be found on the City Web site, lincoln.ne.gov
(keyword: recycle), and on page 53 in the blue pages in the Windstream phone directory.
From 9 a.m. to noon Saturday, April 28, residents can have up to 75 pounds of sensitive documents
shredded at no cost at three locations in Lincoln:
Recycling Enterprises, 3900 Industrial Avenue
Midland Recycling, 440 “J” Street
Shredding Solutions mobile unit at SouthPointe Pavilions (parking lot east of Famous Dave’s at
27th and Pine Lake Road)
“Clean Your Files Week” is organized by Recycling at Work, a campaign of the National Office Paper
Recycling Project. This is a public-private partnership managed by the U.S. Conference of Mayors, with
the help of “Clean Your Files” national sponsors. Local sponsors include the City of Lincoln, Midland
Recycling and WasteCap Nebraska.
To learn more about “Clean Your Files Week” or to register your business, call 441-8215 or 436-2383.
- 30 -

CITY OF
LINCOLN
Washington
Office

WASHINGTON REPORT

Volume 13, Issue 12
March 30, 2007
INSIDE:

CONGESS BEGINS SPRING RECESS

BUDGET .....................................1
TRANSPORTATION..................1
HOUSING ...................................2
WATER RESOURCES ...............2
PUBLIC SAFETY .......................2
GRANT OPPORTUNITIES........3

_________

Washington Report
_________
Archived at:
www.capitaledege.com/
archive.html
_________
Carolyn C. Chaney
Washington Assistant
chaney@capitaledge.com

Christopher F. Giglio
giglio@capitaledge.com

Amanda Carvajal
acarvajal@capitaledge.com

1212 New York Ave., NW
Suite 250
Washington, DC 20005
(202) 842-4930
Fax: (202) 842-5051

BUDGET
Senate approves supplemental spending bill
while House passes FY 2008 budget
resolution. The House and Senate this week
approved two major budget-related measures
for House-Senate conference committees,
setting up showdowns with the Bush
Administration over several spending items.
The Senate approved a $123 billion
supplemental appropriations bill for FY 2007
that closely resembles the version approved
by the House last week. While the HouseSenate conference committee on the bill is
likely to go smoothly, President Bush has
vowed to veto the measure if it comes to his
desk containing any language that places
restrictions on overseas military operations.
Both the House and Senate bills contain
provisions calling for a phased withdrawal of
troops from Iraq, and Democratic leaders in
both chambers maintain the language will
remain in some form in the version that is
sent to the President.
The supplemental bills also contain
“emergency” funding (meaning it does not
count against the budget deficit) for Gulf
Coast recovery, agricultural assistance, and
base closure activities, to name a few.
Neither the House nor the Senate have “vetoproof” majorities that would give them the
two-thirds vote necessary to override a
Presidential veto, so negotiations over this
supplemental spending bill could stretch out
for several weeks.
Meanwhile, the House narrowly approved its
version of the FY 2008 budget resolution,
216-210. Twelve Democrats, mostly from
conservative leaning districts, joined all the
Republicans in voting against the resolution.
The measure, which does not require
Presidential approval, sets broad spending
outlines by which the Appropriations

Committees must operate when considering
funding for federal programs each year. For
the first time in several years the budget
resolutions allow for an overall increase in
domestic discretionary spending, with
programs providing health care for children
and veterans targeted to receive the bulk of
those proposed increases.
Both the House and Senate wrapped up their
business for the week on Thursday and
adjourned for a spring recess that will last one
week for the Senate and two weeks for the
House.

TRANSPORTATION
House passes transit security bill.
On
Tuesday, the House passed legislation that
would authorize $6 billion in grants to
strengthen the security of public
transportation, rail, and over-the-road bus
travel.
Over four years (FY 2008 through FY 2011),
the bill authorizes $3.36 billion for public
transportation security, $2.4 billion for
railroad security, $200 million for research,
$140 million for fire/safety improvements to
Amtrak tunnels, and $87 million for bus
security.
The bill requires public transportation
systems to submit vulnerability assessments
and security plans for Department of
Homeland security (DHS) approval, with
each provider then assigned to a risk-based
tier. Under the bill, DHS will establish the
program priorities but the Department of
Transportation (DOT) will administer the
grants. Both departments would monitor and
audit the programs.
Additionally, the bill requires the DHS to
increase the number of full-time surface
transportation inspectors to 600 by 2010;
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currently, there are 100 rail security
inspectors.
The legislation will serve as the House
position on transportation security during
conference negotiations with the Senate on
broader legislation to enact
recommendations of the Sept. 11
commission. The Senate version would
authorize $4 billion for transportation
security.
Meanwhile, the House passed SAFETEALU “technical corrections” legislation this
week. On Monday, the House approved
legislation to make a variety of technical
corrections to SAFETEA-LU. The bill
would trim DOT spending to pay for
additional transportation research, extend
the deadline of the National Surface
Transportation Policy and Revenue Study
Commission by six months to December
2007, and add $2 million for Commission
activities. The Commission, which held a
hearing in Washington, DC last week, is
charged with finding innovative policies
and funding sources for highway programs
in the wake of declining highway trust
fund revenues.

HOUSING
House panel clears GSE reform measure
that includes affordable housing fund. By
a vote of 45-19, the House Financial
Services Committee approved legislation
(HR 1427) that would increase government
oversight of Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac,
the two federally-chartered corporations
that control a large percentage of the
nation’s mortgages. The legislation arises
from concerns about recent accounting
scandals at the two mortgage giants, whose
failure many in Congress fear would wreak
havoc on the housing industry and the
overall economy.
The result of
negotiations between Committee Chairman
Barney Frank (D-MA) and the Treasury
Department, the bill enjoys bipartisan
support, including the support of the
Administration.
As has been reported earlier, HR 1427
would require Fannie and Freddie to set
aside an amount equal to 1.2 basis points
for each dollar of the average total
mortgage portfolio of each enterprise
during the preceding year for the next five
years, or about $500 million a year, for
affordable housing programs.

Washington Report
In FY 2007, all of the funding would be
allocated to Louisiana and Mississippi
for housing-related hurricane relief.
There is broad consensus that Fannie and
Freddie need stronger regulation and
most of the debate on HR 1427 was
related to the affordable housing
program, with critics claiming it would
disrupt the housing market and open the
door for government expropriation of
private sector profits to fund government
programs.
Frank expects the House to pass HR
1427 in the weeks following the spring
recess. In the Senate, Banking, Housing
and Urban Affairs Committee Chairman
Christopher Dodd (D-CT) says the
legislation is a priority but he has yet to
schedule hearings or introduce
legislation addressing this issue. The
Ranking Member of the Committee,
Senator Richard Shelby (R-AL), favors a
tougher approach to Fannie and Freddie
that would limit the size of their
portfolios. He has also voiced doubts
about the affordable housing provision.

WATER RESOURCES
Senate panel approves WRDA bill.
Following the leads of their counterparts
in the House, the Senate Environment
and Public Works Committee approved
unnumbered legislation that would
authorize hundreds of Army Corps of
Engineers flood control, navigation,
coastal protection and environmental
restoration projects.
Known as the
Water Resources Development Act
(WRDA), Congress historically
approves such legislation every two
years.
However, because of
disagreements over how to reform the
Corps’ management and project
selection process and concerns about
cost and perceived “pork,” a WRDA bill
has not been enacted since 2000.
The bill approved by the Committee is
similar to legislation (S 732) passed by
the Senate last year that stalled in
Conference Committee. That bill would
have authorized more than $13 billion
for Corps projects. It would also have
required independent peer review of any
project costing more than $40 million
and would have given governors veto
power over most projects.

The House Transportation and
Infrastructure Committee approved its
own WRDA bill (HR 1495) last week.
That measure would authorize $13.2
billion for Corps projects.
It also
includes language that would require
peer review for any Corps project
costing more than $50 million and for
projects that the head of a state or federal
agency deems “likely to have a
significant adverse impact on
environmental, cultural or other
resources.” However, it would give the
Corps broad authority to waive the
review requirement.
Given the pent up demand for passage of
a WRDA bill, both the House and Senate
are likely to approve their respective
bills soon after the spring recess.
However, because of the large number of
different projects included in each bill
and continued disagreements over Corps
reform issues, the Conference
Committee on the bill will have its work
cut out for it.

PUBLIC SAFETY
House committee approves prisoner reentry bill.
The House Judiciary
Committee passed HR 1593 the “Second
Chance Act of 2007” this week. HR
1593 focuses on the 650,000 federal and
state convicts being released annually, as
nearly two-thirds of all these prisoners
will be rearrested within 3 years of being
released.
This bill would reauthorize $360 million
for the creation of several Justice
Department programs that would focus
on monitoring state and local courts,
juvenile and adult offender programs,
and prisoners who deal with substance
abuse issues. The bill also reauthorizes
the current prisoner re-entry program at
Justice at $65 million annually for the
next two years. In FY 2007, Congress
provided $5 million for the program,
which can fund initiatives such as job
training, health care, housing assistance,
and/or mentoring projects.
An amendment to allow non-profits
receiving funds from the bill to use
religious preferences to make hiring
decisions was rejected.
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HR 1593 has been placed on the House
floor calendar, but no date has been set for
consideration.

GRANT OPPORTUNITES
Department of Homeland Security
The Office of Grants and Training of the
U.S. Fire Administration is accepting
applications for the FY 2007 Assistance to
Firefighters Grant program (AFG).
Applications are being accepted now
through May 4, 2007. The AFG program
provides assistance to fire departments and
non-affiliated EMS organizations. For FY
2007, approximately $492.3 million will be
available. Each eligible applicant can
submit one application for each of the three
separate categories: operations and safety,
vehicle acquisition, and regional projects.
New for FY 2007, the regional projects
will provide financial assistance for
multiple local jurisdictions working
together. Also, eligible applicants will be
allowed to request more than one vehicle
under vehicle acquisition.
For more information and application
materials, please see:
http://www.firegrantsupport.com/afg/.
Department of Health and Human
Services
HHS and the Substance Abuse and Mental
H e a l t h S e r vi c e s A d mi n is t r a t i o n
(SAMHSA) have announced that they are
accepting applications for the Drug Free
Communities Support Mentoring (DFC)
Program for FY 2007. Funding will be
provided to existing DFC Programs to
develop and expand new community
coalitions with the goal of reducing
substance abuse among youth by
promoting factors that minimize the risk of
drug use. A dollar-for-dollar match is
required. There is $1.4 million available to
fund proposals of up to $75,000. The
deadline is May 11, 2007. For more
information see:
http://www.samhsa.gov/Grants/2007/SP_0
7_002.aspx.

Washington Report
Department of Agriculture
USDA has announced the availability of
$5 million for the FY 2007 Food Stamps
Program. The grant is designed to fund
programs that simplify the application
process and improves accessibility of
food stamps for low-income households.
USDA will not fund programs that
devote more than 25 percent of funding
requests to outreach activities. The
deadline is June 13, 2007. For more
information see:
http://www.fns.usda.gov/fsp/government
/grants/2007-RFA.pdf.

Comparison of Projections To Final Budget Numbers
Last Five Fiscal Years - Tax Funded Budget Only

Budget Forecasts:
Presented Dec. 01 for 02-03 Fiscal Year
Presented Dec. 02 for 03-04 Fiscal Year

Projected
Projected (Deficit)
Expenditures for Upcoming
Surplus for Upcoming
Fiscal Year
Adopted Budgeted
Fiscal Year
Including New Spending
Expenditures
($5,538,606)
$90,245

$118,223,835

$113,052,635

$118,231,072

$120,954,757

Presented Dec. 03 for 04-05 Fiscal Year

($4,637,246)

$129,017,246

$124,844,758

Presented Dec. 04 for 05-06 Fiscal Year
(27th payroll year)

($8,717,957)

$139,305,639

$131,564,552

Presented Dec. 05 for 06-07 Fiscal Year

($6,817,609)

$136,341,165

$129,968,597

Presented Dec. 06 for 07-08 Fiscal Year

($8,953,904)

$139,698,398

To be determined

Notes:
1) Since the Charter requires a balanced budget, every adopted budget must somehow close any expected
gap between expenditures and revenues. Therefore, there will be significant differences between amounts
projected in December and the resulting adopted budget.
2)

Projected spending for some of the earlier years shown above included more "optional" items, such as
new Police Officers and Firefighters, than have been shown in the last couple of Forecasts.

3)

Amounts shown on the Five Year Forecasts for the General Fund supported CIP have varied greatly from
the amounts finally adopted. CIP amounts adopted ranged from $102,600 in 2002-2003 to $3,124,300
in 2003-2004.

LINCOLN-LANCASTER COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
FOR MORE INFORMATION:

April 14, 2006
Harry Heafer – 441-8035

HELP KEEP LINCOLN & LANCASTER COUNTY CLEAN
Cleanup mini-grants available
Cleanup mini-grants ranging from $25 -$250 are available for the cleanup of litter on public land
areas including waterways, shorelines, roadsides, community streets and alleyways in Lincoln and
Lancaster County. Neighborhood organizations, rural communities, businesses or employee organizations,
families and groups such as schools, organized groups, clubs, etc. are encouraged to apply.
Mini-grants are available on a first-come, first-served basis. Deadline for project completion is
December 1, 2006. Mini-grants are awarded based on the size of the area cleaned up and how littered the
area might be. Trash bags are provided and where needed, safety vests are available for loan.
Offered for the past 19 years through the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department’s Keep
Lincoln & Lancaster County Beautiful Program (KLLCB), these mini-grants provide incentives for
organizations, rural communities and groups to actively clean up litter and improve their communities and
the environment.
“Hundreds of volunteers help clean up litter each year making our communities safer and healthier
places to live and our roadsides cleaner. This is a great opportunity for youth groups or clubs to do some
community service and earn some money for their organization at the same time,” said Harry Heafer,
coordinator of the KLLCB program.
Mini-grant applications must include litter cleanup and recycling components. Litter that is
recyclable should be recycled when feasible. Cleanup projects may not be on State or County Adopt-AHighway miles. If your group or community is interested in applying for a cleanup mini-grant to enhance

-more-

Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department
April 17, 2006
Page 2
our quality of life and help improve our environment, call the Keep Lincoln & Lancaster Beautiful
Program at 441-8035 or email hheafer@ci.lincoln.ne.us to request a cleanup mini-grant application.
Applications are also available on-line at http://www.lincoln.ne.gov. Keyword: KLLCB. Applications
must be submitted and approved prior to conducting a cleanup.
Cleanups conducted in March, April and May are part of Keep America Beautiful’s Great
American Cleanup, the nation’s largest organized annual cleanup, beautification and community
improvement program where millions of volunteers across the nation work to create healthier, safer and
more livable community environments.
Mini-grants are funded by a grant from the Litter Reduction and Recycling Fund administered by
the Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality.
###

April 3, 2007
To: All Physicians, Administrators and Laboratory Personnel
From: Bruce Dart, PhD, Health Director
Subject: Physician Advisory
2006-2007 INFLUENZA SEASON
The 2006-2007 influenza season is coming to a close in the next several
weeks. Although this has been a mild flu season, it did have some unique
characteristics to it. The most significant characteristic of this flu season was
the degree of impact on children in the school-aged population. This is a
population that typically is not highly immunized against seasonal influenza.
The elderly did not appear to be impacted to any great extent nor were other
adult populations. The CDC’s Advisory Committee on Immunization
Practices (ACIP) is giving consideration to recommending influenza
vaccinations for all children 6 months through 18 years. That
recommendation is not likely to be issued for the 2007-2008 flu season.
Another unique characteristic was the clinical presentation seen in a number
of school-aged children positive for influenza virus. In general the clinical
presentations included muscle involvement with severe muscle pain,
difficulty standing/walking, and elevated muscle enzymes (myoglobin and
CPK). Prior history included some nausea, vomiting and some diarrhea.
Upper respiratory symptoms varied from few to more of the typical influenza
symptoms (i.e. fever, sore throat, cough, myalgia, etc.).

CHANGES PLANNED FOR 2007-2008 INFLUENZA SEASON
The Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department will change its influenza immunization
program beginning with the 2007-2008 Influenza season. In the Fall of 2007, the Department
will provide flu vaccine to the low income uninsured individuals only. In addition, the
department will continue to provide flu shots under the Nebraska vaccine for children
program guidelines, using state supplied flu vaccine. The department will no longer be
providing flu shots to persons who are covered by insurance, Medicare,
OVER

Medicaid, other third-party payers, or who do not fall below 185 percent of U.S. poverty
guidelines.
One of the functions of public health is assurance. Over the past years, flu shots have become
readily available and easily accessible within the community. In fact, there have been some
years when early in the season, flu shots were only available through commercial outlets in the
community. With this growth in availability, access is assured for the majority of individuals in
our community. The Department’s flu immunization program efforts will now focus on assuring
access to flu shots by those in our community who are uninsured and low income.
TICK-BORNE ILLNESSES
As you are aware, ticks can be a vector for a variety of diseases, including Lyme Disease, Rocky
Mountain Spotted Fever, and Ehrlichosis. All three are reportable diseases in Nebraska. The tick
season begins in the early Spring and will last into September- October. Below is a brief
summary of these three tick-borne illnesses and a web site address for more detailed information
on each.
Rocky M ountain Spotted Fever

Rocky Mountain spotted fever is the most severe and most frequently reported rickettsial illness
in the United States. It also occurs in Mexico and in Central and South America. The disease is
caused by Rickettsia rickettsii, a species of bacteria that is spread to humans by ixodid (hard)
ticks. Initial signs and symptoms of the disease include sudden onset of fever, headache, and
muscle pain, followed by development of rash. The disease can be difficult to diagnose in the
early stages, and without prompt and appropriate treatment it can be fatal.
http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dvrd/rmsf/References.htm
Lyme disease

Lyme disease is caused by the bacterium Borrelia burgdorferi and is transmitted to humans by
the bite of infected blacklegged ticks. Typical symptoms include fever, headache, fatigue, and a
characteristic skin rash called erythema migrans. If left untreated, infection can spread to joints,
the heart, and the nervous system. Lyme disease is diagnosed based on symptoms, physical
findings (e.g., rash), and the possibility of exposure to infected ticks; laboratory testing is helpful
in the later stages of disease. Most cases of Lyme disease can be treated successfully with a few
weeks of antibiotics.
http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dvbid/lyme
Ehrlichiosis

Ehrlichiosis can be a severe illness, especially if untreated, and as many as half of all patients
require hospitalization. Severe manifestations of the disease may include prolonged fever, renal
failure, disseminated intravascular coagulopathy, meningoencephalitis, adult respiratory distress
syndrome, seizures, or coma. It is estimated that 2%-3% of patients may die from the
infection. Preliminary evidence suggests that E. chaffeensis infection may become more severe
than other ehrlichial infections.
http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dvrd/ehrlichia
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RECOGNIZING NATIONAL PUBLIC HEALTH WEEK (APRIL 2-8) AND LOCAL
PREPARATIONS FOR PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCIES
April 2 through April 8 is National Public Health Week 2007. This year’s theme is “Take the
First Step! Preparedness and Public Health Threats: Addressing the Unique Needs of the
Nation’s Vulnerable Populations.” Every one of us needs to prepare for the many threats to
health and safety we face, yet it appears that only a small minority of us have made adequate
preparations. A report released this week by the American Public Health Association indicates
that 87% of the population surveyed is not prepared for a widespread natural or manmade
disaster. Respondents who claim they are prepared for a crisis really are not, as only 14% actually
have a three-day supply of food, water and medications.
Over the past year we have been planning and preparing for a possible influenza (bird flu)
pandemic. These plans have helped ready our community in the event of a possible public health
emergency including the preparation of resources to assist vulnerable populations, businesses,
schools, faith communities, and families as they prepare themselves. More of us need to plan
and prepare, and the Health Department is promoting some simple steps that individuals and
families can take to prepare for the most common events we face. As Dr. Bruce Dart, Director of
the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department states: “The more people that have emergency
supplies on hand, the better their situation. Also, fewer people needing immediate assistance
during a public health emergency will allow us to assist the most vulnerable groups first.”
Here are some very basic ways to prepare for emergency situations:
•

Stockpile at least a three-day supply of non-perishable food items, water and necessary
medications.

•

Have necessary medical information about individuals, especially any required
medications, and physician contact phone numbers recorded on a form that you keep in a
safe place.

•

List family contacts, including out-of-town contacts, and who to reach in case of an
emergency. Prearrange a meeting place for family members in case you are not together
or get separated during a disaster.
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•

Obtain items such as a NOAA weather radio, flashlight, batteries, first aid kit and other
necessary items including a manual can opener, maps, pet food, some cash and coins or
pre-paid phone card to be able to use pay phones.

•

Stay informed by listening to the radio or TV about weather forecasts and news in order
to prepare for any impending events; and/or learn about shelters, resources, after an event.

The above supplies and resources should allow individuals families to get by until outside help
arrives. For an event where outside help is unlikely to be forthcoming, such as a pandemic, it’s
also advisable to have a larger stockpile of food, basic personal supplies, and a month’s supply of
prescription medicines and over-the-counter drugs on hand. A list of how to accumulate a 5-week
supply of food and necessary supplies is available on our Pandemic web page:
www.lincoln.ne.gov/city/health/data/flu/flu.htm.
The Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department has made great strides in preparing and
planning for all types of emergencies with the help of our many community partners. The
Department works closely with Lancaster County Emergency Management, the American Red
Cross, the hospitals and medical community, law enforcement, the fire department and other City
agencies and the Lincoln Public Schools to plan, prepare and exercise for all types of emergency
situations. The plans address the needs of the county’s most vulnerable populations–those who
may be most affected during a disaster. Individuals seeking information about how to prepare for
emergencies, including a pandemic flu, should contact the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health
Department (441-8000) or Lancaster County Emergency Management (441-7441).
###
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Health Department to Target Low-Income Uninsured for Flu Shots
The Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department will target low-income uninsured individuals
only for flu shots beginning next Fall. In addition, it will continue to provide flu shots to
children 6 months through 4 years of age under the Department’s vaccine for children (VFC)
program.
The Department will no longer be providing flu shots to persons who are covered by insurance,
Medicare, Medicaid, other third-party payers, or who do not fall below 185 percent of the U.S.
poverty guidelines.

Dr. Bruce Dart, Health Director, explained that the decision to change the focus of the
Department’s Flu immunization program was based on how best to utilize limited public health
resources. He stated, “ over the years, flu shots have become more readily and easily accessible
to the majority of individuals in our community. There are now many locations throughout the
community that provide flu shots to the public each Fall. In fact, there have been a few years that
early in the flu season, flu shots were only available through these commercial outlets. With our
limited resources, our efforts in public health need to focus on those populations in our
community that do not have access to flu shots, the low-income uninsured.”

TO:
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SUBJECT:
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Mayor Coleen J.Seng
Lincoln City Council Members
Lancaster County Board of Commissioners
Lancaster County Towns/Villages/Boards
Bonnie Coffey/Lincoln-Lancaster Women’s Commission
3/30/07
Director’s Report for March 2008

Evolution of LLWC
A proposed draft interlocal agreement outlining the refocused direction of LLWC (including
a name change) has been provided to the Lancaster County Commissioners. Work
continues on the proposal; community feedback has been extremely positive. Continued
opportunities for collaborations and new programs/events appear. A Lincoln Journal Star
article is in the works for late March or early April on the proposed changes.
Women’s Leadership
Background: During LLWC’s strategic planning following the “Women’s Voices” project that
surveyed women in Lincoln and Lancaster County, focus is being placed on two areas,
“Women’s Leadership & Public Policy” and “Women’s Health.”
zWork continues on LLWC’s “Women & Money Conference” on Saturday, August 18, 2007
at the Holiday Inn Downtown. Lincoln Benefit Life has again committed to Premier Sponsor
status. In recognition, an edition of WomenTalk focusing on women and economics will
feature four taped vignettes of Lincoln Benefit Life employees expressing their thoughts on
why financial education is so important for women. Union Bank will be the luncheon
sponsor, and US Bank is underwriting the keynote speaker, Juli Burney. Other sponsors
include AARP Nebraska, U.S. Department of Labor Women’s Bureau, Cornhusker Bank
and Wells Fargo. The deadline for commitments is June 1, so we expect others to join.
The sessions offered will feature a track for young women (high school and college aged)
and will feature a session by Miss Nebraska 2006, Molly McGrath. Molly has spoken to
young women across the state about the importance of being financially savvy. Other
sessions will include Investing 101, Found Money, Long Term Care and College Savings
Plans. Two sessions will feature one-on-one hour-long sessions with financial advisors
called Money Mentor$. These Money Mentor$ are recruited from the community of
investment, insurance and banking industries and have been expanded to two sessions
after the popularity of the 2006 Women & Money Conference.
LLWC continues to work with the State Treasurer’s Office on collaborative efforts.
The evening before the Women & Money Conference, the U.S. Department of Labor
Women’s Bureau has awarded a second grant (they have awarded a $500 grant to LLWC
for the conference) for the production of a Women’s Leadership Forum. More details will
be made available at a later date.
zThe Steering Committee for Ready to Run™ met on 3/5 to begin work on the 2007 event
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scheduled for October 6, 2007 in Omaha. Representatives from Lincoln include former
Lieutenant Governor Maxine Moul and Bonnie Coffey; we continue to seek other Lincoln
participants. The evening before, tentative plans are being made for a dinner for former
female elected officials. LLWC is supporting both the R2R and dinner events by providing
clerical and research duties.
zLLWC’s annual awards luncheon, “Weaving Women’s Voices” was held on 3/7, with the
following awards presented:
Alice Paul Award – Janice K. Walker
Erasmus Correll Award – Rev. Dr. Otis Young
Sojourner Truth Award – Stephanie Russell
Woman Artist of the Year – Pippa White
Special Tributes – Helen Boosalis and Jan Gauger
LLWC is proud to recognize outstanding women in the Lincoln/Lancaster County area with
this longstanding tradition.
zDuring the month, the County Commission and City Council approved the appointments
of Monica Huapaya and Sonja Smith as commissioners to LLWC’s Advisory Board.
zI had lunch on 3/22 with David Keck, director of UNL’s J.D. Edwards Program, Lori
McClurg (the Director of Operations & Marketing for the J.D. Edwards Program) and
Jeannine Falter, former LLWC Commissioner and Board Member, Friends of LLWC. I
have been asked to provide some perspective on recruiting and retaining female students
as well as supporting those female students in forming businesses.
zOn 3/29, the Minority Contracting Task Force met with Mayor Seng to present their
recommendations in increasing the numbers of women and minority-owned businesses
(Historically Underutilized Businesses – HUBs) that bid for City/County contracts. Those on
the Task Force included Joe Delgago (TCW Construction, Inc.), Pam Dingman
(Engineering Design Consultants), Steve Huggenberger (City Law Department), Annette
McRoy (Lincoln City Council), Vince Mejer (City/County Purchasing), Joyce Welsch
(Affirmative Action) and Larry Williams (Lincoln Commission on Human Rights). I a
Women’s Health
Background: During LLWC’s strategic planning following the “Women’s Voices” project that
surveyed women in Lincoln and Lancaster County, focus is being placed on two areas,
“Women’s Leadership & Public Policy” and “Women’s Health.”
zAmerican Heart Association Executive Director Charlie Huff and I had lunch on 3/20 to
discuss ways to expand the AHA “Go Red for Women” luncheon. Heart disease kills more
women than breast cancer; it is the #1 killer of women.
zThe educational project on osteoporosis, “Healthy BONES” is turning into a collaborative
effort with LLWC and LLCHD. A meeting was held on 3/27 to discuss potential screening
sites and logistics for securing a heel screen machine. Possibilities for securing funding to
2
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purchase a heel screen machine are being explored.
Community Learning Center (CLC) Initiative
Background: The City of Lincoln was one of eight cities nationwide to receive a thirtymonth technical assistance grant to engage the city in CLCs; I served as point person for
that grant, and continue to serve on the management team for the CLC initiative in Lincoln.
Community Learning Centers are partnerships that provide opportunities and support
services that lead to improved student learning, stronger families and stronger
communities. There are currently 15 CLCs in Lincoln funded by a blended stream of 21st
Century, PEN and grant monies.
zThe CLC Steering Committee is working on a retreat to discuss future options; I will be
unable to attend this retreat.
Community Services Initiative (CSI)
Background: CSI is the implementation of plans developed through a community-wide
survey of gaps in human services needs; due to a reconfiguration, oversight and clerical
support of CSI was awarded to the Human Services Federation (HSF). This restructure
combines the seven original coalitions into four (with two others being folded under Urban
Development and the Health Department). The restructure provides for paid staffing of the
coalitions and dissolution of the Steering Cabinet. Paid staff will now comprise the steering
Committee, removing the need for chairs and co-chairs. With Nebraska ranking 3rd in the
U.S. in the percentage of women in the workforce, LLWC works with the subcommittee on
Early Care & Education – with all those women working, who’s taking care of the children?
zThe Community Services Initiative (CSI) Early Care & Education Committee met on 3/15
with an update on the Quality Review System (QRS) pilot project in Lincoln. This project is
intended to increase the quality of early care & education in the community and provide a
path to accreditation for providers. The group also began to talk about access and
affordability issues.
National Association of Commissions for Women (NACW)
Background: LLWC has been a member of the National Association of Commissions for
Women (NACW) since its inception, and was one of the first in the country to establish a
Friends organization; it has become a model for other such organizations around the
country. LLWC has been represented on the NACW Board for the past 10 years as an
Associate Director, Director, Secretary and, in 2005, as President. In 2006, LLWC brought
NACW’s national convention to Lincoln for one of the national organization’s most
successful annual events and bringing tourist dollars to the community.
zAs president of the National Association of Commissions for Women (NACW), I was
honored to represent not only NACW but LLWC and Nebraska at the United Nations 51st
3
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Session on the Commission on the Status of Women in New York City March 8-13. I
moderated a panel discussion on how women’s commissions provide bridges between
women and government. Subsequently, I spent time during following days visiting with
women who attended the discussion and other women attending the larger meetings. I ws
particularly struck by how women around the globe look to American women and their
organizations to provide ideas, models, support and inspiration for their efforts in their own
countries.
This trip was personally funded at no cost to the City or County. I shared perspectives on
the experience with Cathy Blythe of KFOR on the morning of 3/21.
Media/PR/Speaking
zI spoke to the Women’s Networking group at State Farm Insurance on 3/30.
Meetings/Public Contacts
zNetwork Chapter of ABWA met on 3/6 with Cindy Kaliff speaking on finding passion in
your life and career. I serve as program chair and have been able to invite speakers from
the City to share information.
zOn 3/23, I attended a reception for and met Kathy Cloninger, Executive Director of Girl
Scouts of America.
zI attended the annual Women in Business seminar on 3/28 produced by the Lincoln
Chamber of Commerce and the University of Nebraska – Lincoln College of Business
Administration; this seminar was personally funded at no cost to the City or County.
WomenTalk
Background: This unique television series addressing the issues that impact women was
inaugurated in January 2000, and is the only one of its kind in the city/county; all of the
programs since its inception have been underwritten by the Lincoln Journal Star and are at
no cost to LLWC.
zThe current edition of WomenTalk being shown on 5-City TV is “Women’s Haelth & WellBeing,” with commissioner comoderator Marcia Malone. Guests included Kathy Ward
(Nebraska Office on Women’s Health), Jennifer Carter (Appleseed Center for Law in the
Public Interest), and Dr. Debbi Barnes-Josiah (Epidemiologist with the Nebraska
Department of Health & Human Services).
zOn May 17, the WomenTalk taping will feature Employment & Earnings and will highlight
the upcoming Women & Money Conference.

Regularly Attended Meetings
zLLWC Staff Meetings are held each Monday at 9 a.m. to review the week, touch base and
4
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coordinate schedules and activities.
zEach Monday at 10:45 a.m., I attend the Directors Meeting held with City Council.
zEach Wednesday from 9-11 a.m., I attend the Mayor’s Cabinet meeting. Weekly reports
are e-mailed to the Mayor each Monday morning.
zLLWC’s Advisory Board did not meet in March; the next meeting is scheduled for April 11.
A standing invitation exists for elected officials to attend these meetings to meet the
commissioners they have appointed and to get a feel for what LLWC is planning. Many
elected officials have never visited LLWC offices or attended an LLWC meeting, but are
making critical decisions about LLWC’s future – they are welcome at any time.
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City of Lincoln
Keno Revenue Allocation

Operator's Share -13%
State Tax - 2%
General Fund - 1%

Library - 30%

County - 3.3%
City - 7.7%
Human Services - 5%
Prizes - 73%

Parks - 65%

Parks CIP Transfers
9/1/05 through 3/31/07
Year Ending August 31

Description

Total Transfers

2006
Holmes Park & Lake Restor

113,957.18

Saline/Freshwater Wetlands Acq

100,000.00

Park Alt Irrigation Source Dev

80,998.68

Mahoney Ballfield Renovation

60,277.50

Park Acq/Demo/Dev

44,696.13

Master St Tree Program (KF

43,536.76

AV Trail Dev/Constr Ph 1

40,645.44

Playground Safety/Renovation

29,538.71

Trail Major Maintenance (GR)

29,056.10

Park Landscape Program (GR/LF)

22,464.63

Park Bldg Roof Repair/Repl

19,364.87

Ager Center Floor Repl

15,000.00

Pool Maint & Repairs

14,521.37

Pioneers Nature Cntr (MF/GR)

13,158.92

Rock Is Trail-Hwy 2 Bridge

12,185.84

Adm Ofc ADA Impr/Roof Repl

10,000.00

Auld Center Floor Repl

9,270.08

Hard Surface Repairs (KF/GF)

6,394.25

Athletic Field Bleacher Repl

4,649.42

Area Lighting Rehab (GR)

2,907.34

Woods Pool/Tennis Center Impr

1,995.35

Uni Pl Ballfield Lighting Repl

1,765.48

Woods Park Shelter/Dr Fountain

1,174.39

ADA Compliance Issues (GR/MF)

600.00

Public Art Preservation

557.60

Billy Wolfe Trail/SE Ext

45.88

Antelope Valley Projects

41.00

Total

678,802.92

Thursday, April 05, 2007
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Year Ending August 31

Description

Total Transfers

2007
Pioneers Nature Cntr (MF/GR)

213,641.34

Billy Wolfe Trail/SE Ext

118,020.14

Uni Pl Ballfield Lighting Repl

76,871.94

Hard Surface Repairs (KF/GF)

54,686.61

Holmes Park & Lake Restor

35,156.76

Park Acq/Demo/Dev

22,224.07

Trail Major Maintenance (GR)

13,438.14

Park Bldg Roof Repair/Repl

8,656.00

Public Art Preservation

6,811.00

Rose Garden Renovation

6,604.44

Woods Park Shelter/Dr Fountain

5,853.97

Holmes Alt Water Inv (KF)

5,725.00

Playground Safety/Renovation

4,032.84

Rock Is Trail-Hwy 2 Bridge

3,845.99

Woods Pool/Tennis Center Impr
Park Landscape Program (GR/LF)

Total
Grand Total

Thursday, April 05, 2007

346.00
89.91

576,004.15

1,254,807.07
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Wayne Boles
<WBOLES@telesis-inc.com>
03/29/2007 06:04 PM

To "'Karl A. Fredrickson (E-mail)'"
<kfredrickson@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc "'Ann Harrell (E-mail)'" <AHarrell@ci.lincoln.ne.us>
bcc
Subject FireWorks Egress Dialogue III

Hi, Karl!
The General Manager of FireWorks Restaurant observed four cars mistakenly
make left turns from 86th Drive into on-coming east-bound traffic on Old
Cheney Road yesterday. We're concerned that there is potential for injury
accidents. The intersection, as you know, has no lighting and no signage.
A sign facing south, stating, "No Left Turn," needs to be erected
immediately. Another sign needs to be erected at the east end of this
median, stating, "U-Turn Permitted." Both signs will need lighting, of
course. This restaurant will probably serve about 6,000 meals per week.
The other night, the restaurant was packed at 9 PM. It's real dark out
there at that time of night.
Best wishes!
Sincerely,
Wayne
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>

-----Original Message----From:
Wayne Boles
Sent:
Monday, March 26, 2007 8:40 PM
To: 'Karl A. Fredrickson (E-mail)'
Cc: 'Ann Harrell (E-mail)'
Subject: FireWorks Egress Dialogue
Hi, Karl!
Thank you for researching our request and for your thorough explanations
and helpful suggestions.
We applaud you for designing streets with the future in mind. Perhaps,
since we now live in the present, it would be alright to cut the median at
Old Cheney Road and 86th Drive and allow left turns there until the future
traffic flow mandates that the median be changed to prevent future left
turns. We hope you will be able to accommodate us on this for a while.
What is the time table for having lighting at Old Cheney Road and 86th
Drive?
We will take your advice and discuss internal lighting of Cuthills Drive
and Foxtail Drive and the cleaning of the street to the west of FireWorks
with the developer.
Best wishes!
Sincerely,
Wayne
From:
Wayne Boles
Sent: Monday, March 12, 2007 4:18 PM
To:
Karl A. Fredrickson (E-mail)

>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>

Cc:
Ann Harrell (E-mail)
Subject:
FireWorks Egress Addendum
Hi, Karl!
I had a business lunch at FireWorks today. Afterwards, I got in my
car and pretended I was a Kansas City business person or a caravan of
basketball fans from Nebraska City trying to return home.
I was amazed to discover another median with no cut-out at 84th
Street and Cuthills Drive. The two closest exit streets from FireWorks to
arterials, therefore, prohibit left turns. One of those streets has no
lighting, as previously mentioned, and is so covered with construction mud
that it appears to be a dirt road leading to a construction site. There
are no signs, i.e., "To Go West on Old Cheney Road, Go East" and "To Go
South on 84th Street, Don't Go Here."
Between February 5 and February 25, we had over 7,000 vehicle visits
to the FireWorks facility.
As I mentioned before, our financial partners have devalued the
property by 10% because of egress limitations, affecting the net worth and
financial leverage of this business.
We hope that this is sufficient justification to open up the medians
so exiting diners can make left turns.
Thank you again, Karl, for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Wayne
E. Wayne Boles
Director of Corporate Relations
Telesis, Inc.
729 Q Street
Lincoln, NE 68508
(402) 434-5973
FAX: (402) 434-3292
wboles@telesis-inc.com
www.telesis-inc.com

"SW Mc"
<midwestminichoppers @hotm
ail.com>
04/01/2007 10:27 AM

To carolserv@hotmail.com, CBeattie@lancaster.ne.gov,
cekingery@gmail.com, chrisk@kccobuilders.com,
mdekalb@lincoln.ne.gov, JWalker@ci.lincoln.ne.us,
cc
bcc
Subject Drag strip in Cass county?

If Lancaster county does not get the Drag strip we will be missing out on a
once in a life time opportunity. Most of the teams, fans, spectators and
participants. Will come from the East and I 29 from Kansas and Minnesota.
Lancaster county needs to jump on board to get this done. Please give the
investor Greg Sanford an answer. Are we going to bring in millions in
tourism or not. I hope the opposition against the drag strip on Hwy 77 have
plans to bring in tax relief's and tourism dollars.
Please look at this article.
http://www.omaha.com/index.php?u_page=2798&u_sid=2357565

"SW Mc"
<midwestminichoppers @hotm
ail.com>
04/01/2007 11:03 AM

To mdekalb@lincoln.ne.gov, cm@liba.org,
commish@lancaster.ne.gov, commish@lincoln.ne.gov,
council@lincoln.ne.gov, dschorr@lancaster.ne.gov,
cc
bcc
Subject FW: Omaha.com Story from sm

>---------- Beginning of Story --------->
>Racetrack promoter spinning his wheels
>BY JOHN FERAK
>WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER
>
>For the past year, a Lincoln track promoter has waited for a green light to
>start construction on a $10 million quarter-mile drag racing strip in rural
>Lancaster County.
>
>Instead, Greg Sanford has encountered a yellow light from government
>leaders - proceed slowly with plans along the east side of U.S. Highway 77,
>about five miles north of Interstate 80 near Davey, Neb.
>
>The Lancaster County Board is not expected to take a vote on the project
>for several weeks, board member Bernie Heier said.
>
>"Noise is a primary factor facing this issue right now at that location,"
>Heier said.
>
>Area landowners want Lancaster County to put up a stop sign and reject
>Sanford's special-use permit. Opponents have cited fears about declining
>property values, windblown trash, noise and traffic congestion.
>
>Last fall, in a 5-4 decision, the county's planning commission recommended
>denial of the permit.
>
>"From what's been presented to me, I certainly believe there are better
>sites out there for a drag strip," said county board member Bob Workman.
>"My No. 1 concern is the 14 homes within a half-mile that surround that
>site."
>
>Meanwhile, neighboring business leaders in Cass County have initiated talks
>with Sanford to see if he's willing to set up shop there.
>
>On March 21, Sanford showed his plans to the Cass County Economic
>Development Council.
>
>The group's response: try to find a suitable piece of property near the
>existing Nebraska Raceway Park and closer to I-80's Mahoney State Park
>corridor.
>
>"The council took no official action, but we received his presentation very
>favorably," said chairman John Plucknett, a bank president in Louisville.
>"We believe a good drag strip will draw people into Cass County, and people
>tend to spend money. We think it's logical to go to the Greenwood
>interchange."
>
>Nearly 3,500 fans pack the grandstands weekly at the Nebraska Raceway Park
>from April through September. The 0.4-mile dirt oval, built in 1994, is

>midway between Omaha and Lincoln.
>
>The Greenwood exit also is home to Cass County's only hotel.
>
>Six miles up the road sits Mahoney State Park, the Strategic Air & Space
>Museum, Simmons Wildlife Safari Park, Quarry Oaks Golf Course and Round the
>Bend Steakhouse.
>
>Sanford wants to host at least 60 drag racing events annually, with an
>estimated daily attendance of 1,000 spectators for local events and 8,000
>fans for special events. Similar venues are in Kansas City, Mo.; Denver;
>Topeka, Kan.; Brainerd, Minn.; and Joliet, Ill.
>
>An economic impact study, conducted by the University of Nebraska at
>Lincoln at Sanford's request, concluded that his proposed drag strip would
>generate about $10 million annually in tourism revenue for Lancaster County
>and about another $6 million for Nebraska.
>
>Before unveiling his plans in Lancaster County, Sanford owned the Nebraska
>Motorplex raceway near Scribner. That facility closed in 2006.
>
>"It's just a question of whether we can find Greg a site," Plucknett said.
>"We're not going to go in and condemn someone's land for this to happen. We
>told him, 'Go find yourself a site, get an option on some property and then
>we can help walk you through.'"
>
>Joe Kosiski, a part owner of Nebraska Raceway Park's I-80 Speedway in
>Greenwood, said he thinks that hundreds of acres of adjacent cornfields
>would be conducive to a drag strip.
>
>"As long as it's going in Cass County, I would want it next door to us,"
>Kosiski said. "It would be great for cross promotions to get people out to
>both facilities. If it's not next door, then I'd rather see it go in
>Lancaster County."
>
>Sanford said he hopes to make a decision on a site within a month.
>
>He also has had informal discussions with government leaders near Beatrice,
>Ceresco and Geneva about the possibility of locating a drag racing strip
>complex on the outskirts of those communities.
>
>Linda Rieke, who heads Cass County's Visitors and Promotion Bureau in
>Plattsmouth, said she would welcome the drag strip.
>
>"It sounds like a really good location if they can put it near the Nebraska
>Raceway Park," she said. "I know they've had opposition in Lancaster
>County, but we'd be glad to have them."
>
>---------- End of Story ---------Is sound really the issue. Has sound testing been done at proposed site.
What aquoustical engineering firm was contracted. I did not get that memo.
Are people complaining about sound that is not there? National events are
only one time a year if track meets NHRA requirements for national events.
Since we have humidity here these events can be scheduled in the spring or
fall when there is no temperature inversion, humidity. Lancaster county and
the city of Lincoln needs the tax relief. Please do not push this
opportunity away. I understand the concerns of the few residents around Hwy
77 location. Does complaining about economic growth for our county bring in

the tax revenue? Please make a decision and let Mr. Sanford know what to do
or where to go before it is to late.
Thank you,
Shannon Mcgovern

"Neb Economis"
<nebeconomicsupport@hotm
ail.com>
04/05/2007 02:54 PM

To CBeattie@lancaster.ne.gov, mdekalb@lincoln.ne.gov,
JWalker@ci.lincoln.ne.us, cm@liba.org,
commish@lancaster.ne.gov, commish@lincoln.ne.gov,
cc
bcc
Subject Motor sports Locations Consultants

Hello,
We have been keeping up on the progress of private investor Greg Sanford to
spend $10,000,000.00 to bring a Drag race track to Northern Lancaster
County. We have found that private investor has spent over $2,000,000.00 on
this project already. We have seen consultants hired by local and state
governments in your area for projects much smaller than this. In order to
assist the private sector. We recommend using this consulting firm that has
experience with locating Motor sports venues. The cost of there services is
very reasonable.
Sincerely,
Nebraska Economic Support Team
http://www.globallocationstrategies.com/services/index.html
_________________________________________________________________
Interest Rates Fall Again! $430,000 Mortgage for $1,399/mo - Calculate new
payment
http://www.lowermybills.com/lre/index.jsp?sourceid=lmb-9632-18679&moid=7581

- Consulting Services (2).htm
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
Citizen Information Center, 555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7375, fax 441-8653
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: April 6, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831
Sharon Nemeth, League of Women Voters, 472-2333, 489-3571

CANDIDATE DEBATE SET FOR APRIL 10
Debates to be taped and rebroadcast on 5 CITY-TV
The League of Women Voters of Lincoln-Lancaster County invites the public to a series of debates
featuring candidates on the ballot for the City general election on May 1.
The series of debates is set for Tuesday, April 10, in the Bevins Family Life Center on the main floor of
Saint Paul United Methodist Church, 1144 “M” Street. The debates will be taped and rebroadcast by the
City’s government access cable channel, 5 CITY-TV. The schedule and invited candidates – listed in order
of their opening statements – are:
1 to 2 p.m. - Lincoln Public School’s Board of Education District 2 - Doug Evans has declined the
nomination, but Richard Meginnis will be present to discuss school issues informally with interested
voters. Informal discussions are not taped and re-broadcast.
2:15 to 3:15 p.m. - City Council District 4 – Annette McRoy and John Spatz
3:30 to 4:30 p.m. - City Council District 2 – Jon Camp and Allan Abbott
4:45 to 5:45 p.m. - City Council District 3 – John Erickson and Jonathan Cook
6 to 7 p.m. - City Council District 1 – Doug Emery and LaRae Eifert
7:30 to 8:30 p.m. - Mayor – Chris Beutler and Ken Svoboda
Candidates for Airport Authority have been invited to visit with voters in the area reserved for distributing
campaign materials.
To reach the Bevins Family Life Center from the west doors, use the elevator (“M” button). If entering
the church through the south door, go up the interior stairs and walk away from the sanctuary. Parking is
available across 11th Street or in the parking garage one block south of the church. Space may be
available on the street or in the garage under the church (enter from 11th Street).
Debate co-sponsors include the Lincoln-Lancaster Women’s Commission; the Lincoln Area Agency on
Aging; the National Council of Negro Women (Lincoln Section); the North 27th Street Business and Civic
Association; and Saint Paul United Methodist Church. Funding for the debates is provided by the League
of Women Voters of Lincoln-Lancaster Education Fund, a 501(c)(3) organization.
- more -

Candidate Debates
April 6, 2007
Page Two
Audience members are asked to not wear or otherwise display items indicating support of specific
candidates while in the debate area.
For a schedule of air times, see the City Web site at lincoln.ne.gov and click on the 5 CITY-TV logo. The
debates also will be available through video-on-demand through the Web site.
- 30 -

Date: April 6, 2007
Contact: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

Mayor Seng’s Public Schedule
Week of April 7 through April 13, 2007
Schedule subject to change
Monday, April 9
Mayor’s Award of Excellence - 1:30 p.m., Council Chamber, County-City Building, 555 S. 10th St.
Tuesday, April 10
Bethany Women’s Club Annual Spring Luncheon - noon, Bethany Christian Church, 1645 N. Cotner Blvd.
Multicultural Advisory Committee - 3:30 p.m., Mayor’s Conference Room, County-City Building, second floor
Wednesday, April 11
Face the Chamber - noon, Country Club of Lincoln, 3200 S. 24th St.
Thursday, April 12
Goodwill Industries, proclamation - 11:30 a.m., Mayor’s Office
Neighborhood Roundtable - 5:30 p.m., Mayor’s Conference Room
Friday, April 13
Community Learning Center Leadership Council mini-retreat - 8:45 a.m., Lincoln Chamber of Commerce board
room, 1135 “M” St., Suite 200

"Robin Eschliman"
<robine@neb.rr.com>

To <tbogenreif@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc

04/06/2007 11:56 AM

bcc
Subject Fw: City Auditor

Please post on next Thursday's director's agenda

----- Original Message ----From: Kevin Burklund
To: reschliman@lincoln.ne.gov
Sent: Friday, April 06, 2007 11:12 AM
Subject: City Auditor
Mrs. Eschliman:
I believe a City Auditor would be important for our City's budget. The budget is just too large and complicated to
continue to operate without someone to specifically watch the cash flow.
I am very irritated about the firetruck issue and how Spadt was underhanded and Mayor Seng looked the other way
until she got caught. Apparently Mayor Seng had more faith in the fire chief than Vince Mejer, so maybe an
auditor would be ignored the same way Vince was. I still believe the Auditor position is an important one, and
should be implemented as soon as possible. We just can't have that many department heads responsible for large
budgets without having someone overseeing the big picture. I think it would cost about $100K with benefits to fill
this position, and it could save us millions each year. It seems like a wise investment to me.
Thanks.
Kevin Burklund

Kevin Burklund
Woods Bros. Realty
7141 A Street
Lincoln, NE 68510

402-416-0416 (wireless)
402-434-3801 (fax)
402-434-3800 (main office)

If you wish not to receive further e-mails from me, please reply with "Remove" in the
subject line, or a note in the body of your e-mail. Thanks.

"Tom Wanser"
<twanser@hamptonlots.com>
04/06/2007 09:14 AM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc
bcc
Subject city Auditor

Bureaucrats left unattended is a disaster waiting to happen (the disaster has started)! Let's get the City Auditor
back NOW....................
Tom Wanser
5929 Franklin St.
68506

"John Davis"
<john.davis@woodsbros.com
>

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc
bcc

04/06/2007 10:20 AM

Subject Resolution to save tax dollars

Should we hire a city auditor? When I was in the military, we would call something like that a “no brainer”. The
answer is YES!

John Davis
JOHN DAVIS, CRS, GRI, SRES
REALTORÒ
Woods Bros. Realty
2550 Superior Street
Lincoln, NE68521

Direct: 402-323-6130
Cell Phone: 402-430-3237

www.John.Davis@WoodsBros.com
www.JohnDavis.WoodsBros.com

Woods Bros. Realty, Superior Street

North Lincoln’s Real Estate Specialists

If you consider this message a solicitation and prefer not to receive future messages from this sender, click 'reply'
and add the text 'remove' to the subject line.

From:Robin Eschliman [mailto:robine@neb.rr.com]
Sent: Thursday, April 05, 2007 10:01 PM
To: robin@robincitycouncil.org
Subject: Resolution to save tax dollars

Did you know....since the mayor removed the internal auditor in 2002, our projected deficits at Christmastime each
year went from $5 million to $9 million? Did you know that our City spending has increased 15% since then? And
no doubt you saw the editorial in the paper today about crazy mistakes by city staff such as paying Senator Beutler a
couple of extra $5,000 paychecks
http://journalstar.com/articles/2007/04/05/opinion/editorial/doc4614713443c18166222513.txt I
believe that which goes uninspected eventually deteriorates. An auditor provides a sense of accountability. An
auditor makes the City Council and the mayor look good. Believing that we need the help with our city budget this
summer and that we all want to leave City Hall in better condition than we found it, I am proposing that we
re-install an auditor no later than July. If you agree, you can come down and testify Monday afternoon sometime
after 1:30 at 555 S. 10th (parking lot south of the building, we'll validate for you) or e-mail the council no later than
Sunday night at http://www.lincoln.ne.gov/city/council/members.htm

Robin Eschliman
City Council at Large

"Mark Duggan"
<dugganjm@inebraska.com>
04/06/2007 04:56 PM
Please respond to
<dugganjm@inebraska.com>

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc
bcc
Subject internal auditor

Dear City Council members:
If what Robin says is true (and I’m sure that it is) about this city’s out-of-control spending in the absence of an
internal auditor, then I respectfully suggest—in the STRONGEST terms—thatone be re-instated. The position can’t
possibly cost us the $4 million we’ve wasted since the last auditor was in place. Stop trying to be all things to all
people, people. We live in a world ofunlimited wants/needs but definitely limited resources. This cityandstateneed
to do a much better job of managing those limited resources (i.e., Tax Policy) or they will become even more
limited as more people, young and old alike,continue to leave the state. With reference to our state motto, NE is not
theONLY place to find‘the Good Life’. Finally, I’m sorry to see Pattyleave the council but couldn’t he happier that
Seng is out of the picture—thank you for your service, Colleen, but please STAY HOME and enjoy your retirement,
it is long overdue……….
Regards,
Mark

" DuPont Vacation Planners
CWT"
<dupont@carlsontravel.com>
04/06/2007 05:14 PM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc
bcc
Subject City Auditor

Lincoln City Council - Better late than never! Reinstate the City Auditor position now!
John DuPont
6029 Cullen Dr

Realtytrustgroup@aol.com

To council@lincoln.ne.gov

04/06/2007 06:50 PM

cc
bcc
Subject YOU NEED AN AUDITOR. ANY BUSINESS YOUR SIZE
DOES. DO IT.

R WEIGEL
PRES, REALTY TRUST GROUP

See what's free at AOL.com.

