DIRECTORS’ MEETING
MONDAY, JANUARY 22, 2007
COUNTY-CITY BUILDING, ROOM 113
11:00 A.M.

I.

MAYOR
*1. Mayor Seng Presents December Award of Excellence to Officers Nathan Flood and
Steven Wiese of the Technical Investigations Division of the Lincoln Police
Department.
*2. NEWS RELEASE. City Seeks Proposals for Downtown Project.
*3. NEWS RELEASE. Holiday Tree Recycling Ends Sunday.
*4. NEWS RELEASE. Nominations Now Accepted for Arts Awards.
*5. Washington Report, January 5, 2007.
6. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Seng and Chief Casady News Conference. Friday,
January 12, 2007. (Delivered to Council on January 11, 2006)
7. NEWS RELEASE. City Receives Grants for Street Trees. (Delivered to Council on
January 11, 2007)
8. NEWS RELEASE. Crime in Lincoln Drops for Fifth Consecutive Year.
9. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor’s Committee for International Friendship to Host General
Secretary of UK’s Labour Party.
10. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Seng’s Public Schedule. Week of January 13 through
19, 2007. (Forwarded to Council on 01/12/07)
11. Citizens Information Center reports on Snow Conditions:
a) January 13, 2007, 9:30 a.m.;
b) January 14, 2007, 2:00 p.m.; and
c) January 14, 2007, 8:00 p.m.
12. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Seng will kick off the Earned Income Tax Credit
campaign at a news conference, Thursday, January 18, 2007 at the Bennett Martin
Library.
13. Results of drinking water samples tested for Total Coliform and E. coli bacteria by
the Colilert®method of analysis.
14. AARP Tax-Aide Program, 2007 Schedule. Free preparation of tax returns for those
age 60 and older.
15. University of Nebraska-Lincoln free tax preparation.
16. Lincoln Coalition Vita Program’s schedule for free electronic filing of individual tax
returns.
17. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor Seng Promotes Free Tax Assistance.
18. NEWS RELEASE. Wood Chip Distribution Delayed One Week.
19. Washington Report, January 12, 2007.

II.

DIRECTORS
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
1. Letter from Bob Workman, Chair, Lancaster County Commissioners, re: City
Special Permit No. 06062, Soil Mining-Extraction. North 56th and Waverly Road
FINANCE/BUDGET
*1. Fiscal Year 2005-2006 Operating Budget Report.
2. Monthly City Cash Report.
PLANNING COMMISSION
*1. Hearing on Wednesday, January 31, 2007 to Consider Amendments to Bylaws and
to the City and County Zoning and Subdivision Regulations.
2. Action by Planning Commission, January 17, 2007.
PLANNING COMMISSION FINAL ACTION
*1. Waiver No. 06010. Gushard and Omel Addition Final Plat - South 56th and Rokeby
Road. Resolution No. PC-01034.
*2. Special Permit No. 06070. Apple Hill Community Unit Plan. South 48th Street and
Apple Hill Lane. Resolution No. PC-01033.
*3. Special Permit No. 1989A. Lighting Plan. Sid Dillon Auto, South 27th Street and
Kendra Lane. Resolution No. PC-01035.

III.

CITY CLERK

IV.

COUNCIL REQUESTS/CORRESPONDENCE
JON CAMP
*1. Email from Eric Mitchell listing concerns.
2. Email from Attorney Bob Creager regarding HyVee development agreement.
ROBIN ESCHLIMAN
1. Letter from Elaine Schramm re: New business suggestion.
ANNETTE McROY
*1. Request to Public Works & Utilities Department-Traffic Division - RE: Parking in
the Centrum (RFI#176 - 01/05/07) - SEE RESPONSE FROM KENNETH D.
SMITH, PUBLIC WORKS & UTILITIES. RECEIVED ON MCROY RFI#176
- 01/12/07.
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ANNETTE McROY/PATTE NEWMAN
*1. Request to Scott Holmes & Bruce Dart, Health Department /Dale Stertz & Mike
Merwick, Building & Safety Department/Tonya Skinner & Dana Roper, City Law
Department - RE: Bar owners, outdoor smoking areas (McRoyRFI#175 &
NewmanRFI#41 - 12/18/06). — 1.) SEE RESPONSE FROM SCOTT HOLMES,
HEALTH DEPARTMENT RECEIVED ON McRoyRFI#175 &
NewmanRFI#41 - 01/11/07.
*2. Request to Darl Naumann, Mayor’s Office/Karl Fredrickson, Public Works &
Utilities Director/Nicole Fleck-Tooze, Public Works-Watershed Management RE: 50th Street corridor costs (NewmanRFI#42 & McRoyRFI#177 - 01/10/07)
PATTE NEWMAN
*1. Response of John McQuinn to email from Jacob Hamilton regarding unlawful
possession of firearms.
*2. Memorandum from Police Chief Tom Casady regarding 2006 Crime Statistics.
3. Letter from Charles P. Brown regarding Alcohol in Parks. Received 01/12/07.
4. Letter from Charles P. Brown regarding Alcohol in Parks. Received 01/16/07.
V.

MISCELLANEOUS
*1. Email from Robert Heese re: Radon levels in Lincoln.
*2. Letter from Kirkham Michael Consulting Engineers, Rick Haden, Traffic Engineer
Manager, to Danny Walker with attached letter from Danny Walker to Kirkham
Michael Consulting Engineers re: Lincoln BNSF Quiet Zone Study. The Wayside
Horn Test on January 4, 2007.
*3. Email regarding removing holiday decorations within a certain time frame.
*4. Email from Sharon Smith re: 50th Street opening.
*5. Email from David Oenbring re: Opposition to City funds spent on HyVee Store at
52nd and “O” Streets.
*6. Written and Web comments faxed in from constituent.
MISCELLANEOUS RECEIVED WEEK OF JANUARY 22, 2007
1. Email from Paul Haith re: Lincoln Bid Proposal 06-347. Emergency Medical Billing.
2. Email from Terry Bundy, Lincoln Electric Service re: Ice Storm Update.
3. Email from Robert Heese, reply from Scott Holmes, Environmental Public Health,
and Mr. Heese’s reply to Scott Holmes.
4. Letter from Steve Sieck re: Suggestion to relocate the Starship Theater.

VI.

ADJOURNMENT

* HELD OVER FROM JANUARY 15, 2007
W:\FILES\CITYCOUN\WP\DA012207.wpd
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: January 11, 2006
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

Mayor Coleen J. Seng and Police Chief Tom Casady will discuss the City’s crime rate at a
news conference at 10:30 a.m. Friday, January 12 in the Mayor’s Conference Room, 555
South 10th Street.

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: January 11, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831
Steve Schwab, City Forester, 441-7036

CITY RECEIVES GRANTS FOR STREET TREES
Mayor Seng announced that the City Parks and Recreation Department has received grants from the
Nebraska Forest Service and the Nebraska Statewide Arboretum to assist with planting street trees. City
Forestry staff have identified 397 locations throughout the community where street trees could replace
diseased or severely damaged trees.
“Lincoln residents have a great appreciation for street trees and the many benefits trees bring to our
community,” said Mayor Seng. “Trees add to property values and provide shade to lower cooling bills.
They truly are a gift for future generations, and I want to thank the Nebraska Forest Service and the
Nebraska Statewide Arboretum for their assistance with this important replanting effort.”
The grants will not cover the cost to replace trees in all 397 locations, so to stretch the funds, property
owners adjacent to the sites identified for tree replacement will be asked to provide half of the cost of
purchasing and planting the trees. The cost-share match is $60 for each tree.
Property owners who do not want to pay the cost share can refuse the tree.
“This match is about half of the cost of a commercially planted tree, so this is a great value,” said Steve
Schwab, City Forester. “Many residents see street trees as assets to their properties, and we hope that many
people will participate.”
Letters were sent to the property owners adjacent to the sites earlier this week. Residents who wish to
participate should commit to the match by February 1 and make payment by March 1. The tree planting
project will be competitively bid, and street trees will be planted during the spring and fall planting seasons
in 2007.
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: January 12, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831
Chief Tom Casady, Lincoln Police Department, 441-7237

CRIME IN LINCOLN DROPS FOR FIFTH CONSECUTIVE YEAR
Mayor Coleen J. Seng today announced that Lincoln’s crime rate, which reflects the number of crimes per
capita, fell 5.3 percent in 2006 compared to 2005. Overall, crime in Lincoln dropped 4 percent last year, the
fifth consecutive year of declining crime in Lincoln. Crime in Lincoln has been down eight of the past 10
years, and it has dropped steadily since 1991.
The crime statistics are compiled by the Lincoln Police Department as part of the FBI’s national Uniform
Crime Reporting program which tracks murder, rape, robbery, aggravated assault, burglary, auto theft and
larceny theft. Police Chief Tom Casady said Lincoln’s violent crime rate fell 10.6 percent, in contrast to the
national trend of increasing violent crime in 2005 and the first half of 2006. The property crime rate fell 4.7
percent.
“We are very fortunate that crime in our city has decreased over the past decade despite our fairly
significant population growth,” said Mayor Seng. “The partnerships our police department has developed
with agencies, groups and individual citizens are making a difference. The members of our Police
Department have an impressive reputation as problem-solvers. These results reflect the hard work,
productivity and commitment of the women and men of the department.”
Casady said a 46 percent increase in arrests by Lincoln police officers during the past decade is a a
significant factor in the continuing decline in crime. “The number of police officers per capita in Lincoln
continues to be the smallest in Nebraska and one of the smallest in the country,” said Casady. “During the
past decade, we have added the equivalent of the City of Kearney to Lincoln’s population. It would be
difficult to find a police department anywhere with the kind of productivity in criminal investigations and
arrests that the Lincoln Police Department maintains.”
Crime data are reported to the FBI by more than 17,000 law enforcement agencies nationwide and serve as
the basis for most published crime statistics, crime rate comparisons and historical comparisons of crime
reported to the police in the U.S.
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: January 12, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Pat Walter, MCIF Programmer, 430-8410
Carmelee Tuma, MCIF Public Relations Chair, 471-1969

MAYOR’S COMMITTEE FOR INTERNATIONAL FRIENDSHIP
TO HOST GENERAL SECRETARY OF UK’S LABOUR PARTY
The Mayor’s Committee for International Friendship (MCIF) announced today that Peter Martin Watt,
General Secretary of the Labour Party of the United Kingdom, will visit Lincoln January 15 and 16 to study
the electoral system and policy making process in the U.S. Watt was
invited to the U.S. under the auspices of the Department of State’s International Visitor Leadership
Program.
Watt’s schedule includes meetings with Mayor Coleen J. Seng and representatives of the Lancaster County
Election Commission, the League of Women Voters, MCIF and the Lincoln Council for International
Visitors. He also will attend a Martin Luther King, Jr. observance, visit the Nebraska Legislature, tour a
farm in the Greenwood area and speak at a Northeast Kiwanis dinner.
As the Labour Party’s chief executive, Watt is responsible for all operational matters and serves as the
political liaison between the party and its stakeholders. One of his responsibilities as
General Secretary is to prepare the party for elections
The Mayor’s Committee for International Friendship is a volunteer organization which hosts visitors from
around the world. The committee sets up visits with professional counterparts and plans cultural exchanges
and learning experiences to promote international understanding among the visitors and citizens in the
Lincoln area. Participants are established or potential foreign leaders in government, politics, media,
education, science, labor relations and other key fields. They are selected by American Embassies overseas
to visit the United States to experience this
country firsthand.
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Date: January 12, 2007
Contact: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

Mayor Seng’s Public Schedule
Week of January 13 through 19, 2007
Schedule subject to change
Saturday, January 13
American Legion, Auxiliary and Sons of the American Legion Educational Conference, remarks - 8:15 a.m.,
Villager Motel, Grand Ballroom, 5200 “O” Street
Monday, January 15 - City offices closed for Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday
Tuesday, January 16
KFOR - 12:30 p.m., 3800 Cornhusker Highway
International visitor from England - 4 p.m., Mayor’s Office, 555 South 10th Street
Wednesday, January 17
East Rotary Club meeting - 11:30 a.m., County-City Building, Room 113, 555 South 10th Street
Thursday, January 18
United Way annual meeting, remarks - 11:30 a.m., Cornhusker Marriott, 333 South 13th Street
North 27th Street Business Association, remarks - 7 p.m., CenterPointe, 27th and “P” streets
Friday, January 19
El Centro de las Americas annual sponsorship luncheon, remarks - noon, El Centro de las Americas
(Hispanic Center), 2615 “O” Street, Suite D
“Stories of Home” documentary film premiere, remarks - 7:30 p.m., Mary Riepma Ross Media Arts Center,
313 North 13th Street

DGonzolas@ci.lincoln.ne.us

To CIC_Snow_Notification%NOTES@ci.lincoln.ne.us

01/13/2007 09:29 AM

cc
bcc
Subject snow report 9:30 a.m., January 13, 2007

CITY OF LINCOLN SNOW/TRAFFIC CONDITIONS REPORT
A complete voice report is available at 441-7783. This number is for news media use only.
For more information:
Public Works Snow Center ? 441-7644
Diane Gonzolas - 421-1247
Date: Saturday, January 13, 2007
Time: 9:30 a.m.
City crews have been out all night in a full material spreading operation, and they are continuing that work today on
snow emergency routes and major arterials. Snow began falling about 6:30 a.m. The City has received only about an
inch of snow, but Public Works is ready to begin plowing if more accumulates. Drivers are advised to use caution.
StarTran reports that all buses are running on time.
Please stay informed on the status of snow operations in Lincoln. Additional information is available on the City
Web site at lincoln.ne.gov and on pages 49 and 50 in the blue pages of your Windstream phone directory. If you
have questions, you may call the Public Works Snow Center at 441-7644.

DGonzolas@ci.lincoln.ne.us

To CIC_Snow_Notification%NOTES@ci.lincoln.ne.us

01/14/2007 01:45 PM

cc
bcc
Subject 2 p.m. report Jan. 14, 2007.

CITY OF LINCOLN SNOW/TRAFFIC CONDITIONS REPORT
A complete voice report is available at 441-7783. This number is for news media use only.
For more information:
Public Works Snow Center ? 441-7644
Diane Gonzolas - 421-1247
Date: Sunday, January 14, 2007
Time: 2 p.m.
Public Works crews will begin a full plowing operation about 2:30 this afternoon, with 58 plows and 20 material
spreaders working on emergency routes, bus routes and major arterials. Parking bans are not in effect at this time,
but residents are asked to get their cars off the streets on these routes to help crews. Material spreaders have
working continuously since early Saturday morning, but streets can be slick so drivers are advised to use caution.
Please stay informed on the status of snow operations in Lincoln. Additional information is available on the City
Web site at lincoln.ne.gov and on pages 49 and 50 in the blue pages of your Windstream phone directory. If you
have questions, you may call the Public Works Snow Center at 441-7644.

DGonzolas@ci.lincoln.ne.us

To CIC_Snow_Notification%NOTES@ci.lincoln.ne.us

01/14/2007 08:11 PM

cc
bcc
Subject 8 p.m. snow report Jan. 14,2007

CITY OF LINCOLN SNOW/TRAFFIC CONDITIONS REPORT
A complete voice report is available at 441-7783. This number is for news media use only.
For more information:
Public Works Snow Center ? 441-7644
Diane Gonzolas - 421-1247
Date: Sunday, January 14, 2007
Time: 8 p.m.
As Public Works crews complete plowing emergency routes, bus routes and major arterials, they plan to move into
residential areas early Monday morning. Parking bans are not in effect at this time, but residents are asked to get
their cars off the streets. The plowing is being followed up with material spreading, but some streets are glazed, so
drivers are urged to use caution.
The Lincoln Police Department reports there have been 22 accidents in the City since 8 this morning. StarTran
buses will be operating Monday, but the offices will be closed for the Martin Luther King Jr. holiday.
Residents are asked to make sure sidewalks are clear, especially at crosswalks and curb cuts, and to clear snow from
fire hydrants. It is illegal to push or blow snow into or on any street, alley or sidewalk/
Again, parking bans are not in effect at this time.
Please stay informed on the status of snow operations in Lincoln. Additional information is available on the City
Web site at lincoln.ne.gov and on pages 49 and 50 in the blue pages of your Windstream phone directory. If you
have questions, you may call the Public Works Snow Center at 441-7644.

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: January 17, 2006
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

Mayor Coleen J. Seng will kick off the Earned Income Tax Credit campaign and discuss
free tax preparation assistance available in the community at a news conference at 10 a.m.
Thursday, January 18 at the Bennett Martin Public Library, 14th and “N” streets.
Please use the entrance on “N” Street.

PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES DEPARTMENT
Wastewater Division, 2400 Theresa Street, Lincoln, NE 68521, 441-7961, fax 441-8735
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: January 18, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831
Rick G. Carter, Human Services Federation, 441-4399
June Pederson, Area Agency on Aging, 441-7022

MAYOR SENG PROMOTES FREE TAX ASSISTANCE
Mayor kicks off Lincoln’s Earned Income Tax Credit Campaign
Mayor Coleen J. Seng today encouraged families with low or moderate incomes and elderly residents to
use the free services available in Lincoln for preparing their federal and state tax returns. Mayor Seng, the
Human Services Federation and the Lincoln Tax Assistance Coalition joined in launching the Lincoln
Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) Campaign to help working families keep more money in their pockets.
Free tax preparation help is available at Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) sites at many libraries,
cultural centers and other locations throughout the city. The University of Nebraska - Lincoln is offering
assistance the week of January 29 at the East Union and the week of February 19 at the City Campus
Union. For those age 60 and older, AARP Tax-Aide volunteers are providing assistance at three ActivAge
Centers and two libraries. Schedules are attached to this release.
“There are elderly people and hard-working families in our community who are struggling financially,”
said Mayor Seng. “When they file their taxes, we want to make sure they are aware of all the credits for
which they are eligible. The volunteer tax preparers are trained to help them, and I want to thank all those
involved for offering this important service in our community.”
The EITC is a special tax benefit for working people who earn low or moderate incomes. It is designed to
reduce the tax burden on these workers, to supplement wages and to provide a work incentive. Those who
qualify can get back some or all of the federal income tax deducted from their pay. Even workers whose
earnings are too small to owe income tax can get the credit. EITC also offsets any additional taxes
workers may owe, such as payroll taxes.
“The EITC has a definite economic impact by getting money into the pockets of those who need it most,”
said Rick Carter Executive Director of the Human Services Federation and Chair of the Lincoln Tax
Assistance Coalition. “The money is there to help them with their immediate needs, and we’ve also seen
families saving the money to help build their assets through home ownership and small business creation
and expansion.”
- more -

Tax Assistance
January 18, 2007
Page Two
Last year, the Lincoln Coalition prepared 3,700 federal and state tax returns, helping families receive a
total of $3.5 million in refunds. This year also marks the beginning of a Nebraska EITC, which was
passed into law last year. This is worth 8 percent of the federal EITC refund
The Lincoln Coalition is a public, private and non-profit collaboration of the Internal Revenue Service, the
Human Services Federation, U.S. Bank, The University of Nebraska - Lincoln, Wells Fargo, Lincoln City
Libraries, the Lincoln Action Program, the Salvation Army, the Asian Community and Cultural Center, El
Centro de las Americas and other local organizations. Its goals are to increase income and build the assets
of low-income families and individuals in Lincoln and Lancaster County. The group is also part of a state
and national movement to assist people who are working but still unable to make ends meet.
To use the service, individuals must provide photo identification; Social Security cards and birth dates for
all family members; W-2s and Form1099s; other relevant tax information such as interest paid on
mortgages and student loans, charitable donations, child care bills and the ID numbers of day care
providers; a copy of last year’s federal and state tax returns; and bank routing and account numbers for
direct deposit. Married filers must both be present to sign forms.
More information is available by:
calling 2-1-1;
contacting the Human Services Federation at 441-4399 or
contacting the Lincoln City Libraries at 441-8530 or lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: library); and
contacting the Lincoln Area Agency on Aging at 441-7022 or lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: aging).
- 30 -

PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES DEPARTMENT
Recycling Office, 2400 Theresa Street, Lincoln, NE 68521, 441-7043, fax 441-8735
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: January 12, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Gene Hanlon, Recycling Coordinator, 441-7043

WOOD CHIP DISTRIBUTION DELAYED ONE WEEK
The City Recycling Office said today that free wood chips from the City’s annual holiday tree recycling
program will not be available to the public until Wednesday, January 24. Wood chips were to be available
January 17, but the contractor who is grinding the trees has delayed the work because of possible snow and
other factors.
The deadline for dropping off trees is still Sunday, January 14. Wood chips will be available at the same
sites on a first-come, first-served basis through Sunday, February 11. Individuals will need to self-load the
wood chips.
Trees can be dropped off and mulch picked up at the following sites:
Ballard Park, 3901 North 66th Street
Oak Lake Park, 1st Street three blocks south of Cornhusker Highway
Peter Pan Park, 33rd and “X” streets, in the east half of the parking lot
University Place Park, 50th and Garland streets
Holmes Lake Park, parking lot west of the north softball field
Sawyer-Snell Park, 2nd and South streets, west of the Fire Department Building
Tierra Park, 29th and Tierra Drive
Woods Park, 31st and “J” streets, southeast corner of the parking lot
For more information regarding the holiday tree recycling program or the City’s recycling program in
general, see the City Web site, lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: recycle), or call the City Recycling Information
Hotline at 441-8215.
-30-
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CONGRESS
House moves forward with “First 100 Hours”
agenda. House Democratic leaders made a
significant dent this week in their plans to
seek approval of pieces of legislation that
were the centerpiece of their plans to regain
control of Congress. Meanwhile, rank and
file members continued to organize their
offices and receive their committee
assignments.

being debated on the floor that would bring
the Senate language in line with that of the
House.
Once the Senate completes work on lobby
reform next week, the chamber is slated to
take up legislation to increase the minimum
wage, as well as a non-binding resolution to
oppose the President’s plan to add troops in
Iraq.

Of the seven items to be considered in those
100 hours, four have been completed. Ethics
and lobby reform was completed last week,
while
measures
to
implement
recommendations of the 9-11 Commission
(see related story below), increase the
minimum wage, and allow federal embryonic
stem cell research were approved this week.

HOMELAND SECURITY

While the 110th Congress has been in session
for many more than 100 hours already, House
leaders are referring to “legislative hours,” or
the time that Members are actually debating
legislation. Using that benchmark, there are
82 hours and 12 minutes remaining to
complete work on measures pertaining to
reducing student loan interest rates, allowing
the federal government to negotiate lower
drug prices for Medicare patients, and scaling
back tax breaks for oil companies.

Among the provisions in the bill is language
that would change the current formula for the
distribution of federal homeland security
funds to states. With the intent to make the
formulas more risk-based, the measure would
decrease the minimum guaranteed to each
state from 0.75 percent of total funding to
0.25 percent. Border states making a strong
case to the Department of Homeland Security
(DHS) could be guaranteed as much as 0.45
percent. The remainder of the funds would
be distributed using risk-based criteria.

Meanwhile, in the more deliberative body,
Senators have been debating their version of a
lobby and ethics reform bill that opponents
charge is less stringent than its House
counterpart. While the Senate measure was
supposed to be approved in bipartisan
fashion, it has been challenged by
conservative Republicans who want to
strengthen rules regarding earmarks. They
contend that the disclosure measure in its
current form would only apply to 5 percent of
the earmarks, and Senator Jim DeMint (RSC) has offered an amendment currently

House approves change to Homeland
Security formulas. As part of its “First 100
Hours” of the 110th Congress agenda, the
House approved legislation (HR 1) this week
that would implement a number of the
homeland security recommendations of the
September 11 Commission.

The legislation would also authorize an
“Improve Communications for Emergency
Response” grant program at DHS that would
make grants to states or regions to improve
interoperability, and establish a grant program
at DHS to assist local law enforcement in
participating in a state, local, or regional
“fusion center” where security intelligence is
shared by all levels of government. However,
the legislation did not recommend any
specific funding levels for the programs.

2

January 12, 2007

Similar legislation is expected to be
considered by the Senate in the next few
weeks, although considerable opposition to
the formula change is expected there.

WATER RESOURCES
Boxer and Oberstar promise action on
WRDA and other water issues. Senate
Environment and Public Works Committee
Chairman Barbara Boxer (D-CA) said that
water issues will be a priority and
promised quick action on several fronts.
Most notably, Boxer said that she plans to
hold several hearings on the Water
Resources Development Act (WRDA) in
February and March and to mark up a bill
in March. Boxer reportedly had a meeting
with House Transportation and
Infrastructure Committee Chairman James
Oberstar (D-MN) to coordinate their plans
for WRDA. Oberstar did not make as firm
a commitment as Boxer for a schedule but
did say that WRDA is one of his top
priorities.
Congress generally passes a WRDA bill
every two years but has not done so since
2000, creating a tremendous backlog of
f l o o d co n t ro l, n a vi ga t i on a n d
environmental restoration projects that
need authorization. Key sticking points on
the legislation have been its large cost and
disagreements over how best to reform the
Army Corps of Engineers and its project
selection and implementation process.
What remains unclear is whether Boxer
and Oberstar will start the WRDA process
from scratch or will base their bills on
those passed by the House and Senate in
the 109th Congress (HR 2864 and S 728).
Boxer also tentatively plans to hold a
hearing on February 1 on the issue of
perchlorate contamination of drinking
water. A component of munitions and
rocket fuel, perchlorate has contaminated
drinking water in many locations. The
current Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) standard for perchlorate in drinking
water is 24.5 parts per billion but
California is considering a standard of 6
parts per billion. If Congress acts on
perchlorate contamination, the federal
government may be liable for millions of
dollars of clean up costs because of their
military and civil agency participation in
rockets and munitions throughout the
years.

Washington
Boxer also said that further down the
road she will pursue a legislative fix for
the uncertainty that has arisen over
wetland protection in the wake of the
Supreme Court’s decisions in Rapano v.
United States and Carabell v. Army
Corps of Engineers. Those decisions
have created uncertainty over the extent
to which the Corps has the authority to
regulate isolated wetlands that have
limited connections to navigable bodies
of water.

GRANT OPPORTUNITIES
Department of Justice: DOJ
is
accepting applications for the Family
Drug Courts Program for FY 2007. The
program provides seed money to
establish courts for substance-abusing
offenders who are in the family courts
systems due to child abuse and neglect
issues. The maximum funding awarded
is $450,000 and recipients are required a
25 percent match. DOJ has a total $6.7
million to award to approximately 15
applicants. Applications are due by
February 14, 2007. Awards are expected
to be announced no later then September
30, 2007. For more information see:
http://ojjdp.ncjrs.gov/funding/FundingD
etail.asp?fi=73.
Department of Justice: DOJ is now
accepting applications for the Drug
Court Discretionary Grant Program
(DCDG) for FY 2007. Drug Courts help
reduce repeat offenders and substance
abuse among nonviolent offenders.
Funding will be determined based on
implementation grants or enhancement
grants for the drug courts. Grants for
implementation may not exceed
$350,000 over a 24 month period and
grants for enhancement may not exceed
$200,000 over a 12 month period. A
match of 25 percent is required for both
implementation and enhancement grants.
Applications are due by March 6, 2007.
For more information see:
http://www.grants.gov/search/search.do?
mode=VIEW&oppId=12186.
Department of Transportation: DOT
is soliciting applications for the
Transportation, Community, and System
Preservation (TCSP) Program. This is
the first year that funding will be
competitive since Congress may not
designate (earmark) funding due to the

continuing resolution passed for FY
2007. TCSP was created with the main
o b j e c t e d o f u s i n g p l a n n i n g,
implementation, and research grants to
ensure efficiency of the transportation
system while continuing to be attentive
to environmental and preservation
concerns. The TCSP Program is
expected to have $51 million total
available and a 20 percent non-federal
match is required by the applicant.
Grants must be submitted by your State
Transportation Department by March 30,
2007. For more information see:
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/tcsp/gasolicitat
ion.html.

**ACTION BY PLANNING COMMISSION**
NOTICE:

The Lincoln/Lancaster County Planning Commission will hold a public
hearing on Wednesday, January 17, 2007, at 1:00 p.m. in the City-Council
Hearing Room, County-City Building, 555 S. 10th St., Lincoln, Nebraska,
on the following items. For more information, call the Planning
Department, 441-7491.

The Lincoln/Lancaster County Planning Commission will meet on Wednesday,
January 17, 2007, 11:45 a.m. - 12:45 p.m. in the Mayor’s Conference Room of the
County/City Building, 555 S. 10th St., Lincoln, Nebraska, for a briefing by Public
Works and Utilities Watershed Management on Salt Creek Floodplain Ordinance
and Map.
** PLEASE NOTE: The Planning Commission action is final action on any item
with a notation of “FINAL ACTION”. Any aggrieved person may appeal Final
Action of the Planning Commission to the City Council by filing a Notice of
Appeal with the City Clerk within 14 days following the action of the Planning
Commission.
The Planning Commission action on all other items is a recommendation to the
City Council or County Board.

AGENDA
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 17, 2007
[Commissioner Strand absent]
Approval of minutes of the regular meeting held January 3, 2007. **APPROVED, 7-0
(Sunderman abstained; Strand absent)**
1.

CONSENT AGENDA
(Public Hearing and Action):
CHANGE OF ZONE:
1.1

Page
01

Change of Zone No. 06083, from AG Agricultural District to I-1 Industrial
District, on property generally located at N 84th Street and Highway 6.
Staff recommendation: Approval
Staff Planner: Brandon Garrett, 441-6373, bgarrett@lincoln.ne.gov
Removed from Consent Agenda and had public hearing.
Planning Commission recommendation: APPROVAL, subject to fencing
and screening of the entire site, 7-1 (Esseks voting ‘no’; Strand absent).
Public Hearing before City Council tentatively scheduled for Monday,
February 12, 2007, 1:30 p.m.

MISCELLANEOUS:
1.2

Comprehensive Plan Conformance No. 06017, to review a proposed
amendment to the West O Redevelopment Plan, adding three potential new
projects, as to conformance with the 2030 Lincoln-Lancaster County
Comprehensive Plan. The Redevelopment Plan area is generally bounded by
10th Street on the east, ½ mile west of NW 70th Street on the west, and either
side of West O Street, but located south of Interstate 80 and north of the
Burlington Railroad Yard on the south
Staff recommendation: Conformance with the Comprehensive Plan
Staff Planner: Sara Hartzell, 441-6372, shartzell@lincoln.ne.gov
Planning Commission recommendation: A FINDING OF CONFORMANCE
WITH THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN, 8-0 (Strand absent).
Public Hearing before City Council tentatively scheduled for Monday,
February 12, 2007, 1:30 p.m.

1.3

Comprehensive Plan Conformance No. 06019, to review a proposed
amendment to the Lincoln Center Redevelopment Plan for the establishment
of the North Haymarket Arts and Humanities Center Redevelopment Project
as to conformance with the 2030 Lincoln-Lancaster County Comprehensive
Plan. The project area is bounded by "S" Street on the north, 9th Street on the
east, "R" Street on the south, and 8th Street on the west.
Staff recommendation: Conformance with the Comprehensive Plan
Staff Planner: Sara Hartzell, 441-6372, shartzell@lincoln.ne.gov
Planning Commission recommendation: A FINDING OF CONFORMANCE
WITH THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN, 8-0 (Strand absent).
Public Hearing before City Council tentatively scheduled for Monday,
February 12, 2007, 1:30 p.m.

1.4

Street & Alley Vacation No. 06009, to vacate the north-south alley generally
located at N. Cotner Boulevard and Garland Street.
Staff recommendation: Conformance with the Comprehensive Plan
Staff Planner: Brandon Garrett, 441-6373, bgarrett@lincoln.ne.gov
Planning Commission recommendation: A FINDING OF CONFORMANCE
WITH THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN, 8-0 (Strand absent).
Public Hearing before City Council will be scheduled when the provisions
of Chapter 14.20 of the Lincoln Municipal Code have been satisfied.

1.5

Street & Alley Vacation No. 06010, to vacate Sunny Slope Road east of
Avon Lane.
Staff recommendation: Conformance with the Comprehensive Plan
Staff Planner: Brandon Garrett, 441-6373, bgarrett@lincoln.ne.gov
Planning Commission recommendation: A FINDING OF CONFORMANCE
WITH THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN, 8-0 (Strand absent).
Public Hearing before City Council will be scheduled when the provisions
of Chapter 14.20 of the Lincoln Municipal Code have been satisfied.
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1.6
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Street & Alley Vacation No. 06011, to vacate the north/south alley between
N. 27th and N. 29th Streets from the north right-of-way of Vine Street to the
south right-of-way of the east/west alley between Vine Street and Pear Street.
Staff recommendation: Conformance with the Comprehensive Plan
Staff Planner: Brandon Garrett, 441-6373, bgarrett@lincoln.ne.gov
Planning Commission recommendation: A FINDING OF CONFORMANCE
WITH THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN, 8-0 (Strand absent).
Public Hearing before City Council will be scheduled when the provisions
of Chapter 14.20 of the Lincoln Municipal Code have been satisfied.

2.

REQUESTS FOR DEFERRAL: None

4.

PUBLIC HEARING AND ACTION:
CHANGE OF ZONE:
4.1

Page
61

Change of Zone No. 06084, a proposed text amendment to Title 27 of the
Lincoln Municipal Code, by amending Chapter 27.63 to define a special permit
for a kennel; by amending Chapter 27.45 to allow a kennel as a special
permitted use in the H-4 General Commercial District; and by amending
Chapter 27.47 to allow a kennel as a special permitted use in the I-1 Industrial
District.
Staff recommendation: Approval
Staff Planner: Brian Will, 441-6362, bwill@lincoln.ne.gov
Had public hearing.
Deferred four weeks at the request of staff, with CONTINUED PUBLIC
HEARING AND ACTION scheduled for February 14, 2007, 1:00 p.m.

**********
AT THIS TIME, ANYONE WISHING TO SPEAK ON AN ITEM
NOT ON THE AGENDA, MAY DO SO
**********
PENDING LIST:
1.

Change of Zone No. 3321, requested by Michael T. Johnson, on behalf of West Gate,
inc., from R-7 Residential District to B-4 Lincoln Center Business District, on property
generally located at 1729 “M” Street.
(6-13-01: Planning Commission voted 6-0 to place on pending at the request of
the applicant.)

2.

Street and Alley Vacation No. 04013, to vacate all of the east-west alley in Block 65,
Original Lincoln, bounded by 13th, 14th, "M" and "N" Streets, generally located at S.
13th Street & "M" Street.
(3-16-05: Planning Commission voted 9-0 to place on pending until completion
of the Downtown Master Plan at the request of the applicant.)

3a.

Annexation No. 06022, to annex approximately 15.9 acres, generally located at SW
40th Street and West A Street.
(1-3-07: Planning Commission voted 8-0 to continue public hearing on January
31, 2007.)

3b.

Change of Zone No. 06082, from AGR Agricultural Residential District to R-3
Residential District, on property generally located at SW 40th Street and West A
Street.
(1-3-07: Planning Commission voted 8-0 to continue public hearing on January
31, 2007.)

3c.

Preliminary Plat No. 06011, Woodland View 1st Addition, for 25 single family lots and
4 outlots, on property generally located at SW 40th Street and West A Street. The
Planning Commission action on the plat is final, unless appealed to the City Council.
The following waivers are also being requested: a) to allow sanitary sewer to run
against the street grade and b) to allow sanitary sewer to be deeper than 15 feet. Any
waiver requests that are recommended for denial by the Planning Department will be
forwarded to the City Council for public hearing. If all waiver requests are
recommended for approval, the Planning Commission action is final, unless appealed
to the City Council. *** FINAL ACTION ***
(1-3-07: Planning Commission voted 8-0 to continue public hearing on January
31, 2007.)

Planning Dept. staff contacts:
Ray Hill, Development Review Manager . . . .
Steve Henrichsen, Special Projects Manager
Mike Brienzo, Transportation Planner . . . . . . .
Tom Cajka, Planner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
David Cary, Transportation Planner . . . . . . . .
Mike DeKalb, Planner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Christy Eichorn, Planner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Brandon Garrett, Planner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Sara Hartzell, Planner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Brian Will, Planner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Ed Zimmer, Historic Preservation Planner . . .

441-6371 . rhill@lincoln.ne.gov
441-6374 . shenrichsen@lincoln.ne.gov
441-6369 . . mbrienzo@lincoln.ne.gov
441-5662 . tcajka@lincoln.ne.gov
441-6364 . dcary@lincoln.ne.gov
441-6370 . mdekalb@lincoln.ne.gov
441-7603 . . ceichorn@lincoln.ne.gov
441-6373 . . bgarrett@lincoln.ne.gov
441-6372 . shartzell@lincoln.ne.gov
441-6362 . bwill@lincoln.ne.gov
441-6360 . ezimmer@lincoln.ne.gov

*****
The Planning Commission meeting
which is broadcast live at 1:00 p.m. every other Wednesday
will be rebroadcast on Sundays at 1:00 p.m. on 5 City-TV, Cable Channel 5.
*****
The Planning Commission agenda may be accessed on the Internet at
http://www.lincoln.ne.gov/city/plan/pcagenda/index.htm

joncampcc@aol.com

To tgrammer@lincoln.ne.gov

01/18/2007 09:45 AM

cc
bcc
Subject Fwd: HyVee Development Agreement

Tammy:
Please put this in Council materials. . .directors' agenda.
Jon
Jon Camp
Office:
Home:
Cell:
Email:

402-474-1838
402-489-1001
402-560-1001
JonCampCC@aol.com

-----Original Message----From: Bob@acwlaw.org
To: JonCampCC@aol.com
Sent: Tue, 16 Jan 2007 4:22 PM
Subject: HyVee Development Agreement
Jon:
As you may know, I represent Abram LLC in connection with the land sale
to HyVee. We have been cooperating with them in their attempts to meet
certain conditions of the sale including the extension of 50th St. We
have been included in the petition for a paving district, and support
that project. I have been surprised by some of the resistance from the
local property owners, largely related to the sense that the amount of
the proposed assessment is disproportionate to the benefits. Some of
that appears related to the drainage problem in the area, which is
increasing the cost beyond simply paving a street. I don't know if
their complaints are valid, but that seems to be the source of the
problem for doing this by petition. I hope that the City is doing all
in its power to make the petition process the preferable method of
financing and looking carefully as what portion of that project is
really a general improvement and what is a special benefit to the
adjoining property owners.
In any event, the recent decision by the City to try and pay for the
entire project from general funds, and the public uproar over that
decision, as well as comments in the paper by members of the City
Council in opposition to that approach, have also caught us by
surprise. It seems to me that it should not be all or nothing. To that
extent, I think the answer is in the City being responsible for those
improvements beyond simply extending the street, and the adjoining
property owners being assessed the rest of the cost.
We think the HyVee deal is an good deal for the development of that
area, and we express our desire to see City Government (whether the
City Council or the Mayor) do everything in its power to make this
project work. To that end, if there is any information about the
project that would be assistance to you, or members of the Council in

making their decision, I would be happy to respond.
Bob Creager
Attorney at Law
1630 K Street
Lincoln, NE 68508
402 477-8800
rcreager@acwlaw.org

-No virus found in this outgoing message.
Checked by AVG Free Edition.
Version: 7.1.410 / Virus Database: 268.16.12/631 - Release Date:
1/16/2007

________________________________________________________________________
Check out the new AOL. Most comprehensive set of free safety and
security tools, free access to millions of high-quality videos from
across the web, free AOL Mail and more.

Karen K Sieckmeyer /Notes

To CouncilPacket/Notes@Notes

01/12/2007 04:06 PM

cc
bcc
Subject Fw: McRoyRFI#176 - Center Park Exiting Issues

Kenneth D Smith/Notes
01/12/2007 04:03 PM

To Tammy J Grammer/Notes@Notes
cc Deborah L Engstrom/Notes@Notes, Karen K
Sieckmeyer/Notes@Notes, Karl A
Fredrickson/Notes@Notes, Linda K Quenzer/Notes@Notes,
Mark D Bowen/Notes@Notes, Mayor/Notes@Notes, Parking
Staff, Kara J Roberts/Notes@Notes, Larry L
Jochum/Notes@Notes
Subject Re: McRoyRFI#176 - Center Park Exiting Issues

Larry Jochum of PWU Engineering Services has observed the "N" Street garage area several times.
Traffic signal timing was reviewed for adjustments to relieve the congestion for vehicles exiting the garage
during the afternoon peak period. Traffic counts showed that between 4:00 and 6:00 PM, exiting vehicle
counts from the garage is approximately 630 vehicles. During that same time period, the vehicle counts
for "N" Street is approximately 1,300. The signals are set to move traffic as efficiently as possible. Each
individual signal operation is integral to the overall system traffic flow, especially downtown. Interrupting
traffic flow from "N" Street would cause unnecessary stacking not only on "N" St., but also on the
north/south intersecting streets, including the very high volumes on 10th & 11th Streets. Increased
stacking raises the rear end crash potential and delays to arterial traffic. Considering the undesirable
consequences, no traffic signal timing adjustments could be done at this time.
However, PWU Parking is also considering options which may be done within the facility to assist with
exiting. This would include aligning exiting vehicles within the proper exit lane of the parking garage with a
corresponding “N” Street traffic lane. For example a message board could read; for “11th Street South” –
please use first lane. These changes would include message boards, directional signs, and staffing of the
third exit lane. These options would eliminate the “monthly exit only” express lane, which many patrons
desire. These changes could be in affect approximately by the end of February. This would allow us
adequate time to notify Center Park patrons. After implementation, both PWU Parking and Engineering
Services will monitor the traffic flow for any future improvements.
Please feel free to contact Larry or myself with any further questions.
Kenneth D. Smith
City of Lincoln
Public Works & Utilities
555 S. 10th Street
Lincoln, NE 68508
402.441.7548 ofc
402.441.8609 fax
Tammy J Grammer/Notes
Tammy J Grammer /Notes
01/05/2007 03:07 PM

To Karen K Sieckmeyer/Notes@Notes
cc Karl A Fredrickson/Notes@Notes, Kenneth D
Smith/Notes@Notes, Mayor/Notes@Notes, Mark D

Bowen/Notes@Notes, Linda K Quenzer/Notes@Notes,
Deborah L Engstrom/Notes@Notes
Subject McRoyRFI#176

To:
cc:

Public Works - Traffic Division
Ken Smith, Parking Services

Attached, please find Request for Information #176 from Annette McRoy. Please respond in writing to
Sarah Porto on her concerns and suggestions regarding the Centrum Garage and send copy of the
response to Annette and Council Office.
If you will send copy of the response to the Council Office at CouncilPacket@lincoln.ne.gov, in a pdf
format, I will distribute your response in the usual manner on the Directors' Agenda. The Subject line
need only read McRoyRFI#176. Thank-you.

Tammy Grammer
City Council Office
441-6867

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is
for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged
information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are not
the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the
original message.

Paul Haith <phaith@alltel.net>
01/12/2007 12:31 PM

To council@lincoln.ne.gov
cc cm@liba.org, dwinter@journalstar.com,
mayor@lincoln.ne.gov
bcc
Subject Lincoln EMS Billing RFP

LINCOLNBID PROPOSAL 06-347
EMERGENCY MEDICAL BILLING

I would like to express concerns regarding the above cited bidding proposal.

1.

The City of Lincoln Purchasing Department bidding system has recently been
characterized with mistrust and compromised ethical standards as evidenced by
the recent purchase of fire trucks and building contracts.

2.
Two of the nine proposals that the City received for RFP 06-347 were from Nebraska
companies and
neither was afforded the opportunity to be interviewed thus eliminating any opportunity to
keep
Nebraskatax dollars in Nebraska. Reports from the Homeland Security task force and
the Lincoln/Lancaster EMS Review Committee recommended that billing be done “In
House” or by a local hospital. Both reports indicated that a substantial savings could
occur. Yet, the City has chosen to continue to outsource the billing to out-of-state companies
in spite of
local citizens input.

3. EMS Billing Service, Inc.’s proposal indicated a significantly better collection rate
than AccuMed at 87% vs. 77% with a similar charge rate per bill. This means that if Lincoln
had
$4,000,000 of allowable charges, $3,480,000 would be collected rather than $3,080,000, a

difference of some $400,000.

4. It was reported at one of the Lincoln/Lancaster EMS Review Committee meetings, by Sherri
Mients,
that AccuMed would lower their percentage charge if Lincoln Fire would go to three year
contracts, thus the RFP was for three years.
5. Nine billing companies submitted bids for this RFP. Bids were due, and were to be opened
at 12:00 noon, on December 28, 2006 and denial letters were sent January 2, 2007. This gave
only one day, two at the most, for review of
these rather lengthy proposals. We were told that they would be reviewed by four people. I
doubt that they could be reviewed in that short of time frame, discussed and, decisions made as
to who would be selected with out some
preconceived idea.
6. Again, the City of Lincoln, is wasting peoples time, not be mention violation of bidding
laws, in requesting RFP’s when the decision has been made as to who is going to get the bid.
Bid proposals cost companies hundreds of
dollars to but together.
7. There is no doubt in my mind that AccuMed will get the billing contract. Who loses? The
taxpayers.

Respectfully submitted:
Paul Haith
th

2010 S. 80

Lincoln, NE 68506
402-489-0093

I am not an employee of EMS Billing Services, Inc. but I do have a contractual relationship with
the company. I am a tax paying citizen in Lincoln, NEand am very concerned when my tax
dollars are wasted.

For information about EMS Billing Services proposal please contact:
Leslie Vaughn
877-367-9111
P. O. Box641880
Omaha, NE 68164
leslie@emsbillingservices.com

TBundy@les.com

To council@lincoln.ne.gov, mayor@lincoln.ne.gov

01/15/2007 05:04 PM

cc
bcc
Subject Ice Storm Update

Dear Mayor Seng and members of the City Council,
Most of the crews that we sent to other utilities for storm restoration
work will be headed back to Lincoln today. (One of our crews in Holdrege
should be done later this week.)
We had about 22 people that would work a week of storm duty where they
worked 16 hours on, 8 hours off. After a week they would come back to
Lincoln and another group of 22 people would rotate onto storm duty.
We provided assistance to Twin Valleys (near Alma, NE.), Holdrege, Loup
Public Power Dist (near Columbus), and Southern Power District (near Grand
Island).
While we were fortunate not to have any ice damage to our facilities, there
is a current and ongoing financial impact to LES. Every large transmission
line crossing through central Nebraska is out of service. While the lower
voltage distribution systems are now largely restored and the customers
back on, it will be months before the lines that were on the large,
collapsed steel structures are expected to be back in service. Without
these lines, two of our key, low cost resources (Laramie River Station and
Gerald Gentleman Station) are limited to about 40% of normal output. The
cost to replace the LRS and GGS production is averaging about $80,000 per
DAY more than the cost of producing power at these stations. To date the
increased cost is about $1.25 million.
While a lot of the cost of physical repairs will likely be covered by FEMA,
there is no federal program to cover added power costs.
On a more positive note, startup and testing activities at the new Council
Bluffs plant are progressing on schedule for a June commercial operating
date.
Please let me know if you have any questions.
Thanks,
Terry

NOTE: This electronic message and attachment(s), if any, contains information
which is intended solely for the designated recipient(s). Unauthorized
disclosure, copying, distribution, or other use of the contents of this
message or attachment(s), in whole or in part, is prohibited without the
express authorization of the author of this message.

WebForm
<none@lincoln.ne.gov>
01/16/2007 06:32 PM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc
bcc
Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council
Name:
Address:
City:

Robert Heese
5664 N. Pilot Hill Road
North Platte, Nebraska 69101

Phone:
Fax:
Email:

308-534-3371
robertheese@yahoo.com

Comment or Question:
Please read a e-mail I sent to Mr. Holmes with the Health Department, his
reply to me and my reply back to Mr. Homes.
I would hope that the members of the City Council would consider doing
something to inform the public about the dangers of radon, especially with
areas of Lincoln having such high numbers.
Thank you,
Robert Heese

Mr. Holmes,
Thank you for your reply. I am sorry that you lost your Mother to this dreaded
pain-full disease.
I believe that the real estate firms are scared of killing the sale more that
killing the public.
The house we lived in was built in 1975. From what I have read, the radon gas
gets trapped between the concrete basement slab and is released into the air
by means of cracks, sump pits, etc..
I appreciate that you took upon yourself to publish the report in 1990.
FYI, The home inspection and radon test was conducted by Total Home Inspection
Co.,
7300 Hickman Rd., Hickman NE 68372, ph 402-440-8400. Our Realtor was Mike
Poskochil w/ Woods Bros Realty. Jerry's Basement Waterproofing, Inc., 3030
Keystone Drive, Omaha, Nebraska 68134 did the radon mitigation.
I looked at the documents we received from Total Home Inspection Co., the
measurement period was 75 hours. Test date 7/7/06 start 9:30 P.M. End 7/10/06
12:40 P.M.
Looking at the printout of the monitor, the levels ranged from a low of 14.5
to a high of 32.5.
The overall ave = 24.2, EPA Protocol Ave = 24.5.

With the seriousness of radon attributing to a killer cancer, I am asking that
your Department look into this again and through the media, warn the public. I
know that the firms that conduct the radon tests in the area may not be
obligated to furnish information, but with some urging from your Department,
the Mayors office & City Council, you may get some valuable information on
just how bad the radon levels are testing in Lincoln.
I am requesting that you forward this e-mail to the Mayor's office and members
of the City Council.
Thank you for your reply and I hope the City of Lincoln believes this is a
important issue to warn and protect the public.
Robert D. Heese
5664 N. Pilot Hill Road North Platte, Nebraska 69101
PH 308-534-3371
e-mail robertheese@yahoo.com

SHolmes@ci.lincoln.ne.us wrote:
Dear Mr. Heese,
My sincerest condolences to you and your family on the untimely passing of
your wife. Having had my mother die of lung cancer when I was only 21, I
can truly empathize with your family.
Clearly, Radon is a cause of lung cancer, and, as it appears you are well
aware, people who smoke have an even greater risk from radon exposure.
Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department did Radon testing in the late
1980's and found that about 70% of all homes tested in their basements
using a short term 3-day test were above 4 piC/L. These tests followed the
EPA protocol of that era. As per EPAs guidance, we conducted longer term
testing of a significant number of these same homes and found that the vast
majority of these dropped below 4, and almost all the rest fell between 4 &
8. EPAs guidance on such levels was to take some action within several
years to reduce the radon level. A test of greater than 20 was uncommon.
Much of this information was made public and we even published a special
public health report in 1990 on the subject (I was the author of that
report). Based on our findings, we changed our testing protocol and only
offered longer term test kits to the public so more accurate data could be
collected.
EPA and the State of Nebraska and our Department continue to advocate that
people test their homes for Radon and reduce exposure if levels are found
that are believed to present a risk.
Please know that we are saddened by your loss and will continue to try to
work with other government and nongovernment entities (such as Real Estate)
to convey the message that fadon causes lung cancer and exposure can be
reduced or prevented.
Sincerely,
Scott E. Holmes, REHS, MS
Manager, Environmental Public Health Division
Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department

Elaine
Severe/Notes
To
01/02/2007 11:00 Scott E Holmes/Notes@Notes
AM cc
Subject
Fw: Please read - high radon levels

Elaine L. Severe
Administrative Aide
Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department
3140 N Street Lincoln, NE 68510
(402) 441-8093
(402) 441-8638 (voice mail)
(402) 441-6229 (fax)
esevere@lincoln.ne.gov
----- Forwarded by Elaine Severe/Notes on 01/02/2007 10:59 AM ----Robert Heese
o.com> To
health@lincoln.ne.gov
01/01/2007 07:14 cc
PM
Subject
Please read - high radon levels

I intend to send this e-mail to the General Council, Mayor & Health
Department of the City of Lincoln.
My wife (Bev) and I moved to Lincoln in 1998. While in Lincoln we moved
twice, our second residence was at 2621 Heide Lane from April of 2000 to
August of 2006.
I accepted a job with a new employer and we moved to North Platte around
August 1st, 2006.
In the process of selling our house on Heide Lane, we recieved an offer and
the potential buyer requested a home inspection, hired their home inspector
and wanted the house checked for radon.

The home inspector tested for radon and the tests confirmed radon levels
way off the charts. The radon levels were around 22 pCi/L. The EPA
recommends homes having 2 to 4 pCi/L being fixed. I asked the realtor just
how many homes that are tested in Lincoln fail and he said 50 %. We paid
for a company to come in, drill into the concrete, place PVC and have a fan
that vents the radon gas to the outside. The fan runs all the time & has a
indicator that shows the radon levels. We closed on the house with this
buyer.
Upon moving to North Platte, my wife who was a light smoker, a nurse & very
active, started to have a sharp pain in her left side. She thought it was
just from the move, went to the Dr. and took some pain meds. After 3 days
of pain and getting worse she had an X-RAY that showed a mass in her left
lung. She had a biopsy on Ausust 31 and it came back Non-Small Lung Cancer.
She had futher tests in Lincoln & at UNMC in Omaha. We were told that she
had Stage 4 lung cancer, a mass on her lung, on her ribs and a spot on the
brain. She asked how long she had to live and was told 6 months to 1 year.
She wanted to be with me in North Platte and started chemo and radiation
treatments. She was in and out of the Hospital, in exterme pain and about
Nov 1st we were told that she had cancer all up and down her spine, more in
the brain, the mass in her lung was growing, cancer had went to the hips.
We took her home for hospice and she died on Nov 8, 2006. At the age of 54.
Her death certificate is checked that she was a smoker & died due to lung
cancer.
When I told the Doctors about the radon, all of them said "well let's don't
worry about the cause".
I believe that the combination of smoking and the radon caused her death.
She loved to cook and had a cooking stove in the basement, where she did
most of the cooking,sewed, ironed, crafts & watched TV and slept on the
couch in the downstairs rec room (due to my snoring upstairs most of the
time).
During the past few weeks, I noticed articles about radon in Nebraska
newspapers and about ordering home test kits.
I did not realize the seriousness of radon and how bad it is in Lincoln.
Yes, my wife died of a cancer that some people may say "well she shouldn't
have been smoking those damn cigg., she deserved it". Even that lung cancer
has such a high death rate- almost no cure- due to being discovered too
late. Do you ever see anyone on a lung cancer walk, no because it has the
stigma of being a lepers disease.
But think of this. Do you have a basement? Does your spouse or children
inhabit the basement? (the upper levels get infected also, but not as
much).
The EPA has a chart that shows at levels of 20 pCi/L
260 out of 1000 smokers may develop lung cancer
36 out of 1000 non-smokers may develop lung cancer.
This to me is too high and the public should be warned.
I feel that the City of Lincoln did a service to the public on the smoking
issue. Please take this issue to heart. I have two children living in
Lincoln and am going to pay to have their homes checked. I would suggest

that you have yours checked too. How many of your friends live close to
where I did? Do they have children?
Please go to the EPA website below and read the risks of radon.
http://www.epa.gov/radon/healthrisks.html
Thank you,
Robert Heese
5664 N. Pilot Hill Road North Platte, Nebraska 69101
robertheese@yahoo.com
308-534-3371

AD D E N D U M
TO
D I R E C T O R S’ A G E N D A
MONDAY, JANUARY 22, 2007
I.

MAYOR -

1.

NEWS ADVISORY - RE: Mayor Seng’s Public Schedule Week of January
20 through 26, 2007 - Schedule subject to change.

2.

City of Lincoln Snow/Traffic Conditions Report - 01/20/07 at 11:30 p.m.

3.

City of Lincoln Snow/Traffic Conditions Report - 01/21/07 at 9:30 a.m.

4.

City of Lincoln Snow/Traffic Conditions Report - 01/21/07 at 6:30 p.m.

II.

CITY CLERK - NONE

III.

CORRESPONDENCE
A.

COUNCIL REQUESTS/CORRESPONDENCE - NONE

B.

DIRECTORS AND DEPARTMENT HEADS - NONE

C.

MISCELLANEOUS - NONE

daadd012207/tjg

Date: January 19, 2007
Contact: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

Mayor Seng’s Public Schedule
Week of January 20 through 26, 2007
Schedule subject to change
Monday, January 22
Home Builders Association of Lincoln installation and awards banquet, remarks and presentations - 6 p.m.,
Champions Club, 707 Stadium Drive (west of Memorial Stadium)
Tuesday, January 23
KLIN - 8:10 a.m., 4343 “O” Street
Wednesday, January 24 through Friday, January 26
Attending United States Conference of Mayors in Washington D.C.

DGonzolas@ci.lincoln.ne.us

To CIC_Snow_Notification%NOTES@ci.lincoln.ne.us

01/20/2007 11:32 PM

cc
bcc
Subject snow report 11:30 p.m. 1-20-07

CITY OF LINCOLN SNOW/TRAFFIC CONDITIONS REPORT
A complete voice report is available at 441-7783. This number is for news media use only.
For more information:
Public Works Snow Center ? 441-7644
Diane Gonzolas, 421-1247, 525-1520
Date: Saturday, January 20, 2007
Time: 11:30 p.m.
Snow began falling in Lincoln about 5 Saturday evening, and City crews began material spreading about 8 p.m. The
City began a full plowing operation about 11 Saturday night, with about 70 plows and material spreaders working
on emergency routes and arterials. Parking bans are not in effect at this time, but residents are asked to move
vehicles off the streets to help the plowing operation.
Please stay informed on the status of snow operations in Lincoln. Additional information is available on the City
Web site at lincoln.ne.gov and in your Windstream phone directory. If you have questions, you may call the Public
Works Snow Center at 441-7644.

DGonzolas@ci.lincoln.ne.us

To CIC_Snow_Notification%NOTES@ci.lincoln.ne.us

01/21/2007 09:27 AM

cc
bcc
Subject snow report 9:30 a.m., 1-21-07

CITY OF LINCOLN SNOW/TRAFFIC CONDITIONS REPORT
A complete voice report is available at 441-7783. This number is for news media use only.
For more information:
Public Works Snow Center ? 441-7644
Diane Gonzolas, 421-1247, 525-1520
Date: Sunday, January 21, 2007
Time: 9:30 a.m.
Lincoln has received about six inches of snow since Saturday evening. The City began a full plowing operation
about 11 Saturday night and will be ready to move into residential areas about noon Sunday. Ag tractors will begin
working in cul-de-sacs about 9:30 Sunday morning. Material spreading operations also will continue. Parking bans
are not in effect at this time, but residents are asked to move vehicles off the streets to help the plowing operation.
Please stay informed on the status of snow operations in Lincoln. Additional information is available on the City
Web site at lincoln.ne.gov and in your Windstream phone directory. If you have questions, you may call the Public
Works Snow Center at 441-7644.

DGonzolas@ci.lincoln.ne.us

To CIC_Snow_Notification%NOTES@ci.lincoln.ne.us

01/21/2007 06:20 PM

cc
bcc
Subject snow report 6:30 p.m. 1-21-07

CITY OF LINCOLN SNOW/TRAFFIC CONDITIONS REPORT
A complete voice report is available at 441-7783. This number is for news media use only.
For more information:
Public Works Snow Center ? 441-7644
Diane Gonzolas, 421-1247, 525-1520
Date: Sunday, January 21, 2007
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Snow plows and material spreaders will continue moving through Lincoln?s residential areas overnight. Parking
bans are not in effect at this time, but residents are asked to move vehicles off the streets to help the plowing
operation. The Lincoln Police Department reports 23 accidents in the City since midnight,
Residents are asked to make sure sidewalks are clear, especially at curb cuts, and to clear snow away from fire
hydrants. Remember, it is illegal to push or blow snow into or on any street, alley or sidewalk.
Please stay informed on the status of snow operations in Lincoln. Additional information is available on the City
Web site at lincoln.ne.gov and in your Windstream phone directory. If you have questions, you may call the Public
Works Snow Center at 441-7644.

