IN LIEU OF
DIRECTORS’ MEETING
MONDAY, AUGUST 28, 2006

I.

MAYOR
*1. NEWS RELEASE - 21 Educational Access kicks off third season of Nebraska Wesleyan
football.
*2. NEWS RELEASE - 21 Educational Access kicks off third season of high school football.
*3. NEWS RELEASE - Safe walk and safe ride to school set for Thursday, August 24, 2006.

II.

DIRECTORS
FINANCE/CITY TREASURER
*1. Monthly City Cash Report and Pledged Collateral Statement for August 2006.
*2. Sales Tax Reports for August
a) Actual compared to projected sales tax collections.
b) Gross sales tax collections (with refunds added back in) 2000-2001 through 2005-2006.
c) Sales tax refunds 2000-2001 through 2005-2006.
d) Net sales tax collections 2000-2001 through 2005-2006.
*3. Final property tax base compared to estimated tax base used for Mayor’s budget.
PLANNING
*1. Harrison Heights Addition, Final Plat #06034. Generally located at North 86th and Leighton
Avenue.
PUBLIC WORKS & UTILITIES
*1. Letter from Harry Kroos to Architect, Builder or Contractor - RE: Curb Cut & Permit Fees.
*2. ADVISORY - Pine Lake Road Widening Project #700014.
*3. ADVISORY - Pre-Construction Public Meeting. South 48th Street; Old Cheney - Claire.
Water Main Project #700270.

III.

CITY CLERK

IV.

COUNCIL REQUESTS/CORRESPONDENCE
ROBIN ESCHLIMAN
*1. Information on square foot of airport project from Don Herz, Finance Director.
DAN MARVIN
*1. Request to Karl Fredrickson & Roger Figard, Public Works & Utilities - RE: Request for
information regarding road design standards (RFI#3 - 8/23/06)
ANNETTE McROY
1. Request to Harry Kroos, Public Works & Utilities Dept.-Sidewalks - RE: Sidewalk Repair
(RFI#172 - 8/17/06).

PATTE NEWMAN
*1. Request to Larry Worth, StarTran /Karl Fredrickson, Public Works/Steve Hubka, Budget
Officer - RE: City bus drivers (RFI#40 - 8/09/06). — 1.) SEE RESPONSE FROM LARRY
WORTH, STARTRAN RECEIVED ON RFI#40 - 8/16/06.
*2. Correspondence from Mark Hunzeker, and petition requesting 44th Street railroad crossing be
closed temporarily. (Delivered to Council Members on August 22, 2006)
V.

VI.

MISCELLANEOUS
*1. Email from anonymous constituent re: Authorization for independent opinion by an ex-city
employee.
*2. Email fro m Marcee Metzger re: Support ban on concealed weapons in Human Services and
Family Violence Facilities.
*3a.Email from John Malotky re: Vote no on proposals 06-140 and 06-141. (Council received on
08/21/06 before Formal Meeting)
*3b.Email from Colleen Malotky, re: Vote no on proposals 06-140 and 06-141. (Council received
on 08/21/06 before Formal Meeting)
*4. Email from Susan Scott, Director of YWCA, re: Request YWCA be on list banning concealed
weapons.
*5. Email from Marti McGuyver re: Cleaning up tagged property.
*6. Email from Larry Koelling re: Vote no on gun ordinances 06-140 and 06-141.
*7. Certified Letter from Nebraska Liquor Control Commission re: Gas N Shop, Inc. “Cappy’s”
notified of an order to show cause issued for manager’s application of John Caporale.
*8. Three page letter from Wayne E. Janssen re: Vote against ordinance regarding Section
9.36.100, concealed weapon ordinance banning firearm possession.
*9. Email from Sharon Eilers re: Conceal carry decision.
*10. Email from Alicia Malotky re: Vote no on proposals 06-140 and 06-141.
ADJOURNMENT

*HELD OVER UNTIL SEPTEMBER 11, 2006.
da082806/mm

-2-

Actual Compared to
Projected Sales Tax Collections
2005-06
PROJECTED
SEPTEMBER
$4,521,210
OCTOBER
$4,738,362
NOVEMBER
$4,743,930
DECEMBER
$4,420,986
JANUARY
$4,632,570
FEBRUARY
$5,740,599
MARCH
$4,191,410
APRIL
$3,957,554
MAY
$4,620,145
JUNE
$4,464,241
JULY
$4,536,625
AUGUST
$4,837,297
TOTAL

$55,404,929

2005-06
ACTUAL
$4,549,328
$4,464,503
$4,625,303
$4,505,085
$4,073,189
$5,724,498
$4,082,038
$3,794,477
$4,376,803
$4,525,529
$4,615,569
$4,934,023

VARIANCE
FROM
PROJECTED
$28,118
($273,859)
($118,627)
$84,099
($559,381)
($16,101)
($109,372)
($163,077)
($243,342)
$61,288
$78,944
$96,726

$54,270,346

($1,134,583)

$ CHANGE % CHANGE
FR. 04-05
FR. 04-05
$37,025
0.82%
($76,968)
-1.69%
$39,042
0.85%
$330,257
7.91%
$30,145
0.75%
$31,981
0.56%
$22,404
0.55%
($233,611)
-5.80%
($231,231)
-5.02%
$2,605
0.06%
$259,101
5.95%
$278,386
5.98%
$489,137

0.91%

CITY OF LINCOLN
GROSS SALES TAX COLLECTIONS
(WITH REFUNDS ADDED BACK IN)
2000-2001 THROUGH 2005-2006

SEPTEMBER

ACTUAL
2000-2001
$3,758,935

ACTUAL
2001-2002
$3,844,150

ACTUAL
2002-2003
$4,239,938

ACTUAL
2003-2004
$4,453,875

% CHG.
FR. PRIOR
YEAR
5.05%

ACTUAL
2004-2005
$4,648,160

% CHG.
FR. PRIOR
YEAR
4.36%

ACTUAL
2005-2006
$4,630,210

% CHG.
FR. PRIOR
YEAR
-0.39%

OCTOBER

$4,273,028

$4,116,763

$4,464,191

$4,670,587

4.62%

$4,706,690

0.77%

$4,823,369

2.48%

NOVEMBER

$4,060,765

$4,125,824

$4,407,744

$4,526,166

2.69%

$4,687,792

3.57%

$4,799,275

2.38%

DECEMBER

$3,824,569

$3,855,906

$4,034,958

$4,314,111

6.92%

$4,500,338

4.32%

$4,511,403

0.25%

JANUARY

$3,968,572

$4,140,990

$4,046,633

$4,335,924

7.15%

$4,264,010

-1.66%

$4,342,902

1.85%

FEBRUARY

$4,895,886

$4,982,568

$5,224,986

$5,531,405

5.86%

$6,086,841

10.04%

$5,797,893

-4.75%

MARCH

$3,731,090

$3,908,567

$4,076,943

$3,980,041

-2.38%

$4,158,874

4.49%

$4,247,908

2.14%

APRIL

$3,126,694

$3,641,403

$3,711,803

$3,889,388

4.78%

$4,097,988

5.36%

$3,991,159

-2.61%

MAY

$4,061,857

$3,949,873

$4,184,028

$4,602,788

10.01%

$4,730,317

2.77%

$4,543,369

-3.95%

JUNE

$3,741,325

$3,856,119

$4,169,550

$4,599,245

10.31%

$4,557,735

-0.90%

$4,539,614

-0.40%

JULY

$3,804,895

$4,033,350

$4,105,554

$4,391,257

6.96%

$4,519,466

2.92%

$4,655,061

3.00%

AUGUST

$4,093,476

$4,231,174

$4,402,156

$4,893,438

11.16%

$4,803,665

-1.83%

$4,991,723

3.91%

TOTAL

$47,341,091

$48,686,688

$51,068,484

$54,188,225

6.11%
#DIV/0!

$55,761,877

2.90%
#DIV/0!

$55,873,886

0.20%
#DIV/0!
Year to date vs.
previous year
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CITY OF LINCOLN
SALES TAX REFUNDS
2000-2001 THROUGH 2005-2006
ACTUAL
2000-2001

ACTUAL
2001-2002

ACTUAL
2002-2003

ACTUAL
2003-2004

% CHG.
FR. PRIOR
YEAR

ACTUAL
2004-2005

% CHG.
FR. PRIOR
YEAR

ACTUAL
2005-2006

% CHG.
FR. PRIOR
YEAR

SEPTEMBER

($472,215)

($646,545)

($48,531)

($69,997)

44.23%

($135,858)

94.09%

($80,882)

-40.47%

OCTOBER

($127,363)

($379,290)

($64,605)

($110,193)

70.56%

($165,219)

49.94%

($358,866)

117.21%

NOVEMBER

($448,872)

($132,336)

($134,088)

($219,454)

63.66%

($101,531)

-53.73%

($173,972)

71.35%

DECEMBER

($193,085)

($240,014)

($177,459)

($390,445)

120.02%

($325,510)

-16.63%

($6,319)

-98.06%

JANUARY

($352,999)

($74,082)

($306,467)

($59,315)

-80.65%

($220,967)

272.53%

($269,713)

22.06%

FEBRUARY

($115,206)

($509,277)

($61,404)

($323,218)

426.38%

($394,324)

22.00%

($73,395)

-81.39%

MARCH

($303,779)

($428,507)

($17,601)

($22,759)

29.30%

($99,240)

336.05%

($165,869)

67.14%

APRIL

($478,438)

($333,878)

($281,861)

($199,018)

-29.39%

($69,900)

-64.88%

($196,682)

181.38%

MAY

($79,461)

($176,292)

($275,081)

($155,787)

-43.37%

($122,283)

-21.51%

($166,567)

36.21%

JUNE

($47,618)

($127,168)

($138,914)

($194,593)

40.08%

($34,811)

-82.11%

($14,085)

-59.54%

JULY

($235,932)

($181,863)

($563,339)

($42,086)

-92.53%

($162,998)

287.30%

($39,492)

-75.77%

AUGUST

$0

($63,949)

($341,868)

($531,884)

55.58%

($148,028)

-72.17%

($57,700)

-61.02%

($2,318,751)

-3.83%

($1,980,668)

-14.58%

($1,603,541)

-19.04%

TOTAL

($2,854,968) ($3,293,201) ($2,411,218)

Year to date vs.
previous year
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CITY OF LINCOLN
NET SALES TAX COLLECTIONS
2000-2001 THROUGH 2005-2006

SEPTEMBER

ACTUAL
2000-2001
$3,286,720

ACTUAL
2001-2002
$3,197,606

ACTUAL
2002-2003
$4,191,407

ACTUAL
2003-2004
$4,383,878

% CHG.
FROM PR.
YEAR
4.59%

ACTUAL
2004-2005
$4,512,303

% CHG.
FROM PR.
YEAR
2.93%

ACTUAL
2005-2006
$4,549,328

% CHG.
FROM PR.
YEAR
0.82%

OCTOBER

$4,145,665

$3,737,474

$4,399,587

$4,560,394

3.66%

$4,541,471

-0.41%

$4,464,503

-1.69%

NOVEMBER

$3,611,894

$3,993,488

$4,273,655

$4,306,712

0.77%

$4,586,261

6.49%

$4,625,303

0.85%

DECEMBER

$3,631,485

$3,615,893

$3,857,499

$3,923,666

1.72%

$4,174,828

6.40%

$4,505,085

7.91%

JANUARY

$3,615,574

$4,066,908

$3,740,166

$4,276,609

14.34%

$4,043,044

-5.46%

$4,073,189

0.75%

FEBRUARY

$4,780,680

$4,473,291

$5,163,582

$5,208,187

0.86%

$5,692,517

9.30%

$5,724,498

0.56%

MARCH

$3,427,311

$3,480,060

$4,059,342

$3,957,283

-2.51%

$4,059,634

2.59%

$4,082,038

0.55%

APRIL

$2,648,256

$3,307,525

$3,429,942

$3,690,371

7.59%

$4,028,088

9.15%

$3,794,477

-5.80%

MAY

$3,982,395

$3,773,581

$3,908,947

$4,447,001

13.76%

$4,608,034

3.62%

$4,376,803

-5.02%

JUNE

$3,693,707

$3,728,951

$4,030,637

$4,404,651

9.28%

$4,522,924

2.69%

$4,525,529

0.06%

JULY

$3,568,964

$3,851,488

$3,542,215

$4,349,171

22.78%

$4,356,468

0.17%

$4,615,569

5.95%

AUGUST

$4,093,476

$4,167,224

$4,060,288

$4,361,554

7.42%

$4,655,637

6.74%

$4,934,023

5.98%

TOTAL

$44,486,126

$45,393,489

$48,657,267

$51,869,477

6.60%

$53,781,209

3.69%

$54,270,346

0.91%
Year to date vs.
previous year
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Final Property Tax Base
Compared to Estimated Tax Base
Used For Mayor's Budget

Real
Personal
Centrally Assessed
Total Tax Base

2005-2006
Final
Tax Base
$12,897,825,080
$525,730,603
$159,694,612
$13,583,250,295

Tax Base For
2006-2007
Mayor's Budget
(Estimated)
$14,837,600,000
$485,730,603
$159,694,612

Mayor's Budget
Percentage
Change
From 05-06
15.04%
-7.61%
0.00%

$15,483,025,215

13.99%

"Valuation Attributed To Growth" certified by the Assessor was $380,329,495 or 2.80%.

Tax Base For
Adopted Budget
2006-2007
Percentage
Adopted
Change
Budget
From 05-06
$14,638,856,501
13.50%
$538,646,420
2.46%
$164,660,867
3.11%
$15,342,163,788

12.95%

August 22, 2006

PINE LAKE ROAD WIDENING PROJECT #700014
The contractor for the Pine Lake Road and South 56th Street project has substantially
completed the retaining walls along Pine Lake Road and South 56th Street. The
contractor for the project would like to complete his retaining wall work which includes
pipe railing for the properties which do not install fences.
The City would like to avoid having the wall go into the winter months without the
railing or privacy fences and is requesting that the property owner start work or notify
us to make other arrangements by September 15, 2006. After September 15, 2006, the
City will direct the contractor to erect a pipe rail fence on the retaining wall in the areas
of the property where fences have not been erected or placed (example of pipe rail fence
is the property on the northwest corner of Pine Lake Road and South 59th Street).
Thank you for your understanding and cooperation.

Charlie Wilcox, Project Manager
City of Lincoln, Engineering Services
531 Westgate Boulevard, Suite 100
Phone: (402) 441-7532
Cell: (402) 440-6067
cwilcox@lincoln.ne.gov

700014 Adv CDW 7 tdq.wpd

August 24, 2006

Pre-Construction Public Meeting
South 48th Street; Old Cheney - Claire
Water Main Project #700270
The South 48th Street water main from Old Cheney Road to Claire Avenue is nearing
construction. This project will bring a permanent solution to this section of water main to
prevent future interruption of services.
A pre-construction public meeting will be held in open house format on Monday, August 28,
2006 from 5:00 - 6:30 p.m. at Godfather’s Pizza located on South 48th Street and Highway 2.
This is your opportunity to meet the contractor, General Excavating, and the City’s
construction project manager to get information on construction, schedule, and phasing and
ask your questions about the project.
Also, representatives from the City of Lincoln and Olsson Associates, the engineering firm,
will be present to discuss the project.
If you have any questions regarding the pre-construction public meeting, please contact one
of the following:
Shayne Huxoll
Olsson Associates
(402) 458-5656

700270 Adv HL 2 tdq.wpd

Holly Lionberger, City Project Manager
Public Works and Utilities Department
(402) 441-8400

WebForm
<none@lincoln.ne.gov>
08/19/2006 05:49 PM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc
bcc
Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council
Name:
Address:
City:

SCREWED AGAIN
HOSED AVENUE
LINCOLN, NE

Phone:
Fax:
Email:
Comment or Question:
JUST WHO AUTHORIZED THE MAYOR TO SPENT $30.000.00 PER MONTH
for an independent opinion done by a company that is chaired by an EX CITY
EMPLOYEE.JUST HOW IMPARTIAL IS THIS GONNA BE FOR THE NEXT 6 MONTHS OR LONGER.
AND HOW EXPENSIVE IS THAT!! I WOULD LIKE A JOB THAT PAYS THAT MUCH FOR THE
NEXT 6 MONTHS!! WE ALL WOULD. I GUESS THE CITY HAS TO PAY FOR ITS SHARE OF THE
NEW BUILDING AT 66TH & PIONEERS.
SCREWED AGAIN AND AGAIN AND AGAIN BY THIS MAYOR!! AND I AM SICK OF
IT!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

WebForm
<none@lincoln.ne.gov>
08/21/2006 10:25 AM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc
bcc
Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council
Name:
Address:
City:

Marcee Metzger
2545 N Street
Lincoln, NE 68510

Phone:
Fax:
Email:

476-2110
mmetzger@rsacc.org

Comment or Question:
To: Lincoln City Council Members
From Marcee Metzger, Rape/ Spouse Abuse Crisis Center
Subject: Please support the ban on concealed weapons in Human Services and
Family Violence facilities and increased list of crimes for those baned from
carrying concealed weapons.
I write today to express the Rape Spouse Abuse Crisis Centers support of an
ordinance that restricts where concealed weapons can be carried in Lincoln,
including human services, domestic violence and substance abuse facilities. We
also support the addition to the list of identified crimes by Chief Tom Casady
in which individuals would not have the right to carry concealed weapons in
our community.
I have been working to end violence against women and children for more than
25 years, as the Executive Director to Rape Spouse Abuse Crisis Center, my
staff and I regularly hear stories from battered women, sexual assault
survivors and stalking victims of how guns are used to control, frighten and
intimidate them. Many gun and knife injuries are presented. Children often
witness these threats and violent acts and suffer long term effects.
Each day at RSACC many victims of violence present their traumatic stories of
violence and abuse. Batterers have shown up at our agency with concealed
weapons. The thought of angry perpetrators showing up and legally being able
to carry these concealed weapons puts the people using our services, the staff
and the officers called to respond at greater risk when these incidents take
place. We know that when a victim chooses to leave the batterer, the violence
often escalates. It is simply not in the best interest of public safety to
allow a batterer to chase after an escaping victim and her children with a
concealed handgun or other weapon.
Guns and other weapons profoundly affect the dynamics of domestic violence
when they are used by a batterer to intimidate and frighten as well as to maim
and kill. Studies have shown that firearms substantially increase the
lethality of a violent interaction. A 1997 analysis of domestic homicides
where a woman was murdered by a spouse, intimate acquaintance, or close
relative showed that having one or more guns in the home made a woman 7.2
times more likely to be the victim of a homicide.
In the statute passed by the State there are exemptions for who would have the
right to carry a concealed weapon. The list of those crimes does not include

several crimes which are typical of domestic violence which we see in
Lincoln/Lancaster County. Many of these have been identifies in this ordinance
by Chief Casady. It is important to have these crimes added to the ban on who
can carry concealed weapons in Lincoln.
The Rape Spouse Abuse Crisis Center strongly supports and ordinance that bans
concealed weapons in the places where the vulnerable in our community seek
assistance and expanding those crimes listed which exempt individuals
committing this crimes from the right to carry a concealed weapons.

WebForm
<none@lincoln.ne.gov>
08/21/2006 11:30 AM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc
bcc
Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council
Name:
Address:
City:

John Malotky
5446 NW Fairway Dr.
Lincoln, NE 68521

Phone:
Fax:
Email:

402-416-3429
jmalotky@neb.rr.com

Comment or Question:
Please vote 'NO' on the unconstitutional proposals 06-140, and 06-141.
Restricting the rights of Lincolnites with obscure ordinances will only
attract perpetrators looking for victims in a 'safer work environment.'
These are the kinds of ordinances - like high taxes - that drive away our
young people (documented) and possibly our retirees. The latter is not
documented, but the trend is being observed - see the article on front page,
section D in the Sunday Journal, Aug.20, 2006.

WebForm
<none@lincoln.ne.gov>
08/21/2006 11:31 AM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc
bcc
Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council
Name:
Address:
City:

Colleen Malotky
5446 NW Fairway Dr.
Lincoln, NE 68521

Phone:
Fax:
Email:

402-416-3429
cmalotky@neb.rr.com

Comment or Question:
Please vote 'NO' on the unconstitutional proposals 06-140, and 06-141.
Restricting the rights of Lincolnites with obscure ordinances will only
attract perpetrators looking for victims in a 'safer work environment.'

"Susan Scott"
<susanscott@alltel.net>
08/21/2006 02:44 PM
Please respond to
"Susan Scott"
<susanscott@alltel.net>

To "council@ci.lincoln.us" <council@ci.lincoln.ne.us>
cc
bcc
Subject Carry Concealed

I would like the YWCA to be on the list of organizations who would ban concealed weapons, please. We have
child care and women who have domestic problems. Thank you for your consideration. Susan
Susan Scott
Executive Director
YWCA Lincoln
1432 N Street
Lincoln, NE 68508
402 474 5801 P/Fax

"Marti McGuyver"
<mmcguyver@windstream.net
>
08/21/2006 02:42 PM

To <Council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc
bcc
Subject Cleaning up "TAGGINS"

I hope that the final draft of this bill includes private property ie. Gaslight Village we have had this problem for the
last 3 yrs that I have owned homes in here and now they are tagging homes but before that it was the parks and the
empty homes waiting to be torn down and though we {the home owners assc.} have met with the management to
get them to deal with this thier view is if we clean it up the will just do it again so they have refused to deal with it
. If the bill deals with this type of private propety then we have something behind us, we are working very hard to
clean this area up but are having a hard time getting management to work with us. As long as rents get paid they
are not interested in improving the look and mantain it so please take this into account when writing the final draft,
we too want to help clean up Lincoln and maintain it

Marti McGuyver
901 Gaslight Lane
Lincoln
402-601-7699

"Larry & Robin Koelling"
<larob@threeriverwb.net>
08/19/2006 02:39 PM

To <Council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc
bcc
Subject o6-140 06-141 gun ordinances

Dear council members, My daughter lives alone in Lincoln and works at the University Lab. Her safety is a
concern of mine in that I live in out state Nebr. She sometimes has to work alone and late arriving at
her appartment after dark. She is well versed in using firearms safely. I would ask you not take this means
of self-defence, that we have in the rest of Nebraska, away from her. Please vote NO on these proposals. Thank you
for your time and concideration. Respectfully yours a concerned father. Larry Koelling

SharonAEilers@aol.com

To council@lincoln.ne.gov

08/22/2006 04:45 PM

cc
bcc
Subject NICE GOING!

Dear Council Members,
Regarding the weapon conceal carry decision:
Oh no, do not include DUI's. But then why bother; most people getting DUI's are
out drinking and driving a lot of the time and they have a better weapon: their
vehicle!
Sharon Eilers
Lincoln NE

WebForm
<none@lincoln.ne.gov>
08/23/2006 01:20 AM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc
bcc
Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council
Name:
Address:
City:

Alicia Malotky
5446 NW Fairway Dr
Lincoln, NE, 68521

Phone:
Fax:
Email:
Comment or Question:
Please vote 'NO' on the unconstitutional proposals 06-140, and 06-141.
Restricting the rights
of Lincolnites with obscure ordinances will only attract perpetrators looking
for victims in a
'safer work environment.'

AD D E N D U M
TO
D I R E C T O R S’ A G E N D A
MONDAY, AUGUST 28, 2006
I.

MAYOR 1.

NEWS ADVISORY - RE: Mayor Seng and the City Law Department will discuss
the fire truck specifications at a news briefing at 3:30 p.m. on 08/24/06 -(Council
received in their Thursday packets on 8/24/06)

2.

NEWS RELEASE - RE: Mayor Announces Resolution On Fire Trucks.

3.

NEWS RELEASE - Public Invited To Open House On Stormwater
Improvements.

4.

NEWS ADVISORY - Mayor Seng’s Public Schedule Week of August 26 September 1, 2006 - Schedule subject to change.

5.

NEWS RELEASE - RE: Nominations Sought For Human Rights Award.

6.

NEWS RELEASE - RE: Mayor Says Traffic Improvements Will Greet State Fair
and Husker Fans.

II.

CITY CLERK - NONE

III.

CORRESPONDENCE
A.

COUNCIL REQUESTS/CORRESPONDENCE - NONE

B.

DIRECTORS AND DEPARTMENT HEADS - NONE

C.

MISCELLANEOUS -

1.

E-Mail from Will Bax - RE: The City Budget cuts.

2.

E-Mail from Danny Walker, South Salt Community Organization RE: Graffiti Codes.

3.

E-Mail from Chris Hamilton - RE: Patte Newman and the Graffiti ordinance.

4.

E-Mail from Scott Sandquist - RE: Fire truck debacle & future purchases.

5.

E-Mail from Peggy Struwe, President, Hawley Area Neighborhood Association in
the Malone area - RE: Graffiti ordinance.

6.

E-Mail from Tim Francis - RE: Graffiti ordinance.
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WebForm
<none@lincoln.ne.gov>
08/24/2006 02:43 PM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc
bcc
Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council
Name:
Address:
City:

Will Bax
2030 West Garfield Street
Lincoln, NE 68522

Phone:
Fax:
Email:

402-477-7570
wbax@neb.rr.com

Comment or Question:
First off, let me thank you for the job all of you do for our city. It is not
easy-it is appreciated.
This morning I read an article in the paper that had several quotes from our
health department director. It explained how now that animal controls budget
has been cut, they would no longer be covering weekends. I have also been
hearing from other departments along the same lines that some services will
now be put to the back burner do to budget cuts. I understand that man power
is needed to do the work, but when budget cuts are made, are they not done to
save and cut where they are in excess? The departments should now adjust
scheduling of staff available to cover weekends. Maybe one less during the
week-or rotate weekend shifts amongst them? Management now needs to be
accountable to do some rescheduling so city services do not suffer!!! All
departments should be held accountable and cover ALL shifts. City workers may
need to have their shifts changed to accommodate this. Low person on totem
pole may need to have their shift changed, then work their way up until all
shifts are covered. I think the department heads need to be more management
minded for the city and cover all aspects of their department with the new
budget. If workers don't want to work these new shifts, maybe the people who
lost their jobs do!!! I don't understand how these departments don't have
enough pride in their work, to want to say-let's make it work with what we've
got!!! I know I would.
City parks is one area where this is a another example-look at the uncut grass
areas-not eough time, not enough money, or my favorite-saves water. Our parks
are a disgrace-9th and Van Dorn sticks out in my mind. They are in the
publics eye. If they go unkept, we notice. If we can't take care of
them-SELL THEM to someone who can take care of them.
Now someone needs to help managemnent see the light and make it work within
their budgets. The $30,000 we are giving Talent+ each month could also have
them help the departments-but I also think the department managers were hired
to do this themselves-weren't they? Just shows you we may need new management
for the departments!!! Someone who can make it work with what they've got.
Thank You,
Will Bax

"Danny Walker"
<Danny_1953@msn.com>
08/27/2006 07:29 PM

To <Council@Lincoln.ne.gov>
cc
bcc
Subject Graffiti Codes

Good evening:
If not for prior commitments I would attend the Council meeting to speak on the proposed
Graffiti ordinances. I am for the changes in general, however, I am concerned about older sheds
and buildings with asphalt siding. Over time asphalt siding will self clean. Therefore, I do not
think that painting over the siding to cover the graffiti will work. In addition, when one
considers the composure of asphalt siding I doubt very much if paint remover could be used due
to the fact it possibly could damage the siding . Keep in mind this siding remains flexible for
many years also. This is the only request I would like you to consider and resolve. Thank you
Danny Walker
South Salt Community Organization

"Chris and Keri Hamilton "
<ckhamilton@cornhusker.net
>
08/27/2006 08:18 PM

To <Council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc
bcc
Subject Patte Newman and the Graffiti ordinance

City Council,
I live in the area around 59th and Adams. I contacted Patte a year ago about the problem with
graffiti in North Lincoln. Our city does need to get this problem under control and I write to
you to support this ordianance. I would be there in person but am unable to attend in favor of
this ordinance. The question may be brought to the city about people who can not clean up their
property. I think local churches, task forces, volunteers, and high school seniors who need
community service hours can take care of these situations. The city is growing and we need to
take a serious look at resolving this issue. My thanks to Patte for keeping this in the forefront
and coming up with the ordinance. North Lincoln continues to battle this every day just take a
drive down 48th street around Fremont and you will see graffiti on the buildings or be 1 of the
270,000 + people that could possible enter on the 27th st. entrance to the fair and see the
underneath of 27th street........Lincoln does need this ordinance.
Thank You,
Chris Hamilton
5925 Cleveland Ave.
ckhamilton@cornhusker.net

"Scott Sandquist"
<scott@sandquistcgi.com>
08/28/2006 10:12 AM

To "Council Members" <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc
bcc
Subject fire truck debacle & future purchases

Council Members:

So the mayor knowingly bought 2 more sub-standard mistakes? Can it be? Was one fire station closed for one or
two days so that the mayor could argue the critical need to get these trucks on the job at any expense? And help
conceal her continuing blundering errors in judgment? Or whatever else is being concealed? It certainly appears
so, and the garbage is starting to smell worse all the time. And as you all well know, perception is everything in
politics! So who authorized the closing of that station? The mayor? She had nothing to do with it? Considering
what may be at stake - I for one can no longer believe the mayor was not involved!
And now I just heard that the City also required a $2 million performance bond from the fire truck manufacturer/
supplier which our mayor also determined not to enforce. Can this even be true? This is unbelievable performance bonds are not free - they do not come without a cost to the entity requiring the bond (City of Lincoln
taxpayers)! First we require the manufacturer/ supplier to inflate their real costs to us to cover the City's
requiring the performance bond, and then the mayor says, '... oh well, forget about enforcing the performance bond
that we required and indirectly paid for.' Can this really be true? What can be her motive for such blatant
stupidity?
Can our mayor actually be this totally incompetent? Has she zero business sense? Apparently so. How many
ways can she find to throw away tax-payer money on this one single purchase issue? And then have the audacity to
criticize the Council for trimming her budget? Is there another word to more emphatically describe unbelievable?
This appears to border on a criminal act! Is there more going on that hasn't surfaced yet? How's her retirement
plan? Who else can blatantly ignore contractual agreements at taxpayer expense and have no repercussion?
Apparently anyone she wants to!
Yes, perhaps equally important - it's not simply all the tax-payer money the mayor has already given away in her
fire-truck scandal. Consider the precedent of not enforcing contracts that she is establishing!
This purchase appears that it will ultimately receive more scrutiny and more press than any City purchase/contract
in years (decades?) So if the City will knowingly accept sub-standard products, ignore contractual completion
dates, and ignore performance bonds, what on earth kind of over-documented, over-reported,
over-priced precedent does this establish for the City? That contracts mean little, because they're not enforced?
Or perhaps worse yet, enforce some but not all?
Well, here is the precedent that the mayor and the City are creating: Any manufacturer, any contractor, or any
supplier can essentially do whatever, whenever, however they wish, and the City will just 1) ignore required
completion dates (that taxpayers indirectly pay for), 2) ignore required performance bonds (that taxpayers
indirectly pay for), and 3) just write the check (that taxpayers directly pay for)!!!!! Does this appear honest or
legitimate? No, there are in fact many cities where a mayor would be labeled a crook for doing much less.
This scenario cannot simply be described as a passing unfortunate mistake! It is in fact quite unbelievable, and of
immense importance. And even more so if this performance is to be knowingly accepted! Criminal? Who
knows? What is going on? Personally, I think this pathetic debacle at least warrants more competent investigation,
and then more firings and/or impeachment, starting with the mayor! She should not be in office! Her
performance appears to go from bad to worse (and now dishonest) with almost every passing day! Lacking

wisdom and qualified leadership, definitely; but I never considered her to be so dishonest until now.

Scott Sandquist

Peggy Struwe
<pstruwe@unlnotes.unl.edu>
08/28/2006 11:36 AM

To council@ci.lincoln.ne.us
cc timdfrancis@aol.com, astone59@earthlink.net,
astone@lps.org, jmehrens@neb.rr.com
bcc
Subject Graffiti Ordinance

The Hawley Area Neighborhood Association supports the Graffiti Ordinance coming before the City Council today.
For several years we have had someone that people can report graffiti to and get help in removing it. We have been
hit a few times by gang graffiti in our neighborhood and it needs to be removed as soon as possible.
We have seen some buildings along 27th Street that have had graffiti for years and is never taken care of by the
owners. So in a few instances, we do need to make the owners do the cleanup or allow it done.
Peggy Struwe
President, Hawley Area Neighborhood Association in the Malone area.

"timdfrancis"
<tfrancis@neb.rr.com>
08/28/2006 12:28 PM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc
bcc
Subject Graffiti Ordinance

As a Realtor promoting houses in Lincoln's core neighborhoods I support the graffiti ordinance. Typical buyers
have already researched the neighborhood via the police website before looking at the property, so no matter how
nice the property they're looking at when they see a "tagged" property in the area they turn on their heels. The
buyer isn't interested in how the graffiti got there or how it's going to be removed, all they know is that it
represents a criminal element.

