CORRESPONDENCE
IN LIEU OF
DIRECTORS’ MEETING
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2005
I.

II.

MAYOR
*1.

NEWS RELEASE - RE: Pedestrian Bridge Named In Honor Of Bereuter (See Release)

*2.

NEWS RELEASE - RE: Mayor Presents October Award Of Excellence (See Release)

*3.

NEWS ADVISORY - RE: Mayor Coleen Seng will have a news conference
at 2:30 p.m., November 16th - The Mayor will accept a grant from EPA
officials to be used in assessing the need for environmental cleanup at the
48th & “O” Street redevelopment area -(See Advisory)

*4.

NEWS RELEASE - RE: City’s Snow Removal Fund at $4 Million-Changes
made in residential parking ban procedure -(See Release)

*5.

NEWS ADVISORY - RE: Snow Operation Reports -(See Advisory)

*6.

NEWS RELEASE - RE: Seng Accepts EPA Grant To Help With 48th &
“O” Redevelopment -(See Release)

*7.

NEWS ADVISORY - RE: Mayor Coleen Seng & representatives of the
Star City Holiday Festival will discuss this year’s December 3rd parade at a
news conference at 10:00 a.m., 11/17/05 -(See Advisory)

*8.

Washington Report - November 10, 2005.

DIRECTORS
PLANNING
*1.

E-Mail communication from Nebraska Association of Private Resources
sent to Council Office by Jean Walker - RE: Zoning and Fair Housing (Council received this E-Mail on 11/14/05)(See E-Mail)

*2.

E-Mail from Dan Allison, President, Development Services of Nebraska
Governing Board sent to Council Office by Jean Walker - RE: Reasonable
accommodations for group homes -(See E-Mail)

PLANNING COMMISSION FINAL ACTION ....
*1.

Preliminary Plat No. 05016 - Apple’s Way (South 66th Street and Highway
2) Resolution No. PC-00960.

*2.

Special Permit No. 05049 (Southwest of the intersection of South 56th Street
and N Street) Resolution No. PC-00963.

*3.

Preliminary Plat No. 05014 - Hamann Meadows (Northwest of South 76th
Street and Pioneers Blvd.) Resolution No. PC-00962.

*4.

Special Permit No. 1583B (South 17th & Garfield Streets - Parking Lot)
Resolution No. PC-00961.

STARTRAN
*1.

E-Mail Information from Scott Tharnish requested by Council Member Dan
Marvin - RE: StarTran Ridership - (See E-Mail)

WOMEN’S COMMISSION
*1.

III.

NEWS RELEASE - RE: Women’s Commission Seeks Board Appointments
- Lincoln/Lancaster Women’s Commission has two vacancies on Advisory
Board -(See Release)

CITY CLERK
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IV.

COUNCIL
A.

COUNCIL REQUESTS/CORRESPONDENCE

ROBIN ESCHLIMAN
1.

V.

VI.

Request to Lynn Johnson, Parks & Recreation Director - RE: Center lanes
being painted on bike trails (RFI#2 - 11/09/05)

MISCELLANEOUS *1.

Faxed MEDIA RELEASE from Lori Seibel, Executive Director,
Community Health Endowment of Lincoln - RE: Medicare Part D Forums Additional Medicare Forum Scheduled Due to High Demand -(See Release)

*2.

E-Mail from Curt Thege - RE: Wal-Mart -(See E-Mail)

*3.

E-Mail from Rick Goodman - RE: Prairie Home Development & Wal-Mart
- (See E-Mail)

*4.

E-Mail from Marilyn Tabor - RE: Wal-Mart -(See E-Mail)

*5.

Letter from Margaret Bartle - RE: Saw the film “Wal-Mart, the High Cost
of Low Price” and my doubts about the value of this business have been
confirmed -(See Letter)

ADJOURNMENT
*HELD OVER UNTIL DECEMBER 5, 2005.

da112105/tjg
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MAYORCOLEENJ.
SENG

CITY OF LINCOLN

lincoln.ne.gov

NEBRASKA
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street,Lincoln, NE 68508,441-7511,fax 441-7120
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: November 14,2005
FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE NAMED IN HONOR OF BEREUTER
Mayor ColeenJ. Sengtoday announcedthat the pedestrian/bicyclebridge connectingHaymarket
Parkwith downtownLincoln hasbeennamedthe BereuterPedestrianBridge in honor of former
U.S. Congressman
Doug Bereuter. Bereuterrepresented
Nebraska'sFirst CongressionalDistrict
from 1979until he retired from the office in 2004. At today's City Council meeting,Mayor
SengpresentedBereuterwith a plaquethat replicatesthe bronzeplaquesthat will be placedat
eachendof the bridge.
"CongressmanBereuterwas instrumentalin securing$3.5 million in federalfunds for this
importantproject, which waskey to the developmentof HaymarketPark," saidMayor Seng.
"That is just one of the many projectshe haschampionedfor the City of Lincoln and for our
state. The bridge is being namedfor him asa sign of our appreciationfor his many yearsof
dedicatedserviceandhis contributionsto our quality of life."
The bridgewas openedin the summerof2002 aspart of the City's trail system. It was funded
throughfederaldollars and about$1 million from the RailroadTransportationSafetyDistrict.
The two side-by-sidespansof the bridge are265 feet long and enterthe Haymarketareaon 8th
Streetnorth and eastof the main PostOffice.
Bereuter,who was a leadingmemberof the HouseInternationalRelationsCommittee,is now the
Presidentof The Asia Foundationheadquartered
in SanFrancisco. The Asia Foundationis a
non-profit, non-governmentalorganizationthat supportsprogramsthat help improve governance
and law, economicreform and development,women'sempowermentandinternationalrelations.
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street,Lincoln, NE 68508,441-7511,fax 441-7120
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: November 14,2005
FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831
MAYOR

PRESENTS

OCTOBER

AWARD

OF-

-

EXCELLENCE
---

--

Mayor ColeenJ. Sengtoday presentedthe Mayor's Award of Excellencefor Octoberto
GeraldineSwaggerof the Lincoln-LancasterCountyHealth Department. The monthly award
recognizesCity employeeswho consistentlyprovide exemplaryserviceandwork that
demonstratespersonalcommitmentto the City. The awardwaspresentedat the beginningof
today's City Council meeting.
Swaggerwas nominatedin the categoriesof productivity and customerrelationsby Leslie
Novacek,a ServicesCoordinationSupervisorin the Health Department. Swaggerhasbeena
CommunityResourceSpecialistin the Health Promotionand OutreachDivision since2003.
NovaceksaysSwaggercontributesto the successof the Early DevelopmentNetwork Services
Coordination
Program
onserves.
a daily basis
andalso
hasapraised
strongSwagger's
commitment
to meeting
needs
of the
children
and families
she
Novacek
positive
workthe
attitude
and
.
good working relationshipswith both internal andexternalcontacts.
A motherwhosethree-year-olddaughterhasa seriousillnesswrote aboutSwagger'shelp with a
trip her daughtermadeto MinnesotaandMichigan for tests: "Jeri was so wonderful in helping
me to makethe travel arrangementsfor us and to let me know who I neededto call for approvals.
Sheis also a trooperwhen it comesto dealingwith the peopleat the Medicaid office. Jeri often
will call them for me if neededand get me the info I need. Shehasbeensucha blessingandI
only wish more peoplewere like her andI alwaysappreciateall the help shegivesme."
The other categoriesin which employeescanbe nominatedarelossprevention,safetyandvalor.
All City employeesareeligible for the Mayor's Award of Excellenceexceptfor electedofficials
and somemanagers.Individuals or teamscanbe nominatedby supervisors,peers,subordinates
andthe generalpublic. Nomination forms are availablefrom departmentheads,employee
bulletin boardsor the PersonnelDepartment,which overseesthe awardsprogram.
All nominationsarereviewedby the Mayor's Award ofExcelleilce Committee,which includesa
representativewith eachunion and a non-unionrepresentativeappointedby the Mayor. Award
winnersreceivea $100U.S. savingsbond, a day off with pay and a plaque. Monthly winnersare
eligible to receivethe annualaward,which comeswith a $500U.S. savingsbond,two daysoff
with pay and a plaque.
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A
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street,Lincoln, NE 68508,441-7511,fax 441-7120

DATE: November15,2005
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas,Citizen Information Center,441-7831

Mayor ColeenJ. Sengwill havea news conferenceat 2:30 p.m. Wednesday,
November 16 in Room 113 in the County-City Building, 555 South 10th St.
The Mayor will accepta grant from EPA officials to be usedin assessingthe need
for environmentalcleanupat the 48th and "0" streetredevelopmentarea.

MAYOR
COlEENJ. SENG

CITYOF LINCOLN

lincoln.ne.gov

NEBRASKA
PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES
555 South 10thStreet,Lincoln, NE 68508,441-7548
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: November 15, 2005
FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Karl Fredrickson, Public Works and Utilities, 441-7566
Roger Figard, Public Works and Utilities, 441-7567

CITY'S SNOW REMOVAL FUND AT $4 MILLION
Changesmadein residentialparking ban procedure
City Public Works andUtilities Director Karl FredricksonsaidLincoln beginsthe winter seasonwith a
snowremovalfund of $4 million. Fredricksonsaid that one day of snowremovaloperationscosts
about$125,000.
The City can issuetwo typesof snowremovalparking bans. The first is a snow emergency,which
meansthat parking is bannedon emergencysnowroutes,arterial streetsand City bus routes.
The second is a residential parking ban. Beginning this year, residential parking bans will begin on
the even-numbered (north and east) sides of the street in ALL residential areas. Once that ban has
ended, parking will then be banned on the odd-numbered (south and west) sides of the street in ALL
residential areas. Parking is again allowed on the even sides. This is a change from previous 'years
when only high-density areasused the even/odd system.
"In previous years, a residential parking ban meant that residents in most neighborhoods were not
allowed to park on either side of the street," said Fredrickson. "With so many multi-car families, it
was difficult for many residents to comply. We hope this switch to an even/odd system in all areasof
the City will still allow plows accessto clear the streets and will be more convenient for the public."
Fredrickson said a change also will be made in how Public Works clears snow from cul-de-sacs.
Becauseregular plows are often too large to maneuver in some cul-de-sacs, crews will use specialized
equipment. Although most cul-de-sacs have both even- and odd-numbered addresses,the City is
asking those living in cul-de-sacs to move vehicles off the street when the even residential parking ban
begins and to keep cars off the street until the area has been plowed. Fredrickson said Public Works
will continue to be proactive in keeping streets cleared and safe. Crews begin material spreading
operations on bridges, intersections and other trouble areasbefore storms begin.
Last winter, the City had $3.4 million available and spent about $2.4 million for snow removal and
materials necessaryfor winter treatment of streets.

During stOmlS,infomlation on snow operationswill be availablefrom local media,City cablechannels
5 and 10,the City Web site (lincoln.ne.gov)andthe blue pagesof the Alltel phonedirectory.
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TO: Editors,News Directors
FROM: Diane Gonzolas,Citizen Infonnation Center
DATE: November15, 2005
RE: Snowoperationreports
Thank you in advancefor helping us relay the latestinformation on City snowoperationsto the public.
The City's goal is to keepthe streetsclearedandsafe. Residentsarediscouragedfrom parking on the
streetduring any snow storm, andyour assistanceIn gettingthis word out is greatly appreciated. This
memoclarifies a few points regardingCity snowoperationsso that you canhelp us provide the most
accurateinformation possible. I ENCOURAGE YOU TO MAKE COPIES OF THIS MEMO FOR
YOUR ENTIRE STAFF. The City Web site (lincoln.ne.gov)andthe Alltel phonebook blue pagesalso
aregood references.
The Mayor candeclaretwo typesof parking bans:
*
SNOW EMERGENCY: Parkingis bannedon both sidesof emergencysnowroutes,
arterial streetsand City busroutes. A map canbe found on the City Web site andin the
blue pagesof the Alltel phonebook. The ban is in effect until terminatedby the Mayor
andthe SnowEmergencydeclarationis rescinded.
*
RESIDENTIAL PARKING BAN: Parkingis bannedfirst on the even-numbered
(north
and east)sidesof the street. Oncethe Mayor hasterminatedthat ban, parkingwill be
bannedon the odd-numbered(southandwest) sidesof the street,andparking is again
permittedon the evenside. THIS IS A CHANGE FROM PREVIOUS YEARS,WHEN
PARKING WASBANNED ON BOTH SIDES OF THE STREET IN MOST
RESIDENTIAL AREAS.
The Citizen Information Center(CIC) will issueregularreportsat 6 a.m., 11 a.m.,4 p.m., 7 p.m.
andat othertimes asneeded. We will alsoissueimmediatereportswhenparking bansare
declaredor rescinded. Checkthe time and date on thesereports to makesureyou have the latest
information.
CIC shouldbe your first contactfor snowreports. CIC hasthreepeoplewho handlesnow
information in shifts -- phonenumbersanda schedulearelisted below. We realizetherearetimes
whenyou needto contactthe SnowCenterdirectly at 441-7644.
Becauseweatherconditionscanchangerapidly, pleasebe cautiouswhen using interviewsthat are
morethan a few hoursold -- they may no longerbe accurate.
PHONE NUMBERS AND CIC SNOW SCHEDULE:
Diane Gonzolas(manager) office 441-7831
home421-1247
DaveNorris
office 441-7547
home474-4061
BeauWolfe
office 441-7432
home420-5053

cell 525-1520
cell 432-4005
cell 540-2780

(Shifts begin at 9 a.m.the first day of the shift)
November7 - 28: Dave
January30 - February13: Dave
November28 -December 19: Diane
February13 - 27: Diane
December19 - January9:Beau
February27 - March 20: Beau
January9 - 30: Diane
March 20 - April 3: Dave

'I,

MAYORCOLEENJ. SENG

CITYOF LINCOLN
NEBRASKA

lincoln.ne.gov

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 S. 10thStreet,Lincoln, NE 68508,441-7511,fax 441-7120
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: November 16,2005
FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Marc Wullschlager, Urban Development, 441-7855

SENG ACCEPTS EPA GRANT TQ HELP ~ITH
48TH AND "0" REDEVELOPMENT
Mayor ColeenJ. Sengtoday accepteda $128,200federalgrantto conductenvironmental
assessment
activities at the 48th and"Q" streetredevelopmentarea.
"This is greatnewsfor our community,"Mayor Sengsaid. "This grantwill help Lincoln rebuild
this areaasa thriving centerof jobs andcommerce."
JamesGulliford, EPA Regional Administrator from Kansas City, presented the check to Mayor
Seng. "Brownfield environmental solutions opens doors for economical revitalization,"
Gulliford said. "We are pleased to be able to assist Lincoln in their endeavors."
Lincoln will use the funds to conduct site assessmentsand develop a plan for cleaning up any
contaminants. Lincoln was the only Nebraska community to receive one of the grants announced
nationwide in May. The EPA Brownfields assessmentgrant is the first Lincoln has won.
The grant is from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's Brownfields Program.
Brownfields are properties where redev~lopment or reuse of the land may be complicated by the
presenceor potential presence of a hazardous substance,pollutant or contaminant.
Grant funds will be used to conduct from eight to ten PhaseI site assessmentsand up to six
PhaseII site assessments,and plan remedial actions for the 41.7-acre site located in the urban
inner core of the city. Funds also will be used for community outreach activities. City Urban
Development officials will work with representativesfrom EPA Region 7 to put together a work
plan for the assessmentarea.
"The busy comer of 48th and '0' is right in the middle of Lincoln, but has deteriorated to the
point of being unproductive, " Mayor Seng said. "I am glad we were successful in obtaining this
federal assistanceto help enhancethat area."
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lincoln.ne.gov

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street,Lincoln, NE 68508,441-7511,fax 441-7120
DATE: November 16,2005
FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

Mayor ColeenJ. Sengandrepresentativesof the StarCity Holiday Festivalwill
discussthis year's December 3rd paradeat a newsconferenceat 10 a.m.
Thursday, November 17 at the parade'sfloat factory in Waverly. (A map is
attached. For security reasons,pleasedo not disclosethe location to thepublic.)
Updowntowners,Inc. andthe City of Lincoln producethe festival andparade,and
First National Bank is the presentingsponsor.
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BUDGET
House shelves budget reconciliation. House
Republican leadership scrapped a scheduled
vote today on a budget reconciliation bill that
would produce $50 billion in savings to
mandatory and entitlement programs over the
next five years, when it became clear the
measure did not have enough votes to pass.
GOP leadership thought they has secured
passage of the reconciliation bill after
concessions were made to a group of House
moderate Republicans that removed language
from the bill that would authorize oil and gas
exploration in the Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge (ANWR). In addition, language to
allow states to opt out of drilling restrictions
on the Outer Continental Shelf was removed,
and some of the cuts to the growth in the
federal food stamps program were restored.
With Democrats united in their opposition to
the budget reconciliation measure, House
GOP leadership needed few defections in
order to secure passage of the bill, and when a
number Republican moderates expressed
concern with the version of the bill approved
by the House Budget Committee, House
leadership made the concessions. It marked a
rare victory for moderates, who have been
largely overshadowed by an aggressive group
of approximately 100 conservatives who have
been driving the House agenda recently.
However those concessions may have caused
enough distress among some conservatives to
put their support of the bill in question.
If the House leadership is able to forge an
agreement with the Republican caucus on the
measure and gains its approval, the next step
for the reconciliation bill is a House-Senate
conference committee, which is expected to
be difficult as there are significant differences
between the two measures. Chief among
them is the pricetag, as the Senate approved a

measure last week to produce $35 billion in
savings of five years.
In addition to the mandatory savings,
Congress was instructed to craft a $70 billion
package of tax breaks, many of which would
permanently extend tax breaks approved in
recent years. Senate Finance Committee
Chairman Charles Grassley (R-IA) is
currently negotiating with committee member
Olympia Snowe (R-ME) over her concerns
with a provision that would permanently
extend the tax breaks for capital gains and
dividends, but hopes to address a plan in his
committee next week.
The addition of a tax package to this budget
reconciliation plan (named the “Deficit
Reduction Act”) would actually result in a
$20 billion increase in the deficit.

TELECOMMUNICATIONS
House subcommittee holds hearing on Barton
“staff draft;” no markup scheduled for next
week. A subcommittee of the House Energy
and Commerce Committee held a high-profile
hearing this week on the most recent version
of a committee staff draft of a rewrite of the
1996 Telecommunications Act.
Subcommittee Chairman Fred Upton (R-MI)
opened the hearing by declaring that rumors
that the committee would formally mark up
the draft next week were untrue, and that such
a proposal was never considered. Energy and
Commerce Committee Chairman Joe Barton
(R-TX) confirmed Upton’s declaration, but
also mentioned at the hearing that there was a
possibility that he would try to move his bill
in committee if Congress was still in session
after Thanksgiving and there was some
consensus on the draft.
While Congress is more likely to be in
session in December, the hearing this week
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demonstrated that there was very little
consensus on the draft. Democrats panned
the new version and criticized Barton for
not involving them in negotiations, as he
did in crafting his first version. The bill is
generally regarded to be extremely
beneficial to regional Bell companies
interested in entering the video services
market.
Montgomery
County
(MD)
Councilmember Marilyn Praisner
represented a host of local government
organizations at the hearing and asked the
committee to reconsider damaging
provisions on franchising and criticized the
draft for not requiring telecommunications
operators to meet social obligations such as
educational and government programming.
Cable broadcasters did express some
concerns with the draft, but of the 15
witnesses at the hearing, 13 represented the
telecommunications industry.
Additional details on the second Barton
draft are available in the November 11
Washington Report.

APPROPRIATIONS
Congress set to complete work on FY 2006
bills. After weeks of negotiations, the
House and Senate are poised to complete
the FY 2006 appropriations process before
breaking for the Thanksgiving holiday in
two weeks. However, they will still need
to pass a third continuing resolution to
keep federal agencies running while they
complete their work.
The current
continuing resolution expires November 18
and it is unlikely that the House and Senate
will clear and President Bush will sign all
of the outstanding FY 2006 appropriations
bills before then. FY 2006 began on
October 1 but so far only three FY 2006
appropriations bills have been enacted:
Interior-Environment, Homeland Security
and Legislative Branch. In addition, they
will also have to overcome veto threats
from the Administration to the
Transportation and Defense measures over
Amtrak funding and the treatment of
detainees in the war on terrorism.
This week saw a flurry of activity, as
House-Senate negotiators agreed to final
versions of both the Energy and Water
Development (HR 2419) and the
Commerce-Science-Justice-State (HR
2862) measures. The House approved both

Washington
conference reports by votes of 399-17
and 397-19 respectively. However, it
appears that Senate votes on the measure
will have to wait until next week since
the Senate remains consumed with
debate over the FY 2006 Defense
Authorization bill (S 1042).
Final action on the Energy and Water
bill came after House-Senate conferees
reached a compromise on the question of
whether the Army Corps of Engineers
should be allowed to continue
transferring, or reprogramming funds,
between projects. The House version of
the bill included language barring the
practice while Senate appropriators were
sympathetic to Corps arguments that
they needed flexibility in managing
funds.
The final bill includes a
compromise that would prohibit the
Corps from reprogramming more than
$2 million or 50 percent of a project’s
budget, whichever is less. The Corps
would have to get explicit approval from
both the House and Senate
Appropriations Committees for larger
transfers of funds and will have to report
to the Committees by the end of January
on their FY 2006 reprogramming plans.
Overall, the Energy and Water measure
would cut Army Corps of Engineers
funding by 2 percent from FY 2005,
though that level is more generous than
the Administration’s proposal and the
earlier House and Senate versions of the
bill.
The conference report for the
C o m me r c e - S c i e n c e - J u s t i c e - S t a t e
measure would cut funding for local law
enforcement assistance by $200 million
from FY 2005, with funding for the
Byrne Formula Grant Program reduced
to $416 million from $629 million last
year. Full details on funding for other
programs can be found on our Funding
Chart at:
www.capitaledge.com/funding.pdf.
In addition, House-Senate conferees
began formal meetings on the
Transportation-Treasury-Housing and
Urban Development bill this week and
they are expected to produce a
conference report by next week. The
House also appointed conferees for the
Labor-Health and Human ServicesEducation measure (HR 3010), the other

outstanding bill of interest to local
governments, and the Senate is expected
to follow suit shortly.

AMTRAK
Passenger rail advocates concerned
about Gunn dismissal. In a surprise
move that shocked and angered
passenger rail advocates on Capitol Hill,
the Amtrak Board of Directors fired
Amtrak President David Gunn yesterday.
The move came almost immediately
after House-Senate negotiators on the
FY 2006 Transportation Appropriations
bill (HR 3058) agreed that they would
provide $1.2 billion for the passenger
railroad in the coming year and a day
after a House vote instructing its
conferees to fund the passenger railroad
at that level. The President appoints the
Amtrak Board, though three of its seven
seats are vacant and two of the
remaining four are held by recess
appointees who have not been confirmed
by the Senate and whose tenure expires
at the end of the current session of
Congress.
Many observers see the firing as
retaliation for Gunn’s disagreement with
the Bush Administration over the future
of Amtrak and the success his opinions
enjoy on Capitol Hill. They also see the
move as a message from the
Administration that Congress needs to
rein in the passenger railroad and enact
the wide-ranging reforms it advocates.
Gunn’s firing drew bipartisan howls of
indignation from Capitol Hill. Senator
Trent Lott (R-MS), the chief sponsor of
the Senate Amtrak bill, was joined by
several Senators from both parties in
questioning the firing and praising
Gunn’s accomplishments over the past
three years. At their press conference,
the Senators displayed a blown-up copy
of statement that Amtrak Board
Chairman David Laney made at a Senate
hearing in September in which he said
Gunn had done “a splendid job.”
In the House, Railroads Subcommittee
Chairman Steven LaTourette (R-OH)
said the firing surprised him and
expressed his annoyance at not being
given advance notice. He promptly
scheduled a hearing for next week at
which Gunn and Laney will both appear.
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House Transportation and Infrastructure
Democrats went further and sent an angry
letter to Laney asking that Gunn be
reinstated and questioning the motives for
his firing.
Specifically, the Bush Administration is
seeking the end of federal support for
Amtrak with either the states or the private
sector taking over operations of most
passenger rail routes. Those routes that the
states or the private sector cannot operate
would be eliminated. The Administration
has vowed to veto the FY 2006
Transportation Appropriations bill if it
includes funding for Amtrak without
substantial reform of the passenger
railroad. The Senate has passed Amtrak
reform legislation as part of its budget
reconciliation bill in response to that threat,
but the Administration argues that the
Senate bill includes only token
privatization and does not transfer enough
responsibility for passenger rail service to
the states or the private sector. (See last
week’s Washington report for details on
the Senate bill.)

Washington

Karen K Sieckmeyer /Notes

To CouncilPacket/Notes@Notes

11/17/2005 08:28 AM

cc Karl A Fredrickson/Notes@Notes, Larry Worth/Notes@Notes
bcc
Subject Fw: Star Tran Ridership

Here is the information requested by Dan Marvin.
Scott J Tharnish/Notes
Scott J Tharnish /Notes
11/17/2005 07:35 AM

To Nicole Tooze/Notes@Notes
cc Karen K Sieckmeyer/Notes@Notes, Larry
Worth/Notes@Notes
Subject Fw: Star Tran Ridership

Ridership for FY 05-06 is ........
Sept 05 Fleet - 186,771 Handivan/Brokerage - 4,195 TOTAL 190,966
Oct 05 Fleet - 184,922 Handivan/Brokerage - 4,283 TOTAL 189,205
- YTD

Fleet - 371,693 Handivan/Brokerage - 8,478 TOTAL 380,171

Compared to last year, this represents a 16.1% increase (327,558).
Partial month Nov is not available.

LLWC Ž 440 S. 8th St., Ste. 100 Ž Lincoln NE 68508 Ž (402) 441-7716

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
FOR MORE INFORMATION:

November 16, 2005
Bonnie Coffey, director, 402/441-8695
Diane Mullins, 402/441-7717

WOMEN’S COMMISSION SEEKS BOARD APPOINTMENTS
Lincoln-Lancaster Women’s Commission has two vacancies on Advisory Board

Do You Believe in the Advancement of Women?
The Lincoln-Lancaster Women’s Commission (LLWC) is actively seeking women and men interested in
the advancement of women to fill two vacancies on its Advisory Board.
LLWC is dedicated to identifying, representing and serving, the diverse needs of women in Lincoln and
Lancaster County; raising awareness regarding deficiencies in policy that negatively impact women;
advising city and county officials on public policy issues; educating the public regarding these issues
through a network of coalitions; and serving as an advocate of change by empowering all women in our
community and working to improve their lives.
LLWC is a division of the Mayor’s Office. Board membership and event participation is voluntary. Twoyear term appointments are made by the Mayor’s Office and confirmed by majority of the City Council
and Lancaster County Board of Commissioners. The board meets the second Wednesday of each month
at 5:45 p.m. in the K Street Complex conference room, 440 S. 8th St., Lincoln, NE.
If you are interested in being considered, complete an Advisory Board Appointment Application located
on the Web at www.lincoln.ne.gov/city/mayor/women/mtcomsn.htm or call us at 441-7716 and one will
be mailed.
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DO NOT REPLY to this InterLinc
<none@lincoln.ne.gov>

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc
bcc

11/16/2005 07:32 PM

Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council
Name:
Address:
City:

Curt R Thege
1123 Rainy River Bay
Lincoln, Nebraska 68505

Phone:
Fax:
Email:

cthege@neb.rr.com

Comment or Question:
Hello, I guess I would like to start with the rhetoric and babble of how bad
it would be to have a third Wal-Mart in our great city. I do not believe it
would be as bad as alot of people make it out to be. I believe we live in a
capitolist society where everyone competes for my dollar. Do not think for a
moment that all of these stores are going to close just because alot of people
say they will at your council meetings. I believe in getting the biggest bang
for my buck, especially when trying to raise and support my family. My wife
and I will go to Wal-Mart for alot of our everyday goods, but we also go to
Russ's for their meat, Super Saver for other things. We watch ads and
patronize all. If I would need hardware items, I will go to Q-P, Westlake or
Ace Hardware, because of their 1 on 1 service that they provide. Everyone has
there nicht in my society. Why do people think Wal-mart is so bad, they do
everything that we ask of them when we have questions of a product. Why
penalize Wal-mart for doing something right. I live in the neighborhood that
is being proposed and I would strongly urge your support for this project. We
need something in this area and Wal-mart has what we all need, groceries,
clothing, health, home and gardening products, part-time jobs for alot of
highschool kids that live in the immediate neighborhood, and jobs for the
elderly that might want to greet people at the door. Furthermore maybe the
increase in traffic might slow the many people that think its I-80. How about
an increase in patrol to harness this issue. Anyways thanks for your time and
GO WAL-MART
GRATEFULLY
Curt R Thege
P.S. Don't let Ray Debould snowball you. How many small time grocery stores
did he run out of business. Sounds ridiculous doesn't it!

Richard E Goodman
<rgoodman2@unlnotes.unl.ed
u>
11/16/2005 10:09 PM

To Council@lincoln.ne.gov
cc
bcc
Subject Prairie Home Development and Wal Mart

Dear Lincoln City Council Members,
I understand that you have a continuance meeting on November 28th and a vote then, or soon after on annexation
and zoning for ~ 140 acres off of 84th and just North of Adams, for the Prairie Homes Development project.. I am
a resident of Lincoln, having moved here from St. Louis in August of 2004 when I accepted a position as a
Research Professor at UNL. I live in the Willow Creek apartment complex off of 70th.
I am writing because I understand that the Prairie Home development proposal includes plans for a 200,000 square
foot Wal Mart Superstore. I am concerned about the likely negative impact of a 3rd Walmart (plus Sam's Club) on
other local businesses in Lincoln. I am concerned because I have heard much about the lower wages and benefits of
most Wal Mart employees compared to those of existing retail grocers.
While I realize that the NE area of Lincoln needs another grocery store, and some other services, I can see a huge
negative impact of a Wal Mart super store on existing local grocery stores on 48th, on 70th and A street. I predict a
huge negative impact on ShopKo's, Target and Kohl's.
I need more information to understand the overall impact. I saw the Wal Mart sponsored research report by an
economic research group, presented on C-SPAN just over 1 week ago. That painted quite a rosy picture of how
lower prices for customers helps stretch their dollars and provides jobs etc. but I know there is another side of the
story.
So I helped to organize free public screenings of the Walmart Movie, produced by Robert Greenwald. It is
sponsored by the Social Action Committee at the Unitarian Church of Lincoln, at 6300 A Street.
The first showing was tonight. There were more than 55 in attendance. It was a very educational movie. While I
am sure that some facts may be a bit wrong, I believe the overall story is probably pretty accurate. The impacts of
Wal Mart are global, some good, but many are very negative, in local communities in the US, at the national level
and in China and Bangladesh. Please don't take my word for it though. I strongly urge you to come and see the
movie if you have not already done so.
Please, come to the Unitarian church at 7:00 PM on this Sunday, November 20th.
The movie is 95 minutes long, but worth every bit of time. There were intelligent and honest questions by the
audience, local residents that you represent. There were concerns raised. There were questions about how much
money the development will cost Lincoln. There was mention of the fact that some costs are being paid by the
developer, but clearly not full costs, There were no angry protests, but clear surprise at some of the content, the
impacts on other communities.
I hope to see you there.
Regards,
Rick Goodman
Daytime telephone, 472-0452

Richard E. Goodman, Ph.D.
804 Foxcroft Court, Apt. 140
Lincon, NE, 68510.

Tammy J Grammer /Notes

To "Marilyn Tabor" <marilyntabor@hotmail.com>

11/17/2005 10:33 AM

cc
bcc
Subject Re: Wal-Mart

Dear Marilyn Tabor: Your message has been received in the Council Office and will be forwarded to the
Council Members for their consideration. Thank you for your input on this issue.
Also, in your e-mail you indicated you plan on attending the Monday City Council Meeting (11/21/05), No
City Council Meetings-Week of Thanksgiving Holiday. Next week on Thursday (11/24) and Friday (11/25)
City & County Offices are closed. If you have any questions, please let me know. Thanks.
Tammy J. Grammer
City Council Office
555 South 10th Street
Lincoln, NE 68508
Phone: 402-441-6867
Fax:
402-441-6533
e-mail: tgrammer@lincoln.ne.gov

Ta
"Marilyn Tabor" <marilyntabor@hotmail.com>
"Marilyn Tabor"
<marilyntabor@hotmail.com>

To council@lincoln.ne.gov

11/17/2005 09:34 AM

cc
Subject Wal-Mart

I am writing to oppose the proposed Wal-Mart in northeast Lincoln. I do
believe that northeast Lincoln needs additional services, however, I do not
believe our community needs another Wal-Mart or other 'big box' store. I
plan on attending the Monday City Council meeting to voice my dissent.
As Lincoln grows, I see it becoming very generic / vanilla / cookie
cutter... When you drive down the street, you could be in Any Town USA. It
is a supported, known fact that Wal-Mart does not create MORE jobs.
Wal-Mart replaces existing jobs. Instead of letting Wal-Mart come in now
and then in 2, 3, 5, and 10 years spend more money to correct and fix
problems, why don't we have a pro-active city approach. Encourage and
support independent, local businesses that create a more stable economic
base and a positive, progressive community environment.
Marilyn Tabor
_________________________________________________________________
Don’t just search. Find. Check out the new MSN Search!
http://search.msn.click-url.com/go/onm00200636ave/direct/01/

