AGENDA FOR
CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS’ “NOON” MEETING
MONDAY, JUNE 6, 2005
CONFERENCE ROOM 113
I.

MINUTES
*1.
*2.

II.

Minutes from Directors’ Meeting of May 16, 2005.
Minutes from Council Members’ “Noon” Meeting of May 16, 2005.

COUNCIL REPORTS ON BOARDS, COMMITTEES, COMMISSIONS AND
CONFERENCES
1.

Parks & Recreation Advisory Board Committee Meeting (Cook)

OTHER MEETINGS REPORTS:

III.

APPOINTMENTS/REAPPOINTMENTS - To Be Announced

IV.

REQUESTS OF COUNCIL FROM MAYOR - To Be Announced

V.

MISCELLANEOUS
**1. Payment of Council Member Camp’s Federal Fly-In Expenses (Council Staff)
(See Attachment)

VI.

2.

Discussion regarding the ‘Ride For Five’ Report (Requested by Ken Svoboda)
(See Attachment)

3.

Discussion on Council Members’ Committee Assignments (See Attachments)

4.

Budget Schedule - Steve Hubka (See Attachment)

CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS

VII.

MEETINGS/INVITATIONS 1.

Lincoln Parks & Recreation - Dedication & Grand Opening for Woods
Spray grounds on Saturday, June 4, 2005 at Noon -(See Invitation)

2.

The Staff of the Lower Platte South Natural Resources District invites you to Old
Bridge Gets New Perch - a commemoration of the relocating of Wyoming Bridge
to the Lincoln Saline Wetlands Nature Center on National Trails Day on
Saturday, June 4, 2005 at 10:00 a.m. at the Nature Center - (See Invitation)

3.

The Lincoln Family Practice Program of the Lincoln Medical Education
Partnership cordially invites you to celebrate with the graduates as they complete
their Family Practice Residency on Friday, July 1, 2005 - 6:30 p.m, Social Time
(Cash Bar) - 7:00 p.m., Dinner - 8:00 p.m., Program - Reception following
program - at The Cornhusker Hotel, Grand Ballroom - RSVP by June 20th -(See
Invitation)

VIII. ADJOURNMENT

*HELD OVER FROM MAY 23, 2005.

**HELD OVER FROM MAY 30, 2005.
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MINUTES
CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS’ “NOON” MEETING
MONDAY, JUNE 6, 2005

CONFERENCE ROOM 113

Council Members Present: Ken Svoboda, Chair; Patte Newman, Vice-Chair; Jon Camp, Jonathan
Cook, Robin Eschliman, Dan Marvin, Annette McRoy; ABSENT: None
Others Present: Mark Bowen, Ann Harrell, Rick Hoppe, Mayor’s Office; Rick Peo, City Attorney’s
Office; Lynn Johnson, Parks & Recreation Department; Frank Delgado, Citizen; Joan Ray, Council
Staff; Shyann Forney, Senior student at Rising City High School - ‘shadowing’ Councilwoman
Annette McRoy
I. MINUTES
*1.
*2.

Minutes from Directors’ Meeting of May 16, 2005.
Minutes from Council Members’ “Noon” Meeting of May 16, 2005.

Chair Ken Svoboda, initiating a new format for minutes approval through acclimation by the
Chair - unless a Council Member has an objection, approved the minutes. No objections were
offered, thus the minutes were approved as presented.
II. COUNCIL REPORTS ON BOARDS, COMMITTEES, COMMISSIONS AND
CONFERENCES 1. PARKS & RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD COMMITTEE (Cook) Mr. Cook
reported that Council had already heard one of his concerns, noting that he wanted to explain some
further detail at this time. They want to buy green space for a trail along the South Beltway. The
total would be approx 1.2 or 1.4 [million dollars]. One way to help raise money for that is to sell the
land that is surrounding the corner property at West Van Dorn and Coddington. He did not feel this
was a good idea. He did not believe the City should be selling the land in order to provide money for
this alternative. When there was discussion of that land being traded for some other when we were
looking for locations for the Salvation Army Center, the Parks Board was adamantly against giving
up this land because it is an important area. There is also concern about the view of the Capitol
along the Bison Trail corridor.
Mr. Cook was not sure where the Board would go on that issue, but it brought up the
discussion of the trees and maintaining an easement for planting trees and whether or not we could
do it ahead of time. He hoped some kind of conclusion could be reached on the corner tree planting
just so that we know that we will have a new [buffer] screen in there after the trees are lost to the road
project.
Mr. Cook reported that playground prioritization had been discussed. The list is not finalized
yet, but they are working on the ten-year plan for City Playgrounds. There is a summer tour coming
up July 7th at 4:00 p.m. If a Council Member would like to join in, they’d be welcome to go
along...touring the City parks. The Martin Prairie acquisition cost the city $30,000. The City’s

portion was cheap - for a fantastic addition to Pioneers Park. Ms. McRoy asked how much the
buffalo & elk cost. Mr. Cook reported that those costs had not been discussed.
Mr. Cook noted that the McAdams Park (43rd & “Y” Streets) dedication would be at 5:00
p.m. on Thursday, June 23rd. Ms. Newman noted regretfully that she would be unable to attend
because of a conflict with her Citizens’ Meeting at that time on that date. Mr. Cook further noted
that the Sprayground was dedicated; there will be a Sunken Gardens Artist Recognition on
Wednesday, July 6th at 5:00 p.m.
OTHER MEETINGS: Ms. McRoy updated the Council on the Skate Board Park meeting which
she had held with some constituents. She had received an e-mail from a young man wanting a skate
board park in Northwest Lincoln. Ms. McRoy had sent the e-mail on as an RFI to Lynn Johnson.
Instead of having Lynn send a response, it was decided to meet with the young men involved, their
parents and other concerned citizens for discussion. We met last Thursday night and the Belmont
Rec Center and discussed the possibility of creating a skate park in the area.
It was an interesting group that showed up to discuss the possibility of creating something
such as was done at Tierra and at Peter Pan Parks. We have another meeting set for July 13th to get
more input and see if they’re committed to help with the fund raising. As Council knows, the
Southeast High Student Council helped raise $25,000 to assist with their share of the skate park
at Tierra. The City contributed about $26,000 on that project, after they had scaled the plans down
considerably. The City will have to have a commitment from this group for similar fund raising
before we can move forward. Ms. McRoy told the group that it was important that they be organized
and make that commitment so as we start the City’s budget process, Lynn and she could be looking
at funds -not for next year- but planning & designing with money being added to CIP so that it could
become a reality within two-three years. Ms. McRoy explained that she would need to know in July
so money could begin being ear-marked for the project.
There is a need in Northwest Lincoln for a skate park since it is a long trip from that area
to the existing skate parks. Parks & Recreation Department has always said they would like to put
such a park in each quadrant of the City, but have not had the interest until now.
Ms. McRoy also reported that she had attended a meeting with the proprietors of Cycle
Works. Ms. Newman reported that Chris had a recreational opportunity offer for all of the Council
Members. He suggested that he would outfit each of the Council Members with a bike, a helmet,
and riding shorts if they would so desire, and go for a ride through Wilderness Park. [Laughter]
Some discussion followed, with a final decision made by Council that perhaps in the Fall, it
would be something that they would be interested in doing. Mr. Svoboda stated that Ms. Newman
could set up the schedule and Council Members could determine at that time if they would wish to
participate.
III. APPOINTMENTS/REAPPOINTMENTS - Mr. Hoppe handed out the attached material
[Attachment “A”} on upcoming appointments. He noted that nine people were appointed to the
Mayor’s International Friendship Committee. They re-defined their goals and commitments. Mr.
Hoppe noted that those who had wished to continue serving were re-appointed, as he reviewed the
appointment list for Council.
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Ms. McRoy offered a concern regarding the loss of experience on the current Community
Development Task Force and wanted Council to begin thinking about replacements who would be
familiar with the Task Force’s concern. Mr. Hoppe noted that he had been meeting with Urban
Development on that very issue, stating that part of the prohibition here is that four of these folks
have to represent mixed-income neighborhoods. That isn’t very clearly defined by neighborhood
lines, but is generally considered to be the heart of Lincoln. Ms. McRoy reiterated her concern
regarding the loss of experience to the Task Force, noting that it is critical to the Action Plans and
HUD requirements. She wanted Council to be aware of those concerns.
IV. REQUESTS OF COUNCIL FROM MAYOR - Mr. Bowen reported that on the 27th of
June will be the date of the Mayor’s State of the City message. That will also be the date that the
City Budget if officially presented. Steve Hubka will do a budget presentation after the State of the
City Message. He stated that last year, the Mayor did the State of the City presentation at three
o’clock, which worked out fairly well. Mr. Hubka followed immediately with the Budget presentation.
And we’re asking if the 3;00 o’clock time slot would be fine with Council again this year?
Mr. Svoboda asked if there were any comments or concerns with that time schedule? Ms.
Ray asked if Mr. Svoboda would want to move the Staff meeting to another time or date or cancel
the meeting for the month of June? Mr. Svoboda stated that cancelling would be appropriate and
noted that the ILC meeting would also be cancelled and may not be meeting on a monthly basis. He
noted that the ILC members will continue to discuss that. So, regarding the schedule presented by
Mr. Bowen, hearing no objections, Mr. Svoboda stated that the schedule could stand as proposed.
Mr. Bowen also noted that the Mayor would, following the State of the City and the Budget
presentation, have some budget work sessions with the Council during that week....which would be
Friday, July 1st. Mr. Bowen noted that Mr. Svoboda had mentioned that at those work sessions,
Council could decide which departments should come before them for budget sessions.
Mr. Svoboda explained to Council members that when he and Ms. Newman had talked with
the Mayor discussing the budget, they had talked about possibly restructuring the budget process.
Instead of having all the departments come in and give their presentation to us and our asking
questions, that we would meet in a work session and request those departments that we would want
to have in for budget discussion. If a department doesn’t have anything that Council wants to
discuss, we could focus on those departments we really have questions of. We would try to provide
them with questions in advance so they would have information at the budget meeting. as opposed
to them having to get back to us - this would shorten the time-line.
Discussion ensued in determining the dates Council would prefer to have such work sessions.
The dates available would be Tuesday, June 28th; Wednesday, June 29th; Thursday, June 30th; Friday,
June 1st. The date Council chose would be Wednesday, June 29th from 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. in the
Mayor’s Conference Room.
The group that the Mayor announced she would be organizing for the Event Facility will be
organizing and will be meeting this month. We don’t have a time or date set yet, but it will be
sometime this summer. We’ll let you know when that is coming together.
The final issue for presentation was by Ms. Harrell who announced that the Antelope Valley
(JAVA partners were organizing Tours of the construction project for sometime this month. She
noted that it has been about five years since there had been an organized bus tour of the area.. Dates
and times for consideration: Tuesday, June 21 at 6:30 p.m.; Wednesday, June 22nd, 7:30 a.m.;
Thursday, June 23rd, 4:00 p.m. Council will receive a letter sometime within the next week inviting
Council Members to choose one of the three times and dates each Council Member might be
available. We hope that Council Members can make at least one of those tours.
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Mr. Svoboda had asked if they might be able to get out of the bus and walk to get a closer
look at the construction sites. Ms. Harrell stated that this had been discussed at some length noting
that there were two sides to that issue, pro and con. We’ll try to accommodate everyone’s wishes.
Mr. Cook noted that Mr. Lynn Johnson of the Parks & Recreation Department was in attendance,
He requested that Mr. Johnson be allowed to address the issue of the”easement deal”. [At Van Dorn
Plaza and Lee’s Place] Mr. Johnson noted that he had talked with the developers and they are
comfortable with a week delay. We’ll sit down and schedule a meeting and work out final landscaping
with them. Lee’s Place is where Krueger’s project is also tied to this....and Rick is okay with a week
delay as well. Mr. Svoboda noted that the delay would involve action only with no further public
input. Mr. Cook noted that he would be out of town next week and would just trust that Lynn will
come up with something that will protect the City.
V. MISCELLANEOUS **1
Payment of Council Member Camp’s Federal Fly-In Expenses (Council Staff)
Mr. Svoboda asked if Mr. Camp’s submitted expenses were the only request received in the
Council office. It was noted that Mr. Werner had been reimbursed through another Council
Member’s discretionary funds. Mr. Svoboda asked that the reimbursement to Mr. Camp of
the $1541.00 expenses submitted be brought forward for discussion.
The discussion included the consensus of Council that there should be one designated
Council Member appointed each year to attend this annual event so that only one
reimbursement would be required, with the final decision that that duty would fall to the
Chair.
The motion for remibursement was made by Robin Eschliman and seconded by
Annette McRoy. Mr. Marvin Amended the Motion to have the reimbursement done up to
the limit of the travel budget - half and half to reimburse both parties. Mr. Marvin stated
that the principal he was trying to defend was that same expenses for every Council Member
be paid for from the same budget line item. He felt this was the equitable position to insure
fairness for all. It was noted that Mr. Werner had been reimbursed through Discretionary
Funds, but Mr. Marvin felt if it is a legitimate tax payer expense, then it should be paid for
through this line-item budget item. Mr. Cook and Ms. Newman felt, with the increase in
Council salary, there should be no need for further taxpayer funds being used to pay for
Council Members trips to Schools and Conferences.
Discussion continued ending with a final vote being taken on the Motion, as
Amended, to: reimburse Jon Camp personally and Annette McRoy’s Discretionary Fund with
exactly half of what is in the travel fund at this point...(unless half would be more than the
amount). The motion, as amended, carried by the following vote: AYES: Robin Eschliman,
Ken Svoboda, Dan Marvin, Jon Camp, Annette McRoy; NAYS: Jonathan Cook, Patte
Newman.
2. Discussion regarding the ‘Ride For Five’ Report (Requested by Ken Svoboda) It was
agreed that Ms. Newman would send an RFI regarding the Brokerage Service to StarTran
Director Larry Worth - with no Pre-Council meeting on the issue to be scheduled. Mr.
Camp requested an update from Ms. Boesch within the next several months as more statistics
come in. Ms. Kit Boesch was so notified on June 6, 2005.
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3.

Discussion on Council Members’ Committee Assignments: See Attachment “B”

4.

Budget Schedule - Steve Hubka. Mr. Hubka was not in attendance. Mr. Bowen
stated that the Budget Agenda had not changed.

VI. CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS
JON CAMP - No Further Comments
JONATHAN COOK - Mr. Cook announced to Council that he would be out of town for
the next two Council Meetings. He noted that he hoped his colleagues would take care of the
Pioneers Park Easement issue in that time. [Laughter]
Mr. Cook also stated that he would be missing the RTSD meeting next week. Public Works
has been advised of this in order to help them determine the quorum issue. He noted that the PBC
would be discussing the eating & drinking in the Chamber at their next meeting, which he would also
miss. Mr. Cook felt the individual bodies meeting in the Chamber should make the decision
regarding food & drink during meetings they held there. In agreement, the general consensus of
Council Members was to leave the policy up to the meeting bodies. Mr. Camp’s concern, it was felt,
could be addressed by the Chair during long Council meetings. Mr. Camp will take the Council’s
thoughts back to the PBC for consideration when the policy is discussed.
ROBIN ESCHLIMAN - No Further Comments
DAN MARVIN - No Further Comments
ANNETTE McROY - No Further Comments
PATTE NEWMAN - No Further Comments
KEN SVOBODA - No Further Comments
MARK BOWEN - No Further Comments
ANN HARRELL - No Further Comments
RICK HOPPE - No Further Comment
RICK PEO - No Further Comments

VII. MEETINGS/INVITATIONS - Noted Without Significant Comment

VIII. ADJOURNMENT - Council adjourned at approximately 12:35 p.m.
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