DIRECTORS’ MEETING
MONDAY, MAY 9, 2005 - 11:00 A.M.
CONFERENCE ROOM 113
I.

MAYOR
1.

II.

Washington Report - April 29, 2005.

DIRECTORS
HEALTH
1.

NEWS RELEASE - RE: Events Scheduled For Women’s Health Month (See Release)

PLANNING
1.

Letter from Jean Walker to Jason Thiellen, Engineering Design Consultants
- RE: Comprehensive Plan Amendment No. 05012, Annexation No. 05005,
and Change of Zone No. 05020, Prairie Village North Planned Unit
Development -84th & Adams Street - (See Letter)

PUBLIC WORKS & UTILITIES
1.

Public Works & Utilities ADVISORY - RE: Alley Paving District No. 362Project #554362-Alley between 48th & 49th Streets; Lowell-Meredeth -(See
Advisory)

2.

E-Mail & Response Letter from Randy Hoskins to Anne Marie Furasek RE: Traffic at the intersection of 84th & Lexington -(See Material)

WEED CONTROL AUTHORITY
1.

Combined Weed Program - City of Lincoln - April 2005 Monthly Report.

WOMEN’S COMMISSION
1.

Report from Bonnie Coffey - RE: Director’s Report - April 2005 -(See
Report)

2.

NEWS RELEASE - RE: Tabitha Honored For Establishing Lactation
Room-(See Release)

III.

CITY CLERK

IV.

COUNCIL
A.

COUNCIL REQUESTS/CORRESPONDENCE

JON CAMP
1.

E-Mail from Paul Johnson to Jon Camp - RE: Downtown Hotel -(See
E-Mail)

ANNETTE McROY
1.

Request to Lynn Johnson, Parks & Recreation Director - RE: Skateboard
Park in NW Lincoln - (RFI#165 - 5/05/05)

TERRY WERNER
1.

V.

Request to Personnel Department - RE: ‘M’ class employees - (RFI#143 5/02/05)

MISCELLANEOUS
1.

Letter & Material from Russell Raybould, CEO, B&R Stores, Inc. - RE:
Comments concerning “big box” style retail stores such as Wal-Mart - (See
Material)

2.

E-Mail from Dennis Mathias - RE: Trying to track down a mailing we
received last week supposedly from an animal organization (Friends of
Lincoln’s Cats and Dogs) - (See E-Mail)

3.

E-Mail from John Baete - RE: Mr. Friendt’s negative attitude he shows
during the election campaign -(Council received their copies of this E-Mail
on 5/02/05)(See E-Mail)

4.

E-Mail from Diane Kimble - RE: Extending the $5.00 bus passports -(See
E-Mail)
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VI.

5.

E-Mail from Becky Carter - RE: Support for North Hills Comp. Plan
Amendment #05005 -(See E-Mail)

6.

E-Mail from Michael Schlautman - RE: Can the condition of the sidewalks
in Lincoln be given better attention? - (See E-Mail)

7.

E-Mail from Carol Brown - RE: Support for North Hills Comprehensive
Plan Amendment #05005 -(See E-Mail)

8.

E-Mail from Dave Marreel - RE: Support for North Hills Comp Plan
Amendment #05005 - (See E-Mail)

9.

Note Card from Ruth Mussmann - RE: Continue to pray you will not permit
a Wal-Mart at 84th & Adams - I prefer the business of Havelock - (See Note
Card)

10.

Letter from Lincoln Independent Business Association (LIBA) - RE:
Believes that the new Lodging Tax funds will play an important role in the
development of Lincoln’s future if used correctly -(See Letter)

11.

E-Mail from Ryan Simpson - RE: I’m really not sure why so many people
that get elected into office say that they are helping our City. -(See E-Mail)

12.

E-Mail - RE: I now know the meaning of the phrase “Dirty Politics”!!! (See E-Mail)

13.

2 -E-Mail’s from Sharyn Marreel; & Stephanie Marreel - RE: Support for
North Hills Comp Plan Amendment #05005 -(See E-Mail’s)

14.

E-Mail - RE: Please vote “FOR” Prairie Lake Shopping Center Movie
Complex -(See E-Mail)

15.

E-Mail - RE: Children riding with drunk drivers from Lincoln Bars!! - (See
E-Mail)

16.

Letter from Stuen Sheffild - RE: The new Civic or Arena documents -(See
Letter)(Original Letter & Material placed in Terry Werner’s file folder as
Council Chair)

ADJOURNMENT

da050905/tjg
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Senate Begins Debate of TEA-21 Measure
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Senate takes up reauthorization bill. On April 26,
the Senate began consideration of HR 3, the
Safe, Accountable, Flexible, and Efficient
Transportation Equity Act of 2005 (SAFETEA),
which would reauthorize federal transit and
highway programs through FY 2009. The bill
would authorize $283.9 billion in funding,
including $51.6 billion for transit over six years.
Debate on the bill slowed during the week due to
debate on the Senate floor over judicial
nominations,
supplemental
FY
2005
appropriations, and the FY 2006 Budget
Resolution. In addition, Senator Bayh (D-IN)
offered an unrelated trade amendment to the
highway bill, which tied up the bill for several
hours on Wednesday to focus attention on
America's growing trade imbalance with China.
So far, only a handful of germane amendments to
the measure have been introduced.

Washington Report
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Senator Kit Bond (R-MO) offered the only
amendment to come to a vote this week. Bond’s
amendment would have stripped from the bill
language setting aside two percent of a state’s
highway allocation (about $900 million over six
years) to deal with pollution caused by runoff
from highways. Bond objected to diverting
highway funds for non-transportation purposes,
but his attempt to strip the provision from the
bill failed by two votes.
The Senate will recess for one week and return
May 9, to resume consideration of the highway
bill.
According to Senate sources, the
transportation measure is expected to be
completed that week. Of the amendments
expected to be offered:
<

Senate Finance Committee Chairman
Grassley (R-IA) and Ranking Member
Baucus (D-MT) are expected to offer an
amendment to increase overall funding
by about $10 billion, without increasing

the gas tax or the federal deficit;
<

Senate Banking Committee Chairman
Shelby (R-AL) and Ranking Member
Sarbanes (D-MD) continue to work
with Senators Grassley and Baucus to
increase transit’s share of total
highway and transit funding; and

<

Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist (R-TN)
plans to offer an amendment to
increase the donor state guarantee to
92 percent, without increasing the
overall funding levels of the bill.
Instead, funds would be shifted from
various discretionary to highway
construction.

On April 26, before the bill’s consideration
began, the Bush Administration again
threatened to veto any bill that includes funding
above the Administration’s proposed level of
$283.9 billion.

Budget
Congress approves FY 2006 budget resolution.
After weeks of stalled negotiations, House and
Senate leadership were able to craft a $2.56
trillion budget resolution for FY 2006 that was
approved in the House and Senate yesterday by
the narrowest of margins. The budget resolution
provides a spending outline under which the
congressional appropriations committees must
operate when deciding program funding for FY
2006, and it also provides parameters for tax cuts
and reductions in mandatory spending.
Senator Gordon Smith (R-OR) had been holding
up completion of the House-Senate conference
committee on the budget resolution with his
objections to plans by the Republican leadership
to allow for $14 billion in reductions to the
Medicaid program. Smith finally agreed to a deal
to allow for $10 million in savings from Medicaid
(although no reductions would take place in FY
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2006) and the creation of a commission to
examine ways to reform the Medicaid
system. The budget resolution would
allow for a total of $34.7 billion in
mandatory spending cuts, and although it
does not specify exactly what programs
would be cut, the conference report does
recommend realizing savings of $3 billion
from farm subsidies and $3 billion from
food stamps.
The budget resolution also leaves room for
$70 billion for tax cuts, which Senate
Budget Committee Chairman Judd Gregg
(R-NH) assumed would be used to extend
expiring tax provisions. In addition, the
budget resolution includes an assumption
of gained revenue through the leasing of
oil drilling rights in the Arctic National
Wildlife Reserve (ANWR) in Alaska.
The budget resolution sets a $391 billion
cap on non-Defense, non-Homeland
Security discretionary spending, which
represents a decrease of almost one
percent from FY 2005. The conference
agreement also includes language similar to
that which was approved in the Senate that
allows for $1.5 billion more than the
President’s proposal for community and
economic development programs so that
programs such as CDBG can be maintained
at their FY 2005 levels.
However, supporters of the CDBG program
will have to continue to press their case
with the Appropriations Committees, who
will be hard pressed to remain under the
$391 billion spending cap. In a related
event, a bipartisan group of 52 Senators
signed on to a letter this week to the
Appropriations Committee urging that the
CDBG program be funded at its FY 2005
level of $4.7 billion.
The budget resolution does not require
Presidential signature. Its approval by
Congress represents a significant victory
for the President in that it provides
protections from filibusters for his
proposals for mandatory spending cuts,
extension of tax relief, and Alaskan oil
drilling.

Washington Report

Homeland Security

Telecommunications

House committee approves Homeland
Security department authorization measure.
The House Committee on Homeland
Security approved legislation (HR 1817)
this week to authorize programs at the
Department of Homeland Security (DHS)
for FY 2006.

Key House panel hears from local officials.
The Telecommunications and the Internet
Subcommittee of the House Energy and
Commerce Committee heard from an array
of state and local officials this week on
their role in a changing telecommunications
marketplace.

This measure is separate for efforts by the
same committee last week to alter the
formulas through which DHS funds are
allocated to states and local governments.
In many ways, it is an effort by Chairman
Christopher Cox (R-CA) to legitimize the
Homeland Security Committee, which is in
its first full year of existence after serving
as a “select” committee following the
September 11, 2001 attacks. The creation of
a separate Homeland Security Committee
has been a contentious issue, as leaders of
other
committees
with
traditional
jurisdiction over agencies folded into DHS
(such as FEMA and the Coast Guard) have
fought to maintain their influence. Cox
maintains that since DHS distributes more
discretionary funds than any department
other than Defense, its programs should
be authorized each year, as are Pentagon
programs.

In his opening statement, full Committee
Chairman Joe Barton (R-TX) said that he
plans to guide a comprehensive
telecommunications bill through the House
by August. His opening statement also
appeared to lay down a gauntlet and make
clear to state and local officials that he
favors the industry position that the
elimination of all state and local regulation
and taxation of telecommunication services
is the key to a competitive and robust
telecommunications marketplace.

While HR 1817 does snot make any major
changes to DHS operations, it would
authorize adding an additional 2,000 border
patrol agents, alter the current color-coded
terror alert system, and provide additional
resources
for
intelligence
and
cybersecurity programs.
Cox hopes to approve HR 1817 prior to the
consideration of the FY 2006 Homeland
Security appropriations bill, but he first
must convince his colleagues in the Senate
to consider the measure. Senate Homeland
Security
and
Government
Affairs
Committee Chairman Susan Collins is said
to be agreeable to an annual DHS
authorization bill, but would prefer to begin
that process next year, choosing to
concentrate on formula reform this year.

Testifying on behalf of local government
organizations, Arvada, CO Mayor Ken
Fellman deftly presented and defended the
local government position. In his
testimony, Fellman boiled the local
government position down to three basic
requests:
<

Recognize the inherent police
powers of local governments to
manage and charge for the use of
local rights-of-way;

<

Take a deliberative approach
towards the regulation of Internet
Protocol (IP) services that
recognizes the core social
obligations of providers, and

<

Appreciate the neighborhood-byneighborhood expertise local
governments bring to overseeing
these
social
obligations,
including
public
safety,
broadband
deployment
and
prohibiting economic redlining.

Fellman made a convincing argument that
IP is simply a new way of delivering the
same services and that the advent of a new
technology does not suddenly void the
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importance
of
local
government
management of streets and roads nor does
it remove the need for basic public safety,
consumer protection and universal service
protections.
Testifying on behalf of the American
Public Power Association (APPA), Provo
UT Mayor Lewis Billings made a
compelling case for allowing local
governments to provide broadband
services. Billings compared broadband
deployment to electrification over a
century ago. He pointed out that municipal
utilities arose when private utilities failed to
provide electricity to small cities, focusing
instead on large cities where profits were
assured.

Comm. Development
House panel reviews CDBG formula. The
Federalism and the Census Subcommittee
of the House Government Reform
Committee held a hearing this week dubbed
“The 70s Look: Is the Decades-Old
Community Development Block Formula
Ready for an Extreme Makeover?”
The hearing was held in response to a
study of the Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) funding distribution
formula released earlier this year by the
Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD).
The primary witness was Deputy HUD
Secretary and former Syracuse, NY Mayor
Roy Bernardi. In his brief testimony,
Bernardi reiterated the study’s findings,
saying that while the formula has stayed
the same since 1981, the country has
changed significantly, resulting in what the
study says is a formula that does a poor
job of addressing need and unfairly
rewards some communities at the expense
of others. He did not take a firm position in
favor of a formula change in general or in
favor of any of the four alternatives
specifically.
Testifying on behalf of a number of
community development organizations,
former Laredo, TX Mayor Saul Ramirez, the

Washington Report
urged caution, saying that while ensuring
that the CDBG formula accurately targets
need, a formula fight could divide the
coalition that supports CDBG and lead to
the program’s demise in the current budget
climate and in light of the Administration’s
proposal. Ramirez also argued that the
current formula works well.
A copy of the HUD formula study is
available at:
www.capitaledge.com/hudformulastudy.p
df.

Grant Opportunities
Department of Labor, April 22: The
Employment and Training Administration
is soliciting applications for the Responsible
Reintegration of Youth Offender grant program
under the Workforce Investment Act.
There is approximately $15 million available
for fifteen projects to prepare youth
offenders to enter high growth and high
demand industries. The deadline to apply
is May 23, 2005. (Federal Register 2111221124)

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
FOR MORE INFORMATION:

May 5, 2005
Nancy Malone, Every Woman Matters Program
441-6264

EVENTS SCHEDULED FOR WOMEN’S HEALTH MONTH
May is a time for remembering and honoring the special women in our lives through the
celebration of Women’s Health Month. In observance, the Every Woman Matters program of the
Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department and several faith-based organizations will
highlight the importance of annual health exams, healthful diets, moderate exercise, and quitting
tobacco use as the best means of preventing and eliminating the health risks associated with
breast and cervical cancer, heart disease, diabetes, and other illnesses. Every Woman Matters
encourages women to be screened, to remind other women to receive regular health screenings,
and to honor those whose lives have been affected by breast and cervical cancer.
During May, health screenings and diabetic assessment will be available on the Mobile Health
Clinic at the following Lincoln locations: SunMart (17th & South St.) May 12, 1-3 pm, ALPS
(27th & Y St.), May 18th, 12:30-2:30 pm, and Sun Mart (1340 W. O St.) May 24th 4-6 pm.
Every Woman Matters Program staff from the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department will
be available with displays to provide information and assist with program enrollment at the
following Lincoln locations:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Russ’s Market (17th & Washington), May 9th, 3:30-5:30pm
Village Market (3211 S. 13th), May 10th, 4-6pm
ALPS (27th & Y), May 12th, 3:30-5:30pm
Russ’s Market (4200 S. 27th), May 13th, 4-6pm
Super Saver (27th & Cornhusker), May 19th, 10am-12pm
Plaza Pharmacy (11th & G), May 19th, 1-3pm
Super Saver (48th & O), May 20th, 10am-12pm
Walgreen’s (815 N. 27th), May 23rd, 4-6pm
Indian Center (1100 Military Rd.), May 26th, 9-10:30am
Save-Mart (11th & Belmont), May 26th, 3:30-5:30pm.

The Every Woman Matters program at the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department, funded
through Nebraska Health and Human Services, provides income-eligible women 40-64 years of
age the opportunity to receive regular breast and cervical health screenings, mammograms, and
Pap tests when they may not be able to afford the costs. Women may also receive additional
-more-

Events Schedules for Women’s Health Month
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screenings on an annual basis that include blood pressure and cholesterol checks and a blood
sugar (glucose) check. For more information, contact Every Woman Matters at 441-6264.
In Nebraska, breast cancer is the second leading cause of cancer-related deaths in women.
Although breast cancer can happen to anyone, major risk factors include being a woman and
getting older. Studies have shown that when detected early, a woman has a 96 percent chance of
surviving the disease. Regular health exams save lives. To help ensure a healthy lifestyle, it is
recommended that women over 40 years of age perform a monthly breast self-exam, have a
yearly clinical breast exam by a health care provider, have a mammogram every year and be
routinely screened for heart disease and diabetes. Remember your health for those you love!

May 2, 2005

Alley Paving District No. 362
Project #554362
Alley between 48th and 49th Streets; Lowell - Meredeth
The City of Lincoln, Department of Public Works would like to take this opportunity to inform
you of an alley paving district in your area. Stephens & Smith Construction has been awarded
the contract and they plan to begin construction Monday, May 2, 2005. The project should be
completed in three to four weeks weather permitting. If you are interested in knowing more
about the project, please feel free to call the contractor or Engineering Services.
Bill Dibbert, Project Manager
Engineering Services

402-441-8338
Stephens & Smith Construction, Contractor
402-475-8087

554362 Adv BCD tdq.wpd

Combined Weed Program
City of Lincoln
April 2005 Monthly Report
Inspection Activity

Invaders Alert

178 inspections on 177 sites were made during
the month.

Noxious Weeds
•
•
•
•

Made 178 inspections on 178 sites on 1,120
acres.
Found 161 violations on 298 acres.
- 150 musk thistle
- 11 leafy spurge
Found no violations on 15 sites.
2 sites controlled by inspectors.

INSPECTION SUMMARY
177 Inspections of 178 sites
Cards
2%

Notice
1%

•
•
•

Letter
64%

Sent 109 letters, 3 trace cards and made 41
personal contacts.
29 control plans have been received.
Control is pending on 160 sites.

Sanitary Landfills
th

Inspection of the 48 Street and Bluff Road
Sanitary Landfill sites have been initiated and
the contractor will soon begin control efforts.

Weed Abatement
•

APRIL Activities
6

Direct
contact
24%

None
9%

This billboard can now be seen along the Lower
Platte River corridor.

Inspections will begin May 2. 139 complaints
have been received to date.

11
14
19-20
21
21-20
26
30

Meeting with Cass County
Musk thistle inspections begin
Mgt Team Mtg
Spring spray seminar Hastings
Staff Meeting 8:45
LPWMA Meeting
Talk at Sunrise Kiwanis
Monthly activity report

Planned MAY Activities
2
Begin City Weed Abatement inspections
4
Cell phone meeting
5
Wireless data services meeting
12
LPWMA meeting
12
Mgt Team Mtg
16
Prepare leafy spurge roadside map
17
Employee Recognition Luncheon
16-31 leafy spurge roadside spraying
25-27 Vacation
Contract for landfill site spraying
Monitor public land managers control
efforts
Musk thistle inspections
Budget preparation

TO:

FROM:
DATE:
SUBJECT:

LLWC Commissioners
Mayor Coleen J.Seng
Lincoln City Council Members
Lancaster County Board of Commissioners
Lancaster County Towns/Villages/Boards
Bonnie Coffey/Lincoln-Lancaster Women=s Commission
4/29/05
Director=s Report – April 2005

Notes
zI was on vacation April 1-5 (to visit my new granddaughter, Joyeaux Lythe in Cincinnati)
and April 22.
zLLWC is delighted to welcome Margie Kniep as Senior Office Assistant. Margie is parttime at .5 FTE, representing a downsizing for LLWC in a cost-saving measure. Margie is a
former city/county employee, having worked with Urban Development and the 911 Center;
her first day was April 11 and she’s already an important part of our team.
Community Learning Center (CLC) Initiative
Background: The City of Lincoln was one of eight cities nationwide to receive a thirtymonth technical assistance grant to engage the city in CLCs; I served as point person for
that grant, and continue to serve on the management team for the CLC initiative in Lincoln.
Community Learning Centers are partnerships that provide opportunities and support
services that lead to improved student learning, stronger families and stronger
communities. There are currently 15 CLCs in Lincoln funded by a blended stream of 21st
Century, PEN and grant monies.
zLincoln Public Schools has recently received a 21st Century federal grant through the
State of Nebraska to initiate four more CLCs in Lincoln; these will include Arnold, Dawes,
Norwood Park and McPhee.
zThe Communications/Public Engagement Committee met on April 30, hearing a
presentation from the Saratoga CLC and results of a recent survey on CLC name
recognition.
Community Services Initiative (CSI)
Background: CSI is the implementation of plans developed through a community-wide
survey of gaps in human services needs; due to a reconfiguration, oversight and clerical
support of CSI was awarded to the Human Services Federation (HSF). This restructure
combines the seven original coalitions into four (with two others being folded under Urban
Development and the Health Department). The restructure provides for paid staffing of the
coalitions and dissolution of the Steering Cabinet. Paid staff will now comprise the steering
Committee, removing the need for chairs and co-chairs. The Early Care & Education and
Youth Development Coalitions have been re-combined and are being staffed by contracted
personnel, Nancy Rosenow and Tracy Gordon. The group is now focusing on quality of
early care and education standards.
zPlanning continues for the Mayor’s Summit, “One Vision, One Voice” on the issues of

Director’s Report

April 2005

early care and education scheduled for June 17. United Way of Lincoln and Lancaster
County has agreed to cosponsor the event; attendance is by invitation only and all City
Council and County Commission members can expect their invitation letters soon.
Women=s Leadership
Background: During LLWC’s strategic planning following the “Women’s Voices” project that
surveyed women in Lincoln and Lancaster County, focus is being placed on two areas,
“Women’s Leadership & Public Policy” and “Women’s Health.”
zExciting plans continue for the innovative and non-partisan “Ready to Run” workshop for
women to provide vital information and resources to women in the Lincoln/Omaha area who
are considering running for elected office. A steering committee comprised of women from
Lincoln and Omaha has been formed; in addition to commissioners from LLWC, Kathie
Uhrmacher, Danja Pegram-Siders and Nancy Intermill, the Lincoln contingent includes
Kathy Campbell and Kim Robak. The Steering Committee met on April 12 to discuss the
agenda, facilities and logistics and presenters. Originally, the event was scheduled for
Mahoney State Park; an opportunity exists to hold the event at the SAC Museum; a task
force will visit the museum on May 2. The event is scheduled for Saturday, October 15 with
each city (Lincoln and Omaha) reserving 50% of the possible openings for women to
attend. This program is modeled after “Ready to Run” developed by the Center for
American Women in Politics (CAWP) at Rutgers University, who has granted LLWC
permission to use their logo and materials. CAWP is hoping to attend the October event,
as we are the first state to initiate their program.
zApril 19 marked the annual “Equal Pay Day,” highlighting the fact that women make less
than men. The latest statistics show that nationally, women make 77¢ for every dollar a
man makes; here in Nebraska, that rate drops to 71¢ for every dollar. LLWC’s president,
Kathie Uhrmacher, wrote an op ed piece for the Lincoln Journal Star that appeared in the
April 19 issue.
zContinuing the opportunity for local women to meet new contacts and for younger women
to learn the art of networking, LLWC held its semi-annual “Council of Women Leaders” at
the Holiday Inn Downtown on April 19. Over 70 women attended the informal, affordable
dinner, had an opportunity to introduce themselves and hear Lincoln City Council members
Annette McRoy read a proclamation commemorating Equal Pay Day and Patte Newman
provide statistics on equal pay issues. The next event will be in October.
Women’s Health
Background: During LLWC’s strategic planning following the “Women’s Voices” project that
surveyed women in Lincoln and Lancaster County, focus is being placed on two areas,
“Women’s Leadership & Public Policy” and “Women’s Health.” LLWC Director Bonnie
Coffey serves as a liaison to the Family Violence Council and Co-Chair of the Changing
Attitudes Committee (a subcommittee formed to implement part of the FVC strategic plan to
2
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address community attitudes concerning violence).
zLLWC is anxiously awaiting delivery of the patient rights tapes in Arabic; the project has
been a difficult one to complete. Finding Arabic speaking women was easy, but the major
contributor had to drop out, which made finding another difficult. Wishing to ensure that the
tape was appropriate and correct, we have had it reviewed by more than one Arabic
speaking woman, who has also ensured that the Arabic language on the tape is
appropriate. We expect the tapes in mid-May; we will launch the entire Women’s Health
Project in late May with a roll-out of the patient brochures and the tapes.
zThe Healthy Kids: 2010 Breastfeeding Task Force Media Subcommittee met on April 21
with committee members hot gluing Dove chocolate pieces to cards thanking nurses for
their support in breastfeeding education. The cards were placed in baskets for delivery to
hospitals in recognition of Nurses’ Day on May 5. The group is also designing and printing
small posters in support of breastfeeding.
Lincoln-Lancaster Teenage Pregnancy Prevention Coalition (TPPC).
Background: For several years, LLWC has been an active member of TPPC. LLWC’s
director has served as president and currently provides Communications/PR support.
z”Sex, Drugs and Rock & Roll: What Parents Need to Know” is on track for Thursday, May
19 from 7-9 pm at BryanLGH West. Mayor Seng will present opening remarks. This
presentation is designed to provide information on how parents can become good teachers
of sex and sexuality to their children. The forum will be moderated and parents will have
the opportunity to ask questions. Statistics indicate teens want to hear about such issues
from their parents.
zMay is National Teenage Pregnancy Prevention Month, and TPPC is encouraging teens
to take an online quiz to determine their risk taking quotient at www.teenpregnancy.org.
The quiz is designed to help teens make good decisions about risky behaviors.
zLocally, TPPC will mark National Teenage Pregnancy Prevention Month by sending
twice-weekly postcards for the entire month to elected and appointed officials and policymakers in Lincoln and Lancaster County. Each card will have facts and statistics on teen
pregnancy and births. TPPC has been initiating this mailing for the past three years.
Media/PR/Speaking
zInformation was shared on My 106.5 FM on 4/6 the upcoming “Celebration of the Young
Child” at Ag Hall on the State Fairgrounds and on 4/20 on the fundraiser for swimming
lessons at the YWCA for Middle Eastern and Arabic women.
zIn continuing presentation in collaboration with the Lincoln Commission on Human Rights
on increasing sexual and racial harassment occurring in Lincoln, I co-presented to career
classes at Southwest High School on April 11 and to Lincoln East on April 13.
zI spoke on issues impacting women to Nancy Intermill’s class at Union College on April
3
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11; Nancy is an LLWC Commissioner who is an Adjunct Instructor.
zStudents from Southeast Community College made appointments for interviews for term
papers; I spoke with four this month on April 13, April 19 and April 20. LLWC is always
happy to provide contemporary information to students, who tell me that it’s frequently hard
to find someone to talk with them on women’s issues.
Meetings/Public Contacts
zThe budget season has begun, and I met with Mayor Seng on April 7 to discuss LLWC’s
budget. Indications are that LLWC will be included in the Mayor’s budget for 2005/06 and
that budget will reflect a reduction of about $25,000 as LLWC replaces the 1 FTE with a .5
FTE.
zI met with one of LLWC’s newest commissioners about her perceptions about the
nomination process. She provided valuable feedback and we had a great conversation; we
look forward to working with her and using her expertise.
zI attended the Saturday, April 9 annual “Celebration of the Young Child;” LLWC has
assisted in this event for several years in securing celebrity readers. This year, Lancaster
County Commissioner Deb Schorr, City Council members Ken Svoboda and Terry Werner
and LLWC Commissioner read books to the large and growing group of young children at
this fun event.
zI attended the YWCA’s annual awards ceremonies “Allies and Mentors” at BryanLGH
East on April 20.
zRick Hoppe is the new aide to Mayor Seng and my liaison in the Mayor’s Office; while
Rick and I have worked together in the past, he spent time at the LLWC office on April 25 to
get an overview of LLWC and its projects.
zOn April 26, I had the opportunity to attend a jointly presented workshop by Nebraska
Voices for Children and the Nebraska Appleseed Center, “Persuading Others.” I found
important resources for crucial issues facing Nebraska, including Medicaid; fact sheets on
the impact of cuts in Medicaid will be provided to commissioners in their May meeting
packets. LLWC Commissioner Elizabeth Rodacker, an associate professor at Union
College, prepared an op ed on the impact of Medicaid on the women in Nebraska; it
appeared in the April 28 issue of the Lincoln Journal Star.
WomenTalk
Background: This unique television series addressing the issues that impact women was
inaugurated in January 2000, and is the only one of its kind in the city/county; all of the
programs since its inception have been underwritten by the Lincoln Journal Star and are at
no cost to LLWC.
zWe are pleased to have received funding to have Art Kuhr, known for his set designs at
NPTV and UNL design a set for the WomenTalk programs. It is hoped to have this set in
place for the May 19 taping. I met with Art several times in April to discuss possibilities and
4
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to get a timeline established.
z”Perspectives: Muslim Women” was taped on 3/17, with LLWC commissioner Beth
Rodacker as co moderator and guests Zainab Al-Baaj and Rachida Faid-Douglas as
guests. Positive comments have already been received.
zUpcoming programs include:
May 2005 – “Overexposed: Dangers of Tanning”
Guests: Dr. Ann Lott & a patient
July 2005 – “Invited In: Internet Predators”
September 2005 – “How to Get Ahead Without Going to the Golf Course”
November 2005 – “Crystal Catastrophe: Women and Meth”
zA meeting will be held soon to establish program themes for the 2005/06 season and to
approach the Lincoln Journal Star for continued funding.
Regularly Attended Meetings
zLLWC Staff Meetings are held each Monday at 9 a.m. to review the week, touch base and
coordinate schedules and activities.
zEach Monday at 10:45 a.m., I attend the Directors Meeting held with City Council.
zEach Wednesday from 9-11 a.m., I attend the Mayor=s Cabinet meeting. Weekly reports
are e-mailed to the Mayor each Monday morning.
zThe LLWC monthly meeting was held April 13; minutes are provided separately.
zFriends of LLWC met on April 14.
zLLWC staff took advantage of annual “Clean Out Your Files” week to spend most of April
18 eliminating unnecessary files and publications. Annually, the city has a contest to see
which department can produce the most recycling materials; as part of the Mayor’s Office,
LLWC certainly did their part!
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
FOR MORE INFORMATION:

May 3, 2005
Ann Seacrest, R.N., 402/423-6402
Bonnie Coffey, director, 402/441-8695

TABITHA HONORED FOR ESTABLISHING LACTATION ROOM
Breastfeeding: Healthy Kids 2010, a community work group, is pleased to honor Tabitha Health Care
Services for their corporate leadership in establishing an employee lactation room. According to
Breastfeeding: Healthy Kids 2010 member, Ann Seacrest, a registered nurse and board certified lactation
consultant, women returning to work outside the home face challenges-unless their employers
understand the value of feeding human infants human milk.
According to Ms. Seacrest, “The U.S. Surgeon General and the American Academy of Pediatrics both
call for a united front from our community. Feeding our infants human milk protects their health and
promotes brain development. But we must help women make it happen. When we don’t, acute and
chronic illnesses increase and brain development is compromised. Health care costs increase and our
entire community suffers the consequences.”
Tabitha’s new room is complete with rocking chair, sink, table and chairs for additional family members,
a padded bench for changing baby or lying down while nursing. Educational materials have been
supplied by La Leche League of Lincoln.
Lisa Kopecky, a registered dietitian, member of Breastfeeding: Healthy Kids 2010 and promoter of
Tabitha’s corporate lactation room, “It is our goal at Tabitha to make transitioning back to work
desirable and manageable for new moms. By providing a space for moms to comfortably pump milk
or nurse their babies we are creating a more inviting work environment.”
Sara Furr, a La Leche League Leader and member of Breastfeeding: Healthy Kids 2010, explains,
“Corporate lactation programs can be very short and sweet. Companies should value the health of
children and the community as a whole. Employees are encouraged to breastfeed and when they return
to work, they are assured appropriate, short breaks during the work day, and a private place to pump.”
Furr explains that the impact to the corporation is positive, as new mothers can then return to the work
force knowing they are providing optimal nutrition, tailor-made for their infant. Companies have found
there is less employee turnover and less absenteeism when mothers continue breastfeeding after a they
return to work. It is a win-win situation for everyone.
For more information on Tabitha’s program or corporate lactation programs in general, please contact
Lisa Kopecky at 483-7671.
For more information about Breastfeeding: Healthy Kids 2010 please contact Ann Seacrest at 423-6402.

Joan V Ray
05/05/2005 09:39 AM

To:
cc:
Subject: Fwd: downtown hotel

----- Forwarded by Joan V Ray/Notes on 05/05/2005 09:44 AM ----campjon@aol.com
05/04/2005 05:33 PM

To: jray@ci.lincoln.ne.us
cc:
Subject: Fwd: downtown hotel

Joan--please share with the Council.
Jon Camp
Lincoln City Council
City Council Office: 441-8793
Constituent representative: Darrell Podany
-----Original Message----From: Paul Johnson <jenpauljohn@msn.com>
To: jcamp@ci.lincoln.ne.us
Sent: Tue, 3 May 2005 20:09:22 -0500
Subject: downtown hotel
th

Why are we discussing 17 and Q streets for a hotel? Sell J.Q. the Pershing and the city will have money
for the Hay Market auditorium. Just think of the business you will have downtown. It’s a win win win. Paul
Johnson

DO NOT REPLY to thisInterLinc
<none@lincoln.ne.gov
>

To: General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc:
Subject: InterLinc: Council Feedback

05/01/2005 11:01 AM

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council
Name:
Address:
City:

Dennis Mathias
545 North 26th St.
Lincoln, NE 68503

Phone:
Fax:
Email:

402-475-7035
dennis@mathiaslink.com

Comment or Question:
I'm trying to track down a mailing we received last week supposedly from an
animal organization (Friends of Lincoln's Cats and Dogs) stating that 'Terry
Werner has personally stonewalled a valid, competitive contract with the
Humane Society'. It's my understanding that Mr. Svoboda or his agents
obtained an client list from Lincoln Animal Control. A quick check indicates
that anyone who has had contact with LAC received one of these mailings. Can
you confirm that Mr. Svoboda or his organization did in fact purchase this
list from Animal Control? We're not finding a plethora of information for
Friends of Lincoln's Cats and Dogs. Do you know who chairs the organization?

DO NOT REPLY to thisInterLinc
<none@lincoln.ne.gov
>

To: General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc:
Subject: InterLinc: Council Feedback

04/29/2005 07:40 PM

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council
Name:
Address:
City:

John Baete
2700 North 65
Lincoln,NE 68507

Phone:
Fax:
Email:

402-525-2551
bears1343@excite.com

Comment or Question:
Mr Friend is a example of why lincolnites have little respect for the city
council. The negative attitude he shows is disgusting. His adds on radio and
tv as well as the republican party are the very reason I will vote democratic.
The council should,in my mind, not even affiliate themselves with any party in
order to work together for the betterment of Lincoln and its citizens. The
constant bickering on the council is becoming "old hat" and needs to change.
In my mind Mr Friend, since he is not running again, has an agenda against
others on the council. The common thinking man in Lincoln doesn't have a
chance at running for office, only the wealthy with business ties, thus NO
down to earth thoughts from the everyday tax paying person. I hope the
negative adds and attitudes STOP !

Joan V Ray
05/02/2005 10:50 AM

To: Diane Kimble <dkimble3457@yahoo.com>
cc:
Subject: Re: Extending the $5.00 bus passports

Dear Ms. Kimble: Your message has been received in the Council Office and will be forwarded to the
Council Members for their consideration. Thank you for your input on this issue.
Joan V. Ray
City Council Office
555 South 10th Street
Lincoln, NE - 68508
Phone: 402-441-6866
Fax:
402-441-6533
e-mail: jray@ci.lincoln.ne.us
Diane Kimble <dkimble3457@yahoo.com>

Diane Kimble
<dkimble3457@yahoo.
com>

To: council@ci.lincoln.ne.us
cc:
Subject: Extending the $5.00 bus passports

04/30/2005 04:26 PM

Thank you for pursuing an extension of the grant so Startran can continue to offer the discount
bus passports. I am one of the many bus riders who do not have a car so the bus is my
transportation most of the time. Although I walk as much as possible, I have rheumatoid
arthritis so the weather sometimes limits how much walking I can do.
Thank you, again.
__________________________________________________
Do You Yahoo!?
Tired of spam? Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around
http://mail.yahoo.com

Joan V Ray

To: "Becky J. Carter" <bcarter2@unl.edu>
cc:
Subject: Re: Support for North Hills Comp Plan Ammendment

05/02/2005 11:11 AM

Dear Ms. Carter: Your message has been received in the Council Office and will be forwarded to the
Council Members for their consideration. Thank you for your input on this issue.
Joan V. Ray
City Council Office
555 South 10th Street
Lincoln, NE - 68508
Phone: 402-441-6866
Fax:
402-441-6533
e-mail: jray@ci.lincoln.ne.us
"Becky J. Carter" <bcarter2@unl.edu>

"Becky J. Carter"
<bcarter2@unl.edu>

To: <council@lincoln.ne.gov>, <plan@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc: <mayor@lincoln.ne.gov>
Subject: Support for North Hills Comp Plan Ammendment

05/02/2005 09:42 AM

To: Lincoln City Council
Lincoln/Lancaster County Planning Commission
Cc: Colleen Seng, Mayor
Dear Government Official:
I'm writing to call your attention to Comprehensive Plan Amendment #05005.
This amendment has been introduced by Councilperson Annette McRoy on
behalf of the North Hills Neighborhood. The main intent of this amendment
is to reduce the negative impact our neighborhood will have by the
construction of a four plus one lane arterial street. We believe this
amendment reaches an acceptable compromise between all interested parties.
I am asking for your full support in approving this amendment and this
very important neighborhood issue.
Sincerely,
Becky J. Carter
1610 Kennedy Dr.
477-0075

DO NOT REPLY to thisInterLinc
<none@lincoln.ne.gov
>

To: General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc:
Subject: InterLinc: Council Feedback

05/02/2005 02:04 PM

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council
Name:
Address:
City:

Michael J. Schlautman
8650 Lexington Ave., Apt 508
Lincoln, NE 68505-3684

Phone:
Fax:
Email:

402-327-8652
iketenten@hotmail.com

Comment or Question:
Can the condition of the sidewalks in Lincoln be given better attention?
noticed some improvements, but there is quite a bit to still be done.

I've

I was born and raised in rural Nebraska, became disabled about 25 years ago
while living in North Carolina, and returned to Nebraska about two years ago
to be nearer to family.
I've managed to see too much of Lincoln from the ground looking up after
tipping over while trying to get somewhere.
One of the conclusions that I have come to about Nebraskans is that too many
of us won't humble ourselves enough to even consider the life circumstances of
others unless/until we are forced to.
Please do what you can to change this.

Joan V Ray

To: "Carol Brown" <carolserv@hotmail.com>
cc:
Subject: Re: Support for North Hills Comp Plan Ammendment

05/02/2005 04:29 PM

Carol: Your message has been received and will be forwarded to Council Members for consideration.
Thanks for your continued input on behalf of the community.
Joan V. Ray
City Council Office
555 South 10th Street
Lincoln, NE - 68508
Phone: 402-441-6866
Fax:
402-441-6533
e-mail: jray@ci.lincoln.ne.us
"Carol Brown" <carolserv@hotmail.com>

"Carol Brown"
<carolserv@hotmail.co
m>

To: <council@lincoln.ne.gov>, <plan@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc: <mayor@lincoln.ne.gov>
Subject: Support for North Hills Comp Plan Ammendment

05/02/2005 02:16 PM

To: Lincoln City Council
Lincoln/Lancaster County Planning Commission
Cc: Colleen Seng, Mayor
Dear Government Official:
I'm writing to call your attention to Comprehensive Plan Amendment #05005.
This amendment has been introduced by Councilperson Annette McRoy on
behalf of the North Hills Neighborhood. The main intent of this amendment
is to reduce the negative impact our neighborhood will have by the
construction of a four plus one lane arterial street. We believe this
amendment reaches an acceptable compromise between all interested parties.
I am asking for your full support in approving this amendment and this
very important neighborhood issue.
Sincerely,
Carol Brown
2201 Elba Circle
402-435-8932

Joan V Ray

To: "Dave Marreel" <yankee2002@alltel.net>
cc:
Subject: Re: Support for North Hills Comp Plan Ammendment

05/03/2005 08:43 AM

Dear Mr. Marreel: Your message has been received in the Council Office and will be forwarded to the
Council Members for their consideration. Thank you for your input on this issue.
Joan V. Ray
City Council Office
555 South 10th Street
Lincoln, NE - 68508
Phone: 402-441-6866
Fax:
402-441-6533
e-mail: jray@ci.lincoln.ne.us
"Dave Marreel" <yankee2002@alltel.net>

"Dave Marreel"
<yankee2002@alltel.ne
t>

To: <council@lincoln.ne.gov>, <plan@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc: <mayor@lincoln.ne.gov>
Subject: Support for North Hills Comp Plan Ammendment

05/02/2005 06:42 PM

To: Lincoln City Council
Lincoln/Lancaster County Planning Commission
Cc: Colleen Seng, Mayor
Dear Government Official:
I'm writing to call your attention to Comprehensive Plan Amendment #05005.
This amendment has been introduced by Councilperson Annette McRoy on
behalf of the North Hills Neighborhood. The main intent of this amendment
is to reduce the negative impact our neighborhood will have by the
construction of a four plus one lane arterial street. We believe this
amendment reaches an acceptable compromise between all interested parties.
I am asking for your full support in approving this amendment and this
very important neighborhood issue.
Sincerely,
Dave Marreel
5511 Rockford Dr
402-489-8665

DO NOT REPLY to thisInterLinc
<none@lincoln.ne.gov
>

To: General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc:
Subject: InterLinc: Council Feedback

05/03/2005 07:18 PM

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council
Name:
Address:
City:

ryan simpson
15900 n 40th
davey, Ne

Phone:
Fax:
Email:
Comment or Question:
I'm really not sure why so many people that get elected into office say that
they are helping our city. Sure we get streets fixed, we get buildings put up,
we get more hotels and condos, but what about the people. You republicans on
the council should be for less government and the smoking ban is not about
that. THAT IS MORE GOVERNMENT! Just because a majority of people that vote
probably do not go to bars----it passes? Why didn't the city council consider
a partial ban? Or leave it up to the bar owner? Who gives anyone the right to
tell a business owner what to do or what not to do with their business? Just
wandering, Ryan

donnarodb@aol.com
05/04/2005 08:40 AM

To: council@ci.lincoln.ne.us
cc:
Subject: I now know the meaning of the phrase "Dirty Politics"!!!

Never was certain what it meant before the past few weeks--now I know. What bothers me even more is
that Jon Camp is supposed to be the representative for my district! Of course, he never has been, so
why expect any changes? He probably has some "shady" dealings, etc. in his past, and some day,
hopefully they will jump up and bite him when he least expects it. What body of the government do you
plan to bring disgrace to next--not that anyone can stop you, under the cloak of "mr. nice guy" that you
operate? Maybe the grass would be greener in Scottsbluff or elsewhere in the panhandle where they
haven't been privy to your underhanded tactics. The next council meeting should be interesting--but I'll
bet you will have your head up high, just like you can do no wrong. Please don't run for local government
again!!!!!

Joan V Ray

To: "Sharyn Marreel" <smarreel@ameritas.com>
cc:
Subject: Re: Support for North Hills Comp Plan Ammendment

05/04/2005 09:48 AM

Dear Ms. Marreel: Your message has been received in the Council Office and will be forwarded to the
Council Members for their consideration. Thank you for your input on this issue.
Joan V. Ray
City Council Office
555 South 10th Street
Lincoln, NE - 68508
Phone: 402-441-6866
Fax:
402-441-6533
e-mail: jray@ci.lincoln.ne.us
"Sharyn Marreel" <smarreel@ameritas.com>

"Sharyn Marreel"
<smarreel@ameritas.c
om>

To: <council@lincoln.ne.gov>, <plan@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc: <mayor@lincoln.ne.gov>
Subject: Support for North Hills Comp Plan Ammendment

05/03/2005 08:14 PM

To: Lincoln City Council
Lincoln/Lancaster County Planning Commission
Cc: Colleen Seng, Mayor
Dear Government Official:
I'm writing to call your attention to Comprehensive Plan Amendment #05005.
This amendment has been introduced by Councilperson Annette McRoy on
behalf of the North Hills Neighborhood. The main intent of this amendment
is to reduce the negative impact our neighborhood will have by the
construction of a four plus one lane arterial street. We believe this
amendment reaches an acceptable compromise between all interested parties.
I am asking for your full support in approving this amendment and this
very important neighborhood issue.
Sincerely,
Sharyn Marreel
5511 Rockford Drive
402-489-8665

Joan V Ray

To: "Stephanie Marreel" <stephie_1010@hotmail.com>
cc:
Subject: Re: Support for North Hills Comp Plan Ammendment

05/04/2005 09:50 AM

Dear Ms. Marreel: Your message, too, has been received in the Council Office and will be forwarded to
the Council Members for their consideration. Thank you for your input on this issue.
Joan V. Ray
City Council Office
555 South 10th Street
Lincoln, NE - 68508
Phone: 402-441-6866
Fax:
402-441-6533
e-mail: jray@ci.lincoln.ne.us
"Stephanie Marreel" <stephie_1010@hotmail.com>

"Stephanie Marreel"
<stephie_1010@hotmai
l.com>

To: <council@lincoln.ne.gov>, <plan@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc: <mayor@lincoln.ne.gov>
Subject: Support for North Hills Comp Plan Ammendment

05/03/2005 08:15 PM

To: Lincoln City Council
Lincoln/Lancaster County Planning Commission
Cc: Colleen Seng, Mayor
Dear Government Official:
I'm writing to call your attention to Comprehensive Plan Amendment #05005.
This amendment has been introduced by Councilperson Annette McRoy on
behalf of the North Hills Neighborhood. The main intent of this amendment
is to reduce the negative impact our neighborhood will have by the
construction of a four plus one lane arterial street. We believe this
amendment reaches an acceptable compromise between all interested parties.
I am asking for your full support in approving this amendment and this
very important neighborhood issue.
Sincerely,
Stephanie Marreel
5511 Rockford Dr
402-489-8665

wemergency
<wemergency@bryanl
gh.org>
05/04/2005 11:31 AM

Please vote "For"

To: council@ci.lincoln.ne.us
cc:
Subject: Prarie Lake Shopping Center Movie Complex

"centurytowinginc"
<ca62102@alltel.net>
05/04/2005 02:27 PM

To: <council@ci.lincoln.ne.us>
cc:
Subject: CHILDREN RIDING WITH DRUNK DRIVERS FROM LINCOLN BARS

NOW THAT WE HAVE ADJUSTED TO THE SMOKING BAN HOW ABOUT BANNING CHILDREN
FROM THE BARS OF LINCOLN SO THAT THEY ARE NOT RIDING HOME IN A CAR DRIVEN BY A
DRUNK! WE ARE SEEING MORE AND MORE VERY YOUNG CHILDREN IN THE BARS SECOND
HAND SMOKE MAY KILL OVER A LONG PERIOD OF TIME BUT GETING IN A CAR WITH A DRUNK
DRIVER IS A FOR SURE QUICK AND BLOODY DEATH THINK ABOUT IT YOU ARE THE LEADERS
OF THIS CITY SO WHY DON'T YOU ACT LIKE IT. WE WILL BE WATCHING AND HOPE TO SEE
ACTION TAKING VERY SOON ON THIS!

