DIRECTORS’ MEETING
MONDAY, MARCH 14, 2005 - 11:00 A.M.
CONFERENCE ROOM 113
I.

II.

MAYOR
1.

NEWS ADVISORY - RE: Mayor Coleen Seng and representatives of the City
Home Clean Air Program will announce the use of ethanol-blended diesel fuel
by City buses at a news conference at 10:00 a.m., Thursday, March 10th-(See
Advisory)

2.

NEWS RELEASE - RE: Lincoln Is First City In Nation To Convert Buses To
Ethanol Fuel Blend-(See Release)

3.

NEWS RELEASE - RE: Open House Planned For Water Main Improvements
On South 48th Street-(See Release)

4.

Washington Report - March 4, 2005.

DIRECTORS
FINANCE DEPARTMENT/CITY TREASURER
1.

Material from Don Herz, Finance Director & Melinda J. Jones, City Treasurer
- RE: Resolution & Finance Department, Treasurer of Lincoln, Nebraska Investments Purchased February 22 thru March 4, 2005.

PLANNING
1.

Letter from Tom Cajka to Paula Dicero, Associated Engineering - RE:
Lattimer’s Addition Final Plat #04138-generally located at S. 84th St. and
Kathy Lane-(See Letter)

2.

Letter from Becky Horner to J.D. Burt, Design Associates - RE: Northview 7th
Addition Final Plat #04135-generally located at Northview Road and N. 24th
Street-(See Letter)

3.

Letter from Brian Will to Kent Braasch, Essex Corp. - RE: The Preserve on
Antelope Creek 8th Addition-FP#04097-generally located at South 80th Street
and Pioneers Blvd. -(See Letter)

PLANNING COMMISSION FINAL ACTION.....
1.

Use Permit No. 141A, Thompson Creek (Add two lots for commercial use-S.
56th Street & Thompson Creek Blvd.) Resolution No. PC-00905.

2.

Special Permit No. 05003, Meadow View 2nd Addition CUP (Northeast corner
of S.W. 84th Street & West Pioneers Blvd.) Resolution No. PC-00904DENIED.

3.

Use Permit No. 148, King Crest (N. 27th Street, north of Folkways Blvd.)
Resolution No. PC-00906.

4.

**CORRECTED**- Use Permit No. 148, King Crest (N. 27th Street, north of
Folkways Blvd.) Resolution No. PC-00906.

PUBLIC WORKS & UTILITIES
1.

Public Works & Utilities ADVISORY - RE: Holdrege Street Water Main and
Roadway Improvement Is Beginning EO #65704 - Holdrege St. from 84th to
90th Street - (See Advisory)

2.

Public Works & Utilities ADVISORY - RE: South 48th Street Water Main
Improvements Planned-Public Meeting Scheduled for March 15, 2005-Project
#700270- (See Advisory)

3.

Response E-Mail from Steve Masters to Annette McRoy - RE: Constituent
with problem-District assessment-Robert Markovic-(See E-Mail’s)

III.

CITY CLERK

IV.

COUNCIL
A.

COUNCIL REQUESTS/CORRESPONDENCE

JON CAMP
1.

E-Mail from Ann Geary to Jon Camp - RE: A Street Coachman’s Drive to
Eldon Drive- (See E-Mail)
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2.

E-Mail from Julie Sand to Jon Camp with response from Jon Camp - RE:
Talent Plus -(See E-Mail)

JONATHAN COOK
1.

OUTSTANDING Request to Public Works & Utilities Department - RE:
Snow plowed onto sidewalks repeatedly (RFI#122 - 01/11/05). — 1.) SEE
RESPONSE FROM W.L. NASS, PUBLIC WORKS & UTILITIES
DEPARTMENT RECEIVED ON RFI#122-03/09/05.

GLENN FRIENDT
1.

Request to Marc Wullschleger, Urban Development Director /Lynn Johnson,
Parks & Recreation Director - RE: Next steps for the University Place property
vacation (RFI#41-02/02/05). — 1.) SEE RESPONSE FROM MARC
WULLSCHLEGER, URBAN DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR
RECEIVED ON RFI#41-02/09/05.

ANNETTE McROY
1.

Request to Don Taute, Personnel Director RE: Breakdown for Each
Department for specifically requested information on M-Class Employees for
Years 1995, 2000 and 2003 (RFI #164 - 02-18-05 - Joint Request
w/P.Newman)

PATTE NEWMAN

V.

1.

Request to Don Taute, Personnel Director RE: Breakdown for Each
Department for specifically requested information on M-Class Employees for
Years 1995, 2000 and 2003 (RFI #30 - 02-18-05 - Joint Request w/A.McRoy)

2.

Request to Lynn Johnson, Parks & Recreation Director - RE: Request for more
information on the tennis courts at Woods Park- (RFI#31-03/04/05).

MISCELLANEOUS
1.

Letter from Nancy - RE: The “Ride for Five” Program it would be so helpful
if you continued this program-(See Letter)

2.

Letter from Gary Awalt - RE: The proposed Wal-Mart Super center-(See
Letter)
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3.

Letter from Havelock Business Owners - RE: Proposed Wal-Mart at 87th &
Adams -(See Letter)

4.

Letter from Rod Hornby, President, Rembolt Homes - RE: Plumbing concerns
with new construction -(See Letter)

5.

E-Mail from Lisa Janssen, BA Mental Health Specialist, Community Mental
Health Center of Lancaster County - RE: Please continue to support the ‘Ride
for Five’ Program-(See E-Mail)

6.

E-Mail from Lori Ashmore, HUD Homeless Case Manager, Lincoln Action
Program - RE: Bus passes -(See E-Mail)

7.

E-Mail from Liz Browne, Certified Social Worker, Community Support
Worker, Community Mental Health Center - RE: The Ride for Five Program(See E-Mail)

8.

Letter from George & Julie Papineau - RE: The proposed Wal-Mart at 84th &
Adams-(See Letter)

9.

Letter & Material from Frank Landis, Commissioner, State of Nebraska Public
Service Commission-RE: Application No. PSAP-36.1: In the Matter of
Lincoln/Lancaster County, seeking funding approval for recurring and nonrecurring costs of Wireless E911 Implementation-(See Material)

10.

Letter from Mark Travis - RE: Encourage you to continue the ‘Ride For Five’
program-(See Letter)

11.

Letter from Richard Strom - RE: Encourage you to continue the ‘Ride For
Five’ program-(See Letter)

12.

Letter from Terri Smith - RE: Continue the ‘Ride for Five’ Program-(See
Letter)

13.

Letter from Briana Gauger - RE: Continue the ‘Ride for Five’ Program-(See
Letter)

14.

Letter from Doris Scott; Darlene Smith; James Butts; Jerry Knowles; JoAnn
Graham; Jeanne Boettcher; - RE: The ‘no smoking’ ban - “independent living
center” they would like to see their facility mandated as smoke free -(See
Letter)
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15.

Letter from Terry Gettman - RE: Continue the ‘Ride for Five’ Program-(See
Letter)

16.

Letter from Mark & Terri Rockemann - RE: Concerned about the proposed
new Wal-Mart location at 84th & Adams-(See Letter)

17.

Letter from Shirley Uttecht - RE: Super Wal-Mart’s Proposed Northeast
Lincoln location at North 84th Street & Adams St. -(See Letter)

18.

Letter from Loretta Murry - RE: Please consider keeping the ‘Ride for Five’
program-(See Letter)

19.

Letter from Grace Bryan - RE: Please keep the ‘Ride for Five’ program-(See
Letter)

20.

Letter from Karen Teachman - RE: Please consider keeping the ‘Ride for Five’
program -(See Letter)

21.

Letter & Material from Donald Coleman - RE: The Karate studio owner
charged with indecent exposure, pleads innocent - questions how this man can
still operate a business where there are little girls-(See Material)

22.

E-Mail from Kim Baty - RE: The proposed Wal-Mart at 84th & Adams-(See
E-Mail)

23.

E-Mail from Donald Atkinson - RE: $5.00 Bus Passes -(See E-Mail)

24.

E-Mail from Selma Atkinson - RE: Please keep the five dollar bus passes -(See
E-Mail)

25.

E-Mail from Carol B. - RE: MSN article-National Bank of Wal-Mart? -(See
E-Mail)

26.

Letter from Susan Coonrod - RE: Please keep the ‘Ride for Five’ program(See Letter)

27.

Letter from Scott Johnson - RE: Please keep the ‘Ride for Five’ program-(See
Letter)

28.

Letter from Jean Wheat - RE: Please keep the ‘Ride for Five’ program-(See
Letter)
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VI.

29.

Letter from Bridget Toma - RE: Please keep the ‘Ride for Five’ program-(See
Letter)

30 .

Letter from Deloris Cole - RE: Please keep the ‘Ride for Five’ program-(See
Letter)

31.

E-Mail from Monica Janssen, BA, MHS, Mental Health Specialist - RE: On
behalf of my agency and all who have benefitted from the ‘Ride for Five’
program to encourage it being made permanent -(See E-Mail)

32.

E-Mail from Kristin Wulser - RE: Change of Zone 05014-Near South
Neighborhood -(See E-Mail)

33.

E-Mail from Perian Pattillo - RE: The ‘Ride For Five’ Program should be
retained -(See E-Mail)

34.

8 Letters from Tiffany Mullison & Julie S. Paschold, Fresh Start Home;
Leanne Malecha; Mary Thomas; Tina; Tisa Townsend; Linda Bradley; Teresa
Patocka; - RE: The ‘Ride For Five’ Program -(See Letters)

35.

Letter from Tami Lang - RE: The proposed Wal-Mart at 84th & Adams-(See
Letter)

36.

Letter - RE: The ‘Ride For Five’ Program-(See Letter)

ADJOURNMENT

da031405/tjg
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CITYOF
llNcolNADVISORY

MAYOR
COlEENJ. SENG

lincoln.ne.gov

NEBRASKA

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street,Lincoln, NE 68508,441-7511,fax 441-7120
DATE: March 9, 2005
FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

Mayor Coleen J.,Seng and representativesof the CityHomeTM Clean Air Program
will announce the use of ethanol-blended diesel fuel by City buses at a news
conference at 10 a.m. Thursdav. March 10 at StarTran. 710 "J" Street.

\',
CITYOFllNCOlN
NEBRASKA

MAYOR
COlEENJ. SENG

lincoln.ne.gov

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South10thStreet,Lincoln, NE 68508,441-7831,fax 441-7120
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: March 10, 2005
FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Infonnation Center, 441-7831
Larry D. Worth, StarTran Transit Manager, 441-7185
'.
Alan Rae, 02Diesel Corp, 302-266-6000 .

LINCOLN IS FIRST CITY IN NATION TO CONVERT BUSES
TO ETHANOL FUEL BLEND
Mayor ColeenJ. Seng,andrepresentatives
of the CityHomeTMCleanAir Programannounced
today that Lincoln is the first U.S. city to convertits public transit bus fleet to an ethanoldiesel
fuel blend known as 02Diesel. The CityHomeTMprogramis the nation's first cleanair initiative
to help municipal transit systemsreducedieselfuel emissions.
"This is an exciting day for our communityand for the future of cleanair in cities acrossthe
nation," saidMayor Seng. "Lincoln is on the cutting edgein cleanair technology. 02Diesel is
good for StarTran,for the healthof our citizensand for our agriculturalindustry. This is the
Capital City of a major com-producingstate,so this project is a perfectmatch for Lincoln andfor
Nebraska.I want to thank CityHomeTMandthe corporatesponsorsfor making this innovation
possibleat no costto the City."
TransitManagerLarry Worth said StarTranbeganusing ethanolblendedfuels aspart of a pilot
programin 1994. StarTranbegantesting02Diesel in four busesin 2000. About three-fourthsof
StarTran'sfleet convertedto 02Diesel in February. The remainingStarTranbuseswill be
convertedin the next few weeks,exceptfor two buseswhich usebiodiesel.
02Diesel reducesblack smoke,particulatematterand exhaustgasesthat aredamagingto the
ozonelayer andunhealthy. A recentstudycommissionedby the CleanAir Task Force,a nonprofit environmentalorganization,saysreducingdieselemissionscanhelp reducehealth
problemssuchas asthma,respiratorydiseaseandheartattacks.
CityHomeTMis a partnershipinvolving municipal transit systems,02Diesel and corporate
sponsors,whosecontributionsoffsetthe programcoststo the transit operators. Sponsorsinclude
the NebraskaCom Board,NebraskaCom Growersandthe NebraskaEthanolBoard.
"Through corporatesponsorships,CityHomeTMmakesit possiblefor smallerurbanfleetslike
StarTranto playa meaningfulrole in helping improve air quality for Lincoln residents,"said
Worth. "We seethis as a model programthat canspurimplementationsin larger cities whe~e
curbing dieselpollution is an evenbigger challenge."
,more-

02Diesel
March 10,2005
PageTwo

"CityHomeTMrepresentsa tremendousleapforward in helping cities tackle the problemof
noxiousdieselemissionsthat, until now, were inherentwith traditional diesel-fueledbus fleets,"
saidAlan Rae,Presidentand CEO ofO2Diesel Corp. "The City of Lincoln, StarTranand
CityHomeTMsponsorsareto be applaudedfor their vision to involve themselvesin suchan
innovativeandbeneficialprogram."
"Ethanol productionhasbecomethe secondlargestcustomerfor Nebraskacom andis oneof the
greatsuccessstoriesin rural developmentfor our state,"saidMark Jagels,NebraskaCom Board
Chair. "This ethanoldieselbus project is an importantnext stepin proving the value of ethanol
in dieselengines.Nebraska'scom producersareagaininvestingin the future of this growing
industryby showingtheir supportof this project."
"The commercializationof ethanol-dieselblendsoffers greatpromisefor America's environment
and energysecurity," saidTodd Sneller,NebraskaEthanolBoard Administrator. "The City of
Lincoln hasthe opportunityto showthe rest of the nation that this new fuel canresult in cleaner
air in America's cities and lessdependence
on importedoil."
More information is availableat www.o2diesel.comor www.citxhome.info.
-?o-
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CITYOF LINCOLN

NEBRASKA
PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES DEPARTMENT
EngineeringServices,531 WestgateBlvd., Lincoln, NE 68528,441-7711,fax 441-6576
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: March 9, 2005
FOR ~ORE INFORMATION: Holly Lionberger,Public Works andUtilities, 441-8400

ON SOUTH 48TH STREET
The public is invited to attendan openhouseTuesday,March 15 on water main improvements
plannedfor South48th Streetfrom Old CheneyRoadto Claire Avenue. The openhouseis from
5 to 6:30 p.m. at Godfather'sPizza,South48th StreetandHighway 2.
The improvementsarenecessaryto preventfuture interruptionof water servicein the area.
Constructionis expectedto takeplacethis summer. Preliminaryplans for the project will be
availableat the openhouse.
Representatives
from the City Public Works andUtilities Departmentand OlssonAssociateswill
be availableto explain the project andto answerquestions.For more information, contactHolly
Lionbergerat 441-8400.
-30-
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Washington Report
City of Lincoln -- Washington Office

House Panel Approves TEA-21 Bill
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Washington Report
Archives Available
on the Internet at:
www.capitaledge.com/
archive.html

Transportation
1
1
2
2
2

House panel approves TEA-21 reauthorization
bill. A six-year, $284 billion measure (HR 3) to
reauthorize federal highway and transit programs
was approved by the House Transportation &
Infrastructure (T&I) Committee on Wednesday.
Committee Chairman Don Young (R-AK)
anticipates the legislation will be voted on by
the full House later next week.
As expected, the Committee did not make any
major changes to the measure that was
introduced by Young two weeks ago, and it is
essentially the same as last year’s House-passed
bill. During the committee markup, Young added
a manager’s amendment that included $11 billion
for over 3,000 highway and transit projects
earmarked for House Member’s districts.
The legislation authorizes $222.5 billion for the
Federal Highway Administration, $52.3 billion for
the Federal Transit Administration, $3.2 billion
for the National Traffic and Highway Safety
Administration, and $2.9 billion for the Federal
Motor Carrier Safety Administration.

Washington Report
Carolyn C. Chaney
Washington Assistant
chaney@capitaledge.com
Christopher F. Giglio
giglio@capitaledge.com
Elizabeth Montgomery
montgomery@capitaledge.com
1212 New York Avenue, NW
Suite 250
Washington DC 20005
(202) 842-4930
Fax: (202) 842-5051

Also this week, the House Ways and Means
Committee marked up the revenue title of the bill
that extends the taxes and fees paid into the
Highway Trust Fund through 2011. While HR 3
authorizes programs through FY 2009,
historically, the tax title of the bill is authorized
for two years beyond the authorization period of
the bill. The legislation does not raise taxes and
has no revenue effect, according to House
Ways and Means Committee Chairman William
Thomas (R-CA), and the House Rules Committee
is likely to incorporate the tax title into HR 3 next
week.
House Majority Leader Tom Delay (R-TX) has
announced that the reauthorization bill will be on
the floor March 9 and 10.

Progress on the Senate side with regard to TEA21 reauthorization is less clear. While Senate
Environment and Public Works Committee
Chairman James Inhofe (R-OK) has indicated
that he will introduce a $284 billion bill at the
behest of the White House and Senate
leadership, it remains to be seen whether that
level has the support of a majority of the
committee. Several key Republicans on the
panel may continue to hold out for a measure
along the lines of the $318 billion bill approved
by the chamber last year.

Community Development
CDBG support letter now being circulated in the
House. Earlier this week, a bipartisan group of
55 Senators sent a letter to the Senate Budget
Committee urging the panel to support the FY
2005 funding level for the CDBG program as well
as maintaining its jurisdiction at HUD.
The Budget Committee is beginning to consider
its FY 2006 budget resolution, which sets broad
outlines under which the Appropriations
Committees must operate when considering FY
2006 spending for federal programs. Last month,
the Bush Administration proposed that the $4.7
billion CDBG program at HUD be eliminated
along with 17 other community and economic
development programs at five federal agencies.
Those programs would be replaced by a $3.7
billion state block grant program at the
Department of Commerce.
Feeding off the success of the Senate letter, a
group of House members are now circulating a
similar letter to their colleagues on the House
Budget committee. To date, 59 House members
have joined Reps. Christopher Shays (R-CT) and
Barney Frank (D-MA). Just as was the case with
the Senate letter, local government organizations
are asking their members to contact their House
members to urge them to sign on to the
Shays/Frank letter on CDBG.

P 2 March 4, 2005
The signed copy of the Senate letter may
be found at:
www.capitaledge.com/cdbgletter-sen.pdf
and the draft of the House letter may be
found at:
www.capitaledge.com/cdbgletter-h.pdf.

Congress
Senate
alters
Appropriations
subcommittees to keep more in line with
the House.
When the House
Appropriations Committee approved a
major realignment of its subcommittee
structure last month, their colleagues in the
Senate resisted the changes. However,
faced with the reality that the differing
structures would further complicate the
already-messy annual budget process,
Senate
Appropriations
Committee
Chairman Thad Cochran (R-MS) this week
proposed changes that are less sweeping
than the House but clearly aligned with the
House reorganization.
While the House eliminated three of the 13
subcommittees (District of Columbia,
Legislative Branch, and VA, HUD,
Independent Agencies) and spread
programs under their jurisdiction among
other subcommittees, Cochran chose to
eliminate only the VA, HUD, and
Independent Agencies panel. Under the
change, the Veterans Administration
moves to the Military Construction
Subcommittee, HUD goes to the
Transportation-Treasury Subcommittee,
NASA moves to the Commerce, Justice,
Science Subcommittee, and EPA shifts to
the Interior Subcommittee. In order to
make those moves and not cause any of
the current Senate subcommittee Chairmen
to lose that title, Cochran gave up the
gavel to the Homeland Security
Subcommittee.
A chart that compares the House and
Senate Appropriations Committees new
structures, including new jurisdictions and
subcommittee chairmen, may be found at
www.capitaledge.com/approps.pdf.

Washington Report

Job Training

Grant Opportunities

House clears job training reauthorization.
By a vote of 224-200, the House passed
legislation (HR 27) that would reauthorize
most federal job training programs. The
largely party line vote came after
unsuccessful attempts by Democrats to
strip faith-based language in the bill that
they argue would allow religious groups to
discriminate in hiring.

Department of Justice: The Bureau of
Justice
Assistance
is
accepting
applications for the Comprehensive
Approaches to Sex Offender Management grant
program. The program is designed to
improve sex offender management and
policies at the state and local level by
examining approaches to monitor the
population, identifying gaps and areas of
need, and developing strategies to address
these needs. Grants are available for up to
$250,000 over a 24-month project period,
which includes an assessment and
planning phase followed by an
implementation phase. There is a required
match of at least 25 percent. Previous
recipients of sex offender management
grants from the Department of Justice are
not eligible for this grant, including
recipients of the OJP Corrections Program
Office and Violence Against Women
Office. Applications are due March 17,
2005. For more information, see:
www.ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/grant/05CASO
Msol.pdf.

As passed by the House, the bill combines
the Adult Block Grant and the Dislocated
Workers Program into a single block grant
authorized at $3.14 billion in FY 2006 and
such sums as may be necessary for FY
2007 through FY 2011. The bill also
authorizes $1.25 billion for the Youth Block
Grant in FY 2006 and such sums as may be
necessary for FY 2007 through FY 2011. In
FY 2005, the Adult Block Grant is funded at
$891 million, the Dislocated Worker
Program at $1.5 billion and the Youth Block
Grant at $986 million. HR 27 also
reauthorizes the Job Corps Program
through FY 2011.
The bill would also authorize two of the
President’s job training initiatives: a grant
program to help community colleges train
students for careers in industries facing
labor
shortages
and
a
Personal
Reemployment Accounts pilot program
that would provide unemployed workers
with $3,000 vouchers to spend on the job
training program of their choice. Congress
appropriated $250 million for the
community college program but it is not
authorized.
The focus now shifts to the Senate, where
the leadership of the Health, Education,
Labor and Pensions Committee is working
towards the introduction of a bipartisan
bill. Both the House and Senate passed
reauthorization bills last year but Senate
Democrats blocked sending the bill to
Conference Committee arguing that they
would be shut out of negotiations.

March 4, 2005
Holdrege Street Water Main and Roadway Improvement Is Beginning
EO #65704
Limits of the construction area is as follows:
Holdrege Street from 84th to 90th Street
Contractor:
The Contractor for this project is Dobson Brothers Construction Company. If you have any questions, their
telephone number is 474-5115 and their Project Manager is Rad Dobson.
Construction Schedule:
Construction will begin by clearing trees, shrubs and grading throughout the limits of the project area, then
follow up with the installation of utilities, paving and traffic signals. The construction is scheduled to begin
mid March 2005, weather permitting and barring any unforseen conditions the project should be completed
by mid June 2005.
Inconvenience to adjacent property owners:
The City of Lincoln realizes this project may temporarily inconvenience you, but we ask that you please
cooperate with the appropriate road closures and signing so that we maintain a safe project area for both
you and the construction personnel.
City of Lincoln Public Works/ Utilities Department contact person:
The City of Lincoln Project Manager for this project is Brian Dittmann. If you have any questions, his
telephone number is 441-8326. If he is unavailable to take your call, please leave a message on his voice
mail.
eo65704 bkd.wpd

March 9, 2005

SOUTH 48TH STREET WATER MAIN IMPROVEMENTS PLANNED
Public Meeting Scheduled for March 15, 2005
Project #700270
Improvements are planned for a water main along South 48th Street from Old Cheney Road
to Claire Avenue. These improvements are necessary to provide a permanent solution to this
section of water main in order to prevent interruption of service for Lincoln Water System
customers in that area.
Design began in January 2005 and construction is anticipated for summer 2005. A public
meeting is scheduled to provide information about the project details.
Tuesday, March 15, 2005
5:00 - 6:30 p.m.
Godfather’s Pizza @ South 48th Street and Highway 2
The meeting will be held in an open house format and preliminary plans will be available to
review. Olsson Associates was hired by the City of Lincoln to design the improvements.
Representatives from Olsson Associates and the City of Lincoln will be available to discuss the
project.
Contact:

Holly Lionberger
Engineering Services
(402) 441-8400
hlionberger@lincoln.ne.gov

700270 Adv HL tdq.wpd

Joan V Ray
03/09/2005 09:10 AM

To: CAMPJON@aol.com
cc: jray@ci.lincoln.ne.us (City Council)
Subject: Re: Fwd: A Street Coachman's Drive to Eldon Drive

CAMPJON@aol.com

CAMPJON@aol.com
03/08/2005 10:31 PM

To: jray@ci.lincoln.ne.us (City Council)
cc:
Subject: Fwd: A Street Coachman's Drive to Eldon Drive

-Jon Camp
Lincoln City Council
City Council Office: 441-8793
Constituent representative: Darrell Podany
----- Message from "Ann Geary" <ageary@alltel.net> on Mon, 7 Mar 2005 08:41:53 -0600 -----

To: <dpodany@lincoln.ne.gov>, <ksvoboda@lincoln.ne.gov>, <jcamp@lincoln.ne.gov>,
<gfriendt@lincoln.ne.gov>
Subject A Street Coachman's Drive to Eldon Drive
:
Gentlemen:
I called the city council offices after calling public works and mayor's offices proved unfruitful. A Street
Coachman to Eldon is in disrepair and has been in this condition in excess of five years. This was to
have been repaired after the first section of 84th from O to A was resurfaced during the Wesley
administration. This did not happen as originally scheduled. Now we have entire sections of
underlayment exposed with surface asphalt breaking up due to the freeze and thaw.
Mr. Karl Fredrickson and Roger Figard, Public Works stated it was not possible to repair A street due to
the bond issue not passing. We know this did not pass because Lincoln citizens are sick of bailing city
government's mishandling of public funds with more taxes.
I now know that public works funds originally intended for street projects is being paid to contractors on
the Antelope Valley project. I find it reprehensible that everyone in city government is allowing this to
happen! Why aren't our city council members calling the mayor's office to the carpet on this misuse of
public funds? This is not the only section of arterial streets in this condition as I drive through Lincoln.
Yet for example, I have seen 77th Street from A to South and 53 Street paved from Randolph to O in the
last two years. I have also seen at least one accident per week in the morning commute on this section
of A Street for the last two months and slick streets is not the reason.
I expect more accountability from our elected officials. If more citizens knew their taxes were supporting
the grandiose Antelope Valley project, they would be outraged. The developers and those who will
benefit financially from Antelope Valley need to be supporting this project not the citizens of Lincoln at the
expense of safe streets. The original fix to the 100 year flood project through Antelope Valley was
replacement of box culverts and not the extent that this project has been taken.
Citizens of Lincoln are sick and tired of the way this city has suffered economically and physically.

Blaming the mayors of the past two administrations is part of the problem, but, that is why we have city
council members of both parties to keep the mayor's office in check. I would appreciate hearing from Mr.
Svoboda, Mr. Friendt and Mr. Camp on what they intend to do about the problem stated here.
Thank you.
Ann Geary

CAMPJON@aol.com
03/09/2005 02:21 PM

To: rsandclan@aol.com
cc: jray@ci.lincoln.ne.us (City Council)
Subject: Talent Plus

Julie:
Thank you for your email.
Regarding the Talent Plus office building near 65th & Pioneers Blvd. and
Holmes Park, the City Planning Department, Planning Commission, and City
Council reviewed this matter. The result was approval to assist this project.
I understand your concerns--at the time this matter arose, there was
substantial discussion of many issues including the interests of the
neighbors, thee park, economic development and creation/retention of jobs for
Lincoln. You may recall the loss of Gallup to Omaha and the migration of
those jobs to the east--this was part of the tenor of our review and
consideration.
I appreciate your concerns. I will be the first to admit that situations like
this are very difficult and involve soul searching to weigh competing
interests. In the end, Lincoln responded to assist a business and its
employees and the economic vitality of our community, which has not always
been the case.
Please feel free to express your opinions and offer suggestions on how we can
best balance all of the above mentioned considerations.
Best regards,
Jon
-Jon Camp
Lincoln City Council
City Council Office: 441-8793
Constituent representative: Darrell Podany
InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
Jon Camp
Name:
Address:
City:

Julie Sand
1148 Mulder Dr
Lincoln, NE 68510

Phone:
Fax:
Email:

489-5186
rsandclan@aol.com

Comment or Question:
I have a question concerning property zoning that I would like answered. As I
drive down Pioneers St. south of the Holmes golf course I am bothered by the
very large office building that seems to have been built in a residential
area. I am
concerned for the homes surrounding it and their apparent loss
of value. That location seems like a very inappropriate place to build that
type of building. How in the world was that zoning changed to allow such a
thing? I think someone had some high powered influence so that they could
have such a great view of the golf course.
Was the city council involved? I

am told that the city council has the final decision. Could you please
enlighten me about any value of the location of that building. I do not live
in that neighborhood but am very concerned for decisions that are hurtful to
neigborhood property owners.
I live in Eastridge
built on the corner
north from the rest
have been zoned for

and am also concerned about the office building that was
of Haverford and L Street It seperated a townhouse to the
of the neighborhood. I don't understand why that lot would
office space.

Both those office locations really make me wonder about who is making the
critical decisions concerning city planning in Lincoln?
Thank you for your response.

Julie Sand

REQUEST

FOR

INFORMATION

January 7, 2005

To:

Public Works

Re:

Snow plowed onto sidewalks repeatedly

Reply to:
prairie13@earthlink.net

Could you please reply to the attached e-mail regarding the plowing of snow onto sidewalks
repeatedly on Winthrop Rd? What is the Public Works plowing policy and is there anything
that can be done to help in situations like this? Please reply to the e-mail address of my
constituent with a copy to me.
Thanks.
Jonathan

Subj: City Snow Plowing
Date: Friday, January 7, 2005 8:38:54 AM
From: prairie13@earthlink.net
To: jcook@ci.lincoln.ne.us
Dear Mr. Cook....
I don't often contact you, but this morning I am one of your frustrated constituents. The cause of my
frustration is our city's snow removal policy along our street - Winthrop Road.
As you are undoubtedly aware, much of Winthrop Road has a curb walk. This walk borders the East side
of our property. We realize a huge disadvantage with having a curb walk is when snow plows go through
after a snowstorm, they bury the walk with packed snow & ice which is very heavy and hard to remove.
Snowblowers don't work well in removing such snow & ice.....hand removal is required and this can be
back-breaking work. Hiring the work done is problematic because of the number of times we're having to
clear this walk.
For example....yesterday we cleared the walk before 8:00 a.m......not too hard to do as the snow plows
hadn't been by yet.
Yesterday afternoon....about 2:30 p.m., the snow plow came by and pushed snow & ice on the walk. I
shoveled this off...not easy, but the walk was clear by 3:00 p.m.
About 4:30 p.m., the snow plows came by again and I again cleared the walk.
We were not happy at having to clear the walk twice, but felt we were done for this snow storm. We were
wrong.
About 11:15p.m. last night, we heard the dreaded sound of a snow plow (this time a truck with a blade)
going by yet again....twice actually!! This time the truck was driving fairly fast and its blade was scraping
so much snow off the street, the surface was being exposed. Daylight reveals most of the walk had been
entirely buried again!!
I can appreciate the city needing its residents to clear off walks, but how many times? Most citizens
probably do not have to contend with curb walks, but they do have to shovel out the end of their
driveways. I'm not happy at the prospect of having to clear our curb walk of packed snow and ice yet one
more time, and feel the plow which came through at 11:15 p.m. last night was unnecessary. The street
had been cleared of excess snow and the remaining amount would have melted off in a couple of
days. Surely removing so much snow that the blade scrapes the surface of the road is hard on the street
itself.
Is there some way the number of passes snow plows make through a neighborhood after the storm is over
could be limited to one or two times? Maybe if this could be done...the city/taxpayers would save money
by reducing plow operators billing hours.
Thank you for letting me vent.
Mrs. James Harvey

Joan V Ray
03/07/2005 10:45 AM

To: Lisa Janssen <ljanssen@ci.lincoln.ne.us>
cc:
Subject: Re: Ride for Five

Dear Ms. Janssen: Your message has been received in the Council Office and will be forwarded to the
Council Members for their consideration. Thank you for your input on this issue.
Joan V. Ray
City Council Office
555 South 10th Street
Lincoln, NE - 68508
Phone: 402-441-6866
Fax:
402-441-6533
e-mail: jray@ci.lincoln.ne.us
Lisa Janssen <ljanssen@ci.lincoln.ne.us>

Lisa Janssen
<ljanssen@ci.lincoln.n
e.us>

To: council@ci.lincoln.ne.us
cc:
Subject: Ride for Five

03/07/2005 10:23 AM

Dear City Council Members:
Please continue to support the Ride for Five program. I work at the
Community Mental Health Center of Lancaster County as a Community
Support Worker. In my role I have been able to see the positive impact
of this program. Numerous clients have a better quality of life by
having the reduced cost of bus fare. This program allows people to have
an affordable source of transportation to get to work, doctors
appointments and enjoy their community. If the cost would return to
full price, many would again be limited in what they can do in the
community. Please encourage the continuance of the this helpful
program.
Thank You!
Lisa Janssen, BA
Mental Health Specialist
Community Mental Health Center of Lancaster County
402-441-7940

Joan V Ray
03/07/2005 12:59 PM

To: Lori Ashmore <lashmore@lincoln-action.org>
cc:
Subject: Re: Bus passes

Dear Ms. Ashmore: Your message has been received in the Council Office and will be forwarded to the
Council Members for their consideration. Thank you for your input on this issue.
Joan V. Ray
City Council Office
555 South 10th Street
Lincoln, NE - 68508
Phone: 402-441-6866
Fax:
402-441-6533
e-mail: jray@ci.lincoln.ne.us
Lori Ashmore <lashmore@lincoln-action.org>

Lori Ashmore
<lashmore@lincoln-act
ion.org>

To: "'council@ci.lincoln.ne.us'" <council@ci.lincoln.ne.us>
cc:
Subject: Bus passes

03/07/2005 12:26 PM

Greetings City Council Members!
I am writing in support of the Ride for Five program. I am a case manager
for the HUD Homeless Program at Lincoln Action Program. A majority of my
clients along with their children access the Ride for Five Program every
month for transportation. My clients are on a limited budget and can not
afford $30/month a bus pass. This is a great program and has helped my
clients get to work, appointments, school, grocery stores and allows them to
provide transportation to school for their children. I hope that you can
see the importance of the Ride for Five program and continue to support it.
Thank you!
Lori Ashmore
Lori Ashmore
HUD Homeless Case Manager
Lincoln Action Program
210 "O" Street
Lincoln, NE 68508
(P) 471-4515 ext. 247
(F) 471-4844
lashmore@lincoln-action.org

Joan V Ray
03/07/2005 01:00 PM

To: Elizabeth Browne <ebrowne@ci.lincoln.ne.us>
cc:
Subject: Re: Ride for Five Program

Dear Ms. Browne: Your message has been received in the Council Office and will be forwarded to the
Council Members for their consideration. Thank you for your input on this issue.
Joan V. Ray
City Council Office
555 South 10th Street
Lincoln, NE - 68508
Phone: 402-441-6866
Fax:
402-441-6533
e-mail: jray@ci.lincoln.ne.us
Elizabeth Browne <ebrowne@ci.lincoln.ne.us>

Elizabeth Browne
<ebrowne@ci.lincoln.n
e.us>

To: council@ci.lincoln.ne.us
cc:
Subject: Ride for Five Program

03/07/2005 12:42 PM

February 25, 2005
City Council Members
555 S. 10th Street
Lincoln, NE 68508
RE: Ride for Five Program
Dear City Council Members,
My name is Liz Browne and I am a Community Support Worker at the
Community Mental Health Center. I work with people who have severe and
persistent mental illness. Most of my clients are disabled and unable
to work, or are only able to handle working part-time jobs. Almost each
and every client I work with struggles financially and many have
benefited from the Ride for Five program. The Ride for Five bus passes
have helped enable my clients to gain independence by transporting
themselves to their appointments, volunteer and part-time jobs, the
grocery store, banks, doctor appointments and numerous other places in
the community. Most if not all of my clients would have had difficulty
being able to afford the bus without their Ride for Five bus pass, as
they are have very limited finances. This program has been very
beneficial to not only the clients at the Community Mental Health Center
but also to many people with limited finances in the community. I urge
you to continue this valuable program which has proven to be a valuable
resource in our community.
Sincerely,
Liz Browne, Certified Social Worker
Community Support Worker
Community Mental Health Center
441-7940

ebrowne.vcf

Joan V Ray
03/09/2005 09:00 AM

To: "Kim Baty" <kbaty@neb.rr.com>
cc:
Subject: Re: Wal-mart

Dear K. Baty: Your message has been received in the Council Office and will be forwarded to the
Council Members for their consideration. Thank you for your input on this issue.
Joan V. Ray
City Council Office
555 South 10th Street
Lincoln, NE - 68508
Phone: 402-441-6866
Fax:
402-441-6533
e-mail: jray@ci.lincoln.ne.us
"Kim Baty" <kbaty@neb.rr.com>

"Kim Baty"
<kbaty@neb.rr.com>
03/08/2005 07:04 AM

To: <council@ci.lincoln.ne.us>, <plan@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc:
Subject: Wal-mart

Dear City Council and Planning Commissioner Members,
th

I’m writing to express deep concern over the Wal-mart Supercenter proposed for 84 and Adams. Our
daughter currently attends preschool at Faith Lutheran’s Touching Hearts and we know a Wal-mart
Supercenter store would not be a good neighbor. This particular kind of store brings with it very high
volumes of traffic, transients and trash to name just a few. A Wal-mart Supercenter next to a
school/church absolutely does not mix. We live at 7531 Garland St, a block away from Kahoa School
where our daughter will begin kindergarten in the fall. As residents of NE Lincoln we are worried about
the amount of traffic a Wal-mart would bring and the lack of any good East/West roads to handle this kind
of traffic flow. Because of all the new subdivisions and building in our area already, the traffic on our
th
th
street in particular has increased. This appears to be due to people trying to get from 70 to 84 since
Leighton doesn’t run completely through. As it is now, we have a difficult time getting out of our driveway
and fear for our daughter’s safety next year while walking to school. A Wal-mart Supercenter would
simply compound this existing problem. Finally, we empathize with many of Lincoln’s businesses that will
suffer from another Wal-mart. We hope that you have taken a very serious look at the long term effects
Wal-mart has had on other similar communities. Aren’t two Wal-marts in Lincoln enough? Thank you
and please consider keeping anymore Wal-marts out of Lincoln.
Sincerely,
Kim Baty
7531 Garland St.
Lincoln, NE 68505
402-202-7498

Joan V Ray
03/09/2005 09:06 AM

To: DONALD E ATKINSON <donaldeatkinson@juno.com>
cc:
Subject: Re: $5.00 BUS PASSES

Dear Mr. Atkinson: Your message has been received in the Council Office and will be forwarded to the
Council Members for their consideration. Thank you for your input on this issue.
Joan V. Ray
City Council Office
555 South 10th Street
Lincoln, NE - 68508
Phone: 402-441-6866
Fax:
402-441-6533
e-mail: jray@ci.lincoln.ne.us
DONALD E ATKINSON <donaldeatkinson@juno.com>

DONALD E ATKINSON
<donaldeatkinson@jun
o.com>

To: council@ci.lincoln.ne.us
cc:
Subject: $5.00 BUS PASSES

03/08/2005 07:48 PM

BEING ON MEDICAID, AND BLIND, I FOUND THE LOW PRICED BUS
PASS TO GOOD TO PASS UP, SO I GOT ONE.
NOW I HEAR THE FUNDING HAS EXPIRED.
PLEASE FIND A WAY TO CONTINUE THIS.
MY WIFE AND DAUGHTER USE THE PASSES ALSO.
IF FIVE DOLLARS IS NOT FEASIBLE, TEN OR EVEN FIFTEEN
WOULD HELP. OVER THAT, AND I STAY HOME MORE.
THANK YOU, DONALD E. ATKINSON
DONALDEATKINSON@JUNO.COM

Joan V Ray
03/09/2005 09:07 AM

To: "donselma@juno.com" <donselma@juno.com>
cc:
Subject: Re:

Dear Ms. Atkinson: Your message has been received in the Council Office and will be forwarded to the
Council Members for their consideration. Thank you for your input on this issue.
Joan V. Ray
City Council Office
555 South 10th Street
Lincoln, NE - 68508
Phone: 402-441-6866
Fax:
402-441-6533
e-mail: jray@ci.lincoln.ne.us
"donselma@juno.com" <donselma

"donselma@juno.com"
<donselma
03/08/2005 09:47 PM

To: council@ci.lincoln.ne.us
cc:
Subject:

please keep the five dollar bus passes. that is the only way i can
afford to shop. the most i could pay for a pass, is 15 dollars every other
month.
thank you Selma a . Atkinson
___________________________________________________________________
Speed up your surfing with Juno SpeedBand.
Now includes pop-up blocker!
Only $14.95/month -visit http://www.juno.com/surf to sign up today!

Joan V Ray
03/09/2005 10:24 AM

To: "Carol B" <carolserv@hotmail.com>
cc:
Subject: Re: MSN article-National Bank of Wal-Mart?

Dear Carol: Your message has been received in the Council Office and will be forwarded to the Council
Members for their consideration. Thank you for sharing information on this issue.
Joan V. Ray
City Council Office
555 South 10th Street
Lincoln, NE - 68508
Phone: 402-441-6866
Fax:
402-441-6533
e-mail: jray@ci.lincoln.ne.us
"Carol B" <carolserv@hotmail.com>

"Carol B"
<carolserv@hotmail.co
m>

To: council@ci.lincoln.ne.us
cc:
Subject: MSN article-National Bank of Wal-Mart?

03/09/2005 10:00 AM

National Bank of Wal-Mart?
Wal-Mart already offers money-transfer and check-cashing services. The next
step is full-on banking. The financial services industry is terrified, but
consumers might benefit.
By Liz Pulliam Weston
Wal-Mart has a reputation for squeezing out Mom-and-Pop stores and other
low-margin businesses, like unionized grocers.
But imagine for a moment if the world's biggest retailer put the pricing
squeeze on one of the world's more profitable businesses: financial
services. Who would pay the price? Perhaps:
Mortgage lenders who surprise their borrowers with last-minute junk fees.
Banks that nickel and dime their small account holders to death.
Auto lenders who add discriminatory surcharges on loans to black and
Hispanic buyers.
Credit card companies that use every excuse to jack up rates.
Check cashers and payday lenders that levy usurious charges on their
customers.
Wal-Mart's relentless push for ever-lower prices has revolutionized
retailing and is sometimes even credited for helping to keep U.S. inflation
low. It's not hard to make the leap into imagining the retailer bringing
similar price discipline to an industry grown fat on escalating rates and
fees. (Fee income now comprises half of banks' total income, according to

investment banker R.K. Hammer.)
Organized opposition
You can say I'm a dreamer, but I'm not the only one. Many banking experts
predict that Wal-Mart will eventually break into the business -- despite
determined opposition from the U.S. banking industry.
Wal-Mart's been cut off at the pass several times so far, including once in
1999 when it tried to buy an Oklahoma bank and more recently in its attempts
to buy a California industrial loan corporation. Get organized with
Microsoft Money 2005.
Order it now.

"The banking community's opinion was that the world as we knew it would come
to an end" if Wal-Mart were allowed to buy the savings bank, said banking
analyst Bert Ely, who well remembers the 1999 tempest. "There was strong,
strong, strong opposition."
Other retailers, including Nordstrom and Target, have purchased banks
without creating nearly the fuss that Wal-Mart's involvement generates. But
those chains don't have nearly the scope or the economic muscle that
Wal-Mart flexes.
A different customer base
They also don't cater to quite the same population. Wal-Mart customer's
average incomes are below the national average, while Target's are above -and Nordstrom's, well above. Some analysts estimate that more than one-fifth
of Wal-Mart's customers have no bank accounts, which would be about twice
the national rate, according to the Federal Reserve. "Wal-Mart National
Bank" could bring these customers into the banking fold, offering them
affordable bank accounts, credit cards and mortgage loans.
"It could turn out to be a good thing for consumers," said consumer advocate
Linda Sherry, editorial director for Consumer Action, "especially the
unbanked or those who are suspicious of banks."
It's a pretty big market and one that Wal-Mart has already started to tap.
The retailer began offering money orders three years ago and has since added
payroll check-cashing and money-transfer services. Today, the company's
3,066 stores and supercenters process about a million financial transactions
a week.
The prices are predictably cheap:
A wire transfer to Mexico costs less than $10, compared to $14.99 at Western
Union.
Money orders are less than 50 cents, compared to a buck or more at many
banks.
Checks are cashed for $3, and customers aren't unknowingly steered into
short-term loans at 300% to 1,300% interest rates, as happens at some
unethical check-cashing outlets.
Wal-Mart doesn't have the check-cashers shaking in their boots -- at least
not yet. For one thing, the check-cashers have Wal-Mart outnumbered, with
more than 11,000 outlets cashing $55 billion in checks annually, according
to the Financial Service Centers of America, a trade group representing the

industry.
Likewise, Western Union has far more offices abroad -- 196,000 agents in 190
countries -- than MoneyGram International, the money-transfer service
Wal-Mart chose as its partner and which trails with 75,000 agents in 170
countries. MoneyGram has about 10% of the estimated $65 billion that flows
out of the U.S. in money orders, estimates Aite Group of Boston, while
Western Union has 22%.
How many branches?
Wal-Mart's record on installing branches of partner banks in its stores also
seems somewhat tentative, Ely said, with only one-third of the stores
offering full-service banking. Banks have recently rediscovered the fact
that customers like to have convenient branches, and Ely wonders if many
would be willing to drive to their local Wal-Mart even if every store had a
branch.
"I'm not convinced (Wal-Mart) would have sufficient branch density," he
said, "that it would be attractive enough for customers to do their banking
there."
But Ely acknowledges that Wal-Mart could solve the problem with numerous,
well-placed ATMs in surrounding communities. The retailer also could be
using its relatively low-key partnerships with financial services companies
to study the business before making its own, branded push into banking.
"Just look at its Web site if you want to see its intentions," Ely said,
quoting from exactly that source: "'A trusted name in financial services.'"
Of course, Wal-Mart National Bank wouldn't stop at providing checking
accounts for the poor. The retailer already has introduced a no-fee, 1%
cash-back Discover Card for its better-heeled clientele, and if the company
did accept deposits, it would need to invest the money somewhere -- perhaps
in mortgages and auto loans. That, again, could benefit consumers.
I won't say that Wal-Mart is assuredly more ethical than mortgage lenders
who thrive on junk fees or auto lenders who charge minorities hundreds of
dollars more for loans than whites with similar credit scores. The
retailer's vehement anti-union stance and its policies regarding pay and
benefits should give anyone pause.
But its singular focus on delivering "always low prices" to its customers
could provide a much-needed shock to financial-service companies who have
feasted on customers' pocketbooks for far too long.
Liz Pulliam Weston's column appears every Monday and Thursday, exclusively
on MSN Money. She also answers reader questions in the Your Money message
board.

Joan V Ray
03/09/2005 12:33 PM

To: Moncia Janssen <mjanssen@ci.lincoln.ne.us>
cc:
Subject: Re: Ride for Five

Dear Ms. Janssen: Your message has been received in the Council Office and will be forwarded to the
Council Members for their consideration. Thank you for your input on this issue.
Joan V. Ray
City Council Office
555 South 10th Street
Lincoln, NE - 68508
Phone: 402-441-6866
Fax:
402-441-6533
e-mail: jray@ci.lincoln.ne.us
Moncia Janssen <mjanssen@ci.lincoln.ne.us>

Moncia Janssen
<mjanssen@ci.lincoln.
ne.us>

To: council@ci.lincoln.ne.us
cc:
Subject: Ride for Five

03/09/2005 12:28 PM

Dear City Council Members:
I am a community support worker for the Community Mental Health Center
of Lancaster County, and have been very pleased to be able to offer my
clients the reduced price bus pass and handivan tickets. I have seen
this benefit numerous clients that our agency serves, and recommend
anyone who might meet the income criteria to utilize the program. I
understand that the Ride for Five program is on a trial basis, and
sincerely hope that it will be continued at the current cost on an
ongoing basis. On behalf of my agency and all who have benefited from
this excellent program, I'd like to thank the City Council for this
program and encourage its being made permanent.
Sincerely,
Monica Janssen, BA, MHS
Mental Health Specialist

Joan V Ray
03/10/2005 09:08 AM

To: Kristin Wulser <kwulser@ameritas.com>
cc:
Subject: Re: Fw: CHANGE OF ZONE 05014-NEAR SOUTH NEIGHBORHOOD

Dear Ms. Wulser: Your message has been received in the Council Office and will be forwarded to the
Council Members for their consideration. Thank you for your input on this issue.
Joan V. Ray
City Council Office
555 South 10th Street
Lincoln, NE - 68508
Phone: 402-441-6866
Fax:
402-441-6533
e-mail: jray@ci.lincoln.ne.us
Kristin Wulser <kwulser@ameritas.com>

Kristin Wulser
<kwulser@ameritas.co
m>

To: council@ci.lincoln.ne.us
cc:
Subject: Fw: CHANGE OF ZONE 05014-NEAR SOUTH NEIGHBORHOOD

03/10/2005 09:04 AM

We were very pleased to hear of the proposed Zoning change in the Near South Neighborhood!!
About 9 years ago, my husband purchased a home ( badly in need of repair) in the neighborhood.
He has completely renovated the home and we are in the process finishing the interior remodel.
There are several homes on the block that are in poor condition, as well as several apartment
buildings. Being able to picture the neighborhood 5, 10 -20 years from now as a vibrant,
revitalized area is exciting!! Conversely, picturing the neighborhood as a neighborhood of
rundown apartments, dilapidated homes and a small handful of historic homes....is a very sad
vision.
By changing the zoning in this neighborhood to R2, homeowners and investors would be
encouraged to purchase/renovate homes in the neighborhood. The more homes that are
revitalized, the more desirable the neighborhood will become, the more people will want to
move back to the core of the city. Although Lincoln is growing by leaps and bounds in all
directions, it is important to keep the core of the city alive and well.
Thank you for your consideration!!
Kristin Wulser

****
This message may contain confidential information intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named
above and may contain information that is legally privileged. If you are not the addressee, or the person
responsible for delivering it to the addressee, you are hereby notified that reading, disseminating, distributing
or copying this message is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message by mistake, please
immediately notify us by replying to the message and delete the original message immediately thereafter.
Thank you.
****

DO NOT REPLY to thisInterLinc
<none@lincoln.ne.gov
>

To: General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc:
Subject: InterLinc: Council Feedback

03/10/2005 01:52 PM

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council
Name:
Address:
City:

Perian Pattillo
2200 St. Mary's Ave
Lincoln, NE 68502

Phone:
Fax:
Email:

441-9234
441-8625
ppattill@ci.lincoln.ne.us

Comment or Question:
Dear City Council members,
I am writing to you regarding whether the "Ride for Five" program should be
retained. I work as a case manager for the Community Mental Health Center of
Lancaster County. The people that I work with are those who live on a very
limited income. Most receive Social Security disability and live in assisted
living facilities. The monthly cost to live in assisted living is $955, which
leaves approximately $40 per month for my clients to use for clothing,
grooming/hygiene items and pocket money to perhaps buy a cup of coffee once in
awhile. The "Ride for Five" program has been a significant help for my clients
as they have been able to utilize public transportation to get to their mental
health appointments, look for employment, get to jobs or volunteer positions
and to go shopping. Some people are eligible for transportation assistance
through the Dept. of Health and Human Services in order to get to medical
appointments and in some rare cases, to the grocery store, but that is it.
Without the "Ride for Five" program, my clients would have to spend $30 for a
monthly bus pass, and would only have $10 to use for clothing,
grooming/hygiene products, etc., each month. I would like to ask all of you to
seriously consider keeping this program in order to help our most vulnerable
citizens to continue to work toward independence. I would also ask you to ask
yourselves if you could continue to live your life as you do, on even $40 per
month, let alone $10 per month.
Thank you for your time,
Perian Pattillo, Mental Health Specialist

DIRECTORS’ MEETING
MINUTES
MONDAY, MARCH 14, 2005
CONFERENCE ROOM 113
Council Members Present: Terry Werner, Chair; Ken Svoboda, Vice-Chair; Jon Camp,
Jonathan Cook, Patte Newman, Glenn Friendt, Annette McRoy.
Others Present: Mayor Coleen Seng, Mark Bowen, Mayor’s Office; City Clerk, Joan Ross;
Dana Roper, City Attorney; Directors and Department Heads; Tammy Grammer, City Council
Staff and Deena, Winter, Lincoln Journal Star Representative.
[Directors’ Meeting convened at 11:39 a.m.]

I.

MAYOR
Mayor Coleen Seng stated she has nothing for Council. Mayor Seng called on
Directors.
Roger Figard (Public Works) handed out to Council a residential rehabilitation
list for 2005 Construction Projects. Mr. Figard indicated they will have a map and
this list available tonight at the Town Hall Meeting. [Copy of the list on file in the
City Council Office.]
Police Chief Casady stated a couple weeks ago he was called by a reporter
from the Lincoln Journal Star who told him about the lawlessness being advocated by
the Downtown Lincoln Association. He had not been aware of it until he received
that call and the reporter asked him if he would confirm that it’s illegal to plug
parking meters. He answered the question and he ended up being the only person
quoted in the article as a result and he has kind of become the focus of the occasional
letter to the Editor including the lengthy one from the opposite end of the State today.
Last year they wrote over 90,000 parking tickets, 120 of those were for extending the
time on parking meters and he can almost guarantee it that virtually all of those were
a result of some DLA member calling them to complain about people plugging meters
on their smoke breaks. So the Police Department is accused of over enforcement and
he thought it might be good for Council to have some historical data about the parking
tickets in Lincoln, so he’s got 50 years worth. He thought this might provide Council
with some valuable information when people are talking to them about it.

Diane Gonzolas reminded everyone the Town Hall Meeting was tonight and
asked if anybody had any questions about it. The reception starts at 7:00 p.m. and the
meeting is from 7:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at Scott Middle School, 2200 Pine Lake Road.
Ms. Gonzolas noted most of the parking is on the north side of the building.
She also wanted to let Patte (Newman) know that they do have all the
information on the Storm Sewer Bond issues on the website with a list of the projects.

II.

1.

NEWS ADVISORY - RE: Mayor Coleen Seng and representatives of the City
Home Clean Air Program will announce the use of ethanol-blended diesel fuel
by City buses at a news conference at 10:00 a.m., Thursday, March 10th. —
NO COMMENTS

2.

NEWS RELEASE - RE: Lincoln Is First City In Nation To Convert Buses To
Ethanol Fuel Blend. — NO COMMENTS

3.

NEWS RELEASE - RE: Open House Planned For Water Main Improvements
On South 48th Street. — NO COMMENTS

4.

Washington Report - March 4, 2005. — NO COMMENTS

DIRECTORS
FINANCE DEPARTMENT/CITY TREASURER
1.

Material from Don Herz, Finance Director & Melinda J. Jones, City Treasurer
- RE: Resolution & Finance Department, Treasurer of Lincoln, Nebraska Investments Purchased February 22 thru March 4, 2005. — NO COMMENTS

PLANNING
1.

Letter from Tom Cajka to Paula Dicero, Associated Engineering - RE:
Lattimer’s Addition Final Plat #04138-generally located at S. 84th St. and
Kathy Lane. — NO COMMENTS

2.

Letter from Becky Horner to J.D. Burt, Design Associates - RE: Northview 7th
Addition Final Plat #04135-generally located at Northview Road and N. 24th
Street. — NO COMMENTS

-2-

3.

Letter from Brian Will to Kent Braasch, Essex Corp. - RE: The Preserve on
Antelope Creek 8th Addition-FP#04097-generally located at South 80th Street
and Pioneers Blvd. — NO COMMENTS

PLANNING COMMISSION FINAL ACTION.....
1.

Use Permit No. 141A, Thompson Creek (Add two lots for commercial use-S.
56th Street & Thompson Creek Blvd.) Resolution No. PC-00905. — NO
COMMENTS

2.

Special Permit No. 05003, Meadow View 2nd Addition CUP (Northeast corner
of S.W. 84th Street & West Pioneers Blvd.) Resolution No. PC-00904DENIED. — NO COMMENTS

3.

Use Permit No. 148, King Crest (N. 27th Street, north of Folkways Blvd.)
Resolution No. PC-00906. — NO COMMENTS

4.

**CORRECTED**- Use Permit No. 148, King Crest (N. 27th Street, north of
Folkways Blvd.) Resolution No. PC-00906. — NO COMMENTS

PUBLIC WORKS & UTILITIES

III.

1.

Public Works & Utilities ADVISORY - RE: Holdrege Street Water Main and
Roadway Improvement Is Beginning EO #65704 - Holdrege St. from 84th to
90th Street. — NO COMMENTS

2.

Public Works & Utilities ADVISORY - RE: South 48th Street Water Main
Improvements Planned-Public Meeting Scheduled for March 15, 2005-Project
#700270. — NO COMMENTS

3.

Response E-Mail from Steve Masters to Annette McRoy - RE: Constituent
with problem-District assessment-Robert Markovic. — NO COMMENTS

CITY CLERK - NO COMMENTS
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IV.

COUNCIL
A.

COUNCIL REQUESTS/CORRESPONDENCE

JON CAMP - NO COMMENTS
1.

E-Mail from Ann Geary to Jon Camp - RE: A Street Coachman’s Drive to
Eldon Drive. — NO COMMENTS

2.

E-Mail from Julie Sand to Jon Camp with response from Jon Camp - RE:
Talent Plus. — NO COMMENTS

JONATHAN COOK
Mr. Cook commented he assumes they are going to get a copy of the reply to
Mr. Hornby who has a letter in their Directors packet to Building & Safety. Mike
Merwick stated they have talked to Mr. Hornby on the issues that he raised. After
brief discussion, Council agreed that they would like a written response letter sent to
Mr. Hornby and copy send to them. Mark Bowen replied that he will get Council a
copy of the letter.
Mr. Cook mentioned to Marc Wullschleger that he might get a phone call from
a gentleman regarding the ornamental lighting. Is there any kind of [inaudible]
CDBG money or other assistance available to anyone who might be in the assessment
district for the ornamental lights that truly is poverty level income or is it the wrong
area for that. Marc Wullschleger replied no there’s not, in the past they have with
CDBG funding have funded focus areas. Mr. Cook noted apparently this individuals
mother is on a fixed income just has social security and he is concerned about the
assessment. So, he didn’t know if there was anyway they could help her, it’s kind of
an unusual case in that area, but he wanted to let him know.
Regarding the Street Rehabilitation list, one of the items 27th Street-Yankee
Hill Road to Beltway they don’t have a Beltway and asks what this means. Roger
Figard replied that’s continuing to do engineering work on the corridor that goes
south on 27th . The State is working on a South Beltway and doing the engineering
and they need to make sure our alignment, right-of-way needs and grades are set so
they’re ready to go if and when there’s construction [inaudible] so that’s not a
construction project. Mr. Cook commented so even though it says construction
projects on the title of this paper it is in fact just design work because they have to
realign it to avoid railroad tracks and the whole works. Mr. Figard stated sometimes
they have to be careful on the category, there is also a piece of 27th Street south from
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Yankee Hill adjacent to the development that is being built with our Yankee Hill-27th
to 40th Street project. So, there is a quarter of a mile or so being built adjacent to the
development, but it doesn’t go all the way to the beltway, it just happens to be the
legal definition of that assigned project number in their reports.
Mr. Werner asked Mr. Figard to explain 27th to 40th Street because he’s had
people telling him that they feel like this is just a huge waste of money? Mr. Figard
stated they were annexed all the way around. Mr. Werner questioned does it need to
be four lanes now or can they do some creative off setting. Mr. Figard said they did
the design the first time thinking two lanes was enough by the time they got the two
lane design done everything was annexed. Working with the developer they felt that
they really needed to put it all in now and not come back 3 years later when the
businesses were there and close it down.
Mr. Svoboda added he’s hearing from the developers saying it’s designed
that’s great, but can only two lanes be done right now to put some money else where
in the City and at a later time come in and do it. Mr. Svoboda commented this is the
developer that was mentioning it to him not the public. Mr. Figard stated those were
questions they asked themselves and they felt with all the stuff going in on the
northeast corner now is the time to get it all done. Mr. Svoboda asked if these
projects will line up in the CIP as far as getting dollar amounts? Mr. Figard replied
most of these have funding in a current year CIP and the intention was to show the
community the disruption and the construction this summer.
Mr. Friendt asked Roger Figard if they could also get the total dollars being
expended for at least the major categories for the 2005 construction projects? Roger
Figard stated okay.
Mr. Camp asked why “O” Street from 52nd to Wedgewood is still on the list?
Mr. Figard commented remember on some of those they did multi-year contracts and
had to have dollars. There is still some landscaping and things to finish on “O” Street
so they are trying to show where they would still have some activity because the
landscaping contract is not done.

1.

OUTSTANDING Request to Public Works & Utilities Department - RE:
Snow plowed onto sidewalks repeatedly (RFI#122 - 01/11/05). — 1.) SEE
RESPONSE FROM W.L. NASS, PUBLIC WORKS & UTILITIES
DEPARTMENT RECEIVED ON RFI#122-03/09/05. — NO COMMENTS
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GLENN FRIENDT - NO FURTHER COMMENTS
1.

Request to Marc Wullschleger, Urban Development Director /Lynn Johnson,
Parks & Recreation Director - RE: Next steps for the University Place property
vacation (RFI#41-02/02/05). — 1.) SEE RESPONSE FROM MARC
WULLSCHLEGER, URBAN DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR
RECEIVED ON RFI#41-02/09/05. — NO COMMENTS

ANNETTE McROY -NO COMMENTS
1.

Request to Don Taute, Personnel Director RE: Breakdown for Each
Department for specifically requested information on M-Class Employees for
Years 1995, 2000 and 2003 (RFI #164 - 02-18-05 - Joint Request
w/P.Newman). — NO COMMENTS

PATTE NEWMAN
Ms. Newman commented she thinks Council all heard from Rick Meyer about his
cats. She asked if the Health Department was handling this situation? Ms. Newman added
the guy with 140 cats and the Humane Society apparently got rid of the one that he wanted
to keep. Bruce Dart replied he’s not sure what to do about it the Humane Society got rid of
the cat, the cat’s gone and that’s not part of their operation so he’s not quite sure what
Council wants him to do. Ms. Newman asked Mr. Dart if someone is going to respond to
Mr. Meyer? After brief discussion, Council agreed to have Mr. Dart respond to Mr. Meyer’s
letter letting him know that he needs to talk to the Humane Society.
Regarding 48th Street in front of Hawthorne there are pink marks all over the trees and
asked Roger (Figard) if he knows what’s going on. Roger Figard responded just some
surveying and counting stuff, they wouldn’t head out to do anything without talking to
Council, but he will check on it. Lynn Johnson added it’s surveying because he happened
to walk pass and noticed all of the water meters and the corner of those sidewalks and the
trees are all marked as surveying going on. Ms. Newman asked if the pink marks mean the
trees are coming down? Mr. Johnson replied no.
Ms. Newman ‘thanked’ Diane (Gonzolas), Nicole (Fleck-Tooze) and Ben (Higgins)
and the IT guys for getting the stormwater bond issue information up on the website so
quickly.
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She received a call from an AllTel employee who is very concerned when they are out
there with yellow flashing lights that cars go speeding by and she knows Public Works had
a death of one of their employees on “O” Street a couple years ago. So, he was wondering
if there was any sort of ordinance on the book or anything to make people slow down
because he’s concerned about AllTel employees and other people that are out there. Police
Chief Casady replied it’s not illegal, service trucks out there with yellow flashing lights does
not change the speed limit and commented supposed you might be able to do something by
ordinance. Ms. Newman questioned is it something any other community has done anything
about. Chief Casady said he has never seen anything like that in his career, obviously
construction zones are specifically covered in City ordinances and State Statute, but a
temporary work thing where utility companies are cutting trees away from lines, etc., nothing
in ordinance and he has never seen one. Roger Figard added in setting up a work zone area,
they struggle to get some of the utilities that come out and stop to set up more than one cone.
If they work with their office and they are going to be there a while there is a traffic zone that
is supposed to be set up that would better protect employees, it’s time consuming and it can
be expensive if they’re not there for a while. Ms. Newman asked if AllTel is required to put
cones down the street? Mr. Figard stated if they are there for a period of time they’re
supposed to be, but again they just don’t have the staff and he knows Chief Casady doesn’t
have the staff to be out there on them all day.
1.

Request to Don Taute, Personnel Director RE: Breakdown for Each
Department for specifically requested information on M-Class Employees
for Years 1995, 2000 and 2003 (RFI #30 - 02-18-05 - Joint Request
w/A.McRoy). — NO COMMENTS

2.

Request to Lynn Johnson, Parks & Recreation Director - RE: Request for
more information on the tennis courts at Woods Park- (RFI#31-03/04/05).
— NO COMMENTS

KEN SVOBODA - NO COMMENTS

TERRY WERNER
Mr. Werner said he mentioned this to Chief Casady in passing the other day that
someone asked him about the contribution from the banks to the Police Department, they
felt that it possibly could be misconstrued to be favoring and now the banks are going to
get more coverage or something else. Mr. Werner asked Police Chief Casady if he has a
policy as far as contributions go? Chief Casady commented he didn’t respond very
effectively to that when they ran into each other outside of a restaurant. Chief Casady
stated he discussed this at length with his staff when they were originally approached by
-7-

one of the bank officers that wanted to raise funds for them. They saw a few key
differences between this and gratuity like a free cup of coffee or a half price meal, and no
one agreed to do anything different or anything for the banks. It was solicited they didn’t
ask for it, they didn’t go looking for it, they came to us and it didn’t benefit an individual
officer employed to the department rather to the department as a whole, so those are the
three key differences they saw between this. Chief Casady commented to Mr. Werner
that he thought after they conversed that he should of pointed this out to him at that time.
Chief Casady added the City has its hand out all the time such as recently Sunken
Gardens, Jensen Park, Stransky Park, the tunnel that connects this building with the
parking lot which are all funded with private donations and their donation of $15,050
from a group of Lincoln Financial Institutions is really pretty small potatoes compared to
the other things the City actively solicits and accepts. Adding the City also hosts a gift
catalog where they actually suggest to people things that they would like to have donated
to them. Mr. Werner commented he’s in agreement with Chief Casady.
Dana Roper stated Council should be accepting gifts from people proper that they
should be making the decision on whether to accept the gifts or not. They may not want
them, they have had people attempt to donate their neighborhood swimming pool to the
City and they found the deed filed in the Registered of Deeds. They didn’t want it, they
didn’t want to maintain it and so that’s why Council should be accepting these gifts and
as you say to avoid the appearance of impropriety should be Council’s decision not a
departments. Mr. Werner commented so you’re saying that each gift should come to
Council. Mr. Roper replied in some fashion Council should be giving their blessing to
this. Mr. Werner added so maybe they need some sort of ordinance that would say gifts
over x-amount of dollars need Council approval. Mr. Roper replied you could go that
way. Ms. Newman asked if other communities have ordinances that say this. Mr. Roper
replied he doesn’t know, he would have to look.

V.

MISCELLANEOUS
1.

Letter from Nancy - RE: The “Ride for Five” Program it would be so
helpful if you continued this program. — NO COMMENTS

2.

Letter from Gary Awalt - RE: The proposed Wal-Mart Super center. — NO
COMMENTS

3.

Letter from Havelock Business Owners - RE: Proposed Wal-Mart at 87th &
Adams. — NO COMMENTS

4.

Letter from Rod Hornby, President, Rembolt Homes - RE: Plumbing
concerns with new construction. — NO COMMENTS
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5.

E-Mail from Lisa Janssen, BA Mental Health Specialist, Community
Mental Health Center of Lancaster County - RE: Please continue to support
the ‘Ride for Five’ Program. — NO COMMENTS

6.

E-Mail from Lori Ashmore, HUD Homeless Case Manager, Lincoln Action
Program - RE: Bus passes. — NO COMMENTS

7.

E-Mail from Liz Browne, Certified Social Worker, Community Support
Worker, Community Mental Health Center - RE: The Ride for Five
Program. — NO COMMENTS

8.

Letter from George & Julie Papineau - RE: The proposed Wal-Mart at 84th
& Adams. — NO COMMENTS

9.

Letter & Material from Frank Landis, Commissioner, State of Nebraska
Public Service Commission-RE: Application No. PSAP-36.1: In the Matter
of Lincoln/Lancaster County, seeking funding approval for recurring and
non-recurring costs of Wireless E911 Implementation. — NO
COMMENTS

10.

Letter from Mark Travis - RE: Encourage you to continue the ‘Ride For
Five’ program. — NO COMMENTS

11.

Letter from Richard Strom - RE: Encourage you to continue the ‘Ride For
Five’ program. — NO COMMENTS

12.

Letter from Terri Smith - RE: Continue the ‘Ride for Five’ Program. — NO
COMMENTS

13.

Letter from Briana Gauger - RE: Continue the ‘Ride for Five’ Program. —
NO COMMENTS

14.

Letter from Doris Scott; Darlene Smith; James Butts; Jerry Knowles; JoAnn
Graham; Jeanne Boettcher; - RE: The ‘no smoking’ ban - “independent
living center” they would like to see their facility mandated as smoke free.
— NO COMMENTS

15.

Letter from Terry Gettman - RE: Continue the ‘Ride for Five’ Program. —
NO COMMENTS
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16.

Letter from Mark & Terri Rockemann - RE: Concerned about the proposed
new Wal-Mart location at 84th & Adams. — NO COMMENTS

17.

Letter from Shirley Uttecht - RE: Super Wal-Mart’s Proposed Northeast
Lincoln location at North 84th Street & Adams St.— NO COMMENTS

18.

Letter from Loretta Murry - RE: Please consider keeping the ‘Ride for Five’
program. — NO COMMENTS

19.

Letter from Grace Bryan - RE: Please keep the ‘Ride for Five’ program. —
NO COMMENTS

20.

Letter from Karen Teachman - RE: Please consider keeping the ‘Ride for
Five’ program. — NO COMMENTS

21.

Letter & Material from Donald Coleman - RE: The Karate studio owner
charged with indecent exposure, pleads innocent - questions how this man
can still operate a business where there are little girls. — NO COMMENTS

22.

E-Mail from Kim Baty - RE: The proposed Wal-Mart at 84th & Adams. —
NO COMMENTS

23.

E-Mail from Donald Atkinson - RE: $5.00 Bus Passes. — NO
COMMENTS
E-Mail from Selma Atkinson - RE: Please keep the five dollar bus passes.
— NO COMMENTS

24.

25.

E-Mail from Carol B. - RE: MSN article-National Bank of Wal-Mart?—
NO COMMENTS

26.

Letter from Susan Coonrod - RE: Please keep the ‘Ride for Five’ program.
—NO COMMENTS

27.

Letter from Scott Johnson - RE: Please keep the ‘Ride for Five’ program.
—NO COMMENTS

28.

Letter from Jean Wheat - RE: Please keep the ‘Ride for Five’ program. —
NO COMMENTS

29.

Letter from Bridget Toma - RE: Please keep the ‘Ride for Five’ program.
— NO COMMENTS
-10-

30 .

Letter from Deloris Cole - RE: Please keep the ‘Ride for Five’ program. —
NO COMMENTS

31.

E-Mail from Monica Janssen, BA, MHS, Mental Health Specialist - RE: On
behalf of my agency and all who have benefitted from the ‘Ride for Five’
program to encourage it being made permanent. — NO COMMENTS

32.

E-Mail from Kristin Wulser - RE: Change of Zone 05014-Near South
Neighborhood. — NO COMMENTS

33.

E-Mail from Perian Pattillo - RE: The ‘Ride For Five’ Program should be
retained. — NO COMMENTS

34.

8 Letters from Tiffany Mullison & Julie S. Paschold, Fresh Start Home;
Leanne Malecha; Mary Thomas; Tina; Tisa Townsend; Linda Bradley;
Teresa Patocka; - RE: The ‘Ride For Five’ Program. — NO COMMENTS

35.

Letter from Tami Lang - RE: The proposed Wal-Mart at 84th & Adams. —
NO COMMENTS

36.

Letter - RE: The ‘Ride For Five’ Program. — NO COMMENTS

ADDENDUM -(For March 14th)
I.

MAYOR
1.

NEWS RELEASE - RE: “Kids And Cameras” Project For Urban Development
To Be Displayed At Town Hall March 14. — NO COMMENTS

2.

NEWS ADVISORY - RE: Mayor Seng’s Public Schedule Week of March 12
through 18, 2005-Schedule subject to change. — NO COMMENTS

II.

CITY CLERK - NONE

III.

CORRESPONDENCE
A.

COUNCIL REQUESTS/CORRESPONDENCE - NONE

-11-

B.

DIRECTORS AND DEPARTMENT HEADS - NONE

C.

MISCELLANEOUS

1.

E-Mail from Nadine Hain - RE: Light Trespass. — NO COMMENTS

2.

E-Mail from Daniel Russell - RE: Zoning Change #05014. — NO COMMENTS

3.

E-Mail from Tom Miller - RE: Lighting ordinance change. — NO COMMENTS

4.

E-Mail from Prof. Martin Gaskell - RE: Lighting ordinance change. — NO
COMMENTS

5.

E-Mail from Gary Zellweger - RE: Support Change of Zone 05014. — NO
COMMENTS

[End of Addendum]

VI.

MEETING ADJOURNED - Approximately at 11:58 a.m.

dm031405/tjg
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